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PREFACE. 


-*o*- 


I  CANNOT  .'illow  M  Sccdiid  Kditiofi  of  tliis  Work  (o 
;ij)I)('ar,  witliciit  an  cxprcs-iiitn  ot'  my  ^ratct'iil 
thanks  for  the  many  favouraMc  iiotifcs  wliicli  the 
l»<M»ls  has  received,  and  especially  for  the  notices  m 
the  'Saturday  Ixeview,'  the  '  Kxatniner,'' the  '  liondoii 
Review,' and  '  The  Morninj;-  I'ost.'  Inch-ed,  with  one. 
or,  |)ossi))ly,  two  exceptions,  it  lias  nowhere  heen  men- 
tioned except  with  l<in(hiess. 

I  disclaim  any  credit  for  tlu;  manner  in  which  these 
exiracts  from  jonrnals  and  letters  (»f  my  hrotiiei-  liavo 
been  brou^-ht  before  the  public.  .My  sole  oliject  was 
to  make  the  ntirrative  as  consecutive  and  natural  as 
possible.     • 

The  materials  at  mv  comiriand  would  have  sufficed 
for  a  volume  twice  as  larj^c  as  the  [)resent ;  but  I  was 
anxious,  if  I  erred,  to  err  on  the  right  side,  })y  giving' 
too  little  rather  than  too  nuich. 

]My  original  intention  was  to  insert  some  of  !ny 
brother's  descriptions  of  his  Canadian  experiences,  which 
would  have  occupied  several  pages  ;  but  these,  having 
been  written  for  the  most  part  when  he  was  ipiite 
young,  appeared  to  me,  on  reflection,  of  hardly  suffi- 
cient general  interest  to  be  published. 


#-..  —^  -      — 


VI 


TREFACE. 


It  may  be  justly  tliou^lit,  that  havinj;^  come  to  tliis 
conclusion  I  ouL;lit  to  liave  clian«^ed  the  title  of  the 
book:  for  tliou'di  '  Canada  and  tlie  Crimea'  may  ])e  tlie 
more  euplionious,  *  America  and  tlie  Crimea '  would  have 
been  undoubtedly  the  more  correct. 

But  in  excuse  for  this  error  I  may  urge  my  belief 
that  the  present  title  would  be  the  more  acceptable 
to  his  many  Canadian  friends,  as  connecting  his  name 
with  a  country  in  which  for  several  years  he  was  a 
resident,  and  which  he  always  regarded  with  sincere 
affection  and  esteem. 

I  trust  I  have  allowed  nothing  to  appear  which  can 
wound  the  feelings  of  anyone,  and  I  am  sure  that  I 
have  suppressed  much  which  might  have  conduced  to 
raise  my  brother's  character  in  the  estimation  of  some. 
Throughout  I  have  acted  on  the  principle  of  making 
nothing  public  which  my  brother,  were  he  living,  would 
have  objected  to  see  in  print. 

It  would  have  been  a  violation  of  this  principle  to 
have  inserted  the  record  6f  thoughts  and  feelino-s 
obviously  meant  for  no  eye  but  his  own.  Enough, 
however,  I  think,  has  been  given  to  show  liis  life  was 
that  of  a  brave  soldier  and  a  Christian  gentleman. 


W.  Bayne  Ranken. 


Unitf,»  Univeksity  Club  : 
November  1862. 
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CAxXADA   AND   THE    CEIMEA. 


CHAPTEIl   I. 

BIIITII — EARLY   EDUCATION — VOYAGE   TO    AMERICA- 
BOSTON NEW  YORK. 


GEORGE  RANKEX  was  Lorn  in  Loudon,  on  the  4tlL 
of  January  1828.  He  was  educated  ])y  the  Kev. 
Dr.  Smith,  at  Rotting.lean,  near  Brighton,  and  the 
Rev.  William  Moore,  at  Rvde,  Isle  of  Witdit. 

In  1843  he  received  from  tlic  Right  Hon.  I[enry 
Goulburn  a  nomination  for  a  cadetship  at  the  Royal 
Military  Academy,  Woolwich. 

In  that  year  he  left  the  Isle  of  Wight,  to  commence 
at  Woolwich  his  future  course  of  studies.  In  1844  he 
became  a  cadet,  and  in  October  1847  was  commissioned 
as  second  lieutenant  in  tiie  Ro3'al  Engineers,  having 
passed  a  most  excellent  examination,  in  which  he  held 
the  fourth  place  among  forty  competitors. 

This  was  a  successful  debut  into  military  life  for 
one  who  liad  had  but  little  previous  training  for  tlie 
Academy,  and  no  intention,  until  1843,  of  entering  a 
scientific  corps. 


CANADA   AND   THE   CRIMEA. 


In  December  1849  my  brotlier  became  a  first  lieu- 
tenant, and  in  April  1850  received  orders  to  proceed 
to  Canada. 

He  arrived  at  ^Montreal  early  in  ]Mny,  remained 
there  about  a  month,  and  -was  afterwards  stationed  at 
Quebec,  until  ]\Iarc]i  1852,  when  he  returned  to  Mon- 
treal. In  February  and  ]\Iarch  1853,  he  made  a  tour 
through  the  United  States  and  portions  of  South 
America,  where  he  commenced  a  journal,  which  he 
continued  till  within  a  few  days  of  his  death. 

In  jNFay  1853  he  went  a  second  time  to  Quebec, 
remaining  there  until  September  in  the  following  year  ; 
and  then  returning  to  England.  From  November  1854 
until  August  1855  he  was  stationed,  first  in  Edinburgh, 
and  afterwards  at  Fort  George,  Inverness ;  and  in 
August  received  orders  to  repair  to  the  Crimea. 

These  dates  render  more  intelligible  the  narrative 
which  follows. 

His  first  impressions  of  America  I  consider  suffi- 
ciently graphic  to  be  given  at  some  length. 


Ejctract  from  a  Letter, 

*  Revere  House  Hotel,  I>oston,  United  States  : 
April  22nd,  1850. 

*  Thank  God !  I  am  safely  landed.  I  arrived  at 
Boston  about  twelve  o'clock  on  Saturday.  We  had  a 
very  pleasant  termination  to  our  voyage,  though  the  day 
after  I  wrote  we  got  into  a  field  of  ice,  which  delayed 
us  four  or  five  hours.  The  captain  tried  to  get  through 
it,  but  found  he  could  not,  and  was  forced  to  back  out 
with  considerable  damage  to  his  paddle-wheels,  almost 
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all  the  floats  of  which  were  broken  or  injured.  The 
Held  was  of  vast  extent,  no  blue  water  Ijeing  visible 
beyond  from  the  masthead. 

*  The  cutwater  of  the  steamer  ran  rinht  into  a  lari'e 
block,  which  we  carried  away  witii  us  for  a  short  dis- 
tance, until  the  officer  on  watch  perceived  that,  ahliou^'h 
there  was  a  dead  calm,  we  were  only  moving  along  at 
three  knots  per  hour,  and  took  measures  to  dislodge  our 
travelling  companion.  We  approached  Halifax  harbour 
on  Thursday  niuht,  and  reached  <jur  wharf  at  about 
twelve  o'clock.  The  night  was  lovely ;  water  (piite  calm, 
and  moon  and  stars  shining.  The  light,  howc^ver,  was 
scarcely  sufficient  to  give  us  a  clear  view  of  tlie  town. 
The  harbour  is  the  most  dano-erous  one  ima<dnable  to 
enter  in  foggy  weather,  as  there  is  a  large  reef  of  rocks 
at  its  mouth.  Ships  have  sometimes  to  lay-to  several  days 
near  the  entrance,  as  misty  weather  fre([uently  prevails. 

*  I  landed,  however,  with  a  party,  and  walked  through 
the  town  to  the  principal  hotel,  where  we  found  the  ac- 
commodation wretched,  and  were  disappointed  of  the 
pleasure  of  drinking  sherry  coblers,  as  there  was  no  ice. 

*  Nova  Scotia  is  a  wild  rugged  country,  covered  with 
primeval  forest,  and  dotted  with  small  lak(\s.  Halifax 
is  supplied  with  fresh  water  from  a  lake  several  hundred 
feet  above  the  city  ;  this  elevated  reservoir  is  most  useful 
in  cases  of  fires,  as  no  pumping  is  recpured.  llalifox 
itself  is  a  large  town,  with  two  harbours  and  some  fine 
houses.  It  is  an  agreeable  military  station,  as  there  is 
capital  fishing  and  shooting. 

'  I  think  the  Americans  have  been  much  maligned,  or 
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have  much  iinprov(.'{l  since  the  works  of  Mrs.  TroUope, 
&c.,  liave  been  written. 

'  r  was  very  niucli  pleased  at  the  extreme  civility  with 
which  the  commonest  people  answer  any  question  you 
may  ask,  though  the  equality  which  is  supposed  to 
exist  out  here  amuses  me  vastly. 

'  I  intended  going  round  by  New  York,  and  therefore 
wished  most  of  my  luggage  to  be  forwarded  to  ^lontreal 
direct.  I  was  introduced  to  the  agent  and  carrier,  who 
touched  their  liats,  and  shook  hands;  and  the  next  morn- 
ing one  of  them  breakfasted  at  the  same  table  with  me. 

*  On  the  morning  of  Saturday,  April  20th,  we  came 
in  sight  of  the  shores  of  America,  and  entered  the 
beautiful  harbour  of  Boston.  We  had  a  lovely  morning 
for  the  termination  of  our  troubles.  The  sun  shone 
brilliantly,  sparkling  on  the  water,  which  wjis  scarcely 
rippled  by  a  light  breeze,  just  sufficient  to  fill  the  white 
sails  of  the  beautiful  and  elegant  craft  which  were 
cruising  about  around  us  and  in  the  offing. 

*  Sails  are  made  here  of  Russian  canvas,  which  is 
finer  and  whiter  than  ours,  but  not  so  suitable  for  rough 
weather. 

'  The  steamers  are  ugly  enough  to  look  at,  having 
large  cabins  on  deck.  They  go  ahead,  however,  most 
gallantly,  doing  sometimes  nearly  twenty  miles  an 
l)our ;  but  are  more  liable,  generally  speaking,  to  ex- 
plode than  ours  are.  When  they  race  (which  they  do 
a  great  deal  on  the  Mississippi),  they  put  weights  on 
the  safety-valve. 

'  The  approaches  to  the  harbour  are  strongly  fortified, 
and  T  had  occasion  to  admire  an  extremely  pretty,  re- 
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gular, little  pentagonal  fort,  built  according  to  Vauban's 
system,  on  a  small  island. 

'The  lower  parts,  and  narrow  streets  of  Boston,  have 
much  the  appearance  of  a  French  city,  and  an;  dirty 
and  disagreeable. 

'  The  best  houses  have  most  of  them  white  doors 
with  the  resident's  name  on  a  brass  plate,  and  a  glass 
liell-handle  on  each  side  for  servants  and  visitors,  as  in 
England.  They  are  kept  1)eautifully  clean  and  bright, 
and  have  a  pleasing  and  cheerful  effect. 

'  Coloured  panes  of  glass  are  introduced  in  the  windows 
in  the  most  irregular  manner,  with  the  view,  I  should 
imagine,  of  throwing  a  rich  light  on  some  particular 
object  or  article  of  furniture. 

'  The  hotel  I  am  staying  at  is  a  new  and  very  fine 
one,  beautifidly  fitted  up  in  the  French  style ;  but 
though  very  bright  and  pleasing  in  appearance,  without 
tliat  air  of  comfort  which  pervades  an  English  resi- 
dence. A  thing  which  I  found  almost  unbearable  is 
the  high  temperature  at  which  they  keep  the  hotel  by 
means  of  steam  pipes.  The  thermometer  stands  be- 
tween 63°  and  70°,  and  the  difference  between  the 
temperature  in  and  out  of  doors  is  most  trying. 

'  The  great  luxury  out  here  is  the  Wenham  Lake 
ice.  Evervthing  is  iced.  Ice  on  the  butter,  ice  in  the 
beer,  wine,  and  water ;  ice  creams  always  for  dinner, 
and  all  kinds  of  ice  drinks,  the  principal  of  which  are 
lemonade,  mint  jidep,  sherry  cobler,  and  sangaree. 
The  names  of  some  of  the  driidcs  which  you  get  at  the 
bar  of  every  hotel  or  oyster  saloon  are  most  amusing. 
A  man  told  me  he  could  make  up  400  different  kinds. 
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The  principal  aro  diftoreiit  kinds  of  pinicli,  hrandy 
cocktail,  lirandy  and  ^in  sniasli,  brandy  skin,  thunder 
and  lii^litning,  irin  slin<:(,  sherry  cobler,  S:c.  Some  o{" 
tlieni  arc  made  with  pepper,  and  have  correspondingly 
Ik  ft  names. 

'S(|u;ish,  an  immense  yellow  vegetahlc  something;' 
like  a  j)Hmpkin  in  appearance,  and  eaten  nuished,  is 
used  for  tarts,  and  as  a  vegetable.  It  tastes  much  like 
a  sweet  turnip. 

'  Sweet  potato,  a  vegetable  between  a  potato  and 
parsnip,  is  likewise  eaten.     It  is  yellow  and  dry. 

'They  roast  their  hams  ont  here  a  great  deal,  and 
eat  them  with  champngne  sauce. 

'  Halibut  is  the  principal  fish  in  the  States.  It  is  of 
enormous  size,  and  like  cod,  but  not  considered  so  good. 

*  The  sf^ciety  at  the  ordinary  is  most  mixed.  There 
is  very  little  conversation  carried  on  during  dinner;  the 
Americans  have  no  time  for  it.  They  generally  dispatch 
three  courses  in  al)out  twenty-five  minutes,  rarely  take 
wine,  and  rise  abruptly,  and  the  instant  they  have 
finished  walk  off  to  their  counting-houses,  &c. 

*The  whole  mode  of  life  in  an  American  hotel  is 
perfectly  different  to  what  it  is  in  England.  You  take 
all  your  meals  in  public,  or  pay  extravagantly  for  the 
privilege  of  privacy.  You  get  a  very  good  dinner,  but 
it  is  not  a  comfortable  one  to  Englishmen.  The  whole 
affair  is  so  hurried  that  you  have  scarcely  time  to 
swallow  your  food,  and  none  for  conversation. 

*The  gentlemen  and  ladies  each  have  their  own 
dining-room  and  parlour  (as  ladies  travel  all  over  the 
)States  alone,  and  with  the  greatest  comfortj  meeting 
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wherever  tliey  <>'()  wltli  the  <]jreatest  attention  and 
politeness).  (Jenth'nien,  however,  who  may  l)e  tra- 
vellintjj  witli  h-ulics,  dine  with  the  hidies ;  and  ]\rrtj. 
Finlayson's  company  procnred  for  mr  tiuit  privih'L;-e  on 
Smiday,  when  1  liad  an  opportunity  of  lielioldiiig  the 
Boston  boUes.  ]Most  of  the  women  are  pah)  and  in- 
teresting-h)oking.  They  are  generally  small,  and  have 
rather  slight  figures.  Some  of  th<,'m  look  like  French 
women ;  and  this  resemblance  is  increased  hy  their 
dressing  in  the  Parisian  fashion,  and  wearing  very 
bright  colours. 

'  They  dress  very  showily,  and  sometimes  in  shocking 
taste.  I  saw  a  girl  in  a  green  dress,  red  shawl,  and 
yellow  bomiet. 

*As  for  the  men,  they  have  all  a  marked  look  of 
intelligence,  keen,  restless  eyes,  generally  sharp  features, 
often  adorned  with  a  scraggy  beard,  sallow  complexion, 
and  long  liair.  They  dress  singularly,  often  wearing 
blue  trousers.  The  most  fashionable  colour  is,  how- 
ever, greenish-yellow. 

SSpeculation  and  money  seem  the  great  objects  of 
life  ont  here.  Credit  is  great.  Every  little  baid^  issues 
more  dollar  and  half-dollar  notes  than  its  capital. 

*  On  Simday  I  accompanied  j\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Finlayson 
to  church,  and  heard  an  excellent  sermon  on  Ijigotry, 
preached  by  a  very  intelligent-looking  man.  The 
American  liturgy  difTers  slightly  from  ours.  They 
read  the  Lord's  Prayer  thus  :  "  Our  Father,  %L']i()  art  in 
heaven,"  <tc. ;  the  same  as  ours  to  "  forgive  us  our 
trespasses  as  we  forgive  those  vjho  trespass  against  us." 
They  pray  for   the    President    and    Congress,   do  Dot 
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repeat  tlie  Lord's  Prayer  so  frecjiienlly  as  wo  do,  omit 
the  sliort  prayers  at  the  end  of  the  Jiitany,  and  the 
Nicu'an  Creed  at  the  end  of  the  Coninmnion.  There 
are  several  rather  pretty  churehes  in  Boston,  l)ut  the 
most  ele«^^•lnt-h»okinl(  spire  is  made  oi'  u'oui I. 

*Tlie  Itidian  Opera,  I  fancied,  had  a  very  ecclesiastical 
appearance  ;  and,  to  my  astonishment,  1  learnt  that  on 
8nndayh  it  is  used  as  a  J)aptist  chapel ! !  and  that  this 
practice  of  doubh'  usefulness  is  not  uncommon.  How 
shockinjj:  this  seems  to  an  En<ilishman  ! 

*  Everything"  here  is  done  on  a  go-a-head  principle ; 
the  roads  are  shocking,  but  good  enough  to  go-a-head 
over. 

'  Telegraph  wires  cross  the  principal  streets,  '^nd  tall 
unpainted  crooked  poles  run  along  opposite  some  of 
the  best  houses  with  the  wires  attached  to  them  most 
roughly ;  but  they  answer  the  purposes  of  comnumica- 
tion,  and  are  most  extensively  employed  in  the  States, 
running  between  places  where  there  are  no  railways. 
«  #  #  ♦  #  #  # 

'  Neto  Yorl'. — The  American  railways  are  exactly 
described  by  Dickens,  in  his  "American  Notes."  The 
travelling  is  very  cheap;  I  paid  only  five  dollars  for 
the  journey  from  Boston  to  New  York,  224  miles.  The 
arrangements  for  luggage  are  excellent. 

'  They  give  you  a  brass  ticket  with  a  number  on  it, 
and  attach  a  similar  one  to  your  luggage,  whicli  is  con- 
veyed to  your  hotel  without  any  extra  charge. 

'  The  country  between  Boston  and  New  York  is  very 
wild  and  uncultivated.     Large  bare  rocks  protrude  in 
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all  directions,  only  covered  occasionully  by  a  thin  coat- 
ing,' of  turf.  This  rocky  jjjround  is  portioned  otf  l)y 
roui^h  stone  wnlis  into  small  divisions,  as  if  it  were 
valuable  ])roperty. 

*\Ve  passed  through  many  clean,  bri<^]»t-h)okin<jj  towns, 
built  of  woo(U;n  houses  painted  white,  with  ij^reen  out- 
side blinds. 

*Everv  little  insi<qiificant  villajre  boasts  its  three  or 
four  places  of  worship,  built  principally  of  wood,  and 
all  small. 

'The  train  barely  stops  at  the  small  stations.  It  lets 
off  its  steam  as  it  approaches,  and  comes  very  nearly  to 
a  halt ;  during  which  interval  of  slack  speetl,  people  who 
wish  to  start  or  stop  are  supposed  to  get  in  and  out. 

'The  carriages  hold  more  than  fifty  people.  Every 
carriage  has  its  stove,  and  a  kind  of  lane  between  the 
seats,  where  restlessly  disposed  individuals  nuiy  pro- 
menade. 

'  Trains  pass  over  turnpike  roads  without  the  smallest 
ceremony,  but  a  warning  is  posted  up  to  "  look  out  for 
the  engine  while  the  bell  rings." 

'  The  country  through  the  whole  journey  is  monoto- 
nous. I  missed  the  smiling  iields,  the  sheep,  the  cattle 
of  old  England.  The  houses,  too,  stand  on  the  roughest 
ground,  and  few  of  them  have  any  gardens. 

'  When  we  got  to  New  York  the  engine  left  us  ;  the 
cars  were  separated  ;  four  horses  attached  to  each  ;  and 
we  were  drawn,  still  keeping  on  trams,  through  one  of 
the  great  avenues  of  the  city. 

*  The  Broadway  at  New  York  is  certainly  a  very  fine 
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street  ;  Itiit  flu;  lioiises  jire  very  ime(|ii;il  in  size,  and 
conse(|Uently  extremely  (lissiiiiil;ir  in  ;ij)[)e:ir;m('('. 

*Tlie  Anierieim  privnte  (•;irri;iL;'es  ;ue  (if  the  most  <'C('(»n- 
trie  forms  ;  m;mv  oftliem  exceed iiiL'iy  li.i,dit,  the  hcittiT 
to  "  Ljo-ji-lieiid  "  ill.  Tliey  liuve  ull  ,<,'o<td  liors<-s,  and 
indeed  tiie  commonest  vehicles  are  drawn  hy  excellent 
cattle,  all  of  wliieli  jvfe  in  first-rate  condition,  and 
mncli  siijx'rior  to  onr  j)oor  Itattered  cab  horses.  They, 
most  of  theni,  come  from  the  AVestern  States.  The 
hackney-coaclies  in  New  "^'ork  are  like  private  car- 
riag(*s,  and  very  comfortable. 

*T1k!  city  has  some  exceedini;'ly  fine  public  buildin.^H; 
one,  the  Custom  J[ouse,  built  after  the  moilel  of  the 
Parthenon  at  Athens. 

'The  ('ity  Hall  is  sj>lendid,  and  built  of  white  marble. 
It  has  an  immense  bell  on  the  top,  whidi  tolls  in  case 
of  fire.  These  occur  almost  nightly  ;  and  on  the  first 
night  of  my  arrival  1  had  the  o])p(jrtunity  of  witness- 
ing a  very  large  one,  which  destroyed  property  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  8(),0()()  dollars. 

'  Tlie  fire  l>rigade  is  composed  of  young  volunteers. 
The  service  is  most  arduous  and  hazardous,  and  the 
exposure  to  all  kinds  of  weather  very  injvu'ious  to 
health  ;  but  it  is  popular,  jis  it  procures  exemption 
from  serving  in  the  militia  or  on  a  jury.  One  of  the 
firemen  was  killed  at  the  fire  I  saw,  l)y  ffilling  through 
a  trap-door. 

'The  engines  are  preceded  by  a  vehicle  with  the 
hose  attached  to  it,  and  a  large  bell  which  rings  as  it 
moves  along.     The   number  of  the  engine,  on  a  red 
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Idutcni,  is  cMrricd  in  fmiit,  aiul  the  caniii;^('M  an?  drawn 
hy  the  lin-nicn  ;in(l  volunteers. 

'  1  sjiw  (hif4  iiiornin<^%  IVdin  tlit?  papers,  tliat  tlie  erowd 
and  [  iiad  an  oxcccdiiiifly  narrow  escape.  WC  liad  all 
hi'cn  standinjj^  oo  the  liriiik  "f  a  j)reeipi('e,  as  the  tire 
was  close  !■.  ;ni  inilMejjse  spirit  store,  which  escaped 
iLfnition  almost  \i\  a  miracle,  and  which,  had  the  llames 
reached  it,  would  ]ia\('  cNploded  with  a  toree  sufVicicnf 
to  ca,use  the  destruction  of  all  thin_L;-s  animate  and  in- 
animate ill  its  vicinity. 

*  How  sccun;  we  feel  on  the  hrink  of  the  stream 
which  may  enj^nilph  us  I 

'Xew  V(»rk  is  ])uilt  Avith  beautiful  rej^ularity,  and 
promist'S  to  he  a  L,M';;antic  jilace.  .liroad  roads  with 
tre(  s  planted  on  each  side  (a  comnutn  and  heautiful 
custom  in  the  States)  riui  alon'^%  at  re;^adar  distances 
from  and  j)arall(d  to  ejich  other,  from  north  to  south. 
These  are  intersected  ))y  cross  streets  at  ri^ht  angles, 
manv  of  which  extend  ri<>lit  across  Iion<r  Island  i'vom 
shore  to  shore,  and  are  almost  as  broad  as  the  avenues. 
Some  of  these  latter  are  five  or  six  miles  l<»Hi,%  and 
perfectly  straight;  they  are  crossed  l)y  more  than  130 
broad  roads. 

*  Tinn'  only  is  rerpiired  to  fill  up  tliis  gigantic  plan 
for  a  vast  city.  As  yet  the  avenues  and  cross  streets 
are  lined  with  houses  merely  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  city;  elsewhere  the  liouscs  are  scattered. 

'  Irishmen  are  the  tools  with  which  Jonathan  carries 
on  his  vast  works.  Their  huts  are  the  only  wretched- 
looking  abodes  I  have  seen. 
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'  Everywhere  there  is  cleanliness  and  comfort  about 
the  houses,  and  an  air  of  prosperity,  very  different  from 
the  misery  and  struggling  poverty  of  the  niother- 
coiintry. 

*  Yesterday  I  visited  the  Greenwood  Cemetery  in 
Brooklyn,  five  or  six  miles  from  New  York,  a  lovely 
place,  occupying  nearly  250  acres  of  ground,  and  richly 
wooded. 

'  Some  of  the  monuments  are  in  good  taste,  and 
have  touching  and  appropriate  inscriptions.  One  of 
them  had  simply  a  group  of  forget-me-not  flow^ers 
with  the  single  word  "  ]M(jther  "  underneath. 

'  This  certainly  affected  me,  and  carried  my  thoughts 
home,  which  I  shall  be  delighted  to  see  whenever  my 
wanderings  cease.  After  all,  there  is  no  place  like  Old 
England. 

*  The  morning  I  left  Xew  York  was  inauspicious  and 
gloomy,  so  that  I  saw  the  Hudson  to  disadvi^utage. 
We  had  light  enough,  however,  to  see  the  Palisades,  a 
famous  line  of  rocks  on  the  left  bank,  perpendicular, 
and  300  feet  high.  They  extend  for  some  distance,  and 
are  crowned  with  trees,  presenting  a  very  romantic 
appearance.  The  scenery  at  West  Point  (fifty-two 
miles  from  New  York)  delighted  me.  In  summer,  and 
at  sunset,  it  must  be  exquisite.  The  shores  of  the  river 
are  very  bold,  and  composed  of  richly  wooded  hills ;  and 
the  river  just  here  makes  a  fine  sweep,  which  has  a 
very  beautiful  effect. 

'  The  military  college  is  conducted  on  somewhat 
similar  principles  to  the  Academy  at  Woolwich,  thouj^h 
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in  some  respects  on  a  stricter  plan.  The  cadets  are 
admitted  from  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  generally  get 
their  commissions  before  twenty-three.  They  are  all 
kept  at  the  college  four  years,  during  "which  they  have 
only  two  months'  vacation.  At  the  end  of  four  years,  if 
able  to  pass  the  examination  (which  not  more  than  one 
third  are)  they  gradujite  and  receive  commissions, 
havinff  clioice  accordincj  to  merit.  The  Engineers  is 
the  hiii'hest  service  out  here.  Thev  have  a  first-rate 
education,  and  are  instructed  in  several  branches  not 
essentially  necessary  to  a  military  man.  They  have  no 
study  during  the  summer  months  (when  West  Point  is 
crowded  with  company),  but  live  in  tents,  and  are  con- 
stantly at  drill,  going  through  all  the  duties  of  a  private 
soldier.  Their  uniform  is  quiet  and  useful — grey,  with 
black  stripe  down  the  trousers,  and  roimd  brass  buttons 
on  the  coats,  which  have  short  tails,  like  our  cavalry. 
There  is  a  grand  nephew  of  Xapoleon  studying  here, 
the  grandson  of  Jerome,  whose  wife,  Madame  I^uona- 
parte,  lives  at  Baltimore.  He  has  a  foniily  likeness  to 
the  great  Emperor,  and  is  a  clever  fellow,  and  will 
probably  push  his  fortunes  in  France,  when  his  educa- 
tion is  completed. 

*  There  is  a  cemetery  for  the  cadets,  very  beautifully 
situated  on  a  high  point  near  the  river.  It  appeai-s, 
from  tlie  inscriptions,  that  it  is  customary,  when  a  cadet 
dies,  for  his  class  to  erect  his  monument.  On  another 
part  of  the  shore,  amid  a  grove  of  trees,  stands  one  to 
the  memory  of  Kosciusko,  who  I  believe  was  of  great 
assistance  to  the  American  army.' 
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CHAPTER  ir. 


MOOSE    IIUNTINO  — A   CANADIAN   FIRE. 


clui 


Quebec:  April  1852. 

*  IVyOW  for  the  moose  bunting.  I  wished  very  much 
-i- 1  to  have  gone  out  last  winter,  as  several  officers 
of  the  gfirrison  did,  and  returned  successfid  ;  T)ut  my 
hopes  were  blighted  by  my  commanding  officer  refusing 
me  leave. 

'  This  year,  when  I  got  leave,  I  found  some  difficulty 
in  getting  a  companion.  At  last  a  Lieutenant  O'Brien, 
of  the  54th  Regiment,  offered  himself,  was  accepted, 
and  the  start  arranged. 

'Moose  are  found  on  both  shores  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence, but  are  more  numerous  on  the  south  than  on 
the  north.  They  are  seldom  met  with  much  to  the 
south  of  Quebec.  They  return  year  after  year  to  the 
same  neighbourhood.  Though  shot  dow^n  without 
mercy  both  by  the  settlers  and  the  Indians,  the  hunters 
say  that  their  numbers  appear  rather  to  increase  than 
diminish.  They  are  probably  wanderers  which  roam 
free  and  unmolested  through  the  immense  jDine  forests 
of  North  America. 

*  The  moose  is  identical  with  the  elk.     He  is  a  large, 
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clumsy-looking  animal,  with  very  long,  powerful  legs, 
a  large  head,  with  a  remarkable  nose  or  mouffle,  large 
ears,  a  hump  on  the  neck,  a  mane,  and  a  long  tuft  of 
hair  under  the  chin;  his  eye  rather  small,  and  witliout 
the  eloquence  of  the  gazelle's  ;  his  tail  remarkable,  and 
similar  in  shape  to  a  hare's.  He  has  a  cloven  foot,  like 
the  deer  tribes,  and  sinks  at  each  stride  nearly  to  the 
full  depth  of  the  snow.  His  colour  is  generally  a 
greyish  brown  ;  the  hair  of  his  fur  long,  his  antlers 
corresponding  to  his  size,  but  only  procurable  in 
summer,  or  at  the  very  commencement  of  winter.  His 
skin  is  converted  into  mocassins,  snow  shoes,  iSiC.  His 
hair  is  dyed  and  worked  on  bark,  or  cloth.  In  the 
summer  time  moose  are  shot  from  the  water.  Many 
are  lost  in  this  sport,  as,  if  not  killed  by  the  hrst  bullet, 
they  run  away  into  the  bush  and  die  there. 

'In  the  summer  time  they  frequent  the  })anks  of 
rivers,  whither  they  repair  to  cool  their  limbs,  escape 
the  mosquitoes,  and  feed  off  the  roots  and  stems  of  a 
small  water  lily,  of  which  they  are  passionately  fond. 
They  will  drive  their  heads  and  shoulders  three  or 
four  feet  under  water  to  secure  this  "  bonne  bouche." 

*  The  hunters  who  were  to  accompany  us  into  the 
bush  lived  at  a  settlement  called  East  Frampton,  on 
the  River  Etchman,  about  forty-two  miles  from  (Quebec. 
They  were  Irishmen ;  four  brothers,  fine-spirited,  honest 
fellows,  perfectly  at  home  in  the  woods,  and  accustomed 
for  years  to  the  chase  of  the  moose.  They  were  su- 
perior, in  several  points  of  view,  to  the  Indians  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  accompanying  parties   on  these 


16 


CANADA   AND   THE   CRIMEA. 


hiinting  expeditions,  as  tliey  worked  harder  and  more 
cheerfully,  and  were  mucli  more  desirable  as  com- 
panions. Their  farms  being  covered  with  snow,  and  a 
dead  letter,  as  it  were,  for  so  many  months  in  the 
year,  they  take  to  hunting  every  winter  as  an  occupa- 
tion, realising  a  very  snug  little  sum  by  the  sale  of 
moose  skins,  mouffles,  &c.,  and  from  the  liberality  of 
the  gentlemen  who  may  chance  to  require  their  services 
as  hunters. 

*  On  the  two  days  preceding  our  start  Queljec  was 
visited  by  one  of  the  heaviest  snow  storms  that  had 
been  witnessed  even  in  that  favoured  city ;  but  on  the 
day  we  left  all  nature  was  at  rest.  Tlie  sun  shone 
brightly,  and  not  a  breath  disturbed  the  surface  of  the 
stately  river  as  we  crossed  it  in  our  canoe. 

*  Accidents  occasionally  occur  to  canoes  in  crossing 
the  St.  Lawrence  in  the  winter,  from  their  jrettino- 
jammed  between  the  stationary  ice  on  the  borders  of 
the  river  and  that  which  is  being  carried  down  with 
immense  force  by  the  stream.  A  canoe,  or  boat, 
getting  between  these  opposing  masses,  is  literally 
tossed  up  in  the  air  like  a  shuttlecock,  and  its  living 
contents  scattered.  We  were  entertained  with  an 
agreeable  description  of  an  accident  of  this  kind  while 


crossing. 


*  We  got  a  couple  of  sleighs  at  the  landing-place 
(Point  Levi),  and  proceeded  on  our  journey,  over  roads 
rendered  execrable  by  the  recent  fall  of  snow. 

'  After  travelling  about  eleven  hours,  we  foimd  our- 
selves, at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  in  a  small  house,  thirt}"- 
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six  miles  from  our  starting  point,  very  much  shaken 
and  very  tired. 

'  Our  road  lay  through  several  neat,  clean,  and  flou- 
rishinjx  French  Canadian  villages;  the  countrv  about 
them  wearing  the  appearance  of  cultivation,  and  cleared 
of  stumps  (an  indication  of  the  length  of  time  it  had 
been  settled).  We  reached  the  shanty  of  our  Irishmen 
on  the  next  day.  We  were  in  a  new  country ;  in  the 
place  of  the  comfort  and  cleanliness  we  had  left  but  a 
few  miles  behind  us,  were  Irish  dirt,  Irish  architecture, 
and  Irish  poverty.  Our  hunters'  dwelling  was  a  rude, 
unfinished  cottage,  with  three  small  windows,  and  a  door 
in  front,  kept  shut  during  the  winter ;  a  deficient  pane 
supplied  by  some  paper  stuck  to  the  sash  by  a  fork, 
which,  being  called  in  recjuisition  at  dinner-time,  as 
part  of  the  family  plate,  the  fresh  air  of  heaven  was 
permitted  to  enter,  and  chill  the  apartment  unol)- 
structed. 

'  One  end  of  the  principal  apartment  (and  there  were 
but  two,  besides  a  kind  of  attic)  was  occupied,  on  our 
arrival,  by  five  or  six  sheep  with  their  interesting  pro- 
geny, who  were  too  delicate  to  be  exposed,  at  that  cold 
season,  to  the  chilly  atmosphere  of  a  barn. 

'The  place  was  dirty;  but  the  inhabitants  formed 
together  a  group  which  pleased  me. 

Two  of  our  hunters,  fine,  intelligent  young  fellows, 
lived  there  with  their  mother  —  a  mother  of  fourteen 
children.  The  elder  of  the  two  was  married,  and  his 
family  had  evidently  a  prospect  of  being  transformed, 
at  no  distant  period,  from  the  singidar  to  the  plural 
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nuinher.  The  wii'v  was  a  young,  and  ratlier  plain  girl, 
but  lifsr  features  were  stamped  with  honest  good  feeling 
and  cheerfulness,  so  indispensable  in  the  companion  i)f 
a  poor  man.     Their  only  child,  however,  was  spoiled. 

'  Our  hunters  made  their  preparations,  during  the 
afternoon,  for  our  start  on  the  day  following.  At  night 
I  slept  on  the  floor ;  O'J^rien  in  a  bed  in  the  same  room. 
We  breakfasted  at  daybreak,  and  made  tracks  on  oiu' 
snow-shoes  about  an  hour  afterwards.  Snow-shoeing  is 
hard  work  when  the  snow  is  loose,  as  it  was  when  we 
started,  and  as  it  continued  during  the  whole  of  the 
time  we  were  in  the  bush.  When  the  surface  of  the 
snow  has  been  partially  thawed  by  rain,  or  the  lieat  of 
the  sun,  and  frozen  again,  a  crust  is  formed,  which  is. 
scarcely  broken  by  a  snow-shoe,  and  over  which  you  can 
walk  with  ease  and  comfort. 

'Each  of  our  four  hunters  drew  a  small  Indian  sleii>h 
(or  "tarboggin")  after  him,  laden  with  i)ro visions, 
buffalo  robes,  &c.  We  took  with  us  hard  biscuit,  flour, 
split-peas,  rice,  onions,  tea,  sugar,  and  brandy,  with  a 
few  pounds  of  pork.  We  speculated  on  soon  obtaining 
moose  meat. 

'  The  snow-shoeing  was  very  heavy ;  and  we  were 
glad  enough,  after  a  fatiguing  tramp  of  nine  or  ten 
hours,  to  arrive  at  a  spot  suitable  for  the  formation  of 
a  camp.     It  was  on  the  borders  of  the  River  Etchman. 

*  The  camp  was  formed  thus  :  —  a  hole,  about  ten  feet 
by  seven,  was  dug  out  with  snow-shoes  ;  two  trees, 
selected  as  supportei's  for  the  ridge-pole  of  our  roof, 
were  felled  to  within  about  seven  feet  of  the  ground  ; 
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the  ridge-pole  rested  on  these,  and  the  roof  was  formed 
of  bouL-hs,  covered  with  green  fir  branches,  tlie  ends  of 
the  boughs  resting  on  the  ridge-pole  and  sticking  into 
the  snow. 

'A  tire,  fxtending  right  across  the  hole,  was  lighted 
at  one  end  of  it,  and  at  first  smoked  horribly,  almost 
blinding  us.  Of  course,  with  such  rude  implements  as 
snow-shoes,  we  could  oidy  partially  clear  the  ground  of 
snow;  all  discrepancies,  however,  were  hidden  by  fir 
branches,  over  which  we  spread  our  buffalo  robes.  We 
slept,  it  is  needless  to  say,  with  our  clothes  on.  1  wore  a 
lud)itant's  "bcmnet  rouge,"  a  thick  red  woollen  night- 
cap, and  over  this  I  drew  the  head  of  ray  blanket-coat. 

*  Thus,  with  a  hard  carpet-})ag  for  a  pillow,  and  a 
blanket  rolled  round  me,  I  lay  down  to  repose,  with  the 
clear  sky  as  a  canopy  above  my  head,  and  the  l.iright 
moon  shininj;  full  in  front  of  me,  with  mv  head  witliin 
a  few  inches  of  the  snow-wall  of  our  cabane,  and  my 
feet  close  to  a  blazini]:  fire,  and  sonu'times  almost  burnt 
by  it.  I  sle2)t  badly  tlie  first  night ;  the  C(j1(1  was  intense, 
and  perhaps  the  strangeness  of  my  position  drove  away 
the  drowsy  god.  Next  morning,  after  a  hurried  meal, 
we  started  again,  shortly  after  seven  o'clock,  intending 
to  form  our  hunting  camp  two  or  three  miles  further  on. 
We  crossed  some  moose  tracks  during  our  journey.  Our 
hunters  left  their  packs  and  diverged  :  we  followed, 
hoping  for  sport ;  but,  after  walking  some  miles,  we 
crossed  the  snow-shoe  track  of  some  Indians,  who  liad 
evidently  anticipated  us.  In  the  woods,  if  a  man  dis- 
covers, what  is  called,  a  moose-yard,  or,  in  other  words, 
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finds  tr.'iccs  of  moose,  lie  liiis  a  ri<^'lit  to  Inint  tlie  moose 
thus  discovered,  as  loiiij  as  the  |)riiit  of  his  siiow-slioes  is 
visilih".     This  is  a  jj^eneral  law  in  huntinfj,  and  is  gene- 
rally respected.     Occasionally,  however,  a  dispute  arises 
as  to  the  right  of  priority ;  and  our  hunters  told  us  an 
anecdote    of  an    encounter   they   had    liiul    with    four 
Indians  hound  for  the  same  yard  as  they,  and  who,  at 
first,  asserted  their  rights  to  the  hunting  of  it.     Our 
men  explained  that  they  were  the  first  discoverers;  the 
red   men  appeared  satisfied.      Both    parties    professed 
feelings  of  mutual  friendship,  and  loaded  their  guns. 
At  night  they  rested  in  a  cahane,  with  a  fire  hetween 
them,  and  each  man's  gun  at  his  head,  watching  one 
another,  the  Indians  continually  coming  to  the  fire  to 
light  their   pipes,  and  neither  party  sleeping  a  wink. 
Each  expected  an  attack  from  the  other.     Incidents  of 
this  kind  rarely  occur,  and  the  Irish  and  Indians  are, 
generally  speaking,  on  good  terms.     After  our  fii'st  dis- 
appointment, we   C(mtinued  our  march  three  or  four 
miles  further,  and  leaving  two  men  in  camp,  O'Brien 
and  myself  started  off,  in  different  directions,  with  the 
other  two.    We  all  returned  unsuccessful  in  the  even- 
ing ;  tracks  of  moose  had,  indeed,  been  discovered,  but 
near  them,  likewise,  had  been  found  the  foot-prints  of 
our  rivals  the  Indians.      Our  hunters  were   annoyed. 
**"We  had  lost,"  they  said,  "through  those  infernal  rascals, 
six  or  seven  moose.     The  Indians  had  never  hunted  on 
those  grounds  before  :  they  had  anticipated  them  merely 
to  spite  them,  and  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the  preced- 
ing year's  success."     They  did  not,  however,  at  all  de- 
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spair,  but  only  rei>Tet ted  «the  additional  time  mid  troul)l»* 
uecessary  for  the  accoinplislmient  of  th(;ir  oltject. 

'Next  niornin<>-,  directly  after  our  rude  repast  had 
been  completed,  1  started  witli  my  man,  anil  O'Brien 
with  his  ;  the  other  two  were  left  ])eliind  to  tend  tlie 
camp,  prepare  pea-soup  for  dinner,  and  look  out  for 
moose-yards. 

'  We  had  a  hard  day's  walk.  Our  want  of  success 
made  our  hunters  energetic  ;  they  were  dcfcrhihied  to 
find  moose.  We  came  continually  on  fresh  ti'acks,  only 
to  be  as  continually  disappointed  by  finding  close  beside 
them  the  tracks  of  the  Indians,  who  seemed  to  haunt 
us  like  a  shadow. 

*  We  started  from  the  clearinii:s  on  Wednesday.  This 
was  Friday,  our  third  night  in  the  bush.  Just  before 
our  return  to  camp  we  found  a  moose-yard  about  five 
or  six  miles  from  our  woody  mansion.  Our  hunters 
were  full  of  conjectures  as  to  whether  it  had  shared 
the  fate  of  the  other  discoveries,  and  had  been  already 
hunted ;  it  was  too  late  then  to  ascertain  this.  We 
resolved  to  retiu'n  there  the  next  day.  We  did  so,  and 
were  successful.  We  killed  between  us  three  moose, 
a  cow  and  two  calves.  They  gave  us  a  pretty  sharp 
run. 

'  The  one  I  shot  was  a  young  bull.  When  I  got  up 
to  him  he  was  standing,  panting  and  exhausted,  with  the 
snow  up  to  his  chest ;  he  was  a  small  moose,  not  more 
than  five  feet  six  inches  at  the  shoulder,  but  still  a  fine 
animal. 

'  After  he  was  despatched  we  heard  shots  close  to 
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US,  Imrricd  on,  arid  found  juiotlicr  moose  at  l)ay,  and 
wounded,  with  tlic  d<»^^s  l);irkint,'  ut  liini.  I  tired,  niul 
hit  him  in  tlie  slioiddcr:  l)nt  my  cliar^^c  oi'  j)()\vder 
was  not  IarL;-e  enouLjii,  and  still  he  lived.  O'Hrien 
(who  was  not  so  active  on  snow-slioes  as  myself)  came 
up  and  shot  him  thn^unh  the  heiid.  JI(^  dropped 
without  a  <;roan.  TIk;  shoidder,  jmd  lu'hind  the  ear, 
are  the  two  most  vital  points. 

*  O'JJrien  killed  a  hum'  cow  with  one  bullet  iust 
beldnd  tlie  ear.  lie  was  si  very  ^ood  shot,  and  had 
had  a  great  deal  of  practice,  wild-hoar  hunting,  in  the 
West  rndies. 

'  The  cow  was  a  huge  beast,  upwards  of  seven  feet 
at  the  shoulder. 

'Immediately  after  the  moose  were  shof,  the  lumters 
proceeded  to  skin  them,  and  cut  off  their  moutfles, 
tonjifues,  and  mocassins.  Tliev  likewise  cut  out  the 
kidneys,  and  a  few  steaks,  leaving  the  mangled  car- 
cases in  the  snow. 

'  The  poor  settlers  draw  a^\ay  a  groat  deal  of  moose 
meat  thus  abandoned,  for  their  use  during  the  winter. 
The  Indians,  after  they  have  killed  a  moose,  allow 
the  settlers  to  have  all  the  rest  of  the  carcase  for  their 
trouble  in  drawing  out  the  hind  (puirters,  which  are 
sold  at  the  rate  of  fourpence  a  pound  at  Quebec ;  and, 
if  kept  long  enough,  are  very  good  eating.  We  got 
back  late,  and  tired.  However,  our  supper  of  moose 
kidneys  fried  with  onions  was  excellent. 

'  Next  day  being  Sunday  I  resolved  to  stay  in  camp  ; 
and  my  toes  were    so  very  sore  from  the  snow-shoe 
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str;>})s,  tliat  wliiitcvcr  the  day  luul  l)e«*'i  f  tohoiil     scarcely 
have  Ix'cu  iil)le  ti)  walk.     O'lJricn    it    naiiicd      itii  in 
The  men  went  out  to  lodk  tor  a  yard,  and  t'oimd  mu'. 

'We  started  alter  it  the  next  iiKiridn;^',  wlieii  I 
tninid  tliat,  in  aildition  to  niv  sDre  toes,  I  was  sntVerini; 
acutely  tVoia  lumbago. 

'  I  shall  ]i<»t  readily  f<>r<jfet  the  ])ain  and  tati<Mies  of 
(his  day.  We  were  six  hours  in  gettini;  up  to  our 
moose.  I  was  mentally  wishing  them  at  the  hottoU) 
of  the  sea,  during  this  interval.  When  we  got  up 
to  them  I  forgot  my  troubles. 

'  I  killed  a  nioctse  to-day  by  a  shot  just  above;  the 
eve.  A  doii'  was  holding  on  by  his  nose  all  the  tinu', 
and  tlie  nu)ose  striking  fiercely  at  him  with  his  fore 
feet.  It  is  very  dangerous  to  get  within  ten  or  fifteen 
yards  of  one;,  however  severely  wounded  he  may  be. 
He  collects  all  his  streuiith  and  runs  at  you,  and  if  hi' 
gets  up  to  you  he  will  soon  put  an  end  to  your  life 
with  a  few  strokes  of  his  fore  feet. 

*  One  of  our  hunters,  who  was  carrying  my  gun  in 
front,  shot  a  large  cow^,  which  being  the  case,  slu;  was 
considered  my  property,  and  T  had  her  two  fore  feet 
taken  off,  and  am  now^  getting  them  WH)rked  by  the 
Indians. 

*  We  reached  our  camp  sometime  after  sunset,  nearly 
dead  beat.  ]My  hunbago,  however,  w^as  gone.  We 
were  satisfied  with  our  success,  and  resolved  to  make 
tracks  for  the  clearings.  On  the  next  day  (Tuesday), 
when  we  awoke  at  sunrise,  we  found  snow  falling,  and 
we  made  a  journey  in  this  one  day  of  nearly  eighteen 
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miles  throii^'li  very  lie;ivy  dril'tH.  Our  liiiiitcrs  were 
ol>li<^'e(l  to  leiivc  tlieir  turl)o<,'^'ins,  with  most  of  the 
traps,  about  four  mih's  from  the  clearing,  as  they  were 
afraid  of  darknciss  eounujjf  on,  and  our  being  unable  to 
find  tlie  blazed  line.  In  the  bush  we  were  in  the  habit 
of  finding  the  time  by  observing  the  bearing  of  the 
sun  with  a  pocket  comi)a8s.  On  a  clear  day,  with  a 
compass,  a  man  accustomed  to  the  woods  is  never 
afraid  of  losing  himself.  We  reached  Quebec  on 
Thursday.' 

A  CdiKullan  Fire. 

<  Montreal :  July  11,  IHW. 

*  More  tlian  1,200  lionscs  have  been  consumed  by  fire 
in  this  city,  during  Tliursday  and  Fridav  last.  ]My 
house  escaped  by  a  miracle,  but  my  sleighs  were  both 
Inu'nt,  and  I  have  lost  several  things  iu  moving  my 
furniture,  &c.,  to  the  wharf. 

'  The  fire  broke  out  ;ibout  nine  o'clock  on  Thursday 
morning,  in  one  of  the  suburbs  of  the  town.  The 
water-pipes  are  being  changed  for  larger  ones,  and 
during  the  cliange  it  was  found  necessary  almost  to 
empty  the  reservoir  which  supplies  Montreal  with 
water.  Consequently,  scarcely  any  means  were  avail- 
able for  stopping  the  flames.  Most  of  the  houses  in 
the  suburbs,  and  nearly  all  the  outbuildings  attached 
to  large  houses  in  the  heart  of  the  city,  are  of  wood, 
with  wooden  roofs.  The  weather  bad  been  very  hot  for 
several  days  previous  to  the  fire,  and  the  thermometer, 
during  Thursday,  Friday,  and  Saturday,  stood  at  96°  in 
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tilt-  shade.  It  may  hv  imai^iiicd  liow  dreadfully  over- 
pt.wcriiij,'  this  heat  must  have  been,  C()ml)ined  with  the 
iutenst;  lieat  of  a  raj^'iii;;'  tire,  and  how  readily  the  dry 
ir'xKKh'ii  roofs  eauyfht  the  tlaiues. 

*The  tire  spread  with  fearful  rapidity,  ami  soon 
iiiuiiaced  niie  of  the  best  streets,  eompose»l  principally 
oi' handsome  private  residences.  Here  lived  several  of 
my  friends,  and  my  commanding'  officer,  Colonel  Dixon, 
K.E.,  who  was  absent  at  (^>uebec  on  dnty. 

'When  I  arrived  at  the  scene  of  action,  T  took  a 
general  surv(?y  of  the  tire,  and  rep(jrte(i  to  the  Command- 
ant <»f  the  (iarrison  what  I  thoui^ht  ought  to  be  done 
to  arrest  its  pn^gress.  Owing,  however,  to  the  universal 
confusion,  and  the  want  of  water,  nothing  I  suggested 
was  done.  Finding  that  my  professional  services  were 
useless,  I  applied  myself  to  rescue  property  ])elonging 
to  my  friends  ;  and,  after  cutting  down  and  securing  a 
large  nund)er  of  paintings  in  one  h(»use,  I  rushed  to 
my  colonel's,  and,  assisted  by  soldiers  of  the  Artillery 
and  20th  Kegiment,  succeeded  in  saving  greater  part 
of  his  furniture  before  the  flames  readied  them. 

'  jBy  this  time  my  eyes  were  almost  closed  with  dust, 
and  I  was  nearly  exhausted  with  heat  and  fatigue ;  so  I 
left  the  fire  for  a  few  minutes,  to  procure  some  brandy 
and  soda-water.  On  my  return  I  found  the  flames 
had  considerably  increased,  and  I  was  sent  for  by  the 
officer  commanding  the  troops,  introduced  to  the  chief 
engineer  of  the  city,  and  directed  to  blow  up  any 
houses  he  might  indicate.  It  is  perfectly  useless  to 
blow   up   wooden   houses,  as   they  offer   scarcely  any 
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resistimce  to  the  gunpowder,  and  the  scattei'od  frng'- 
inents,  instead  of  deadening,  only  serve  to  increase  tlie 
fury  of  the  flames.  I,  however,  made  an  effort  to 
arrest  the  fire  l»y  blowing  up  a  large  brick  house  with 
ninety  pounds  of  gun]><>wder.  I  was  Mssisted  by  the 
Artillerv  in  i>lacintr  the  charsre,  whicli,  on  account  of 
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the  near  proximity  to  the  flames,  and  a  quantity  of 
straw  which  was  lying  scattered  aljout,  \vas  a  service  of 
some  danger. 

'  The  bugles  sounded  the  alarm,  and  the  majority  of 
the  spectators  withdrew;  however,  notwithstanding  all 
the  bugles,  and  the  loud  shouts  of  the  bystanders,  one 
man  (wdiom,  I  conjecture,  must  have  been  half-drunk,) 
persevered  in  maintaining  his  position  on  a  log  of 
wood  close  to  the  doomed  house.  Nothin^^  W(juld  in- 
duce  him  to  move  ;  and  I  was  at  last  compelled,  at  my 
own  risk,  to  run  forward,  and  carry  him  off  in  my  arms, 
amidst  the  cheers  of  the  mob. 

*  The  explosion  brouglit  the  house  completely  to  the 
iXronnd,  but  owin^:  to  the  number  of  wooden  buildiriGfs 
on  all  sides,  was  not  sufHcient  to  arrest  the  fire.  I  rode 
Tom'  different  horses  during  the  day,  and  was  galloping 
about  for  several  hours,  with  my  clothes  torn,  in  all 
directions. 

*The  soldiers,  both  of  the  Artillery  and  2()th  Regiment, 
exerted  themselves  in  the  most  praiseworthy  manner, 
and  afforded  a  most  striking  contrast  to  the  apathy 
and  brutality  of  the  mob.  The  Roman  Catholic  arcli- 
bishop's  palace  was  involved  in  the  general  destruction, 
amid  the  despairing  prayers  of  the  priests  :  one  of  whom, 
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it  is  said,  threw  liimself  across  the  road^  .vith  a  crucifix 
in  his  hand,  and  prayed  God  to  permit  the  fire  to  proceed 
no  further.  At  last,  alxnit  halt-past  five  or  six  o'clock, 
the  flames  appeared  completely  subdued.  [  returned 
liome  and  chani^ed  mv  clothes,  and  was  issuiii'jf  from 
my  liouse,  at  about  half-past  seven,  when  I  met  the 
wife  and  daughter  of  my  colonel,  whom  I  accompanied 
to  the  Artillery  stores,  to  assist  them  in  recovering  some 
of  their  property  which  had  been  ]»laced  there  during 
the  morning.  We  had  just  loaded  a  cart  with  some  of 
their  effects,  when  we  ol)served  a  dense  coliu)in  of 
smoke  issuing  up  behind  Dalhousie  Sipiare  (near  whicli 
I  reside),  and  where  were  situated  our  mess  and  offices, 
jilrs.  Dixon  (who  is  an  old  lady)  was  exceedingly 
nervous,  and  much  alarmed  when  she  perceived  this 
second  fire  breaking  out.  I  used  all  my  efforts  to 
soothe  her,  and  accompanied  her  and  her  daughter  to 
their  hotel.  Just  before  we  arrived,  several  horses 
running  wildly,  without  Ijridles,  came  down  the  street. 
I  knew,  in  a  moment,  that  the  sta])les  beloni^cinLC  to  the 
oflicers  of  the  20th  Kegiment  were  on  fire,  and  was 
very  anxious  to  get  to  my  own  house.  Tlie  old  lady, 
however,  was  so  frightened,  that  T  did  not  like  to  leave 
her,  and  remained  until  the  cab  witli  her  tliin<rs 
arrived,  and  then  returned  to  get  a  fresh  load.  Leaving 
the  cab  at  the  store  with  her  servant,  I  ran  to  my  own 
house,  where  I  found  my  servant  had  packed  up  most 
of  my  things,  and  my  groom  had  removed  my  carriage 
and  horses  into  the  street.  All  the  out-buildiuLTs  at  the 
back  of  my  ht>use  are  of  wood,  and  as  dry  as  tinder  ;  the 
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wind,  however,  was  carrying  the  fire  steadily  away  from 
them. 

*  About  eight  or  nine  men  came  and  volunteered  their 
services  to  remove  my  property ;  and  a  friend  kept 
guard  over  my  tilings  as  they  were  moved  to  the  rear 
of  my  house.  To  him,  indeed,  I  feel  myself,  in  a  great 
degree,  indebted  for  their  preservation. 

*  I  found  my  groom  with  my  carriage  and  horses,  not 
knowing  what  to  do,  and  unable  to  manage  the  horses 
by  himself.  I  took  them  from  him ;  and  he,  assisted 
by  a  20th  private,  drew  my  carriage  after  me  to  an 
hotel  in  the  neighbourhood. 

*  The  fire  was,  at  this  time,  to  the  highest  degree  grand 
and  terrific.  An  enormous  hotel,  the  largest  in  the  city, 
was  burning.  The  flames  consumed  the  vast  building, 
and  no  less  than  nine  or  ten  stone  houses,  in  less  than 
two  hours.  The  fire  was  communicated  from  these  build- 
ings to  my  side  of  the  street ;  and  it  was  only  from  the 
fact,  that  my  house  is  situated  at  the  back  of  the  barracks 
occupied  by  the  20th  Kegiment,  and,  consequently,  that 
every  exertion  was  made  by  the  troops  to  prevent  the 
fire  spreading  in  that  direction,  that  it  was  preserved. 
While  engaged  in  removing  my  things,  I  heard  an  ex- 
plosion ;  and,  leaving  my  servants  to  look  after  my 
property,  I  hastened  to  the  fire,  to  ascertain  whether 
my  services  might  not  be  required  to  blow  up  houses, 
&c.  There  were  only  three  Engineer  officers  present  at 
the  fire,  four  being  absent  on  leave  or  duty.  I  repaired 
to  the  head  of  the  fire,  and  remained  there,  being 
gradually  driven  backwards  by  the  flames,  for  several 
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hours.  I  was  tlie  only  officer  present  at  tliis  spot,  all 
the  others  beiiij;-  near  the  harracks,  engaged  in  tlieir 
preservation.  The  corpoi-ation  of  the  city  begged  me 
to  blow  up  any  house  whose  destruction  I  thought 
would  retai'd  the  fire ;  and  they  brought  up  a  (piantity 
of  gunpowder,  with  some  wet  blankets  (l)y  my  desire), 
in  a  canoe.  I  bU'W  up  two  houses  evidently  doomed 
for  destruction  ;  but,  there  being  no  water  at  hand,  and 
the  wooden  buildin<;s  some  distance  in  advance  of 
the  burning  houses  Ix'ing  in  flames,  the  attemj)t  was 
futile. 

'  I  found,  when  I  approached  my  house  at  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  that  it  was  still  in  existence,  though  in 
great  danger.  I  obtained  a  fevered  sleep  of  an  hour 
and  a  half,  and  then  rose  and  went  to  the  wharf.  I 
found  my  servants  there,  looking  very  pale  and  fagged, 
and,  all  around,  furniture  and  baggage  of  every  descrip- 
tion, and  gi'oups  of  poor  men  and  women. 

^  jNEore  than  1(),()()0  persons  have  been  burnt  out,  and 
are  now  living  in  the  fields,  or  under  tents  and  sheds 
supplie  1  '()  them  by  Government. 

*  What  makes  this  terrible  calamity  the  more  ap])alling 
is,  that  there  can  hardly  be  any  doubt  that  it  was  mainly 
owinii"  to  incendiaries.  Even  the  nij^ht  after  the  fire, 
people  were  arrested  in  the  act  of  setting  fire  to 
buildings. 

•^  The  head-quarter  Engineer  Office,  the  District  Office, 
and  the  General  Office,  have  been  burnt.  Almost  all 
our  plans  {some  most  valuable),  papers,  and  reconis  were 
destroyed.     The  flames  spread  with  such  rapidity,  that 
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it  was  scarcely  possible  to  save  anything  from   these 
buildings. 

'  I  shall  never  forget  this  fire,  or  the  fatigue,  anxiety, 
and  exertion  I  underwent.  I  may  well  thank  God  for 
the  safety  of  my  own  life  and  of  most  of  my  property.' 
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TRAVELLING    IN    THE    UNITED    STATES. 


'Montreal:  Feb.  10,  185;>,. 
'  T  LEFT  :\rontreal  to  C(^inmence  what  ^[adaine  de 
J-  Stael  calls  "one  of  the  saddest  pleasures  in  life" 
to-day,  ]My  journey  liad  a  gloomy  conimencenient,  as  I 
was  late  for  the  train,  and  obliged  to  wait  Ibur  hours 
and  a  half  in  an  unfurnished  and  melancholy  waiting- 
room  till  another  started,  T  employed  the  time  in 
reading  a  couple  of  articles  in  the  ''  Westminster  Re- 
view/' and  was  commencing  another  on  the  eternal  sub- 
ject of  "  American  Slavery,"  and  "  Uncle  Tom's  Ca})in,"' 
when  the  "  Inis  "  from  .Alontreal  brought  over  its  party 
of  passengers  going  by  the  tiain,  which  I  was  certainlv 
not  this  time  too  late  for.  Among  the  travellers  I 
recognised  Lect  and  Dewar  in  company  with  some 
American  ladies,  whom  they  were  escorting  to  the 
terminus.     Lect  introduced  me  to  his  fair  friends. 

'  The  party  (with  whom  I  travelled  for  the  gi-eater 
part  of  this  day  and  the  next)  consisted  of  an  old  lady 
and  gentleman  and  three  girls.  They  Avere  natives 
of  Boston,  and  thither  bound.  The  ohl  lady  I  found 
afterwards  in  conversation  to  be  a  well-read,  observant, 
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acute,  and  energetic  woman, — a  type  of  a  lari^-e  class  in 
the  States.  She  talked  to  me  of  her  own  country,  and 
of  Canada ;  of  the  energy  and  rapid  devcdopnu-nt  of  the 
one,  and  of  the  torpor  and  apparently  self-satisfied  stag- 
nation of  the  otlier  ;  l)ut  was  much  ])leiised  \\\t\\  both 
jNIontreal  and  Quebec:  she  was  ac([uainted  with  some 
of  the  leading  men  in  the  States,  and  had  heard  and 
admired  some  of  its  most  eloquent  orators.  Siie  spoke 
of  Mr.  Ingersoll,  the  new  American  minister,  and 
therein  betrayed  that  feeling  of  reverence  for  wealth 
which  is  so  distinctive  a  trait  in  the  Yankee  character. 
She  thou<i-ht  Mr.  Ingersoll  would  not  ])e  able  to  main- 
tain  his  position  Vv'ith  such  eclat  as  his  predecessor  Mr. 
Lawrence,  .as  he  was  not  nearly  so  rich  a  man.  I 
endeavoured  to  convince  her  to  the  contrary,  by  assur- 
ing her  that,  though  money  had  its  due  influence  in 
England,  yet  wealth  and  position  were  by  no  means 
synonymous  terms. 

*  We  reached  House's  Point,  at  a  quarter-past  six  ;  at 
half-past  seven  were  entertained  with  a  meagre  and 
unsatisfactory  supper,  and  retired  to  rest  (at  least  I 
did)  very  soon  after,  having  visions  before  me  of  a 
journey  of  eighteen  hours  on  the  morrow. 

'  Friday,  Feb,  llfh.  —  Rose  at  a  little  after  5  a.m., 
after  passing  a  restless  night,  principally  owing  to  a 
propensity  for  walking  up  and  down  the  passage  out- 
side my  room,  developed  by  an  individual  in  thick 
boots.  Ate  some  tough  beefsteak  and  swallowed  a  cup 
of  weak  tea,  and  then  resumed  my  journey.  ]My  new 
friends  travelled  with  me  as  far  as  Windsor :  and  by 
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the  time  we  arrived  there,  I  found  mvself  talkinj;;  to  tlie 
younf^  ladies  witli  tlie  freedom  of  a  frii'ud,  instead  of 
the  reserve  of  one  day's  acquaintance.  Tiiey  chatted 
away  very  familiarly  and  cheerfully,  and  shook  hands 
quite  affectionately  when  we  parted,  hopiiiLj  I  would 
come  and  see  them  if  I  ever  came  to  Boston.  Thoy  were 
intelligent  girls,  and  had  apparently  read  most  of  the 
current  publications  of  the  day.  I  was  amused  at  tlie 
avidity  with  which  one  of  them  devoured  a  newspaper, — 
not  so  generally  appreciated  by  the  fair  sex:  at  home, — 
and  at  the  eager  manner  with  which  they  studied,  in 
the  pages  of  a  magazine,  Ji  picture  of  a  new,  and  in  my 
opinion  hideous,  fashion  in  dress.  They  did  not  pos- 
sess that  refinement  which  is  so  characteristic  of  an 
English  lady,  and  their  manners  would  certainly  not 
have  been  considered  perfection  at  liome ;  but,  spite  of 
this,  they  were  "cute,"  kind-hearted,  and  sociable,  and, 
at  all  events,  pleasant  travelling  companions  for  a  soli- 
tary bachelor,  who  is  delighted  at  the  opportnnity  of 
occasionally  escaping  the  melancholy  and  solitary  com- 
panionship of  his  own  thoughts. 

'The  Vermont  Central  Kailroad,  by  which  I  travelled 
from  Montreal  to  New  York,  traverses  here  and  there 
some  pretty  bits  of  scenery,  and  skirts  for  some  dis- 
tance the  waters  of  the  Connecticut  Ilivcr.  The  green 
mountains  are  the  most  striking  natural  objects  on  the 
route.  The  traveller  is  generally  doomed  to  monotony 
in  journeying  through  the  States.  Flat  tracks  of  par- 
tially cleared  wild  land  form  the  staple  of  the  scenery. 
The  thriving  appearance  of  all  the  towns  and  villages, 
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however,  on  the  route,  and  tlie  ohservations  v<»u  liear 
made  hy  travellers  conc<'rning  their  sudden  rise  and 
rapid  fi^rowth,  lead  you,  without  any  violent  stretch  of 
tlie  iniiij^driiition,  to  depict  to  yourself  the  altered  aspect 
of  wild  and  barren  nature,  in  a  few  years,  heneatii  the 
genial  influences  of  enerLfy  and  industry.  The  desolate 
swamps,  disfigured  by  blackening  stumps,  will  then 
teem  with  a  jL^'olden  harvest,  or  be  transformed  into 
grassy  meads,  and  all  nature  around  will  "burst  forth 
into  singing  and  gladness."  liailway  travelling  for 
many  hours  together  is  very  tedious  and  fatiguing.  I 
certainly  had  a  dose  of  it  to-(hiy.  After  a  bad  night's 
rest,  I  travelled  from  six  in  tin;  morning  till  twelve  at 
night,  arriving  sleepy  and  weary  at  the  ]Metropolitan 
Hotel,  New  York,  about  the  latter  hour.  Here,  in- 
stead of  turning  into  a  comfortable  bed,  I  was  obliired 
to  be  content  with  a  shake-down  in  a  tiny  cot  in  a 
small  bath-room,  every  room  in  the  Ijotel  being  en- 
gaged, and  several  sitting-rooms  having  already  been 
converted  into  pul)lic  bed-rooms.  My  ])ed  was  so 
placed  (and  almost  necessarily  so  from  the  size  of  the 
apartment),  that  were  I  to  have  had  troubled  dreams, 
and  roll  over  its  side,  I  slundd  inevitably  have  foimd 
mj'Self  in  a  dry  but  cold  bath.  I  altered  things  as 
well  as  I  could  ;  and  consoling  myself  with  the  reflection 
that  at  sea  the  rooms  were  still  smaller  than  the  one  I 
was  in,  gently  sinik  into  the  arms  of  "  Mvrpliij''' 

'Feb.  \2(l(.  —  I  availed  myself  of  my  position  this 
morning  to  have  a  most  luxurious  cold  and  shower 
bath,   indulging    in    both    at   the   same  time.     After 
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various  exorcises  of  ingenuity  with  regard  to  sjiaec,  I 
luaiiiigcd  to  clothe  myself,  and  wivlked  downstairs  to 
hrrakfast.  ''The  ^Metropolitan  Hotel"  (which  I  was 
now  able  to  examine  a  little  more  minutely  and  closely 
than  r  liad  hccn  the  evening  before;  is  one  of  those 
gigantic  palaces  with  which  it  delighteth  the  Yankees 
to  adorn  their  great  lh'oadwa3\ 

'Its  dimensions,  ami  tlie  number  of  people  it  will 
accomuKjdate,  I  mean  to  asceitain  before  leaving.  It 
lias  been  built  within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  and 
was  not  in  existence,  or  proljably  even  not  tlujught.  of, 
when  I  was  at  New  "i'ork  in  the  spring  of  ISoO.  Tl/rit 
the  Astor  House  was  the  t/redt  hotel',  —  now  it  is  con- 
sidered, by  the  side  of  its  young  and  gigantic  rival, 
(luite  an  ordinary  buihlinu'. 

'After  breakfast  I  walked  down  the  far-famed 
Ih'oadway  to  Wall  Street,  armed  wath  a  letter  of  credit 
for  500  dollars.  The  day  was  lovely,  and  as  warm  as 
April  in  England  ;  everything  looked  gay  and  smiling, 
and  I  felt  my  spirits  rising  under  the  genial  inHuence 
of  new  scenes  and  a  new  climate.  I  got  my  draft 
cashed,  took  a  hack-carriage,  and  drove  to  houses  near 
Broadway,  to  the  occupants  of  which  I  had  brought 
letters  from  Jud<re  Day  of  Montreal.  After  driving 
about  for  an  hour  and  a  half  at  a  snail's  pace  (the 
carriage  being  taken  by  the;  hour),  I  paid  two  dollars 
for  the  pleasure  of  being  bored,  and  proceeded  to 
climb  the  staircase  leadinii'  to  the  sunmiit  of  Trinitv 
Church,  Broadway,  the  tinest  in  New  York.  An  ascent 
of  308  steps  brought  me  almost  to  the  top  of  the  spire, 
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Lut  before  reacliint,'  tliis  enviii])le  elfvation  I  liad  on- 
joyed  the  maii^uiftc'ent  view  coinmanded  by  the  cliurcli 
from  a  liuiii1)ler  altitude.  The  vast  city,  teeiiiin;^  witli 
life,  bustle,  and  Jictivity,  lay  at  my  feet.  The  beautiful 
harbour,  with  its  coasts  retlccted  in  the  calm  blue 
water,  bathed  in  sunshine,  encircled  it.  The  white 
sails  of  numerous  ele^-ant  craft  <j^littered  in  the  bright 
and  joyous  light,  and  gave  character  and  animation  to 
the  tramiuil  expanse  over  which  they  glided.  INIeii 
walking  below  in  the  busy  ]h-oadway  seemed  like 
moving  specks  on  the  earth's  surface.  There  they 
were  toiling  for  business  or  for  pleasure,  and  playing 
their  great  and  little  parts  on  the  stage  of  life !  New 
York,  embraced  in  a  covp  iVo'll  from  this  point, 
impresses  the  spectator  by  the  breadth  and  grandeur 
of  its  streets,  and  by  the  magnitude  of  some  of  its 
blocks  of  buildings,  as  well  as  with  the  regularity  with 
which  it  has  been  laid  out.  When  the  plan  for  this 
vast  city  is  filled  up  (and  who  can  tell,  with  the  energy 
of  its  populace,  v:]ig)l  that  may  be),  it  will  assuredly 
be  worthy  of  being  called  the  capital  of  the  world. 

*  The  interior  of  Trinity  Church  (in  which  I  was 
not  sorry  to  find  myself  after  the  fatigue  of  climbing) 
is  rich  and  handsome,  but  rather  sombre.  The  style 
is  Gothic,  and  the  building  itself  is,  I  believe,  con- 
sidered the  best  specimen  of  that  style  in  America.  It 
has  a  very  rich  stained-glass  window  over  the  altar, 
with  figures  of  our  Saviour  and  four  Evangelists  in- 
troduced. Over  the  central  figure,  on  two  glass  com- 
partments,  are  the  significant  Greek  letters,  Alpha  and 
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Onu'ga.  The  Bishop  of  New  York  usually  officiates 
in  this  church  ;  and  I  was  told  that  he  wouhl  preacli 
on  Sunday,  and  hohl  a  eontirniation  afterwards.  The 
church  is  surrounded  bv  a  small  burial-yfround,  tilled 
with  plain,  unpretending,^  monuments.  A  new  one,  of 
rather  more  and)itious  character  than  the  rest,  is 
erected  to  Captain  Lawrence,  who  fell  in  the  cele- 
brated action  between  the  Chesa[)eakeand  the  Shannon. 
An  inscription  in  suitable  and  dij^nitied  lanj^uage 
records  the  virtues  of  the  deceased,  and  his  claims  on 
the  gratitude  of  his  countrymen. 

'  Leaving  the  church,  well  satisfied  "with  my  visit,  I 
retraced  my  steps  towards  my  hotel,  my  attention  en- 
grossed l)y  the  gay  crowd  who,  in  their  carriages  and 
on  foot,  were  out,  breathing  the  pure  delightful  air  and 
enjoying  the  fine  weather.  Many  an  expensive  carriage 
and  handsome  pair  of  showy  horses  passed  rae,  and 
occasionally  a  pretty  face  might  be  seen  peeping  from 
a  window.  I  say  occasionally,  for  the  New  York  ladies 
cannot,  as  a  class,  lay  claim  to  great  beauty.  There  is 
a  strong  family-likeness  among  them  all,  and  a  pecu- 
liar and  characteristic,  though  not  an  agreeable,  expres- 
sion in  every  face.  Slight,  fragile,  and  delicate  figures, 
with  feet  and  ankles  which  might  be  envied,  even  in 
China, — faces  filled  with  an  eager,  restless,  though 
clever  and  intelligent,  expression, — countenances  unin- 
fiuenced  and  unabashed  i>y  the  gaze  of  a  stranger  (from 
the  American  habit  of  living  so  much  in  public), — a 
costume  reminding  one  of  the  oidrc,  Paris  fashions, — 
make  a  tout  ensemble  not  altogether  disagreeable  or 
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widioiit  merits,  l)iit  wliicli  ;iu  l''ii;^Ii.sliiii;in  finds  very 
inferior  to  that  coinbination  of  rare  and  Iteantiful 
traits  !ind  (|ualitieM  which  make  and  charaeteris(.»  one 
of  iiis  fair  countrywomen.  Tlioso  wlio  ha,ve  strolled 
down  Ive^'ent  Street  and  down  Mroadway  will  at  onee 
see  the  contrast,  and  the  advantage  of  it  in  favour  of 
Old  I'lngland.  ^^Co'lion  iion  (nilmtnn  inifUtitt  <jin 
trans  mare  currintf."'  T  think  1  shall  always  be  of 
tli(!  same  o))iiiion  on  tliis  point. 

'  I  visited  on  my  way  back  to  the  ^Metropolitan 
*' Risle3'\s  INloving  ]*anorama  of  the  Thames,"  and 
'•'  Aryan's  Picture  (iallery."  1  came  in  about  the 
middle  of  the  former  exhibiticm,  but  was  much  pleased 
with  what  I  saw.  The  painting  is  calculated  to  impress 
the  Yankees  with  the  greatness  of  England,  .and  the 
beauties  and  interesting  associations  of  "  Old  l-'atlier 
Tliames."  Its  varied  scenes  carried  me  home  again  ;  and 
I  rec(»gnised  with  pleasure,  not  unmingled  with  regret, 
many  a  familiar  spot  connected  with  pleasing  recollections. 

'  "  l^ryan's  Picture  Gallery"  is  a  small  collection  of 
paintings,  collected  at  great  trouble  and  expense  from 
viirious  parts  of  Europe;  several  of  them  by  liubens, 
Teniers,  Correggio,  Katfaelle,  Giorgione,  Hogarth,  ifcc, 
though  none  that  couhl  be  called  a  favourable  specimen 
of  the  styles  of  these  great  masters.  A  small  female 
head,  by  Greuze,  pleased  me  the  best,  and  I  was 
complimented  by  the  man  in  charge  for  my  taste, 
and  told  that  that  was  considered  one  of  the  gems  of 
the  collection.  Two  large  paintings  from  M;irshal 
Soult's  gallery,  the  "  Descent  from  the  Cross,"  and  the 
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"  Ailttnitinii  nl"  the  Slu'|)lu'nls,"  oviiici*  the  ciicrLry  dis- 
played ill  [irocurinLj  Itictiircs.  I  dined  ;it  the  tivr 
o'clock  ordiiiiM'V  !i,t  the  AIctropolitMii  ;  the  diuiiii^'-rooiii 
will  easily  coiitiiiii  ui)\V!irds  of  200  pcr-oiis.  'i'lif  dinner 
is  excellent,  both  in  nnilrrli'l  and  cdoUeiy.  TIm'  ladies 
dine  with  the  ^^vntlenien,  seats  in  particniar  j)laees 
Iteinj,'  <;enerally  pi'e-enga;j^ed  for  parties  tra\'ellin<^' 
to<'ether.  They  dress  verv  nicely,  and  with  ijreat 
attention  to  effect.  What  a  temptation  to  a  pretty 
girl  (l)i-oiight  np  'V  VA)iu'vic(Uue)  with  plenty  of  money 
for  makinif  herself  the  observed  of  all  oliservers!  A 
table  lidildess  !  Whatev«'r  effect  all  this  may  have  (»n 
ladies,  it  is  agreeable  enough  to  the  gentlemen  t(»  havt; 
pretty  faces  to  look  at  and  admire,  even  tliongh  they 
may  claim  no  more  ac(piaintance  with  their  owners 
than  a  eat  with  a  kinf^  In  the  eyeiiin<;  I  went  to 
Wallack's  Theatre,  in  l^roadway,  to  see  the  "  i.ady  of 
Lyons"  acted;  the  theatre  is  a  neat  and  pretty  on(^,  the 
scenery  and  acting  were  both  good,  and  the  andience 
remarkably  orderly  and  well-behaved  :  I  had  never  seen 
Bulwer's  celebrattid  play  before, — it  (piite  delighted  me  I 
The  beautiful  character  of  Pauline  l)(!schappelles  was 
sustained  by  Miss  Laura  Keene,  and  ample  justice  was 
done  it  by  this  accomplished  and  fascinating  actress. 
The  successful  conquest  of  woman's  deep  unalterable 
love  over  her  wounded  pride  and  sense  of  wrong  was 
most  touchingly  and  delicately  ri'udered.  Every  feeling 
of  woman's  heart, — her  love,  disdain,  contempt,  devo- 
tion, pride,  and  despair, — were  all  truthfully  and  faith- 
fully i)ortrayed.    The  character  of  Claude  Melnotte,  her 
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lover,  was  likewise  well  acted,  and  tlie   minor  actors 
sufficiently  good  not  to  mar  the  interest  of  the  piece. 

'Feb.  I'Sth. — Snowinfj  hard  when  I  awoke.     I  gazed 
from   the    garret    I    occupied    with    some    satisfaction 
at  the  falling  flakes,  picturing   to  myself  amusement 
in    the    spectacle    of  Yankee   sleighing.     I  walked   to 
Trinity    Church,  and    heard    the    Bisliop    preacli,  and 
confirm  afterwards,  as  I  had  been  led  to  expect  I  should. 
The  sermon  was  good,  and  much  to  the  point ;  it  was  on 
the  subject  of  confessing  Christ  before  men.     I  took  a 
long   walk  after  church,  traversing    nearly  the    whole 
length  of  Broadway,  and  visiting  the  site  of  the  pro- 
jected  Crystal    Palace.       This  latter  is  partially   con- 
structed, and  gives  promise  of  being  both  an  elegant 
and  beautiful  building.     It  looks  infinitelv  smaller  than 
the  Exhibition  building    in   England,  and   is  situated 
quite  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  on  a  piece  of  ground 
adjoining  the  great  Croton  Reservoir.     The  two  erec- 
tions will  be  a  striking  contrast  to  each  other, — evanes- 
cence and  durability  side  by  side.     The  neighbourhood 
of  the  chosen  site  is  very  wild    and    barren,  and  the 
buildings  in  the  vicinity  by  no  means  eitlier  picturesque 
or  ornamental :  we  shall  see  what  change  the  hand  of 
man  may  be  able  to  accomplish  when  the  1st  of  May 
comes.     An  intelligent  citizen,  of  whom  I  made  some 
inquiries,  informed  me  that  there  were  to  be  all  kinds 
of   Hippodromes    in   the   neighbourhood,   and   that   a 
French  confectioner  was  about  to  erect  a  Fairy  Palace, 
and  dedicate  it  to  cakes  and  gingerbread. 

*  I  was  much  struck  by  the  many  noble-looking  private 
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residences  I  passed  on  my  way  to  this  place.  Plftli 
Avenue,  Union,  and  Madison  Squares  abound  in  them. 
The  number  of  the  wealthy  class,  "  the  upper  ten 
thousand  "  in  New  York,  must  be  very  considerable  : 
mendicants  there  appear  to  be  scarcely  any,  and  I  have 
only  seen  one  object.  The  Irish  supply  the  bone  and 
.sinew  to  Brother  Jonathan  for  carrviuy:  out  his  enter- 
prising  designs  and  speculations.  An  Irishman,  after  a 
short  residence  in  the  States,  endeavours  often  to  out- 
Yankee  the  Yankees  themselves :  he  cultivates  a  peaked 
beard,  guesses  with  a  rich  brogue,  and  wishes  for  a 
sallow  complexion.  This  I  cannot  say  I  have  en- 
countered myself,  but  I  can  easily  believe  it.  To-day 
at  dinner  I  sat  close  to  a  most  gorgeously  apparelled 
damsel,  who,  but  for  her  high  cheek-bones,  might  have 
been  mistaken  for  a  Frenchwoman  ;  she  was  dressed  in 
a  rich  scarlet  geranium-coloured  silk  gown,  trimmed 
and  ornamented  with  black,  her  hair  brushed  well 
back,  after  the  American  fashion,  and  with  "  rings  on 
her  fingers,"  and,  for  aught  I  could  tell  to  the  contrary, 
"  bells  on  her  toes  ;"  her  complexion  was  most  delicate, 
and  something  between  a  maiden-blush  and  a  peach- 
blossom.  Altogether  she  was  a  bright  object,  and 
relieved  the  black  coats  of  the  men  near  her  most 
admirably:  she  was  stylish,  without  being  pretty  or 
attractive ;  had  she  been  either  of  the  latter  I  should 
have  spoken  of  her  with  more  reverence.  A  Sunday 
evening  in  a  large  hotel  where  you  know  no  one  is  not 
likely  to  be  lively.  I  wrote  some  journal,  read  three  or 
four  of  Macaulay's  speeches  (which  pleased  me  much) 
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and  watched  several  happy  pairs  of  ladies  and  gentlemen 
promenading  up  and  down  one  of  the  large  passages  of 
the  hotel.  It  struck  me  as  rather  aremarka])le  circum- 
stance, hut  one  which  I  noted  in  many  cases,  that  the 
doors  of  private  sitting-rooms,  in  which  ladies  are 
sitting  talking  to  one  another,  were  almost  invariably 
left  wide  open,  to  afford  passers-by  an  opportunity  of 
beholding  and  scrutinising  a  series  of  small  natural 
tableaux  vivants.  A  young  damsel,  whom  I  judge  from 
her  eyes,  complexion,  and  youth,  to  be  fresh  from  the 
South,  and  from  school,  has  for  the  last  day  or  two 
directed  occasional  glances  at  me, — not  of  love,  but 
apparently  of  compassion  for  my  solitary  and  isolated 
position.  I  endeavour  in  return  to  infuse  as  much  gra- 
titude as  I  can  into  my  looks,  and  I  always,  on  sitting 
down  at  table,  glance  my  eye  round  the  room  in  search 
of  mv  sensitive  little  friend.  I  shall  begfin  soon  to  feel 
that  we  are  ac(|uainted,  and  shall  perhaps,  if  I  am  near 
her  and  absent  in  mind,  ask  after  her  father  in  New 
Orleans,  or  whether  she  finds  New  York  cold  after  the 
South. 

'' Feh.  \Aih. — Cold,  but  bright  and  cheerful.  After 
breakfast  I  sauntered  down  Broadway,  and  visited 
several  Law  Courts  in  the  City  Hall.  The  absence 
of  wigs  .and  gowns  is  at  first  very  striking  to  an 
Englishman.  The  judge,  too,  is  by  no  means  the 
same  terrible  and  imposing  person  (whose  very  frown 
agitates  the  hair  of  a  culprit)  that  we  see  adminis- 
tring  justice  at  Westminster  Hall  or  the  Old  Bailey. 
He  is  a  simple  citizen  in  a  black  coat,  sitting  in  an  arm- 
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chair  behind  a  kind  of  elevated  desk.  He  is  addressed 
as  "the  Court."  The  counsel  en<j:af'ed  in  several  of  the 
courts  sat  on  opposite  sides  (if  the  term  be  admissible) 
of  a  round  table,  placed  near  the  centre  of  the  Court. 
They  did  not  appear  to  me  to  conduct  the  examination 
and  cross-examination  of  witnesses  quite  so  reii^ularly 
as  an  English  barrister  does ;  but  they  g-enerally  looked 
keen,  'cute  men,  ready  to  catch  a  point  instantaneously, 
or  detect  any  flaw  in  statement  or  argument.  I  was 
fortunate  enough  at  the  District  Court  of  New  York  to 
hear  a  celebrated  lawyer,  a  ]\Ir.  Caleb  ]3.  Cushing,  plead 
a  cause  for  the  defence.  He  spoke  more  than  three 
hours.  I  heard  the  latter  half  of  his  address,  which 
struck  me  as  very  powerful  and  impressive.  The  charge 
against  the  prisoner,  whose  cause  he  pleaded,  was  for 
smuggling, — a  crime  which  in  the  United  States  is  most 
severely  punished,  the  greater  part  of  the  revenue  of  the 
country  being  derived  from  the  Customs. 

'  I  continued  my  stroll  down  Broadway  after  this  visit 
to  the  ]Majesty  of  Law,  and  lounged  into  liarnum's 
American  JNIuseum,  a  vulgar  collection  of  curiosities. 
The  state-coach  formerly  belonging  to  Queen  Adelaide 
figures  conspicuously :  the  footmen  and  coachmen  in 
wax  are  dressed  in  state  liveries.  There  is  an  extra- 
ordinary petrifaction  exhibited  in  this  .Aluseum,  which, 
if  genuine,  is  certainly  very  curious.  It  is  a  group, 
consistiug  of  a  man  on  horseback  encircled  })y  a 
luige  boa  constrictor.  The  man  is  represented  as  a 
South  American,  and  the  group  is  asserted  to  have 
been  discovered  in  a  cave,   where  it  had  been  bjliKj 
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for    ages,  and   about   which   probahly  its   present  and 
future  proprietors  will  lie  for  ages  to  come. 

'  On  returning  homewards,  I  called  at  the  St.  Nicholas, 
and  requested  to  he  shown  a  celebrated  apartment  in 
that  hotel,  called  the  Bridal  Chamber.  Bridal  chambers 
are  common  enough  in  steamers  in  America,  but  I  had 
never  before  heard  of  a  particular  room  in  an  hotel 
exclusively  devoted  to  the  delights  of  the  honeymoon. 
The  room  at  the  St.  Nicholas  is  small ;  its  walls  are 
covered  with  fluted  white  satin,  and  the  sofas  and  chairs 
are  of  the  same  material.  The  bed,  with  a  refinement 
of  ostentatious  indelicacy,  occupies  the  centre  of  the 
apartment ;  its  curtains  are  of  rich  white  satin,  and  it 
is  illuminated  by  four  crystal  lustres  (each  for  four 
burners),  one  at  every  corner  ! ! !  A  rich  veil  of  lace, 
worth  several  hundred  dollars,  reposing  on  a  quilt  of 
white  satin,  greets  the  eye  when  looking  downwards 
from  the  glories  of  the  curtains.  The  modest  sum  of 
150  dollars  per  noctem  is  charged  to  the  occupants  of 
this  luxurious  apartment.  I  think  the  pair  who  occu- 
pied it,  when  they  emerged,  would  be  as  great  curiosities 
as  the  room  itself. 

*  In  the  evening  I  went  to  the  opera,  wdiere  a 
crowded  audience  were  assembled  to  hear  jNIadame 
Soutag  in  "  Lucia  di  Lammermoor."  I  had  never  heard 
her  before,  and  was  a  little  disappointed  at  the  piano 
manner  with  which  she  executed  several  airs.  She 
has  created  a  perfect  furor  in  America, — to  do  which 
it  is  only  necessary  to  achieve  an  European  reputation. 
Mr.  Bancroft,  the  American  historian,  sat  in  front  of 
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me  at  the  opera.  He  is  a  lively  old  gentleman,  with 
extraordinary  hair  and  spectacles.  Phrenologists  would 
not,  I  think,  pronounce  him  a  genius  at  first  siglit : 
he  is,  I  believe,  a  native  of  Boston,  where  he  resides. 

'^  Feb.  I'jih. — To-day  I  strolled  about  Inroad  way  ;  and 
at  about  eleven  o'clock,  paid  a  visit  to  the  "  Tond)s,"  the 
Newy^ate  of  Xew  Y(jrk.  The  buil(lin<x  is  situated  near 
Broadway,  and  has  somewhat  the  ap{)earance  of  an 
Egyptian  Temple;  there  are,  of  course,  scarcely  any 
windows  to  relieve  the  eye.  The  prisoners,  in  ])airs, 
are  confined  in  small  apartments;  visitors  walk  along 
a  narrow  platform,  and  look  at  them  through  the  grat- 
ings of  their  dungeons,  as  they  would  at  wild  beasts.  I 
hurried  away  from  the  spectacle  of  degraded  hiuuanity, 
and  amused  myself  by  walking  up  and  down  Broadway, 
and  looking  at  unconvicted  citizens. 

'I  met  a  gentleman  whom  I  knew  at  ^Montreal  at 
the  Metropolitan.  He  pointed  out  to  me  Mr. 
Meagher,  the  Irish  editor  of  the  "  Nation,"  who  was 
concerned  in  the  Smith  (^'Brien  riots  ;  and  who,  after 
first  escaping  with  his  life,  had  at  last  managed,  by 
breaking  his  parole,  to  escape  fnmi  confinement.  Walk- 
ing up  to  the  ofiicer  on  guard,  with  a  pair  of  loaded  pistols 
in  his  hands,  he  said,  "  I  surrender  myself,"  I  suppose  ; 
adding,  "  I  '11  shoot  you  if  you  attempt  to  take  me." 

'  Such  is  the  flimsy  subterfuge  by  which  ]Mr.  Meagher 
endeavours  to  escape  the  imputation  of  having  broken 
his  parole ;  he  is  treated  in  the  States  as  a  hero  and  a 
martyr ;  an  address  has  been  presented  to  him  by  the 
City  of  Xew  York,  signed  by  the  ^Nlayor ;  and  he  lectures 
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uii  "Australia,"  and  "(i  rattan  and  tlu-  V()lunt(,'ers  of  '82/' 
to  crowded  audiences.  He  is  v()iin<;,  t.iid  ratlier  t^ood- 
lookin(,^  The  Americans  synipatbise  he;i,rtily  with  every 
blackguard,  from  Ireland  or  elsewhere,  wlio  mak(^s  him- 
self conspicuous  by  his  pretended  efforts  for  liberty, 
against  the  cause  of  oi'der  and  constituted  authority. 

'  A  lar<;e  monument  stands  in  one  of  their  cemeteries 
in  Broadway,  raised  to  the  memory  of  Thomas  l^^mmet, 
brother  of  the  celebrated  Robert,  wlio,  however,  in  this 
case,  though  a  rebel,  was  certainly  a  fine  fellow. 

*  I  was  invited  this  evening  to  dine  with  ]\lr.  Law,  a 
New  York  merchant,  living  in  Tenth  Street,  and  the 
conversation  at  dinner  turned  on  the  alleo-ed  chum  of  a 
missionary  clergyman,  known  in  the  States  as  the  Rev. 
Eleazar  "Williams,  to  be  considered  the  Dauphin  of 
France.  It  is  said  that  he  was  privately  conveyed  to 
America,  and  the  body  of  some  other  person  shown  to 
the  Duchess  d'Angouleme  as  that  of  lier  brotlier.  He 
served  in  the  American  arn^y  during  the  war,  and, 
though  <jnly  in  a  suljordinate  position,  received  the 
thanks  of  Congress.  The  Prince  de  Joinville,  it  is 
further  stated,  when  in  America,  paid  him  a  visit,  and 
asked  him  to  sign  a  paper  renouncing  all  claim  to  the 
throne  of  France,  on  consideration  of  the  receipt  of  an 
annual  income.  This  3Ir.  Williams  refused  to  do;  and 
stopped  the  prince's  remonstrances  by  ([uietly  saying. 
"  If  I  am  the  Dauphin,  as  you  represent,  I  am  ^^our 
superior."  The  whole  affair  is  wrajiped  in  mystery  ; 
but  sufficient  is  known  or  conjectured  to  produce  great 
excitement  in  the  States. 
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']\Ir.  Williams  preaches  at  New  York  ;  he  has  resided 
for  some  time  as  a  missionary  on  the  United  States 
frontier.  Jiis  story  has  been  told  by  some  very  re- 
spectal)le  citizens  of  New  York  in  one  of  the  maL,^a/ines, 
but  I  do  not  think  very  much  credit  can  be  attaclicd  to 
it.  The  improbability  of  the  Prince  de  Joinville's  at- 
tempting to  bril)e  a  man  not  to  assert  a  claim,  whose 
existence  he  must  have  been  iLrnorant  of,  is  a  strong' 
argument  against  the  truth  of  the  story. 

'The  dinner  was  excellent:  young  gre<'n  jieas  and 
prairie  hens  were  great  delicacies  to  a  man  fi'om  the 
wilds  of  Canada.  ]\[rs.  Law  is  an  iutelliLTcnt,  well- 
educated  woman.  She  was  very  kind  and  courteous, 
and  exijressed  her  regret  at  mv  not  havinij"  been  with 
her  in  the  morning,  when  she  had  been  paying  some 
reception  visits;  and  I  might  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  abodes  of  some  of  the  merchant  ])rinces  of 
New  York.  Dr.  ^Metcalfe,  one  of  the  guests,  had  been 
educated  at  West  Point,  and  had  served  in  Mexico  with 
the  American  army  ;  he  described  the  service  f)n  the  fron- 
tierasharassingand  monotonous, — exertion  and  exposure 
uncombined  with  amusement  or  agreeable  excitement, — 
something  of  what  the  Caffre  war  is  to  our  soldiers. 

'The  ina'.iu'uration  of  (leneral  Pierce  as  President  was 
expected,  I  heard  here,  to  be  very  quiet,  on  account  of 
his  domestic  bereavements.  Senators,  Mrs.  J^aw  told 
me,  were  not  tlie  men  now-a-days  tliat  they  Nvcre  for- 
merly. She  described  l^resident  Fillmore  as  a  pi'rfect 
gentleman  in  manner,  and  most  agreeal)le  in  conversa- 
tion.    The  children  (very  pretty  ones)  joined  us  at  dcs- 
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sort,  iind  wo  all  adjourned  to  the  drawing-room  together, 
according:  to  the  American  custom.  Dr.  and  iNIr.s.  Met- 
culfe  were  engaged  to  some  other  parties,  and  left  soon 
after  dinner.  I  followed,  thanking  my  hospitahle  hostess 
for  her  kindness,  and  receivini;  an  invitation  to  call  at 
her  house  again  on  my  return  from  the  South. 

'' l\h.  \Gth. — Wet  and  disagreeable.  Remained  in- 
doors all  day.  Kead  the  papers,  and  WTote  a  letter  to 
England.  The  papers,  though  generally  a  little  bitter 
against  "  Old  England,"  have,  I  found,  often  articles 
written  in  a  conciliatory  spirit,  and  rebuking  the  ob- 
noxious sw^agger  and  braggadocio  so  characteristic  of  a 
certain  class  in  the  States. 

*  While  at  New  York  I  saw^  the  funeral  procession  of 
one  of  the  New  York  Volunteers,  who  had  died  from 
the  effects  of  the  climate  of  Mexico,  pass  down  Broad- 
way. It  was  w^ell  attended,  and  I  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  a  few  American  soldiers.  They  looked  a  rougli 
lot,  marched  in  a  loose  straggling  manner,  and  had 
anything  but  a  parade  appearance.  The  liberty  they 
enjoy  of  cultivating  scraggy  beards  at  pleasure  is  more 
than  sufficient  to  destroy  uniformity  of  a])pearance.  1 
left  New  York  at  about  five  o'clock  for  Philalelphia, 
distant  eighty-eight  miles.  The  line  traverses  a  fiat 
uninteresting  country.  I  crossed  tw^o  ferries,  one  at 
New  York,  and  the  other  over  the  Delaware  River,  from 
Camden  to  Philadelphia,  and  reached  the  Ir.tter  city  at 
about  half-past  seven  o'clock.  I  was  poked  up,  as  usual, 
in  a  small  room  in  the  sixth  storv,  and  wxnt  to  bed 
tired  and  uncomfortaljle.' 
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CH AFTER  IV. 

nilLADELrniA— OIT?ARD   COLLEGE — STATE    IIOUSE. 

'27^'/?.  18//i.— Girard  Colle<rc,  tlie  lionof  Philadelpliia, 
is    a    niai^niticent   building,    or   rather  jj^roup  of 
buildings.     It  consists  of  a  central  temple  of  Grecian 
architecture,  slightly  resendjling  the  Madeleine  at  Paris, 
and  four  isolated  buildings  —  two  on  eitlier  side  of  the 
temple, —  the  whole  built  of  wliite  marble.     It  is  the 
most  noble  monuuient  of  individual  charity  in  this  or 
perhaps  any  other  country,  and  was  constructed  solely 
from  funds  bequeathed  by  Stephen  Girard,  a  native  of 
France,  who  settled  and  accumulated  an  immense  for- 
tune in  Philadelphia,    j^esides  two  millions  of  dollars  for 
the  erection  of  this  college,  he  left  large  sums  to  many 
public  charities.     Girard  College  is  built  solely  for  the 
instruction  of  male  orphan  children.     Their  nund)er  is 
always  limited  to  about  300.     ]Mr.  Girard,  who  in  his 
will  gives  minute  directions  for  the  construction  of  the 
college,  enjoins — "That  no  ecclesiastic,  missionary,  or 
minister  of  any  sect  whatever,  shall  ever  hold  or  exer- 
cise any  station  or  duty  whatever  in  the  said  College  ;  nor 
shall  any  such  person  ever  be  admitted  for  any  pui-pose, 
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or  MS  !i  visitor,  Avitliiii  tlic  promist'S  appropriati'd  for  tlio 
purposes  of  the  said  (Jollc'j;!'." 

'Tlio  reason  lie  ^-ives  for  tliis  extraordinay  provision 
is  his  d(!sire  tok(M'p"tlio  tender  minds  of  1  lie  orphans"' 
free  from  tlie  excitement  whieh  chishing  doetrines  and 
sectarian  controversy  are  ajit  to  produce.  "  My  desire 
is,"  he  further  says,  "  tluit  all  the  instructors  and 
teiichers  of  the  (\)lle;;-('  shall  take  pains  to  instil  into  tlie 
minds  of  the  schohu'S  the  purest  principles  of  morality, 


so  that  on  their  entrance  into  active  life  they  may,  from 
i)iciiii<itlou  and  luth if,  evince  benevolence  towards  their 
fellow-creatures,  and  a  love  of  truth,  sobriety,  and  indus- 
try, adoptin;4'  at  the  same  time  such  religious  tenets  as 
their  mature  reason  may  enable  them  to  prefer.'' 

'  Tlu!  will  was  endeavoured  to  be  set  aside  by  Girard's 
relations,  on  accoimt  of  this  provision ;  and  they  en- 
ga<>'ed  Mr.  Webster  to  plead  their  case  l)efore  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  They  were  un- 
successful, however,  and  the  judges  unanimously  decided 
in  favour  of  the  will,  (rirard  commenced  life  as  a 
common  sailor  in  a  French  merchant-vessel,  and  raised 
himself  solely  by  his  untiring'  energy  and  merit. 

'After  dinner  I  visited  the  State  House,  where  tlie 
Declaration  of  Independence  on  the  4th  of  July,  177(5, 
was  adopted  by  Congress,  and  pul)licly  proclaimed  from 
the  steps  the  same  day.  The  rooms  wear  almost  the 
same  aspect  as  they  did  then,  little  change  having  been 
made  in  the  furniture  or  interior  decorations.  At  the 
end  opposite  the  door  is  the  tigure  of  Washingt<m  witli 
tlie  Declaration  in  his  hand.     Near  him  is  placed  a 
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portiitn  (»f  the  identical  step  on  wliieli  his  toot  rested 
when  h(.-  read  tlie  docnmfiit  (o  the  mult itiide.  Round 
the  rooiji  are  Iiuul;;  portraits  of  Washinj^ton,  when  a 
cohjiiel,  William  Penn,  and  Lafavett<'.  Tiie  hell  which 
first  ]iroclainied  liherty  (?)  is  also  preserved  In  re.  It 
was  first  cast  in  Eni^'land,  and  suhse(|ucntly  rcca-t  in 
America.  The  room  was  huii;^^  with  crape,  in  memory 
of  Henry  ("lay  and  Daniel  Wchsfcr. 

*Tlie  next  lion,  ])artakin;4,  however,  in  its  nature  more 
of  the  character  of  the  land),  is  the  Deaf  and  Dunih 
Asylum.  It  contains  144  pupils,  who  are  admitted  at 
tlie  a^e  of  ten  or  upwards,  and  remain  six  years  at  the 
institution.  Thev  are  tauiiht  to  read  and  write  the 
EnL;lisli  lan^nau^e,  and  when  this  ^reat  object  is  at- 
tained, arithmetic,  ^(.'ometry,  c^c,  follow. 

'  The  diflticnlty  of  communicatinL»'  ideas  and  knowledge 
of  language  is,  as  may  he  supposed,  very  great.  The 
first  sti'p  towards  it  is  the  acciuisition  of  the  knowledge 
of  the  names  of  dift'erent  ohjects,  and  their  u 
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instructor  presents  an  object,  or  a  pictiu'e  of  <ine,  or 
makes  a  sign  for  it.  He  then  teaches  them  1o  write 
the  name,  presenting  each  letter  ])y  the  manual  alpha- 
bet. When  they  can  all  v/rite  it,  it  is  erased  and  re- 
written a  number  of  times  until  it  is  impressed  u[)oii 
the  nuaaorv."  The  next  idea  to  \)o  imitarled  is  the 
quality  or  uses  of  particular  objects,  and  their  i-elations. 
'Series  of  sentences,  anecdotes,  nari'atlves,  i^c,  ai'o 
written  off,  and  exphiined  by  signs.  These  are  copied 
by  the  pupils  juid  studied  as  evening  exercises,  and  in 
school  are  written  from  memory,  or  recite!  by  signs. 
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*Wli(ii  once  taujj^lit  to  rciul,  tlie  nuile  is  supposed 
CM]»!i])lo  (»f  self-instruction,  ])ut  a  liirjj^c  nuniluT  do  not 
even  rcacli  this  point,  iVoni  want  of  capacity. 

'Tlicy  Hoinctinu'H  display  {j^rcat  inventive  ^cnius,  ami 
skill  in  <liawin;4'  and  the  imitative  arts. 

'  I  WHS  shown  several  litho<i^raphH  which  would  not 
have  (lis<;raced  the  windows  of  a  liondon  print  shop, 
which  were  executed  by  tiio  unaided  efforts  of  some 
piipils  of  the  institution. 

'Attached  to  the  asylum  is  a  museum  filled  with 
stuffed  birds  and  animals,  uiodels  of  various  objects, 
specinu'us  of  ^rain,  i^c. ;  and  is  of  important  use  in 
impartiu^  definite  ideas.  Arithmetic  is  tauj^ht  })y 
the  means  of  a  nmid)er  of  black  aud  red  wooden  beads, 
8trun<j:  on  wires  fixed  to  frames,  and  moved  like  the 
markers  used  at  billiards. 

'  Some  of  the  children,  the  manap^er  told  mo,  were 
not  born  deaf,  Init  h)st  the  powc  r  of  speech  at  iui  early 
age.  They,  however,  entirely  lose  the  knowledge  of 
the  sound  of  language,  but  are  generally  uKjre  apt 
pupils  than  the  rest. 

*  The  deaf  and  dumb  alphabet  is  indicated  by  one 
hand  only.  Instances  never  seem  to  have  occurred  here 
of  pupils  recovering  their  speech  or  hearing. 

*  The  blind  have  an  exquisitely  fine  sense  of  sound 
and  of  touch,  but  the  poor  deaf  and  dumb  appear  to 
possess  no  superiority  either  in  their  senses  or  faculties. 
Life  must,  indeed,  be  a  blank  to  some  of  them.  When, 
however,  their  natural  faculties  enable  them  to  master 
the  dithculties  of  reading  and  writing,  they  are  perhaps 
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in  a  nioro  onviahle  position  tii.'iii  t1ioM(»  who  nro  nn:il)lt' 
to  set'  tiie  glorious  sun  when  ho  shines  with  all  his 
splendour  on  tlu;  fairest  seeues  ot"  nature.  A  deaf  and 
dund»  person  may  yet  aequirt!  a  thousand  i(h'as  from 
tlie  objects  around  him,  and  a  stronL,%  natural  ri'lin'ioii 
from  tlic  cont<'niplation  of  the  wonders  of  creation. 
God  manifests  Himself  to  him  liy  His  works. 

*My  next  visit  was  to  anotlier  institution  even  more 
interest i II l;"  than  the  one  1  had  just  h'ft  —  the  Asylum 
for  the  lUind.  ITere,  as  at  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum, 
I  was  treated  with  marked  courtesy  and  kindness.  The 
manager  took  me  to  several  class-rooms,  and  I  saw 
some  of  the  i^irls  write.  The  paper  they  write  u))on  is 
placed  (Ui  a  piece  of  grooved  cardboard.  The  grooves 
they  feel  throu<;h  the  paper,  and  they  serve  tlu-m  as  lines. 
They  look  downwards  on  their  paper,  as  if,  poor  things! 
they  coidd  see  what  they  were  writinjj^,  and  follow^  the 
movement  of  their  pencil  with  their  left  fore-tinker. 
One,  who!u  1  observed,  wrott;  well,  and  with  tolerable 
rapidity,  the  WM>rds,  "  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for 
theirs  is  the  kinjifdom  of  heaven." 

*Iwas  introduced  here  to  a  dear  old  QuakcT  hidy. 
We  soon  became  capital  friends.  She  seemed  over- 
flowing'with  kindness  and  benevolence.  The  poor  little 
girls  appeared  to  hail  her  approach  as  that  of  some 
heavenly  ])eing  who  had  dropped  down  upon  them  to 
dispense  love  and  happiness. 

*The  men  and  boys  are  principally  instrurted  in 
making-  mats  and  l)rushes,  jind  sometimes  ))ecome 
sufficiently  skillful  to  procure  their  own  livelihood. 


I  <i 


54 


CANADA  AND  THE  CRIMEA. 


'After  soeiiij;-  the  children  at  dinner,  and  takinjj^  an 
affectionate  farewell  of  my  conductress,  I  continued  my 
walk  to  tlie  Fairmount  Water-works,  situated  near  the 
l\ivcr  Scliuylkill.  They  occupy  an  area  of  thirty  acres. 
The  water  is  raised  by  ei;^ht  wheels,  moved  liy  water- 
power,  and  workini>"  pumps.  The  power  necessary  for 
tills  is  obtained  by  tlirowing  a  dam  of  1,600  feet  long 
across  th(!  river.  Each  pump  will  raise  about  1,250,000 
gallons  in  twenty-four  hours.  The  works  were  pro- 
jected, and  executed,  by  a  Mr.  Graff.  Tlie  Schuylkill 
is  a  small  imd  rather  insignificant  river. 

'•Feb.  Idfh. —  This  was  the  morning  which  was  ap- 
pointed for  my  introduction  to  the  great  Mrs.  Ivush.  I 
accordingly,  jd)out  one  o'clock,  accompanied  tiie  lady 
wlio  was  kind  enough  to  introduce  me  to  her  house. 

'  The  whole  of  her  magnificent  mansion  was  arranged, 
and  its  furniture  and  fittings  chosen  by  herself. 

'  Nearly  all  w^as  from  Paris,  where  she  had  resided 
for  some  time. 

'Three  sides  of  a  quadrangle  at  the  back  of  the 
house  are  occupied  by  a  most  beautiful  conservatory, 
richly  stored  wdth  a  profusion  of  rare  and  exquisite 
plants  and  flowers,  all  in  perfect  preservation, —  a  sight 
([uite  refreshing  to  the  eye  in  this  season  of  snow  and 
frost. 

'  The  interior  of  the  house  was  fitted  up  in  the  most 
sumptuous  manner,  and  in  a  style  of  oriental  mag- 
nificence. Two  rich  tapestry  curtains,  which  hung 
across  a  folding  door,  cost  8,000  dollars  each.  The 
profusion  of  gigantic  chandeliers  and  lustres, —  the  ex- 
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(Itiisitcly  carved  and  richly  inlaid  tables  and  cabinets, — 
the  gilded  cliairs,  ottomans,  and  sofas, —  the  vast  mirrors 
and  rich  curtains, —  all  created  in  the  mind  the  im[)res- 
sion  of  l)oundless  wealth.  One  room,  furnished  in  a 
style  wholly  different  from  all  tlie  rest,  and  affording  a 
marked  contrast  to  tlie  rich  damask,  and  gold,  and  the 
glories  of  the  French  clocks,  and  caiukdabras,  was 
uui({ue,  and  exciuisite  in  its  way.  It  was  in  the  mediaeval 
style.  The  cabinets  and  mantel-pieces  were  all  of  dark 
wood,  beautifully  carved,  and  ornamented  with  highly 
iinished  figiu*es  of  knights  and  warriors  in  bronze;  and 
Ji  mass  of  helmets,  cuirasses,  and  other  armour,  admirably 
arranged  and  most  delicately  executed,  brightened  the 
general  effect.  Everything  was  in  keeping.  Not  a 
glittering  object  was  admitted,  and  an  effect  was  pro- 
duced, both  tran([uillising  and  agreeable,  after  the 
comparative  glare  of  the  other  apartments. 

'I  spent  the  evening  with  the  J s;  Mrs.  J.  told 

mnj  she  was  god -daughter  to  the  Duchess  of  Leeds,  who 
was  a  Baltimore  lady.  Three  sisters,  who  accompanied 
their  father  to  England,  were  nuu'i-ied  to  three  of  the 
highest  English  nobility,  viz.  to  the  Duke  of  J^eeds, 
the  jNIanpiis  of  Wellesley,  and  Lord  Strafford.  The 
two  first  were  widows,  and  rich  before  they  became 
peeresses.*  « 

*  Sunduyj,  Feb.  20fh. — I  dined  at  the  ladies'  ordinary 
at  half-past  three,  and  sat  next  to  three  naval  men  : 
tl;ey  seemed  good  fellows.  They  were  not  (juite  so 
refined,  I  fancied,  as  our  own  tars  ;  they  appeared  to  lack 

*  Daughters  of  llicbard  Cfitun,  Esq.,  ot'  3Iarylaud. 
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a  "  Je  ne  sais  qitoi,''^  that  easy,  gentlemanly  manner 
wliicli  makes  an  Englisli  sailor's  frankness  so  attractive. 
The  promotion  in  the  American  navy  is  very  slow, 
and  men  remain  for  years  in  subordinate  positions. 
This  fact  has  been  taken  up  by  tlie  press,  and  will 
prol)ably  be  brought  under  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. It  seems  a  much  better  service  than  that  of  the 
American  army. 

'  Greneral  Pierce  had  arrived  in  Philadelphia,  but  kept 
very  quiet,  as  he  has  done  everywhere,  on  account  of 
his  domestic  bereavements.  His  picture,  which  is  in 
all  the  shop  windows,  represents  him  as  a  short  and 
rather  plain,  but  a  decided  looking,  and  intelligent  man. 

'  In  my  walk  to-day  I  had  reason  continually  to 
admire  the  great  breadth  and  straightness  of  the  streets 
of  Philadelphia,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  city  is 
laid  out. 

'  Tliough  it  does  not  contain  such  rows  of  magnificent 
and  stately  mansions  as  New  York,  it  may  still  boast  of 
some  very  handsome  ones,  and  of  the  beauty  of  some 
of  its  pul)lic  buildings,  built  with  that  most  beautiful  of 
materials,  wliite  marble.  It  has  still  furtlier  reason  to 
congratulate  itself  on  its  extreme  cleanliness,  and  in 
the  number  of  public  squares,  planted  with  trees,  which 
afford  delightful  shelter  during  the  summer  heats. 

'  It  is  celebrated  for  fruit  and  vegetables,  whicli  are 
grown  on  a  neck  of  Lmd,  separating  the  rivers  Delaware 
and  Schuylkill ;  from  this  circumstance  the  streets 
derive  tlnnr  horticultural  names,  Chestnut  Street  being 
the  finest  in  the  city. 
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*  Pliiladelpliia  at  one  time  was  considered  the  principal 
city  in  the  States,  and  endeavoured  to  retain  its  supe- 
riority against  the  rising  importance  of  New  York; 
but  the  "  Empire  City  "  gained  the  race  easily,  and  its 
triumph  is  now  completely  acknowledged.  The  country 
around  the  city  isge-ieially  tame.  In  this  respect,  also, 
Philadelphia  is  very  inferior  both  to  New  York  and 
Boston. 

^  Feh.2\st. — Fine, cold,  clear  morning ;  after  breakfast 
I  went  to  see  the  U.S.  Navy  Yard,  near  the  Delaware 
River.  It  hardly  repaid  the  trouble  of  a  visit.  A  slack- 
looking  marine  in  a  light  blue  uniform,  something  of 
the  colour  of  the  hospital  dress  worn  at  Woolwich,  stood 
sentry  at  the  entrance.  A  few  badly  finished  guns,  and 
two  or  three  piles  of  shot,  were  almost  the  only  objects 
of  a  warlike  nature.  Two  empty  docks  for  building 
frioares  or  two-deckers,  and  several  Ion":  low  brick  build- 
ings,  used,  I  imagine,  as  workshops,  with  here  and  there 
an  open  shed,  composed  the  navy  yard.  A  new  sliip — a 
small  frigate — was  being  finished  close  to  one  of  the 
slips,  in  which  she  had  probably  been  built ;  and  another 
vessel  of  about  the  same  size,  and  in  commission,  was 
lying  at  anchor  a  few  yards  from  the  shore.  A  boat 
putting  off  from  the  ship  afforded  me  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  how  the  American  sailors  handle  their  oars, 
and  I  must  say  they  V)oth  pulled  and  shipped  them  in  a 
sailor-like  manner. 

'  I  left  Philadelphia  in  a  very  crowded  train  at  two 
o'clock,  and  reached  l^altimore  at  about  6  r.M.  We 
crossed  the  Sus(juehanna  Kiver  in  a  steam  ferry,  and 
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wiien  safely  located  in  fresli  cars  at  the  otlior  side,  I 
became  for  the  first  time  aware  that  the  train  I  was  in 
was  ))earin{i^  the  Aiiiericaii  Ca\sar  (Anglice,  President 
elect)  and  all  his  fortunes.  General  Pierce  and  his 
suite  occupied  a  car  by  themselves,  to  the  dissatisfaction 
of  tlie  rest  of  the  i)assenoers,  and  especially  of  an  old 
geiitk'man  who  liad  come  from  (ieor<»ia  to  witness  his 
inauguration  after  votinj^'  for  him.  lie  seemed  to  con- 
sider such  exclusiveness  most  foolisli,  and  (pdte  un- 
precedented, and  asserted  that  General  Pierce  should 
not  confound  his  pu])lic  and  private  cliaracters  to<j;'ether, 
and  allow  domestic  afflictions  to  influence  liis  conduct 
as  tlie  President  of  the  United  States.  I  found  my  old 
friend  very  sociable  and  well  informed.  He  was  evi- 
dently partial  to  England,  and  said  that  America  would 
never  allow  any  foreign  power  to  subjugate  her,  and 
destroy  the  last  stronghohl  of  liljerty  in  Europe.  He 
had  seen  and  known  Jerome  Bonaparte,  whose  son,  by 
liis  first  marriage,  he  told  me,  was  living  at  Baltimore, 
and  was  very  like  tlie  Bonaparte  family  in  features.  He 
liad  also  lived  on  rather  intimate  terms  with  Napoleon's 
eldest  brother,  Joseph,  at  Jersey ;  and  spoke  of  him  as 
an  intelligent  an  1  superior  man.  He  thought  the  pre- 
sent Emperor  an  insignificant  persimage  (I),  but  did  not 
approve  of  the  severe  strictures  of  the  E.nglish  press 
against  his  character  and  actions,  after  he  had  been 
chosen  by  such  a  vast  majority  to  be  the  rule"  of  a  great 
nation.  General  Pierce  continued  his  journey,  without 
stopping,  to  Washington,  where  his  arrival  was  announced 
tills  morning  in  the  papers.    He  seems  to  have  been  com- 
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plettdy  hnnted  down  l)y  office-seekers,  and  conipcik'd, 
in  order  to  avoid  them,  to  depart  suddenly  and  unex- 
I)ectedly  from  place  to  place. 

'It  was  dusk  wlicu  wo  readied  Baltinu)re,  so  I  could 
form  but  little  idea  of  the  city.  Tlie  cars  took  us  through 
some  dirty  back  streets  (the  Baltimore  Wappiiii;),  and 
we  skirted  the  edye  of  tlie  basin  or  harbour,  defended 
by  Fort  ^NlcHenry. 

*  After  a  beefsteak  and  a  cup  of  coffee,  I  went  to  the 
theatre,  utterly  unconscious  of  a  fact  which  I  afterwards 
ascertained — viz.  tliat  Thackeray  lectured  elsewliere  this 
very  evening.  Instead  of  l)eing'  delij^hted  and  j^ratitied, 
as  I  make  no  dou])t  I  should  have  been,  l»v  liis  en- 
lightened  and  elegant  criticism,  and  his  graphic  illus- 
trations, I  was  bored  l)y  the  rather  inferior  performances 
of  a  Chinese  troupe,  in  a  densely  crowded  theatre.  The 
exhibition  was  not  wholly  without  interest :  I  had  cer- 
tainly never  seen  Chinese  eat  chow-chow  with  chop- 
sticks, or  heard  them  talk  that  mysterious  language, 
the  symbols  of  which  adorn  our  tea-chests.  I  had  also 
never  previously  beheld  any  living  specimens  of  their 
fair  sex,  and  I  must  say  the  ladies,  though  they  do  wear 
trousers  instead  of  petticoats,  have  a  decided  advantag<3 
over  the  gentlemen.  The  tricks  performed  were  gcnie- 
rally  but  little  above  mediocrity :  two,  however,  struck 
me — a  boy  throwing  a  head  somersaidt  without  using 
his  hands,  and  a  man  darting  knives  at  another,  antl 
fi>aug  them  into  a  board  within  a  hair's-breadtli  of  his 
head  and  face.  This  last  was  truly  national,  and,  though 
rather  alarming  in  appearance,  was  sufficiently  exciting. 
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*  Barn  urn's  Hotel,  Baltimore,  in  which  I  had  taken 
up  my  al)ode,  is  a  larj^e  and  rather  seedy  place,  very 
inferior  both  to  tlie  Girard  House  and  tlie  jSIetro- 
politan.  At  about  half-past  five  in  the  morninjj^,  in  the 
middle  of  a  refreshing  snooze,  I  was  alarmed  l)y  the  cry 
of  "  Fire ! "  and  the  ringing  of  divers  bells  :  these 
spoiled  my  night's  rest.' 

*  Baltimore:  Feb.  22nd. 

'  After  breakfast  I  started  to  examine  the  city.  It  was 
unfortunately  wrapped  in  a  fog,  so  that  a  coup  cVaeil  of 
the  city  was  impossible.  The  handsomest  portion  of 
the  city  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Washington's  monu- 
ment. The  site  is  a  favourable  one,  and  commands  an 
extensive  view.  To-day  is  the  anniversary  of  Washing- 
ton's birth.  The  stars  and  stripes  figure  conspicuously 
from  various  public  buildings ;  balls  are  given  by  dif- 
ferent public  bodies  ;  and  processions  march  through  the 
streets  in  most  cities  of  the  Union.  The  birthday  of  her 
greatest  son,  however,  is  not  celebrated  by  America  with 
any  extraordinary  pomp  or  rejoicing. 

*  Baltimore  is  on  the  border  of  the  Slave  States.  At 
the  theatre  there  is  a  gallery  especially  reserved  for 
coloured  people,  be  they  bond  or  free.  The  waiters  at 
the  hotel  are  all,  or  nearly  all,  black.  Poor  Sambo  I 
he  is  a  good  fellow  after  all.  Grood-naturod,  cheerful 
(in  spite  of  oppression),  \vith  a  sensitive  and  affectionate 
heart,  if  not  brought  to  a  state  of  sullen  indifference  by 
a  course  of  cruelty.  JNIost  of  the  black  people  I  have 
yet  seen  have  either  been  pure  nigger,  or  near  approaches 


I 


I 


THE   SLAVE    QUESTION. 


6t 


to  that  state  of  imperfection.  As  the  reflection  of  liis 
degraded  position  flashes  across  my  mind,  I  feel  a 
species  of  restraint  in  the  presence  of  one  of  these  poor 
fellows.  I  iini  iifraid  to  cateli  his  eye,  and  to  rend  in  his 
looks  and  expression  tlie  sense  of  bondage  and  infe- 
riority; of  wrong,  contumely,  and  injustice:  and,  more 
touching  than  all,  to  see  that  look  of  desponding,  de- 
spairing su])mission,  wliich  shows  that  soul  as  well  as 
body  is  bowed  down  and  eruslied.  Wlien  can  a  slave 
enjoy  that  common  right  of  all  men — self-resjject  ?  Is 
he  allowed  to  express — even  to  form — an  ()pinii>n  of  Ins 
own?  Are  not  thought,  will,  and  feeling  alik(!  sliackled 
by  the  iron  liand  of  despotism  ?  It  is  this  moral  degra- 
dation whicli,  to  my  mind,  is  infinitely  more  ])ainful 
and  humiliating  than  compulsory  bodily  labour.  Com- 
pulsory bodily  labour  is  not  slavery,  or  else  slavery  exists 
in  every  country ;  for  in  what  country  is  compulsory 
bodily  labour  not  indispensable  to  the  existence  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  community  ? 

'The  Slave  (piestion  is  a  difficult  and  delicate  c)ne. 
Emancipation — sudden  and  complete  emancipation — 
would  ruin  l)oth  slaves  and  slave-owners.  Whom  do  you 
emancipate  ?  Whom  do  you  raise  to  the  rank  of  free  men  ? 
Are  they  men  who  even  know  what  freedom  means  ?  Bo 
we  give  children  edge-tools  to  play  with  ?  What  would 
be  the  effect  of  suddenlvraisinu'  several  millions  of  human 
beings,  ignorant,  without  the  sense  of  moral  responsi- 
bility, without  a  chief  to  guide  them,  surrounded  by  a 
hostile  crowd,  with  every  disadvantage  of  prejudie(,'  and 
position  added  to  those  of  want  of  capacity  or  capital, — 
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wliiif  would  ])(j  the  etfoct  of  sudilenly  raisinp^  tliis  maf^3 
as  it  were  from  the  dead,  in  opposition  to  the  energy, 
the  al)ility,  tlie  liatred  of  wliite  men  ?  It  may  ])e  said — 
Let  liim,  wlien  free,  eniiurate, — let  him  leave  tlie  land 


of  1 


lis 


ast  (1 
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those  countries  where  his  wrongs  have  so  long  afforded 
a  theme  over  which  the  sympatliising  tears  of  thousands 
have  been  shed.  Will  )iis  iieart  not  glow  with  the  im- 
experieiieed  sensations  of  freedom  ?  Will  he  not  he 
proud  of  a  bond — ii  bond  of  union  and  brotherhood — 
witli  that  race  which  was  formerly  to  him  only  an  object 
of  dread  and  aversion  ? 

'•  J5ut  what  is  the  practical  view  ?  Where  is  the  negro 
to  get  funds  to  enable  him  to  leave  the  scene  of  his 
captivity?  What  is  he  to  do,  in  these  daj's,  without 
knowledge  or  experience?  Some  of  the  negroes — the 
mulattoes  and  quadnxjiis, — those  with  a  dash  of  white 
blood  in  their  veins, — might  succeed  after  a  heroic 
struuule  with  the  force  of  circumstances  :  but  what  is  to 
become  of  the  great  mass — the  mass  for  whom  this 
outcry  is  raised  ? 

*  How  are  they  to  be  benefited  ?  The  evident  prepara- 
tion for  freedom  is  education.  Let  freedom  be  tlie 
reward  of  certain  attainments.  Let  us  liljerate  that  class 
who  are  most  deserving  of  freedom,  and  most  likely  to 
use  it  well— the  mulattoes,  (|uadrooiis,  ^n.  Tliis  will 
be  a  great  step  in  the  riglit  direction.  We  prepare  a 
class  in  the  State  whicli  will  sjnupatliise  with  the  re- 
maining victims  when  tiiey  are  liberated,  and  we  allow 
an  interval  to  elapse  to  accustom  men  to  the  spectacle 
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of  a  community  of  free  hlaclxs,  whose  intellio^enct'  will 
secure  them  some  dc^rt'c  of  respect  and  consideration. 
It  may  l)e  urg'ed  tliat  tliis  spectael*;  of  fn.'i'dom  woulil 
produce  insurrection- — -would  lead  the  iie^^'ro  rac('t(>rise 
as  a  man  against  their  oppressors,  and  forcibly  throw 
aflide  their  bonds.  lint  do  men  without  a  chief  or  a 
head,  separated  into  distinct  communities,  having-  but 
little  inteicourse  with  each  other,  —  do  they  resort  to 
force,  violence,  or  bloodshed,  when  a  fair  and  reasonable 
expectation  is  l)efore  them  of  the  peaceful  attainment 
of  their  o))ject  ?  The  bluck  man  —  the  pure  nei^ro  —  is 
submissive  1>y  nature,  by  education,  by  habit.  We  have 
removed  the  <;reat  element  ()f  revolt  and  mischief,  by 
removini;-  the  most  intelligent  and  spirited.  Who  are 
those  who  are  left  behind?  They  are  numerically  im- 
posinL»*,  no  doubt,  but  so  are  thi^  Chinese  —  so  are  the 
hosts  that  move  at  the  nod  of  the  des[)ots  of  India:  — 
but  are  they  not,  ev<'n  more  than  these,  a  body  without 
intelli»>-ence  or  unity  of  purpose,  or  a  knowledge  of 
their  own  advantages  or  disadvantages? 

*  Reasonable  reforms  and  concessions  are  the  essence 
of  good  government  of  all  kinds, — they  are  the  antidotes 
against  the  poisons  of  revolution  and  anarchy. 

^  Ff^h.  'lord. —  Wet,  gloomy,  and  disagreeabl(\  Left 
Baltimore  at  9  a.m.,  and  reached  Washington  at  1 1  a.m. 
I  travelled  to  Washington  with  the  same  chatty  old 
gentleman  who  had  expressc^l  his  indignation  at  the 
President's  exclusivt'iiess  ;i  few  days  before;  lie  told 
me  that  he  was  born  near  Haltimore,  and  that  all  his 
early  associations  were  connected  with   that    city  and 
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its  n('i<j;lil)ourlioo(l ;  he  poiiitcid  out  to  me  tlie  house  he 
used  to  live  iu,  uiul  the  strojun  in  wliicli  lie  fished  when 
a  youn^'ster.  liultirnore  at  thjit  time  was  not  one-third 
of  its  present  size;  hut  a  pretty  ])lace,  surrounded  hy 
fields  ;ind  gardens.  iSIy  friend  likewise  infornied  nie 
that  the  country,  in  the  vicinity  l)oth  of  Wasliington 
and  Baltimore,  was  very  p(K»r,  the  soil  heing  liglit,  and 
nearly  worthless  without  manure. 

'  It  was  rainino' hard  when  we  reached  Wasliington. 
I  went  to  Gadshy's  Hotel,  a  great  house  some  years  ago, 
but  ([uite  commonplace  now.  I  secured  a  good  bed- 
room, empiired  the  English  ^Minister's  direction,  which 
I  was  told  was  at  the  corner  of  K  and  23rd  streets,  and 
drove  in  a  hack-carriage  to  the  Capitol. 

*  The  "  Capitol "  at  Washingion  is  a  magnificent  white 
freestone  edifice,  built  in  an  elevated  and  conspicuous 
position  ;  it  greets  the  eye  from  every  point  of  approach 
to  the  city,  and  looks  down  on  the  straggling  to^vn 
below,  with  the  dignified  complacency  of  a  lion  regard- 
ing the  sports  of  a  party  of  puppies.  The  eastern 
point  is  the  most  magnificent,  and  is  adorned  by  a 
splendid  portico  of  twenty-two  lofty  Corinthian  columns  ; 
two  pedestals  are  left  for  statues  or  groups  of  sculpture, 
one  on  each  side  of  the  great  stone  staircase  leading  to 
the  east  portico.  One  of  them  is  occupied  by  a  well- 
executed  group  by  an  Italian  artist,  representing  a 
half-naked  figure  in  a  crouching  attitude,  looking 
half-imploringly  and  half-admiringly  at  an  armed 
warrior,  who  is  apparently  invoking  the  assistance  of 
Heaven  for  some  enterprise.     The  Capitol  occupies  an 
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acre  and  a  kalf  of  ;:jwnii«l,  and  a  larLi^e  building  is  being 
coustriirttd  on  each,  wing,  which  will  add  niatcriaily  to 
he  effect. 

'The  Capitol  at  Washington  is  un(lo>d)tedly  the 
handsomest  public  buildin^^  in  Annrica;  it  is  wortliy  of 
the  nation,  and  of  the  man  whose  city  it  adorns.  It  is  so 
admirably  situated,  and  of  such  vast  size,  as  to  impress 
any  one,  even  tlu;  most  travelled  monkey,  who  had 
never  seen  it  before.  Two  rather  seedy,  but  very  large 
starred-and-stripi'd  banners  were  floating  on  tiie  breeze 
from  its  roof,  and  destroying  the  general  effect  of  the 
edifice  tiiey  were  intended  to  adorn. 

*  The  east  front  is  much  superior  to  the  west.  The 
•  building  is  surrounded  })y  an  inclosure,  and  approached 
on  the  west  by  a  broad  avenue,  lined  with  trees ;  two 
fountains  adorn  the  carefully  kept  grass-plot  in  front  of 
it;  the  whole  building  is  surmounted  by  a  dome,  which 
I  did  not  particularly  admire.  The  interi(jr  is  devoted 
to  the  Senate,  and  House?  of  Representative  Clnnnbers, 
and  to  public  offices.  In  the  centre,  and  lighted  by 
the  dome,  is  a  large  circular  hall,  adorned  with  paint- 
ings anil  alto  velievos\  the  jiicturcs,  executed  by 
Trumbull,  represent  various  scenes  and  triumphs  in 
American  history,  such  as  "The  Presentation  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,"  "The  Kesignation  of 
Cornwalli-^."  They  appeared  to  me  to  be  well  executed 
the  figures  were  as  large  as  life.  Tlie  intermediate 
spaces  and  niches  over  tlie  entrance-doors  of  the  hall 
are  ornamented  by  alto  relievos  representing  tlie  res- 
cue of  ►Smith  by  the  interposition  of  Pocahontas,  Penn 
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trcatin;;'  witli  tliu  ludianH,  Siv.  Tlie  liull  is  ol"  striking 
diinc'iisioiis,  and  ;^^ran(l  and  iniposin^j;  in  its  ^oiuial  ffieet ; 
visitors,  and  in  fart  everyone,  are  admitted  into  tlie 
IJ^alleries  to  hear  the  (h'hates  of  botii  Jlonses.  The 
gHll(;ries  in  tht;  Senate  llonse  are  very  small,  and  will 
accommodate  comj)aratively  few  persons.  An  especial 
gaUery  is  reserved  for  hidies  in  tlie  Ilonst;  of  Represen- 
tatives, thctujT^h  I  shonUl  not  iniayinc  tliat  they  often 
availed  tluMnselvtJS  of  it. 

'  I  visited  botli  Cliamhers,  and  heard  a  portion  of  two 
d(.'l)ates.  Fn  the  Lower  Jlonse  they  were  discussing  a 
])ill  for  reciprocity  of  trade  with  Canada;  and  the 
niendjer  (one  of  the  Whi;^"  piirty)  whom  I  lieard  speak 
advocated  the  policy  of  receiving  Kn<4lish  goods,  and 
especially  iron,  free  of  duty;  on  account  of  tin-  heavy 
demand  uiade  by  the  Custom  House  in  the  State,  a 
larger  .sum  was  paid,  a  few  years  ago,  for  conveying 
goods  from  New  York  and  landing  them  at  Xc;w  Orleans, 
than  for  sending  them  to  Peru.  The  House  of  Kepre- 
sentatives  contains  several  hundred  members ;  they  sit 
on  benches  arranged  in  semicircles,  and  apjjroached 
from  avenues  radiating  from  the  Speaker's  chair  as  from 
a  common  centre.  The  Democrats  occupy  the  (jiuidrant 
on  the  Speaker's  right ;  the  Whigs,  who  constitute  the 
minority,  that  on  his  left ;  a  few  Democrats,  who  cannot 
find  seats  on  their  own  side,  are  obliged  to  occupy  those 
vacant  on  the  other.  The  hall  or  chamber  is  a  noble 
apartment — ninety-six  feet  long,  and  sixty  high.  It  is 
surmounted  by  a  dome,  supported  by  twenty-four 
columns  of  dark  marble  from  the  neiirhbourhood  of  the 
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Potomac,  and  of  tlui  same  colour  as  tlic  cdlumns  in  the 
Toiiiple  ('IniiTJi  at  London,  witli  C'orinthian  capitals  (tf  * 
Italian  niarhh'.  Tlit-  Spcaivcr  sits  just  under  tlic  ladies' 
jj^allery.  JIc  sits  on  a  I'aised  and  eoiiiniandiuj;-  scat, 
hut  is  not  rendered  so  imposiui,^  as  our  Speaker  hy  the 
robes  of  authority.  In  front  and  below  hiiu  are  lines  of 
reporters.  Tlu'i^rcat  size  of  the  hall,  and  its  lofty  ccilinii', 
cond)ine(l  with  a  perjx'tual  busy  hum  of  conversation, 
render  it  ditficidt  to  hear  the  speeches  distinctly.  I 
was  every  way  better  ])leased  with  the  Senate.  There, 
di;^Miity,  order,  and  decorum  seem  the  presidin;^^  ^enii ; 
the  mend)ers  of  the  Senate  are  also  older  men,  none  of 
them  bcin<f  eli;>ible  for  election  till  after  the  aji'e  of  thirtv: 
and  as  their  powers  are  the  same  or  even  greater  than 
those  of  the  other  House,  and  as  they  are  less  numerous, 
they  are  j^enerally  men  of  greater  weight  and  ability. 
The  members  of  both  Houses  are  reLCnlarlv  i)aid  durinir 
the  time  Congress  is  sitting,  and  their  deliberations 
generally  extend  from  11  a.m.  till  4  I'.M.  daily.  On 
the  election  of  a  new  President,  both  Houses  adjourn  till 
iJecember,  and  then  commences  what  is  called  the  long 
session.  They  have  thus  a  much  easier  time  of  it  than 
some  of  our  hard-worked  and  underpaid  public  men 
and  politicians.  Another  peculiarity  of  the  American 
system  is,  that  men,  on  accepting  office,  are  by  the  laws 
of  the  Constitution  obliged  to  relin(iuish  their  seats  in 
Congress.  This  I  think  a  defect,  and  a  great  one ;  for 
it  is  obvious  that  on  the  election  of  a  new  President  of 
different  politics  to  the  one  preceding,  all  the  officials, 
who  of  course  are  supposed  to  be  selected  fur  ability, 
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servin'4'  iindor  liis  predecessor  are  olilio-ed  to  resign,  and 
have  to  struii'jjfle  tliroiio-)i  anotlier  election  to  a'ct  restored 
to  tlieir  seats  in  Conrjress.  If  tliev  fail,  their  services 
are  lost  to  th-^^ir  country ;  and  tluis  ji  number  of  able  and 
willinir  men  are  wastinof  their  sweetness  and  their 
strength  on  the  desert  air,  or  in  the  promotion  of  their 
private  interest,  when  they  miglit  have  been  })eneficially 
iiiiidin'j:  and  directing  the  vessel  of  the  State. 

'The  deliate  in  the  Senate  was  on  a  bill  passed  by  the 
other  House  for  transferring  the  management  of  tlie 
public  armouries  from  Ihe  Ordnance  Corps  to  civilians 
appointed  by  Government.  I  hear  ■  General  Cass  (so 
celebrated  for  his  animus  against  England)  speak.  He 
was  busily  engaged  in  consulting  authorities  before  rising, 
and  made  statements  and  cpiotations  from  ti\em  in  his 
address.  The  subject  was  not  of  a  nature  tr  call  forth 
an^'  particular  display  of  eloquence;  and  from  tlie 
manner  in  which  he  spoke,  I  shouhl  not  think  that 
General  Cass  w^as  ever  an  eloquent  man.  He  is  stout, 
rather  tall,  red-faced,  and  corpulent.  He  is  a  little  fussy 
in  manner,  and  I  should  think  irritable.  His  appear- 
ance would  not  impress  a  stranger  with  the  idea  of  a 
man  of  ability. 

'  The  majority  of  the  speakers  were  against  the  measure 
before  the  House,  and  several  amendments  for  investiua- 
tion  and  reports  were  made.  The  Ordnance  Corps  was 
spoken  of  in  terms  of  praise,  and  the  eflficiency  of  tlie 
;;rm()uries  strongly  dwelt  on.  The  votes  of  the  Senate 
were  taken  while  I  was  present.  The  H(Mise  divided  on 
several  amendments,  and  when  the  ayes  and  noes  seemed 
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nearly  equal,  another  division  was  called  for,  and  each 
party  showed  its  nunil)ers  distinctly  l)y  rising  alternately 
from  their  seats.  Tlie  Vice-President  for  the  time  beiny: 
is  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

'  When  I  again  emerged  into  the  open  air,  after  wit- 
nessing these  interesting  proceedings,  I  walked  up  an 
avenue,  opposite  the  east  front  of  the  Capitol,  and 
aihoired  its  noble  proportions  from  a  distance.  Opposite 
the  front  is  a  large  white  marble  statue  of  Washington, 
ill  a  sitting  posture,  and  with  little  superfluous  drapery. 
The  figure  is  noble  and  commanding,  but  not  pleasing. 

'  After  discussing  a  dozen  oysters,  I  comnienced  a  walk 
down  Pennsylvania  Avenue,  the  great  promenade,  for 
the  house  of  our  ^Minister  Plenipotentiary.  The  road 
led  past  the  "  White  House,"  the  oflicial  residence  of 
tlie  President,  and  about  a  mile  from  the  Capitol. 

*  It  is  a  handsome  structure,  and  has  a  fine  portico, 
supported  by  columns  of  the  loiiiy  order :  two  large 
Ijuildings,  the  offices  and  lodgings  of  officials,  are  situ- 
ated near  its  wings. 

*  All  the  public  buildings  in  Washington  are  hand- 
some, some  of  them  magnificent ;  they  present  a 
marked  contrast  to  the  general  appearance  of  the  city. 

'Any  one  vijwing  Washington  from  an  elevation, 
would  say,  in  the  words  of  Scripture,  these  people  '•  began 
to  l)uild,  but  are  not  able  to  finish."  The  whole  city 
is  laid  out  on  a  gigantic  scale ;  broad  avenues,  inter- 
sected by  others  at  right  angles,  extend  for  miles ;  ])ut 
the  houses  are  few,  small,  and  far  between,  like  the  plums 
in  a  school  pudding.     Pennsylvania  Avenue  contains 
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i]<;irly  ;ill  llic  privates  I  »uil  ding's  of  any  pretension.  Tlio 
city  is  not  advantagi^oiisly  situated  for  trade;  and,  in 
the  present  state  of  America,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at  if  Yankees  deeline  to  settle  down  in  a  "location" 
where  tliey  cannot  accnmnbite  (h)nars  witli  rapiiHty. 

'•Tlie  city  is  of  course  crowded  to  overflowin<)^  at  tlie 
tinu'  of  a  President's  inauguration  ;  and  at  tlie  present, 
more  than  any  other,  the  hotels  have  been  throni^ed  b}' 
swarms  of  oftice-hunters,  who  worry  and  run  the  poor 
Ph'  ident-elect  to  earth  most  mercilessly.  General 
Pierce,  [  believe,  turns  ;i  deaf  ear  to  their  cries,  and  the 
practice  is  one  which  tends  to  h)wer  the  American 
nation  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  I  heard  it  severely 
commented  on  in  the  Senate,  and  denoimced  in  the 
above  terms.  Our  ^Finister  at  Washing-ton  lives  in  a 
rather  seedy  house,  a])out  a  mile  from  the  P''esident's 
abode;  his  door  was  opened  by  a  dirty  man-servant, 
into  wh(jse  paw  I  tlu'ust  a  card,  and  retired  rather 
cha,i>Tined  at  the  poor  figure  cut  by  the  representative 
of  Kngland. 

''  Frh.  24f}i. — T\oso  about  half-past  five,  and  was  ready 
before  six  to  start  for  the  steamer.  The  hack-carriage 
that  had  been  ordered  for  me  did  not  arrive;  and  I  was 
indebted  to  tlu;  charity  of  a  jiaddy  for  a  seat  on  tlie  box 
of  another.  The  nigger-driver,  my  Hibernian  told  me, 
had  not  come  out  on  account  of  the  coldness  of  the 
morning;  I  suppose  the  frosty  air  does  not  agree  with 
Sambo's  complexion.  The  weather  wascertainly  very  cold, 
the  wind  cutting  and  searching,  particularly  disagree- 
able to  an  unbreakfasted  traveller,  in  an  exposed  position. 
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'The  hanks  of  the  Potomac  are  pretty,  hut  ralher 
monotnntMis.  "Washington  House,"  at  Mount  Vi-rnon, 
is  situated  on  the  rii^ht  hank  of  the  river,  ahout  live 
miles  from  the  city;  it  is  a  j^'ood-sized,  plain-lookinn- 
lMiildinL!^,  ])ro])ahly  considered  a  mansion  when  Washinu^- 
ton  occupied  it.  The  tomh  <>f  the  "  father  of  his 
country"  is  situated  near  the  house;  it  is  a  plain  red 
brick  monument,  scarcely  visible  from  the  water;  the 
house  and  propt-rty  belong*  to  the  United  States,  haviiig- 
been  purchased  by  Congress.  A  high  windjwhicli  hlew 
unintcrmittently  all  the  morning,  had  driven  so  much 
water  out  of  the  creek,  that  our  boat  stuck  in  the  mud 
\\'ithin  a  few  yards  of  (jur  landing-place.  Tlie  tide  was 
not  expected  to  rise,  so  the  passengers  and  mails  were 
landed  in  boats,  the  luggage  left  behind,  and  the  train, 
after  two  hoii'V  delay,  proceeded  onwards  to  liichmond. 
The  railway  trams  are  merely  Hat  pieces  of  iron,  nailed 
down  to  jdanks  resting  on  sleepers,  and  if  traversed  at 
great  speed,  would  probably  curl  up;  tifteen  miles  an 
hour  is  considered  the  correct  pace.  Very  slow  in  these 
days,  and  productive  of  expressions  of  impatience  from 
travellers  pampered  by  superior  methods  of  annihi- 
lating distance.  We  patzsed  through  an  undulating  and 
pretty  country;  here  and  tliere  might  be  stn-n  the  rude 
log  shanty  of  a  nigger,  and  either  Sand)0  or  his  wilc'  a.t 
the  door  looking  at  the  cars.  We  stopped  nowhere 
for  refreshment.  The  company  endeavoured  to  forg  -t 
hunger  in  the  enjoyment  of  apples,  which  they  nnuiched 
with  a  vigour  worthy  of  better  provemU-r.  »Some  en- 
terprising  youths,    at   the   risk   of  being  left   behind, 
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contrived  to  get  a  drink,  but  ittj  ({uality  was  coiiifurting 
neither  to  mind  nor  body. 

*\Ve  readied  liiehniond  about  f)  r.M.  Drove  to  the 
Exchano-e  Hotel,  a  very  hirge  one  ;  found  it  fulL  Man 
at  the  bar  wanted  to  put  me  into  a  room  witli  two 
others;  had  visions  of  spitting,  snoring,  and  infraction 
of  tlie  eiglith  commandment,  aiid  so  refused.  Threw 
m3'self  on  his  generosity  to  tind  me  a  room  to  myself 
in  the  course  of  the  evening,  and  went  to  the  supper 
room  (having  had  no  dinner  during  the  day),  and  ex- 
ercised my  jaws  on  some  inferior  beef-steak.  Walked 
through  Richmond  in  the  dusk ;  appeared  a  well  laid 
out,  pretty  place ;  remarked  an  extraordinary  number  of 
chemists'  and  pastry-cooks'  shops — handsome  ones,  and 
brilliantly  illuminated.  Listened  to  the  distant  nuu-mur 
of  the  falls  of  the  James  liiver  (on  which  Richmond  is 
situated),  and  saw  their  spray  dindy  illumini'd  by  tiie 
pale  light  of  the  rising  moon.  Found  the  man  at  the 
hotel  had  been  worthy  of  my  confidence,  and  had  given 
me  a  capital  room.  On  the  door,  a  caution  was  pasted 
up,  "  Eolt  the  door  to  prevent  night  robberies;  "  com- 
plied with  the  polite  request,  and  shortly  afterwards 
accepted  the  invitation  of  "  Somnus  "  to  "  come  to  his 
arms."  Knocked  up  at  half-past  five,  and  turned  out 
most  unwillingly  ;  bolted  an  indigestible  breakfast,  paid 
my  bill,  and  started  for  the  Meechum  Eiver  Kailroad. 
This  brings  me  to — 

'  Feb.  25th. — Rapid  travelling,  early  rising,  and  insuf- 
ficient dinners,  had  rather  jaded  me.  When  I  started 
this  morninii'  I  had  the  sensation  of  one  who  had  been 
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for  niglits  running  to  balls  or  parties ;  in  fact,  I  was  not 
jjarticularly  disposed  to  fall  into  raptures  either  with  a 
pretty  face  or  a  pretty  prospect,  had  either  presented 
itself.  Luckily,  liowever,  I  was  not  called  upon  to  under- 
go the  fatigue  of  admiration. 

'I  saw  with  my  half-opened  eyes  that  the  scenery  was 
tame  and  monotonous,  and  so  closed  them  altogether. 
After  two  or  three  hours''  travel,  the  bright  rays  of  the 
sun  chased  away  my  drowsiness,  and  I  aroused  myself 
to  look  at  the  passengers  and  the  country,  and  to  read 
"My  Novel;"  I  was  most  pleased  ^vitll  the  hitter. 

'  Tlie.Meechum  Ferry  railway  carries,  I  sliouhl  imagine, 
very  few  passengers  in  the  winter  time ;  in  the  summer 
it  is  one  of  the  most  convenient  routes  from  the  North, 
and  some  portion  of  the  South,  to  the  Virginia  Springs — 
much  freqiK.'iited  during  tlie  month  of  August. 

'  The  defects  of  the  American  system  of  travelling  are 
obviously  seen  in  inferior  railroads.  A  system  wliich 
jumbles  up  all  classes  must  be  always  objectionable; 
but  passengers  between  large  cities  or  towns  are  more 
tolerable  than  those  in  the  country,  as  though  many  of 
them  chew  and  spit  in  a  most  revolting  manner,  tliey 
generally  pay  more  attention  to  soap  and  water  than  tlieir 
rustic  brethren.  A  few  of  my  fellow  passengers  to-day 
were  certainly  not  perfumed  mth  milletleur.  Fancy 
reading  Bulwer's  beautiful  and  imaginative  descriptions 
surrounded  by  such  Gotlis  and  Vandals!  They  served 
as  a  deep  shadow  to  bring  out  in  still  l)rig]iter  and 
fairer  relief  the  forms  and  tigures  of  tliose  whom  my 
iaucy  conjured  up  from  Bulwer's  magic   page.     The 
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(l;»rk-cyofl,  lii^-h-souled,  o-lorioiis  Violaiito,  nnd  tlio  sweof , 
tcndci-  Helen,  what  more  tlian  ang(ds  did  they  Jippear, 
when  I  glanced  from  the  page  which  brought  them 
briglitly  and  vividly  before  my  mind's  eye,  to  the  ruffian 
forms  around  me ! 

*  About  one  o'clock  we  reached  a  small  town  called 
Charlottesville,  where  we  stopped  for  a  few  minutes, 
and  wliere  I  ought  to  have  got  out  to  dinner.  I 
speculated,  however,  on  feeding  at  ^Nleechum  Ferry 
before  continuing  my  journey  to  Staunton  by  the  stage. 
Little  did  I  know  what  was  in  store  for  me  I  When  we 
reached  Meechum  I?iver,  we  found  a  stage  ready  to 
take  us  on.  An  Amencan  stage  is  a  large,  heavy,  lum- 
bering vehicle,  constructed  to  hold  itine  inside  and  two 
out:  the  insides  are  packed  together  something  in  the 
fashion  of  clothes  in  a  carpet-bag ;  that  is  to  say,  they 
are  well  crammed  in,  and  pressed  down.  I  managed 
to  insert  my  body  into  a  vacant  seat  with  my  back  to 
the  horses ;  and  having  disposed  of  my  legs  in  as  satis- 
factory a  manner  as  circumstances  would  admit  of  (and 
seriously  I  advise  no  man  of  more  than  live  feet  ten  inches 
to  venture  into  an  American  stage),  I  looked  at  my 
fellow^-passengers.  Two  pale,  sickly-looking  women  and 
a  man,  the  husband  probably  of  one  of  them,  occupied 
the  back  seat;  in  front  of  them,  i.e.  in  the  centre  of  the 
stage,  and  with  their  backs  resting  against  a  leathern 
strap,  sat  three  men,  respectable,  ordinary,  well-washed 
looking  personages,  and  on  my  side  were  two  other  men, 
probably  small  farmers  or  pig-drivers  by  profession. 

'  I  tried  to  get  a  mouthful  to  eat  or  drink,  as  I 
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had  breakfasted  at  six,  and  it  was  now  Iwo,  but  w;f^ 
<|uitt'   uiisiif't'cssful.    Away   we   started,   after  tlie   roof 
and  l)Oot  of  our  "veliicle'*'  liad  been  filled  witli  a   nia^^s 
of  heavy  lu;jfi>'ai»'e ;  and  tlien  be;;an  my  miseries,  and  my 
firsts  and   I   trust   last,  experience'  of  the  felicities  of 
American    staw-travellini;   over  country   roads    in  the 
■winter.     We  left  iNIeechum  Kiver  at  about  2  r.:M.,  and 
were  bound  for  Staunton,  twenty-eii;ht  miles  distant, 
which  any  n-asonable  human  being  would  have  supposed 
we  sliould  have  reached  in  four  or  five  hours,  even  at  a 
slow  rate  of  travel.     One  of  my  friends  opposite  com- 
menced an  animat(Ml  conversation  ;  tohl  several  pleasing- 
anecdotes  of  upsets,  and  break-downs,  and  then  gave  us 
Ins  conjecture,  founded  on  hearsay  and  experience,  as  to 
the  state  of  the  road  we  were  al)out  to  traverse.     It  ap- 
pears that  the  roud  is  /c»/(^/V(6/c  in  summer  (though  even 
of  this  I  am  sceptical),  but  is  rendered  nearly  impas- 
sable by  the  winter  rains.     A  practical  illustration  was 
soon  afforded  us  of  its  condition.     The  road  somewhat 
resembled  a  ploughed  field  ;  its  deep  ruts  were  partially 
frozen,  and  the  wheels  slipped  off  their  crc^sts  into  the 
hollows  with  mighty  jolts  :  the  stage  vibrated  and  swung 
from  side  to  side  on  its  heavy  leathern  springs.     Sud- 
denly there  was  a  tremend(^ii>;  jr. ^t — the  coach  seemed  just 
l)alanced  on  two  wheels,  and  the  next  momejit  likely  to 
be  in  the  mud.     A  short  plunge,  a  struggle,  a  series  of 
violent  throes  and  convulsions,  and  we  are  saved,  and 
congratulated  ourselves  on  liaving  a  good  driver;  we 
proceed  at  a  snail's  pace;  we  have  g(jt  over  thret;  miles 
in  little  more  than  an  hour,  and  my  companions  are 
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conn^ratiilutinrr  one  anotlicr  on  tlie  rapidity  witli  wliich 
we  are  travelling;  the  jolting,  l)Uin])ing,  and  H(juci'/ing 
continne.  One  old  stager  tri(;s  to  fall  asleep,  and  his 
head  wags  abont  like  a  Chinese  figure.  I  get  into  con- 
versation witli  the  man  opposite  me  ;  he  proves  to  be  an 
engineer  on  a  railway  (a  most  desirable  one)  intended 
to  connect  the  point  we  have  left  with  that  to  wiiich  we 
are  travelling.  The  railway  passes  under  the  Virginian 
hills.  The  engineer  told  me  that  they  were  constructing 
a  tunnel  which  would  be  about  a  mile  and  a  half  k>ng, 
through  a  hill  of  what  he  called  ironstone — hanler  than 
tlie  hardest  granite.  Their  progress  was  necessarily  slow, 
on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  working  the  rock.  To  sink 
f^hafts  for  the  necessary  supply  of  air  was  next  to  im- 
possible; tlrus,  conse(|Uently,  they  were  much  incon- 
venienced by  the  want  of  this  "  real  staff  of  life,"  and 
were  obliged  to  "  raise  the  wind,"  or  keep  things  going 
by  means  of  an  air  pinnp. 

'  We  passed  several  little  villages  of  clean,  comfortable- 
looking  Irish  huts  and  shanties  built  on  the  hill-side. 
Cows  and  pigs  were  occjisionally  visible,  but  I  do  not 
suppose  the  latter  animal's  claim  to  the  best  part  of  the 
lodging  would  be  allowed,  as  he  does  not  here  pay  the 
best  part  of  the  "  Rhd.^''  The  Irish  labourers  get  a 
dollar  a  day,  and  are  very  provident  and  saving ;  most 
f»f  them,  as  my  informant  told  me,  are  tolerably  well 
educated,  and  can  nearly  all  read  and  write.  They 
mostly  live  on  beef:  in  the  summer  they  kill  an  ox, 
wait  till  he  is  gamey,  and  then  cut  him  up  and  eat  him. 
TJie  engineer  remarked  particularly  on  that  peculiar 
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cluiractfristic  of  poor  Irisli  <xirls,  oven  wlien  exposed  to 
tlie  yn.'atest  temptutions — their  eliastity  :  tliey  liiivii 
ol)taiiie(l  a  liigh  character  in  the  States  for  this  virtue, 
and  v«*ry  few  of  tlie  girls  in  the  large  hotels,  wlu're  tliey 
must  Ix.'  a  great  deal  exposed,  have  been  seduced.  At  a 
place  where  we  stopped  to  cliange  horses,  I  managed  to 
get  a  couple  of  bisctiits  and  a  piece  of  cheese  to  a])pease 
the  demon;  and  at  about  half-past  seven  had  a  miser- 
able supper  at  a  dirty  inn.  It  was  dark,  and  our  position, 
floundering  along,  wedged  together,  over  an  execrable 
road,  arid  expecting  every  moment  to  be  upset,  by  no 
means  an  enviable  one.  About  a  mile  from  our  last 
halting-place,  we  found  ourselves  upon  a  super-excellent 
system  (*f  ruts,  and  the  shackle  which  supported  one  of 
our  leather  springs,  yielding  to  weight  and  force  of  cir- 
cumstances, broke  with  a  crash,  and  the  coach  nearly 
toppled  over. 

'  Had  not  our  engineer,  with  three  tremendous 
chests,  probal)ly  containing  fiu'uituro,  left  us,  we  should 
undoub;  'dly  have  been  deposited  in  the  nuid:  as  it  was, 
we  were  in  a  nice  fix.  The  driver,  however,  took  things 
with  praiseworthy  coolness,  h'ft  the  stage  for  assistance, 
and  returned  with  a  negro  blacksmith,  two  or  three  men 
with  handspikes,  a  chain,  and  some  lucifer  matches. 
The  body  of  the  coacli  was  shoved  up  by  levers,  the 
broken  iron  shackle  removed,  and  tlie  chain  sul)stituted 
for  it ;  and  after  about  three-(iuarters  of  an  hour's  delay 
we  r»  sumed  our  journev.  Finallv,  after  struuuliiio- 
with  every  description  of  bad  road,  ruts,  holes,  stones, 
deep  mud  and  clay,  pools,  and  frozen  clods,  we  found 
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(lurselvcs  ;it  Staunton,  tolcrul)!}'  exliaiisted,  at  lialt'-past 
11  !'.>[.,  after  a  journey  of  nine  and  a  lialf  hours.  I 
walked  about  five  miles,  partly  up  hill,  and  partly  over 
some  road  which  exceeded  all  the  rest  in  hadness. 
.  *  The  scenery  anionj^  the  hills  through  which  we  ]»assed 
was  romantic  and  pretty,  and,  thougli  not  so  jj^raud,  re- 
minded me  somewhat  of  the  Western  llij^hlands  of 
Scotland. 

'The  eastern  portion  of  America  along  the  Atlantic 
coast,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  large  cities,  is  so  flat 
and  monotonous,  that  a  hill  of  any  description  is  greeted 
by  the  traveller  as  a  pleasing  and  agreeable  variety  ;  the 
slopes  afford  good  pasturage  for  sheep,  and  are  many  of 
them  covered  with  wood,  principally  pine.  I  was  very 
glad  to  roll  my  bed-clothes  round  me,  ami  court  the 
drowsy  god.' 
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STAUNTON-  —  LEXINGTON  —  AN  UNPLKASANT  RinE  AM)  A 
DISAGIfKEAIJLE  AIJVENTI'HK  —  VISIT  TO  HAiaMni's  l-i:i!KY, 
AND    KETTUN    TO    WASIIINfJTON. 


*  rpiIK  Tiiiti'd  States  is  u  roimtry  ^reat  in  newspapers. 
J-  How  tlu!  nmltitude  pul)lislie(l  can  pay  at  tlie  low 
rate  at  wliieli  tliey  are  sold  is  a  matter  of  wonder.  The 
"Xew  York  IHerald  "'  oeeupies  a  space  somewliat  similar 
to  our  '•  giaiiut  of  the  press."  It  lias  more  rivals,  iiow- 
ever,  who  assert  chums  to  e([uality,  than  our  "Times." 
I  believe  the  ''  Times  "  in  America,  and  I  fancy  generally 
in  all  foreii^n  countries,  is  looked  on  as  the  "  voxpopull '' 
of  England.  The  reports  of  speeches  and  trials  arc  not 
given  here  with  anything  like  the  fullness  and  accuracy 
that  they  are  in  England.  I  was  present  at  a  very  in- 
teresting trial,  where  the  prisoner  was  defended  with 
great  ability  and  elocpience  by  one  of  the  leading 
barristers,  at  New  York;  but  a  bare  statement  of  fact 
was  all  that  appeared  in  the  public  papers  ;  and  when  at 
Washiuii'ton  I  referred  to  them  to  read  over  the  debate 
I  had  heard  on  the  previous  evening,  I  found  the  report 
extremely  meagre  and  defective,  something  similar  to 
the  summary  of  parliamentary  intelligence  in  our  f^apers. 
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Tlic  American  journals  arc  principally  filled  with  foreii;'n 
intelligence,  and  comments  thereon.  Receiving  mails 
from  Europe  two  or  three  times  every  week,  with  a  vast 
mass  of  complex  politics,  and  of  the  ablest  criticisms  on 
men,  measures,  and  events,  liaving  merely  to  cull  and 
select  the  flowers  from  this  rich  and  fertile  field,  they 
are  at  no  loss  to  fill  their  columns  with  hoth  interestinii' 
and  attractive  matter.  Extracts  from  wdiat  they  always 
call  the  "  London  Times,"  with  its  views  on  the  great 
questions  and  events  of  the  day,  wdiether  as  affecting 
themselves  or  the  continent  of  Europe,  furnish  a  kind 
of  theme  for  dissertations  and  remarks  of  their  own. 
Besides  this,  from  their  geographical  position,  they 
are  of  course  almndantly  and  constantly  supplied  with 
news  of  all  that  is  going  on,  or  looming  in  the  future 
of  the  Western  hemisphere.  In  fact,  news  from  New 
Orleans,  or  other  distant  points  of  the  Union,  amounts 
very  nearly  to  the  same  thing  as  foreign  intelligence. 
The  leading  journal,  which  I  mentioned  above,  seems  to 
take  conciliatory  views  of  English  policy,  and  of  the 
intercourse  between  England  and  America.  In  the  mind 
of  a  sensible  or  enlightened  man,  a  rupture  between  the 
two  countries  would  be  not  onlv  destructive  and  ruinous 
to  each  as  a  nation,  but  would  inflict  a  severe  blow  on 
the  principles  of  liberty,  constitutional  right,  and  good 
government.  The  lower  sort  of  Yankees  are  a  swaggering, 
conceited  set  of  fellows,  and  John  Bull  has  a  pretty  good 
notion  of  his  own  prowess ;  but  happily  it  is  not  permitted 
to  these  belligerent  gentlemen  to  settle  their  disputed 
points  in  their  own  savage  or  school-boy  fashion. 
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*  Staunton  is  a  pretty  village,  surrounded  hy  hills ; 
and  when  the  railroad  connecting  it  with  Kiclnnond 
is  completed,  will  be  a  place  of  importance,  as  it  lies 
near  one  extremity  of  the  great  agricultural  valley  of 
Virginia.  At  present  it  is  a  century  behind  the  North- 
ern States.  A  traveller  in  a  few  hours  perceives  the 
vast  difference  in  the  progress  of  civilisation  between 
the  two  sections  of  the  Union.  After  travellinu:  throuij^h 
the  North  with  speed,  punctuality,  and  comparative 
luxury,  he  finds  himself,  when  only  a  few  miles  from 
the  beaten  tracks  of  human  intercourse,  contending 
with  bad  roads,  bad  inns,  dilatoriness,  and  otlum  sine 
dignifate. 

*  The  old-fashioned  plan  of  travelling  on  horseback  is 
still  adhered  to,  and  is  common  in  Virginia.  Virginian 
wagons,  having  the  top  covered  with  white  sail-cloth, 
being  drawn  by  six  horses,  may  be  seen  creeping  along 
the  roads.  A  nigger  rides  one  of  the  wheelers,  and  with 
only  one  rein  attached  to  a  leader,  contrives  to  guide  the 
whole  team.  Original,  clumsy,  and  picturescjue  they 
look,  slowly  coming  into  view  at  the  turn  of  a  country 
road,  with  the  sun  shining  brightly  on  their  snowy  cover- 
ings ;  and  they  speak  strongly,  and  with  incontrovertible 
evidence,  of  the  comparatively  slow  progress  of  the  people 
who  use  them.  Virginia  is,  however,  awakening  from 
her  sleep.  Raihvays  are  being  constructed  across  her 
in  all  directions ;  the  spirit  of  enterprise  is  sliedding  its 
awakenini;  influence  over  the  dormant  ener^j^ies  of 
her  population ;  and  she  ^^^ll  soon  be,  what  her  size, 
climate,  and  natural  advantages  seem  to  foretell,  one  of 

a 


>i- 


■ 


82 


CANADA  AND  THE  CRIMEA. 


the  ^Tcatest  and  most  flourisliin^  States  (if  flic  Union. 
The  wliite  population  of  Virginia  considerahly  exceeds 
her  hlack,  and  lior  soil  being  prin('ii)ally  cultivated  for 
grain,   or  ))rodueing  pasture  for  s]icc{>  and  ('attic,  there 
an;   hut  few  regular  plantations,  where   slaves  drudge 
and  toil  like  farm-horses.     I  saw  an  advertiseincnt  in 
the  inn,  at  Staunton,  offering  a  reward  for  a  runaway 
negro  hoy;  hut  I  shouhl  think  that  in  this  State,  thougli 
there  are  more  facilities  to  escape,  the  indueemeuts  to 
do  so  are  less  than  tlujse  farther  south.      An  intclliaent 
mulatto  driver,  who  pleased  and  interested  nic,  said  he 
had  requested  his  mistress  to  allow  him  to  go  to  Si])eria. 
Hearing  I  was  an  Ilngiishman,  he  asked  if  they  were  not 
against  shivery  in  England,  and  if  Canada  were  not  a  free 
state?     I  tohl  him  that  Canada  was  a  jh'itish  colony, 
and  all  I^ritish  colonies  were  free.     He  said  he  should 
much  like  to  go  there.     I  asked  him  if  he  wei-e  married  ; 
he  answered,  "Yes."     "  Have  you  got  any  children  ?" 
"  No,  there  is  (jnly  me  and  my  wife."     His  mistress,  a 
widow  hidy,  made  a  profit  out  of  him  hy  letting  him 
out  to  drive  and  do  jobs.     The  man  w^as  not  only  intel- 
ligent, but  courteous  and  gentle  in  manner.     He  had 
evidently  a  great  deal  of  white  blood  (the  element  of 
freedom)  in  his  veins.     He  w^as  a  fine-looking  fellow, 
upwards  of  six  feet  high.     I  really  felt  interested  in 
him,  and  fell  into  a  painful  reverie  on  the  evils  of  a 
system   which    degrades   what    God    has    made    noble. 
The  day  will  come  wdien   the  mulattocs,  illegitimate 
offspring   though  they  be,  will  prove  themselves  their 
fathers'   sons.     lu  my  opinion,  the  event  must   take 
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place,  in  the  natural  order  of  tilings.  Here  was  ;i  man, 
sensible  of  liis  degraded  position,  keenly  desii'ous  of 
freedom,  liearinj^'  with  delij^lit  of  those  lands  where 
slavery  is  unknown,  intelli<;'ent  enoneh  to  perceive  the 
injustice  of  the  system  whicli  oppressed  iiinj,  and  to 
feel  lliaf,  if  he  relx'lled,  he  would  not  sin,  but  assei't  a 
riiiht,  which  tlu;  God  who  made  all  has  liiven  to  all — 
liere  was  a  man,  a  type  of  a  numerous  and  ra)>idlv 
increasing  class  in  the  South,  in  whose  mind  was  laid  a 
train,  which  it  re([uired  onh'  circumstances  and  oppor- 
tunity to  tire, —  a  man  who  would  tight,  as  the  (i reeks 
of  old  f»uu"ht,  under  the  watchvNords  of  liberty  and 
riu'ht. 

'The  coach  which  was  to  convey  me  to  Lexington  at 
length  got  under  weigh.  I  mounted  on  the  box,  to  enj(»y 
the  sunshine,  and  to  see  tlie  country.  Our  first  sixteen 
nnles  was  over  a  terrible  road,  and  we  took  about  f  )ur 
and  a  half  hours  to  traverse  it.  Thi'  rest  of  our  journey 
was  over  planks,  which  appeared  by  contrast  like  a 
sudden  transportation  to  Elysium,  after  the  cares, 
troid)les,  and  contentions  of  life.  I  walked  over  four 
miles  of  the  worst  part  of  the  road.  My  driver  was  a 
o-ood,  lionest  fellow;  had  driven  tlu;  sta^e  alon!>-  that 
road  for  twenty-eight  years,  and  had  just  earned  enough 
to  bring  up,  and  educate  his  children.  He  made  sonu' 
sensible  and  intelligent  remarks  on  the  adv.antages  of 
education,  and  seemed  fully  to  comprehend  the  value  of 
the  gift  bestowed  ])y  his  exertions  on  his  family.  In 
America,  education,  if  combined  with  energy,  application, 
and  good  sense,  is  wealth  to  its  possessor.    Hundreds  of 
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roads  are  open  to  every  man  for  free  and  generous  com- 
petition— the  true  source  of  much  of  the  greatness  and 
prosperity  of  a  nation. 

'  As  my  time  was  very  limited,  and  travelling  in  the 
part  of  the  country  I  had  arrived  at  both  slow  and  un- 
certain, I  hired  a  wagon  to  drive  me  to  the  Natural 
Bridge, — distant,  by  the  best  road,  about  seventeen  miles 
from  Lexington.  The  morning  was  warm,  })right,  and 
cheerful.  A  liazy  appearance  in  the  distance,  however, 
seemed  to  indicate  rain.  ]\Iy  carriage  was  announced. 
I  walked  out,  and  beheld  a  wagon  painted  with  three 
coats  of  natural  })rown  from  the  muddy  roads,  with  the 
sorriest  Rozinaute  I  had  ever  seen.  A  stalwart  nigger, 
with  huge  black  moustaches  and  beard — who  looked  big 
enough  and  strong  enough  to  carry  horse,  wagon,  and 
all, — supported  the  trembling  steed  by  the  head,  and 
replied  to  my  enquiries  as  to  when  the  animal  had  last 
dined  with  an  indignant  assurance  that  he  was  well  fed, 
and  could  go  well.  I  submitted  to  my  fate,  though  I 
was  not  without  feelings  of  compunction  at  inflicting 
seventeen  miles  on  a  bony  anatomy,  requiring  not  a 
day's,  but  a  week's  rest. 

'  I  drove  steadily  and  (piietly  at  first,  and  endeavoured 
to  excite  my  steed  to  action  by  words  of  encourage- 
ment; but  this  was  probably  so  new  to  him,  that  he 
did  not  know  what  to  make  of  it,  and  little  or  no  alter- 
ation in  his  sober  and  solemn  gait  took  place.  The  last 
resource  was,  I  regret  to  say,  applied ;  imd  it  generally 
elicited  a  melancholy  shake  of  the  ears,  and  the  ghost 
of  a   canter.     The  country   througli  which  I   passed 
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was  the  sjinie  in  cliaracter  (tliou^li  pcrliaps  ratlier  of 
a  ^^'aiidcr  description)  as  tliat  tlin>u;j;li  wliicli  I  liad 
journeyed  on  tlie  previous  day.  A  series  of  lulls  with 
curved  outlines  greeted  the  eye  on  all  sides.  There  was 
an  absence  of  that  boldness  which  characterises  the  wild 
mountain  scenery  of  Scotland,  where  the  dark  rocky 
masses  stand  out  au'ainst  tlie  blue  sky  in  shari),  clear 
lines.  They  bear  the  same  analogy  to  the  wild  hills  ot 
Caledonia  that  the  soft  rounded  outline  of  a  woman's 
form  does  to  the  bold  antrular  limire  of  a  man. 

'  I  encountered  difficulties  of  every  kind  on  the  road, 
was  nearly  upset  two  or  three  times,  and  obliged  to 
refresh  my  Dobbin  with  a  drink  of  meal  and  water  to 
ensure  his  ijettinii:  throuj>'h  his  Ld)ours  at  all. 

*  The  Natural  Bridge  is  situated  in  a  deep  valley, 
among  some  fine  hills.  It  spans  an  insignificant  little 
l)rook  about  fifty  feet  wide.  The  bridge  is  a  vast  lime- 
stone arch  215  feet  high,  80  feet  broad,  and  85  feet 
long.  The  arch  has  the  appearance  of  having  been 
gradually  excavated  by  the  continual  action  of  water : 
and  this  supposition  is  in  some  degree  confirmed  by  the 
great  height  of  the  banks  of  the  streandet,  which  are 
composed  of  the  same  rock,  and  rise  nearly  perpendicu- 
larly from  the  water  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bridge.  Can 
it  be  possible  that  the  little  brook,  which  now  ripples 
peacefully  at  your  feet,  could  once  have  been  a  mighty 
river,  and  have  burst  with  irresistible  violence  the 
opposing  barrier?  The  rock  in  other  places  has 
crumbled  and  fallen,  and  may  have  been  preserved  from 
the  same  fate  here  merely  by  superior  hardness.    There  is 


86 


CANADA   AND    THE    rRIMEA. 


sittnctliiiii;"  wild,  ^rimd,  and  iiiipvcsslvf  in  lliat  nii;anti<\, 
lonely  arch,  standin;.;'  iniclian^cd  in  sulitarv  grandeur 
after  the  lai).s('  of  aj^n-s — a  memorial  left  by  nature  of 
some  l)V!j:on(;  scene  in  the  liistory  of  lier  revulsions. 

'  .My  predictions  re^'ardin^  rain  were  mournfully  fnl- 
lilled.  It  hrst  driz/led,  and  then  poured.  The  rain 
continued  all  ni;4ht  unintermittently ;  and  I  listened  to 
its  heavy  patterini;'  on  the  roof  of  the  crazy  old  inn  with 
o'loomy  forebodings  of  the  difficulties  and  strui^gles  of 
the  in<u'row. 

'  I  superintended  the  washin<>'  of  my  poor  Kozinante's 
le;j^s;  and  directiid  he  should  have  a  good  bed  prepared 
for  him,  and  as  mnch  oats  as  he  couhl  eat. 

'  The  stable  in  which  my  imfortunate  steed  was  doomed 
to  pass  the  nig"ht  was  a  construction  which  would  have 
been  called  rude  even  among  the  ancient  l^ritons.  Free 
adnussion  both  for  air  and  rain  was  afforded  by  nume- 
rous yawning  gaps  and  cavities.  The  wind,  in  whatso- 
ever direction  it  might  bi'  blowing,  had  the  privilege  of 
whistling  through  it;  and  the  horses  (hardy  beasts  I) 
stood  there  without  a  scrap  of  clothing,  and  lay  down 
on  th(»  hard  boards  at  night  to  repose.  I  wish  I  could 
have  transported  an  English  groom  to  this  savage  spot. 
His  astonishment  might  have  helped  me  through  a 
dreary  afternoon. 

'This  afternoon,  however,  did  not  pass  without  an  in- 
cident in  which  I  myself  iignred  as  the  astonished  part3\ 
T  was  the  only  visitor  at  the  inn ;  no  one  in  his  senses 
thinkinij:  of  ofoiniif  to  the  Natural  Bridge  in  the  winter 
time.     Several  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood,  how- 
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ever, — i»rol)al»lv  acrordiiiii^  to  tlicir  usual  Sal)l»atli  cus- 
tom, —  li;i(l  n-paind  tliit litTon  liorscltacktodiiic  ton'ctiirr. 
One  of  those,  tlio  ltiL;u;'ost   and   sturdiest  ot"  the    part}'', 
went  down  to  dinner  drunic  and  (|uan*elsonie.      He  sat 
exactly  opi)osi1e  me,  and  stared  rudely  and  stupidly  at 
iiie  for  some  time.      He  at  length  asked  me,  in  a  roUL;li 
niaiiner,  wliere  I  came  from.      1    t(»ld  him,  and   he  ati; 
two  or  three  niouthfuls  of  his  dinner,  pausini;'  between 
each  to  contimie  his  steady  stare.     At  last  he  suddenly 
stopped  aud  said,  abruptly,  "  Come  here."    1  thouL;ht  at 
first  he  miudit   he  sjJcakiuL,'  to  a  waiter  behind  me,  and 
looked  round;  but  lie  instantly  repeated  the  conunand, 
pointing,'  to  a  chair  next  to  him,  and  saying,  "Come 
here;  I  want  to  talk  to  you."     I  answered,  as  coolly  as 
I  coidd,  "No,  tliaidv  you;  I  prefer  sitting  here  and  eat- 
ing my  dinner,  and  I  advise  you  to  go  on  with  yours. 
If  you  want  to  talk  to  nie,  I  can  hear  what  you  have  to 
say  just  as  well  where  I  am."     This  produced  a  vacant, 
stupid  look,  and  a  short  silence.     One   of  the   hotel 
people  came  up  and  apologised  to  me  for  the  conduct 
of  my  friend  (?),  saying  he  was  not  aware  of  his  being 
so  drunk,  and  ])egging  of  me  to  take  no  notice  of  what 
lie  said.     I  saw  alarm  depicted  oi,  every  countenance. 

'My  toper  grasped  his  knife, poi.se  I  it  carelessly, direct- 
ing the  point  towards  me,  as  if  with  intent  to  throw  it 
at  me.  I  was  exactly  opposite,  and  though  I  did  not 
much  dread  a  drunken  man's  shot  with  a  blunt  knife,  I 
was  anxious  to  avoid  a  scene  in  a  low,  out-of-tlu'-way 
place,  where  there  were  few  who  would  sympathise 
much  with  me,  though  they  might  assist  me  if  1  were 
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assaulted.  I  knew  drmikcn  riifri  liavc  u  ^rcat  deal  of 
sense,  and  arc  capable  (»f  l>ein;jf  amused  by  a  little 
talk;  so  I  said  to  tlie  brute  ojtposite  nie,  "  Wliy  do 
you  want  to  (juarrel  with  nie  ?  Did  you  ever  see  me 
before?  Then  what  reason  liave  you  for  \vi>liing  to 
quarri'l  ?  " 

'Tilt!  knife  remained  poised  in  the  hand;  I  tinislied 
my  dinner  and  left  the  tal)le,  my  ])randy-and-\vater 
friend  beinj^  held  back  by  the  others  from  makin<i;  a 
rush  at  me.  He  was  very  noisy  and  troublesome  for 
some  time,  but  at  last  went  home.  I  heard  lu'  was  a 
doct(n*,  and  a  perfect  gentleman  (!)  when  he  was  sober. 

*  8[imbo  woke  me,  and  I  rose  sleepy  and  unrefreshed. 
The  rain  had  almost  ceased;  soon  it  discontimied  alto- 
gether. I  swallowed  a  cup  of  tea,  ate  a  mouthful  of 
bread,  cast  a  dou])tful  look  at  poor  Dobbin,  paid  my 
bill  for  a  day's  discomfort,  and  started. 

'  A  benevolent  individual  at  the  inn  recommended  me 
to  go  home  by  a  road  different  from  the  one  1  came 
by.  I  followed  his  advice,  and  got  into  an  old  and 
almost  impassable  cross  coimtry  road,  and  never  thought 

I  should  get  out  of  it.  About  four  hours  and  a  half  were 
consumed  in  accomplishing  the  first  fourteen  miles  of 
my  journey  to  Staunton.    I  reached  Lexington  at  about 

II  A.M.,  and  wished,  after  breakfast,  to  have  proceeded 
at  once,  but  was  kept  waiting  for  about  an  hour  for  a 
carriage,  which  I  had  ordered  at  half-past  9  a.:m.  The 
day  was  Court-day,  a  great  and  bus}''  day  at  Lexington. 
Sales  by  auction  were  going  on,  and  the  place  in  a  state 
of  bustle,  confusion  and  excitement.     These  court  days 
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come  r<)un('  at  the  coniinciicrtncnt  of  each  in(tn(h,  and 
debts  are  paid  aud  barj^aiiis  inadf  on  tin-  oeejusion. 

'Tlie  arrival  of  my  carria;;'*',  drawn  l»y  nncvrnly 
matched  horses,  relieved  at  lust  my  almost  exhausted 
patienc«'. 

*  Twenty  miles  of  onr  junrncy  lay  over  plank-road, 
the  rest  over  pools,  and  ruts,  and  mud,  winch  really  did 
not  deserve  to  Ijc  dij^niitied  by  tin;  tith'  of  road  at  all. 
INIy  poor  horses  (I  could  ^'et  no  ehani;(^  on  the  road) 
were  nearly  d(»ne  up,  and  I  was  pri'tty  tired  myself 
when  I  reached  Staunton,  at  half-past  7  r.sr. 

'I  had  supper  (which  was  also  dinner  and  tea,  as  I 
had  eaten  nothing  since  breakfast ),  and  turned  in  for 
four  or  five  hours'  rest.  I  went  to  bed  a  little  after  nine, 
and  was  ajjjain  ji. wakened,  at  half-past  12  r.M.,  to  start  by 
the  Winchester  coach,  which  left  at  one  in  the  morning. 

'  March  1st. — In  the  linnbering  old  coach  was  only  one 
passenger  besides  myself.  Went  off  into  a  kind  of 
doze;  night  tine,  and  moon  shining  when  we  started; 
clouded  over,  and  commenced  raining  soon  after.  After 
some  unwholesome  and  indigestible  scraps  at  a  dirty 
inn,  at  one  o'clock,  which  passed  for  a  dinner,  coach  at 
length  became  full.  A  negress  and  her  baby  sat  oppo- 
site to  me,  and  obliged  nie  to  keep  my  face  turned  to 
the  open  window.  Do  these  people  ever  wash  ?  Two 
dirty  agricidturists,  in  damp  chjthes,  forced  themselves 
in;  and  a  vulgar  woman  with  a  frightful  cough,  and  a 
wet  bundle  and  bonnet-box.  In  stage-travelling  in  the 
States,  more  than  in  railways,  you  see  the  discomforts 
of  democracy.    I  wish  a  few  theorists  would  condescend 
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to  jostle  awhile  with  the  '••  0/ TroWot,"  they  wouhl  then 
see  the  caji  of  Ijliertv  ;;riiiiy  with  filth.  There  can  he 
no  I'ijiKil'il  11  unless  all  lueii  us(!  soaj)  and  water,  and 
certainly  hut  little //v/7''/'/''^/  nil <•<•!'> on  het  ween  a  e-entle- 
inan  with  initnaoidate  linen  and  the  ^'reat  '•unwashed.'' 
Th«'  road  passed  thri>ui;li  a  rieh  agricultural  country, 
where  I  was  tidd  some  of  the  finest  wheat  in  Aniericjv 
was  raised.  The  farms  are  very  lar^c,  and  hut  little 
manure  used;  <,'uano  is  occasionally  emj)loyed.  Tlu; 
soil  is  not  so  rich  as  in  Wisconsin,  where  it  is,  if  pos- 
silde,  too  ])rolitic,  and  of  inexhaustihle  fertility.  The 
climate  here  is,  however,  much  healthier,  and  the  farms 
nearer  the  jjjrcat  markets. 

'  L(dt  Winchester  at  (S  p.m.,  in  the  railway  cars,  for 
Harper's  Ferry ;  distance,  thirty-two  miles;  took  three 
hours  to  ^'o  there;  line  out  of  order  and  engines  feeble, 
jis  usual.  Put  into  a  misera])le  room,  as  cold  as  ice, 
with  no  fireplace  nor  chairs,  and  with  dirty,  cracked 
walls.  Could  have  sle[)t  on  a  deal  hoard.  Coiled  the 
c'lotlu's  round  me,  and  when  the  candle  was  out,  discom- 
fort was  banished. 

'March  2ml, — Dressed,  and  left  my  dismal  apart- 
ment b(;tween  seven  and  eig'ht;  breakfasted  on  some 
greasy  viands,  and  walked  out.  The  day  was  lovely, 
and  the  air  delightful. 

'  A  gentleman,  who,  on  the  previous  evening,  had 
professed  himself  to  be  an  Ultra-Democrat,  and  liad 
received  a  few  languid  attempts  at  jocularity  on  my 
part  wdth  roars  of  laughter,  requested  me,  on  my  arrival 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  to  introduce  myself  to  a  relation  of 
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his,  \v1m»  njiiiccd  in  tlir  tianif  uf  Snooks,  find  pursucil 
the  avocal  i(»n  of  a  l)ool-inak('i'.  Snooks'  (lisjtosition,  Ik' 
told  nil',  was  most  aniialdc;  and  his  (hiii;lii  at  th«- 
opjjortnnity  of  showin:^'  luc  tlio  lions,  whidi,  without 
sonic  tVit'iidly  <;uidc,  I  sh"»uld  he  nttnly  nnahh'  to 
(h'scoviT,  would  \>v  uidionndod.  I  tliankod  hini  a  liiin- 
drcd  times,  and  Ustoni'd  to  llio  praist's  of  llic  imm(»rl:il 
Snooks  willi  the  rcsij-natitui  of  i  xhaustion.  1  lioljcvc  I 
was  too  lii'cd  to  laUL;ii.  My  fiiiiid  i;ot  out,  ami  with 
him  vanisiu;d  tiic  sliadc  of  Snooks. 

'Tho  scenery  of  Harper's  I''erry  is  v*'ry  l)cantifnl. 
Nature  lias  d(»nc  lier  i>;irt  towards  rcnchrini;'  the  spot 
hoth  attractive  and  intcri'stin;j^ ;  incu  has  done  his 
towards  tiiwartinji;  licr  l)enevoh'nt  desi^•ns.  He  crosses 
the  two  romantic  "shining-  rivers"  on  railway  hridu'cs 
like  sheds,  superlatively  hideous ;  and  he  accompanies 
the  {T^entle  murnuu' of  tlu;  Potomac  for  some  miles  with 
tlie  sweet  nmsic  of  a  steam-cnyine.  The  railway  skirts 
one  bank  of  this  heautiful  riv(n'.  .Mr.  Jefferson  wrot<;  u 
jjjraphic  and  animated  description  of  Har[)er's  Kerry, 
which  appears  in  his  work  on  ^'irL;•inia.  it  is  the  ])oint 
of  junction  of  the  Potomac  and  Shenandoah  rivers; 
and  it  is  supposed  that  these  streams,  as  if  each  con- 
scious of  its  individual  inability,  here  combined  their 
waters,  and  forced  a  passage  throuj^h  the  I>lue  I\i(i<;-c, 
which  runs  almost  transversely  to  their  course:  this 
opinion  has  been  entertained  liy  Vobiey,  and  other 
eminent  travellers.  The  Shenandoah  is  a  much  smaller 
river  than  the  Potomac.  In  the  Potomac,  al)i)ve  the 
point  of  junction,  are  several  rocky  islets,  round  which 
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the  water  impatiently  chafes.  Tlie  river  narrows  as  it 
approaclies  tlie  point,  wliere  it  formerly  encountered  its 
great  obstacle.  The  current  is  rapid,  but  the  river, 
wlien  it  effected  the  chang'e  in  the  aspect  of  nature, 
must  have  been  a  stream  of  much  greater  power  and 
magnitude  tlian  it  is  at  present.  Volney  imagines  it 
to  be  tlie  contents  of  some  vast  lake  (whose  position 
and  boundaries  may  still  be  traced  by  the  coal  deposits 
which  have  been  left),  which  at  first  found  a  small 
outlet  through  some  rocky  fissure,  in  time  increased  it, 
and  finally,  with  the  whole  weight  of  its  waters,  rent 
the  rocks,  and  formed  a  mighty  river. 

'  The  village  of  Harper's  Ferry  is  an  ugly  collection  of 
dingy  houses  and  barns  on  a  bare  hill  side,  close  to  the 
point  of  junction  of  the  two  rivers.  A  canal  runs  along 
one  bank  of  the  Potomac,  near  the  village,  and  com- 
municates with  the  city  of  Washington,  which  can  be 
reached  in  a  day  and  a  half  by  the  boats. 

'  I  walked  up  to  "  Jefferson's  rock,"  a  very  striking 
mass  of  stone,  on  a  hill  overlooking  the  whole  scene, 
and  tried  to  sketch  it.  From  its  summit  there  is  a 
beautiful  view  of  the  two  rivers  and  surrounding 
country.  The  whole  landscape  was  bathed  in  sun- 
shine, and  lay  spread  out  like  a  map  at  my  feet.  Near 
Jefferson's  rock  is  a  pretty  quiet  little  cemetery,  over- 
looking the  Potomac  River.  Its  site,  like  most  of  the 
cemeteries  in  the  States,  is  well  chosen.  The  resting- 
places  of  the  dead  are  indeed  everywhere  in  well- 
selected  and  appropriate  situations.  It  is  some  con- 
solation to  the  mourner  to  think  that  the  ashes  of  the 
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departed  loved  one  sleep  in  a  spot  where  the  T)right  sun 
casts  liis  beams  on  a  scene  calm,  holy,  and  beautiful ; 
and  tliat,  instead  of  the  foul  atmospliere  of  a  city 
charnel-house,  the  air  which  steals  over  the  toml)  is 
laden  with  the  sweet  perfume  of  delicate  and  lovely 
flowers,  wliich  the  hand  of  affection  has  planted. 

'  At  Harper's  Ferry  is  a  large  armoury,  wliere  inuskets 
and  rifles  are  manufactured  for  the  United  States  army. 
I  walked  through  the  workshops,  and  was  much  pleased 
with  tlie  order,  regularity,  and  method.  The  ])arrels  of 
the  muskets  are  bright,  of  the  rifles  browned.  A  mus- 
ket is  manufactured  for  from  between  nine  and  ten 
dollars,  and  a  rifle  for  about  eleven  or  twelve.  Tlie 
armoury  is  under  the  superintendence  of  the  ordnance. 
An  arsenal  is  shortly  to  be  brJlt. 

^  March  Srd. — Started  about  5  o'clock  a.  ]\r.  for 
Washington.  Our  engine  broke  down  about  lialf-way 
there,  and  we  were  delayed  for  an  hour  while  it  was 
undergoing  repair.  This  brought  us  to  Wasliington  at 
a  more  Christian-like  hour.  I  went  to  Gadsby's  Hotel, 
where  I  had  stayed  on  my  former  visit,  but  found,  as  I 
had  anticipated,  every  nook  and  corner  occupied.  I  left 
my  luggage  there,  and  commenced  a  systematic  hunt 
for  a  night's  lodging.  I  tried  several  of  the  hotels,  but 
at  all  received  the  same  response.  My  hopes  now  lay 
in  the  probability  of  there  being  a  room  to  spare  at 
some  respectable  tradesman's.  I  tried  one  or  two, 
and  at  last,  undeterred  by  visions  of  poisoning,  had  the 
courage  to  enter  and  make  enquiry  at  a  clicmist's. 
Its  owner  coidd  not  accommodate  me,   but  told   me 


ii! 


94 


CANADA   AND   THE   CEIMEA. 


, 


(      I' 


of  ii  lioiiso  wliere  it  was  possible  I  mij^-ht  succeed  in 
gettinj^  a  sliake-down.  It  was  a  private  residence  he- 
lon^irij^  to  a  widow  lady,  who  had  consented  to  put 
herself  to  temporary  inconvenience  for  the  benefit  of 
travellers. 

'  Jfer  house  was  conveniently  situated  near  the  Capi- 
tol, the  dame  herself  portly  and  comfortable-looking, 
and  I  congratulated  myself  on  my  good  luck;  my  joy, 
liowever,  was  a  little  damped  when  my  fair  hostess  gave 
tlie  reins  to  her  fancy,  and  indulged  in  speculation  as 
to  the  nimi])er  of  additional  wanderers  ^he  could  ac- 
commodate. I  liad  my  luggage  moved  to  the  house,  and 
then  went  to  the  Capitol  to  hear  the  debates  of  Congress. 

*  The  Senate  and  House  sat  all  night,  and  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  the  members  looked  very  jaded  and 
knocked  up  ;  however,  they  had  a  holiday  till  the  month 
of  December  in  store  for  them,  and  would  soon  recover 
from  the  cares  and  strifes  of  political  life.  I  was  much 
pleased  witii  the  urbanity,  intelligence,  and  firmness  of 
the  Speaker  of  the  Lower  House ;  his  duties  were 
arduous  and  troublesome,  a  perfect  shout  being  raised, 
immediately  after  a  division,  of  "  ]\Ir.  Speakei- !  "  from 
all  sides  of  the  house,  and  a  great  deal  of  confusion  and 
conversation  going  on  dm-ing  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness. The  visitors'  galleries  in  both  Houses  are  small, 
and  do  not  at  all  answer  the  expectations  or  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  sovereign  people,  who  certainly  ought  to 
have  a  little  accommodation  to  hear  with  their  own  ears, 
and  see  w'ith  their  own  eyes,  how  their  servants  are 
carrying  on  their  affairs. 
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*  I  went,  during  the  afternoon,  to  a  large  Bazaar  held 
at  the  Patent  Office ;  there  were  a  great  many  people 
there,  and  things  of  interest  exhibited.  Among  these  the 
daguerreotypes,  and  some  plans  engraved  most  beauti- 
fully, especially  attracted  me.  The  Americans  excel  in 
the  dagueri'eotyping  art ;  this  climate  is  more  favoural)le 
to  it,  I  believe,  than  that  of  Europe.  The  Patent 
Ofifice,  in  which  the  fair  was  held,  is  a  fine  white  build- 
inj.',  with  handsome  porticoes  and  columns. 

'  The  l)ustle  and  gaiety  of  Washington  to-day  were 
(piite  animating;  crowds  were  arriving  by  every  train, 
and  every  steamboat  di^char^cd  its  livinsj:  carii'o  of  eau'er 
and  expectant  visitors.  The  accommodation  of  the  city 
was  completely  exhausted,  and  hundreds  passed  the 
whole  iiiglit  of  the  3rd  of  ]March  in  the  great  hall  of  the 
Capitol,  or  in  roaming  a])out  the  streets  like  troubled 
spirits.  Even  at  the  huge  hotels,  wliicii  one  woidd  think 
alone  capal)le  of  accommodating  a  city  or  two,  scarce  a 
place  could  be  obtaiued  for  dinner  at  the  ordinary.  A 
small  crowd,  waiting  for  vacant  seats,  and  sniffing  the 
fragrant  air,  was  stationed  near  the  entrance  to  the 
dinino'-room  at  Ih'own's  Hotel,  where  I  went  to  dine. 
I  remained  like  them  in  anxious  expectation,  till  a 
black  waiter,  opening  the  door  a  few  inches,  and  par- 
tially revealing  the  paradise  beyond,  whispered,  "  Dat 
dere  was  seat  for  one ; "  and  then,  without  hesitation, 
I  plunged  into  the  apartment,  and  requested,  in  a 
decided  tone,  to  be  conducted  to  the  vacant  chair.  I 
drank  tea  at  my  lodgings,  and  was  formally  presented 
by  my  buxom  hostess  to  my  fellow-lodgers.    They  were 
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staid,    middle-aged,    quiet-looking   people ;    civil,  but 
reserved. 

*Tlie  tea  (with  a  due  regard  to  economy)  was  served 
from  a  huge  teapot  by  tlie  lady  of  the  house,  and  a 
very  small  negro  boy  handed  it  round  to  the  company. 
We  all  dispersed  after  it ;  I  to  the  Senate  House,  my 
friends  where  their  inclinations  led  them.  When  I 
returned,  at  half-past  twelve,  I  found  madame  sitting 
up,  looking  very  tired,  and  complaining  of  a  head- 
ache. She  said  she  did  not  know  what  she  could  do  for 
me,  as  she  had  told  some  of  the  other  gentlemen  that 
if  they  brought  home  some  friends  they  woidd  be 
accommodated.  I  replied  that  it  was  not  likely  that 
they  would  think  of  bringing  in  strangers  at  that  late 
hour,  and  as  nobody  appeared,  she  had  accommodated 
another  gentleman  (my  humble  self)  who  was  very 
tired;  that  he  was  going  away  the  next  day,  when  a 
bed  would  be  much  at  their  service ;  and  I  further 
added,  as  a  still  more  powerful  argument,  that,  though 
I  certainly  objected  to  sleeping  double,  I  shoidd  be 
delighted  if  she  would  afford  me  the  opportunity  of 
paying  for  one  besides  myself:  I  also  strongly  insinuated 
that  a  bird  in  the  hand  was  worth  two  in  the  bush.  By 
degrees,  my  landlady  began  to  admit  the  force  of  my 
reasoning,  but  requested  doidjle  payment  in  advance. 
I  placed  three  bright  little  gold  dollars  in  her  soft  palm, 
lighted  my  candle,  bolted  my  door  (to  secure  myself 
from  the  invasion  of  disappointed  applicants),  and,  with 
a  chuckle  at  my  diplomacy,  and  at  the  mercenary  spirit 
of  stout  females,  was  soon  fast  asleep.' 
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INAUflURATION    DAY    AT  WASHINGTON — MEETING    WITIF 
THACKERAY — CHARLESTON. 

'  ^r.arch  4tli. 
'  rpHIS  eventful  clay  broke  gloomily  :  the  sky  was  over- 
-L    cast,  the  air  raw  and  cold,  and  the  whole  aspect  of 
the  city  as  dreary  a  contrast  as  could  well  be  conceived 
to  the  appearance  of  the  previous  day. 

'  Crowds  began  to  muster  at  an  early  hour.  Small 
parties  of  military,  and  deputations  from  various  socie- 
ties and  public  bodies,  might  be  seen,  headed  by  their 
bands,  marching  to  their  place  of  rendezvous,  opposite 
the  City  Hall.  Four  guns  of  the  Flying  Artillery, 
preceded  by  some  questionable  trumpeters,  seemed  to 
excite  great  attention.  I  made  no  attempt  to  get  into 
the  Senate  House,  as  I  felt  my  doing  so  to  be  utterly 
hopeless.  I  walked  again  to  the  platform,  and  took  my 
stand  among  a  thin  crowd,  who  were  shivering  under 
their  umbrellas  in  a  snow-storm.  The  crowd  soon 
increased  in  size  and  density,  but  the  space  in  front 
of  the  Capitol  is  so  large,  that  there  was  no  crush.  I 
stood  about  two  hours  in  the  position  I  had  chosen, 
exposed  to  the  merciless  snow,  when  distant  music  was 
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lif^nrd,  ;in<l  the  shouts  of  a  choerin^j;  multitude  l)orne  to 
our  ears  ])y  the  hreeze.     A  bustle  was  observable  at  the 
Itack  of  the  platform  ;  a  small  (l;»rk  crowd  emer';-(;d  fro7i\ 
the  doorways,  and  arranged  themselves  in  order  undei- 
the    portico.      An    eaf>er    buzz    of   expectation    passed 
throu<>h   the   crowd   of  spectators.      The   dark  figures 
advanced :  a  small  man,  with  a  large  supporter  on  each 
side,  occupied  the  central  and  most  conspicuous  place. 
He  advanced  to  the  table  with  his  hat  off,  and  seated 
liirnself.     This  was  General  Pierce,  tlie  President  elect. 
His   face  was  pale  and  anxious,  })ut   determined   and 
intelligent ;    forehead  broad  and  high  ;    mouth  rather 
large ;    lips  thin  and  compressed,  indicating  firmness 
and  decision ;    eyes  small,  restless  and  observant ;   his 
lieight  below  the  average  standard;  his  appearance  pre- 
possessing and  gentlemanly.     One  might  almost  recall 
jSIacaulay's  celebrated  description  of  Warren  Hastings, 
when  gazing  on  his  pale  face,  beaming  with  intelligence 
and  spirit,  and  upon  his  small  and  delicate-looking  form. 
There  was   a   man,  under  whose   portrait  was  legibly 
written  ''Mens  ceqiia  in  avdwls.''''     The    members  of 
the  former  Government,  with  their  chief,  the  Supreme 
Court  and  Senate  of  the  United  States,  seated  behind 
him,  formed  a  noble  background  to  the  principal  figure. 
The  oath  of  adherence  to  the  constitution  was  adminis- 
tered amidst  breathless  silence,  the  whole  multitude,  as 
well  as  the  President,  standing  imcovered.    The  solemnit  v 
and  impressiveness  of  the  spectacle  were  enhanced  by 
the  snow,  which  fell  on  the  bare  and  exposed  heads  of 
the   mute   actors  in  the    great   moral   scene,  and  the 
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indififorf'Tico  with  wliicli  tlify  \um'  what,  at  ntlior  timos, 
and  under  ordinary  circumstances,  wouhl  ha\"e  Ixn-n 
scrupuh)nsly  avoided, — a  strikinjx  evidence  of  tiie  readi- 
ness of  even  tlic  most  mixed  and  heterogeneous  Tnult  itude 
to  recognise  and  appreciate  the  sublime.  General  Pierce 
took  tile  oath,  one  hand  raised  in  the  air,  and  the?  other 
resting  on  the  sacred  volmrke.  Ife  repeated  the  words 
in  a  low  voice,  audilde  to  him  only  who  achninistered  it. 
He  then  advanced  to  the  front  of  the  [tlatform,  and  amid 
lu'eathless  silence  only  interrupted  occasionally  l>y  cheers 
delivered  his  inaugural  addn.'ss.  lEis  voice  was  clear, 
distinct,  and  silvery ;  he  spoke  with  energy  and  gesticu- 
lation. At  some  of  the  most  impressive  parts  of  his 
speech,  he  half  turned  round,  juid  addressed  himself 
specially  to  the  Senate.  He  was  applauded  throughout, 
and  especially  at  those  points  where  he  aimounced  his 
determination  to  adhere  to  the  Monroe  doctrine  of  for- 
bidding coh)nisation  by  European  powers  in  the  American 
continent,  and  where  he  declared  the  Fugitive  Slave  laws 
of  1851  to  be  strictly  constitutional,  and  to  be  unhesi- 
tatingly enforced.  He  considered  the  slave  system  a 
right  of  the  South,  and  the  slaves  a  description  of  pro- 
perty as  nuich  to  be  protected  and  defended  from  injury 
as  land  or  money.  Both  these  items  in  his  address  will 
doubtless  give  offence.  In  England,  the  assertion  of  u 
doctrine  which  forbids  our  right  to  colonise  in  America, 
"beyond  present  jurisdiction  as  utteily  inadmissible,'" 
when  our  American  territories  are  of  greater  extent  than 
the  whole  of  the  United  States,  will  seem  a  great  piece.' 
of  tilibustering  and  swagger.  The  death-blow,  also,  thus 
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firmly  dciilt  at  all  the  hopes  of  ('inaiicij)ators,  and 
the  dreams  of  philantliropists,  cannot  fail  in  creatin;^ 
a  p^reat  sensation.  I  tlioiiprht  the  speecli,  in  both 
these  partieulars,  faulty,  and  likely  to  exiTeise  a  bad 
infinence  on  the  excited  fe'elin^^s  of  tlie  j^'reat  masses  of 
the  American  people.  The  policy  of  tins  iiio(h'l  republic 
has  always  been  ji;raspin<jf,  warlike,  and  ai^i^ressive.  Such 
a  policy  is  suited  to  the  feelinjjfs  of  the  uneducated  classes 
of  an  energetic  and  enterprising  people.  Tlie  annexa- 
tion of  vjist  territories,  with,  or  without  right,  has  been 
fr('(iuent  and  l)arefaced.  Already  Cuba,  and  Canada,  are 
r(>gardt!(l  with  envious  eyes.  A  war,  to  secure  the  pos- 
session of  either,  would  be  instantly  popular;  especially 
a  war  which  mi<):l it  annex  the  former:  as  (lie  stru<r"fle 
would  be  less  protracted  and  injurious  to  the  country, 
and  tlu'  prize  rich  and  easily  preserved.  Tlie  Senators 
themselves  say  that  no  other  power  in  the  world  shoidd 
l)e  permitted  to  obtain  possession  of  Cuba,  even  if  the 
Spaniards  made  a  voluntary  t(?nder  of  their  island  ;  and 
they  have  some  show  of  reason  for  this  determination. 
The  rest  of  General  Pierce's  speech  I  liked  very  much : 
the  language  was  nervous,  and  eloquent ;  the  sentiments 
noble,  and  patriotic.  He  reflected,  wdth  just  pride  and 
exultation,  on  the  bright  fuliilment  of  the  most  sanguine 
prophecies  of  the  great  founders  of  the  nation  ;  on  her 
prosperity,  increase  of  wealth,  population,  and  territory ; 
and  then  advocated,  in  glowing  language,  the  necessity 
of  union  among  the  States,  saying  that  if  one  bright 
star  were  witlidrawn  from  their  banner,  no  human  hand 
could  ever  replace  it.    He  concluded  by  referring  all  the 
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lilt'ssin^s  the  country  enjoyijtl  to  tliat  God  who  pri'sidos 
over  idl  things,  Jiiid  iu  whom  idoue  countries  iis  well  as 
men  should  trust.  Everyone  appeared  delii;iited  witli 
the  speech,  and  I  heard  many  people  remark  that  it  was 
the  l)est  inau;^ural  address  ever  lunud.  The  immense 
crowd  dis})ersfd  in  an  orderly  and  ([uite  manner,  and 
tlieir  shouts  of  apphuiae  were  succeeded  by  the  guns  of 
the  "  Flying-  ArtiUery,"  sahitinj^  tlie  new  l^resident  of 
the  Kepuhlic.  General  Pierce  was  attired  in  a  suit  of 
clothes  presented  to  liim,  I  fancy,  by  (lie  city  of 
Boston  ;  at  least,  they  seemed  to  correspond  with  th(! 
description,  given  in  a  Boston  paper,  of  a  dress  in 
course  of  preparation  in  that  city,  by  the  l)est  tailor, 
which  was  to  be  worn  on  the  occasion.  The  city  of 
Boston  also  presented  the  General  witli  a  very  hand- 
some carriage,  and  a  pair  of  fine  ])ays. 

'  All  the  fun  was  now  over.  There  was  to  be  no  ball 
in  the  evening,  on  account  of  the  President's  domestic 
bereavement ;  and  the  great  event  which  had  drawn  so 
many  of  the  sovereign  people  together  was  a  thing  of 
the  past.  The  snow  still  descended ;  1  was  cold,  and 
very  tired.  I  determined,  however,  to  exert  myself  and 
Sf»e  as  much  as  T  could,  as  I  was  to  start  at  nine  in  the 
evening  for  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  where  I  wished 
to  arrive  before  the  8th  of  March,  to  catch  the  Havana 
steamer.  I  walked  to  the  Patent  Office,  where  General 
Washington's  clothes  and  some  of  his  camp  furniture 
are  shown,  and  where  there  is  a  large  museum,  and 
collection  of  curiosities ;  but  I  found  the  doors  locked,  it 
being  a  public  holiday.   1  made   another  attempt  to 
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procure  adiniHsion  into  llic  Smitlisoiiiiin  Instil  ufc,  ii  large 
ri'd  brick  Imildiii''-  in  tlic  Noniuin  style,  which  contains 
a  picture  <;allery,  and  is  devoted  toscientitic  instruction. 

'  1  packed  up  my  tra])s  and  drove  down  to  tlut  steamer, 
which  I  found  crammed  with  some  of  the  Richmond 
I\ifles,  who  liad  taken  a  part  in  tlu;  procession,  and  were 
now  returninjij  home,  and  with  a  number  of  pleasure- 
huntei's  like  myself. 

'The  atmosphere  of  the  cabin  and  sleeping-rooms  was 
stiflin;^'.  I  walked  Tnisera])ly  about,  without  knowin<»; 
where  to  n  pose  my  weary  limbs.  At  length  1  sank 
exhausted  on  some  tlour  sacks,  where  I  was  exposed  to 
a  tierc(!  draught,  which  I  bore  sulkily  for  some  time,  and 
at  last  beat  a  retreat,  and  threw  myself  on  a  seat  in  the 
hot  cabin.  We  were  shifted  about  1  a.m.  from  the 
steamer  to  the  railway  cars,  and  arrived  at  liichmond 
just  after  sunrise  on  Saturday  morning. 

'A  great  part  of  the  joiu'ney  was  through  a  swampy 
wood :  all  the  land  around  seemed  completely  flat,  and 
but  little  cleared.  Between  Weldon  and  Wilmington, 
North  (..'arolina,  indeed,  there  are  scarcely  any  signs  of 
habitation ;  some  of  the  railway  stations  are  nearly 
twenty  miles  apart,  and  the  houses  in  their  vicinity 
poor,  and  scattered.  The  railway  between  these  two 
last  places  is  an  excellent  one,  and  the  fast  trains  travel 
at  the  rate  of  forty  miles  an  hour.  In  South  Carolina, 
[  was  told  by  an  engineer  who  had  been  employed  in 
government  surveys,  that  vast  unhealthy  swamps  existed 
among  the  woods  on  table-lands  elevated  above  the 
general  level  of  the  country. 
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'  He  instanced  a  well-known  marsh, called  the  "  Dismal 
Swamp,''  and  drew  a  small  illustrative  sketch,  lie  said 
that  the  woods  in  the  neiyfhboiu'hood  of  these  drearv 
wastes  art!  more  healtiiy  than  the  clejired  country. 
Tile  Dismal  Swamp  mi<j^ht  easily  he  drained. 

'  I  reached  Wilmington  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock. 

^  Sniul<(;i^  Muirli  i')f/t. — The  day  broke  lovely,  sun- 
shiny and  warm.  It  was  like  beinL(  suddenly  trans- 
[)orted  to  Englan<l  at  the  end  of  May. 

'Tiie  boat  for  Charleston  left  at  10  a.m.  Wr  were  to 
reach  Charleston  at  four  or  Hve  o'clock  on  iMonday 
morninjif.  The  steamer  did  not  ^'o  very  steadily,  thoun^h 
there  was  but  little  swell.  What  her  conduct  wouUl 
have  been  had  wind  been  blowinj^,  I  am  ([uite  at  a  loss 
to  conjecture;  but  was  very  <^lad  not  to  be  in  her 
under  such  circumstances.  She  stopped  several  times 
durin^^  the  night,  in  the  open  sea,  without  any  assignabh; 
reason,  except  perhaps  to  prevent  her  boiler  bursting, 
and  let  off  her  steam  with  a  prodigious  noise. 

*■  To  my  great  surprise  I  learned  that  Mr.  Thackeray, 
whom  I  had  long  wished  to  hear  and  see,  was  on  board  this 
([ueer  little  steamer.  I  recognised  him  in  his  spectacles, 
and  German  travelling-cap,  from  his  likeness  to  his 
portraits.  He  is  a  tall  man,  with  grey  hair ;  his  face  is 
full ;  forehead  broad,  and  finely  developed.  A  keen 
enjoyment  of  fun,  and  sense  of  the  ludicrous,  nught  be 
distinctively  traced  in  his  lineaments.  I  introduced 
myself  to  the  great  man's  secretary  (an  artist,  named 
Crowe,  whom  I  found  afterwards  a  very  nice,  gentle- 
manly fellow),  and  through  him  had  the  pleasure  of 
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inakiiiHf  Mr.  Tliackcniy's  iUMjiiaiiitaiHc.  He  was  very 
sueialilc,  and  talked  in  an  unreserved,  kind  manner. 

'  He  had  l>eeu  1  ravellini(  all  niL,dit,  and  turned  in  tor 
a  few  liours  before  tea  to  |^et  a  luip. 

M  »n  a  clear  calm  evcnini^,  with  a  deep  blue  sky 
spangled  with  stars  over  our  heads,  Thackeray  and  I  sat 
talking  f(»r  more  than  two  hours.  He  told  nie  he  liked 
America, — thouj^ht  her  a  very  tine  country,  and  con- 
sidered her  future  as  likely  to  be  more  "glorious  than 
Kn«>laiKrs.  lie  said  it  did  an  Englishman  u  great 
deal  of  good  to  travel  in  the  States,  as  it  removed  a 
little;  of  his  pride  and  self-sufficiency. 

'  The  Americans  had  received  him  most  kindly  and 
hospitably. 

*  One  or  two  articles  had  indeed  been  written  in  a 
different  spirit  when  he  first  arrived,  but  this  feeling 
had  soon  died  away. 

*  He  was  much  pleased  with  the  great  men  of  the 
country  to  whom  he  had  been  introduced.  He  spoke 
of  the  new  President  as  a  man  of  great  intelligence, 
energy,  and  observation. 

'  Mr.  Everett  he  characterised  as  an  elegant  scholar ; 
and  said  the  members  of  the  whig  administration, 
generally,  were  very  good  fellows,  and  perfect  gentle- 
men. 

*  General  ^cott  he  liked  ;uuch,  and  called  him  a 
fine-liearted,  noble  old  fellow. 

'  He  told  me  that  lecturing  in  America  had  been  a 
little  harvest  to  him,  and  that  he  thought  he  should 
repeat  his  visit  next  year. 
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••  He  was  injuivil  a  j^'reat  deal  t'nun  tin-  i-lieai)  n-priuts 
uf  hi.s  works  in  tlie  States,  and  said  lie  hoped  an  hitei- 
natioiiiil  iDjjyrij^lit  l)ill  woiild  soon  l»e  passed,  to  n-niove 
tlje  evil  under  which  anthurs,  Kn<;li.sli  and  American, 
both  sntfer.  The  pn  rft'iit  system  is,  he  tliinks,  nion 
pernieiuH^  to  Amcriean  aiitliors  anil  literatnrt;  even 
tlian  it  is  to  Knjj^Hsh.  A  [/M))lislier  will  not  ;jjive  a  ^reaf 
writer,  either  ou  HcientiHc  snhjeets  or  in  <j;eneral  litera- 
ture, u  hii;h  price  for  a  work  wlien  he  knows  lie  can 
publish  »)ne  mure  clever  and  amusing',  and  of  |^reat«'r 
learnini^  and  research,  for  nothing  but  the  price  of 
the  paper,  and  the  expense  of  arranj^inj^'  the  ty])es. 

*I  asked  Thackeray  if  he  had  read  C'urrta*  MvWh  lasL 
uovel,  "  Villette,"  and  he  replied  that  he  had  not,  but 
wished  particularly  to  do  so,  as  ho  knew  the  author. 

*  I  fouud  subse([uently,  from  his  secretary,  that  Thack- 
eray had  been  the  first  to  discover  and  a])preciate  tho 
merits  of  "  .Jane  Eyre,"  and  had  writtcai  a  coni;ratulatory 
letter  to  the  author,  who  was  at  that  time  unknown  to  him. 
He  corresponded  for  some  time  with  her,  not  knowinL; 
all  the  time  whether  he  was  writinj^  to  u  y:entleman  or 
a  lady.  Her  letters  were  composed  and  written  in  a 
most  masculine  style,  and  were  good  both  in  manner 
and  matter.  Her  last  novel  (which  1  had  the  satis- 
faction of  being  able  to  lend  to  Thackeray)  is  very 
melancholy,  and  sad. 

'  Thackeray  liked  "  Shirley  "  better  than  "  Jane  Eyre," 
and  I  ([uite  concurred  with  him.  In  the  midst  of  our 
chat  the  steamer  suddenly  stopped,  and  commenced  a 
see-saw  motion  from  side  to  side.     She  then  proceeded 
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to  let  off  lier  steam,  making  a  most  deafening  and 
rather  alarming  noise.  We  could  get  no  explanation 
of  the  reason  of  this  pause,  and  ^^ere  obliged  to  retire 
in  the  hope  that  all  was  riglit. 

'  The  night  continued  calm  and  fine,  and  when  I  left 
my  cabin,  at  about  six  o'clock  on  Monday  morning,  I 
could  see  the  glorious  old  sun,  red-faced  and  happy, 
rising  in  the  East,  and  casting  his  beams  upon  the 
liarbour  and  town  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

*  Cliarleston  is  built  on  the  junction  of  the  Asliley 
and  Cooper  rivers.  Its  harbour  is  a  fine  one,  and  well 
sheltered  by  islands,  and  a  projecting  tongue  of  land. 
Tlie  soil  it  is  built  upon  is  very  light  and  sandy.  It 
was  formerly  boimded  by  a  marsh  on  one  side,  but  this 
has  been  drained,  and  a  quay  built  upon  it,  trees  and 
grass  planted,  and  a  pleasant  promenade  made,  much 
frequented  on  account  of  the  sea  breezes.  Overlooking 
this  promenade  are  some  of  the  prettiest  private  ho'^;ies 
in  the  place.  They  all  have  little  gardens  in  front, 
which  are  adorned,  so  bountiful  is  nature  in  these  sunny 
regions,  even  in  March,  with  roses,  geraniums,  and 
lilies  of  the  valley  in  full  bloom. 

'  There  are  no  very  prominent,  or  conspicuous  public 
buildings  in  Charleston,  but  its  churclies,  exchange, 
court-house,  &c.,  are  all  sufficiently  handsome,  and  sub- 
stantial. The  roofs  of  most  of  the  houses  are  made 
nearly  flat,  to  allow  their  occupants  an  opportunity  for 
enjoying  the  summer  evenings  in  the  open  air. 

'  I  was  delighted  with  the  trees  in  the  streets,  and 
with  the  fresh  appearance  of  the  grass. 
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'  Cliarleston  is  an  important  commercial  city.  Its 
cliief  trade  is  in  cotton.  Tlie  plantations  are  sonu'  dis- 
tance from  the  town,  and  are  visited  by  water  —  a 
steamer,  for  the  convenience  of  planters,  plying  up  and 
down  the  Ashley  Kiver.  During  the  hot  summer  montlia, 
the  air  of  the  plantations  is  poisonous  and  pestilential. 
No  white  man  can  exist  on  them.  They  leave  tliem 
under  the  management  of  black  or  mulatto  agents,  and 
are  only  able  to  pay  them  a  visit  about  once  a  week 
or  fortniglit,  and  then  only  between  the  hours  of  sunset 
and  sunrise. 

'  The  atmosphere,  which  is  destructive  to  the  white, 
is  perfectly  harmless  to  the  negro  race,  who  enjoy  it, 
and  thrive  luider  the  hot  summer  sun.  This  is  certainly 
a  strong  argument  in  favour  of  the  existing  system  of 
slavery. 

'  I  saw  numbers  of  blacks  in  all  directions ;  most  of 
them  very  black  and  very  hideous,  but  rarely  were  my 
eyes  refreshed  by  the  sight  of  a  mulatto,  or  even  a 
man  or  woman  with  a  dash  of  white  blood  in  their 
veins. 

'  The  mulatto  women  are  represented  as  being  good- 
looking,  and  having  finely-formed  and  softly-moulded 
figures.  They  rarely  appear  in  public  except  on  great 
occasions,  such  as  the  4th  of  July.  They  dress  nicely, 
and  are  generally  virtuous ;  and  in  manner  and  deport- 
ment would  give  a  very  good  and  useful  lesson  (as  I 
was  told  by  the  mayor  of  Charleston)  even  to  white 
ladies. 

'  The  great  number  of  darkies  is  very  striking  at  first. 
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You  see,  even  in  the  main  streets,  two  or  even  three  of 
tliese  to  every  white  man,  and  in  the  l)ack  streets  you 
see  no  one  else.  I  wandered  to  the  Military  College  at 
about  five  in  the  afternoon,  and  saw  instead  of  a  parade 
some  slovenly  marching,  and  a  group  of  artillery  militia 
in  blue  coats,  small  shakos,  and  red  epaidettes,  muster- 
ing for  drill,  with  their  black  band.  Blacks  are  often 
employed  as  musicians.  The  pure  negro  has  an  excellent 
ear  for  music,  but  can  never  be  brought  to  imderstand 
it  as  a  science,  or  even  to  read  it  from  a  music  book. 
The  mulatto,  on  the  contrary,  masters  these  difficulties, 
and  thus  shows  the  enlightening  influence  of  white 
blood. 

*  The  women  at  the  table-d'hote  were  some  of  them 
rather  pretty, —  generally  speaking  brunettes, —  and 
very  rarely  with  fair  skins  and  blue  eyes.  They  are 
nicer  looking,  and  more  feminine  and  lovable  than  their 
Northern  sisters.  The  men  likewise,  in  the  South,  are 
more  like  Englishmen  in  appearance,  manners,  and  tone 
of  voice.  South  Carolina  was  originally  colonised  by 
English  gentlemen,  and  their  blood  reappears  in  their 
descendants  in  spite  of  the  influence  of  republican 
institutions. 

*  Tuesday^  March  8th. —  After  breakfast  I  walked 
through  the  long  market,  where  negresses,  with  white 
or  coloured  kerchiefs  tastefully  arranged,  sit  like  pre- 
siding goddesses  at  their  cabbage-stalls,  and  where 
negroes,  greasy  and  well-to-do,  superintend  various 
experiments  in  the  comparative  anatomy  of  sheep  and 
oxen  ;  and  found  myself  soon  on  board  a  small  steamer 
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bound  for  Sullivan's  Island.  The  island  is  a  favourite 
summer  resort.  Its  sliores  are  washed  by  the  waves  of 
the  Atlantic.  It  is  covered,  for  some  extent,  with 
groves  of  myrtle,  and  I  noticed  some  picturescjue  pal- 
metto trees  rearing  themselves  above  the  hot  loose  sand 
of  which  the  island  is  formed.  A  large  hotel,  deserted 
at  this  time  of  the  year,  stands  on  a  point  of  land  close 
to  the  water,  and  the  summer  retreats,  with  their  veran- 
dahs, are  mostly  built  facing  and  skirting  tlie  sea. 

*I  reached  Charleston  again  at  half-past  3  p.m., 
and  went  up  to  my  room  to  get  ready  for  a  ride ;  but 
iound  something  there,  or  rather  the  al)sence  of  soTue- 
thing,  which  detained  me  at  home.  While  I  was  away, 
some  thief  had  surreptitiously  obtained  admission  to  my 
bed-room,  broken  open  my  portmanteau,  and  abstracted 
therefrom  the  sum  of  100  dollars  in  gold,  whicli  was 
neatly  folded  up  in  a  small  parcel.  My  carpet-bag  (in 
wliich  were  200  dollars),  looking  very  empty,  escaped 
his  observation.  Nothing  except  the  money  appeared 
to  have  been  taken.  Vigorous  measures  were  evidently 
necessary.  I  could  entertain  very  little  hope  of  com- 
pensation from  the  hotel  proprietor,  as  warnings  are 
pasted  up  in  every  room,  cautioning  travellers  not  to 
leave  monev  or  articles  of  value  in  their  rooms,  and 
statins:  that  tliere  was  an  iron  safe  in  the  bar  where 
tliey  miglit  be  deposited.  I  locked  my  door,  and  com- 
menced my  long  descent  to  the  lower  regions  of  the 
hotel,  where  the  respectable  occupants  of  the  bar  were 
to  be  foimd.  On  my  way  I  encountered  Tliackeray  and 
his  secretary,  to  whom  I  explained  my  loss,  and  who 
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iTninediiitcly  accompanied  in;j  to  the  scene  of  devasta- 
tion. There  lav  the  portmanteau,  most  sifjnificantlv 
tellino-  its  own  tale.  Tlie  robljcr}'  had  ])een  performed 
by  a  dexterous  and  practised  thief,  as  tlie  lock  was 
uninjured,  and  the  portmanteau  had  been  simply  and 
neatly  torn  open. 

*  The  door  of  the  room  and  its  lock  did  not  seem  to 
have  been  touched,  and  indeed  the  latter  was  fast 
when  I  returned.  We  all  went  toy-etlier  to  the  bar, 
and  I  made  my  formal  statement  of  what  liad  occurred. 
The  account  was  received  with  grave  nonchalance,  and 
indifference ;  indeed  I  was  congratulated  by  one  gentle- 
man on  my  escape  from  total  bankruptcy.  A  stout 
man,  with  a  peaked  beard,  seemed,  liowever,  a  little 
melted;  conjiu'ed  up  an  expression  of  grave  concern, 
and  begged  me  to  show  him  my  portmanteau.  I  did 
so,  and  listened  to  the  remarks  and  sugg(;stions  of  my 
corpulent  friend  for  ten  minutes,  when  lie  left,  after 
giving  me  very  little  consolation  —  (except  sympathy ) 
for  my  misfortune  —  to  order  a  smith  up  to  repair 
damages.  This  useful  individual  soon  made  his  appear- 
ance, and  entertained  me,  in  answer  to  my  queries, 
with  some  agreeable  descriptions  of  smashing  open 
doors,  and  deeds  of  gangs  of  rowdies,  who  were  wont 
in  former  days  to  follow  their  vocations  at  the  Charles- 
ton Hotel. 

'  One  advantage  I  gained  from  my  loss  —  I  was  put 
into  a  much  better  room  lower  down,  and  treated  witli 
great  civility. 

'  I  went  in  the  evening  to  hear  Thackeray's  lecture  : 
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his  subject  was  Jonatlmn  Swift,  iind  ho  troated  it  witli 
skill,  pathos,  and  elo([uonce.  It  appeared  more  than  to 
satisfy  tlie  expectations  of  tlie  audience,  and  struck  nio 
as  a  finished  and  masterly  performance. 

*I  met  Thackeray  on  the  steps,  just  j^oin<^  out  of 
the  hall,  and  he  introduced  me  to  the  msiyorof  Charles- 
ton, and  two  or  three  other  jj^entlemcn,  who  I  found 
had  taken  him  in  tow  for  an  eveniiij^-'s  amusement,  and 
were  about  to  entertain  him  with  tlie  spectacle  of  a, 
"  quality  ball,"  to  show  him  that  nii;'i;-ers  could  some- 
times be  happy,  and  endeavour  to  soften  his  Anj^lican 
and  abolitionist  prejudices. 

*We  adjourned  from  the  Hibernian  Hall,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  the  Main  Guardhouse,  where  we  smoked 
cigars,  to  the  music  of  the  worst  drums  to  which  it  has 
ever  been  my  evil  destiny  to  listen.  They  remindtul  me, 
in  tone,  of  the  sweet  sounds  which  are  evoked  from  the 
toys  of  our  infancy,  and,  in  power,  to  three  or  four 
hundred  penny  drums  all  ji;'oin<^'  together. 

'The  mayor  told  us  several  amusing  anecdotes  about 
the  niggers.  One  was  of  an  old  fellow  who  was  cele- 
brated for  his  preaching  and  rtdigious  fervour,  and 
always  took  for  his  text  the  words  "  Truss  in  de  Lord." 
On  this  he  was  in  the  habit  of  discoursing  most  elo- 
quently; and  lie  enjoined,  in  an  impressive  manner,  the 
whole  congregation,  in  whatsoever  position  of  danger, 
distress,  or  difficidty  they  might  be  placed,  always  to 
"Truss  in  de  J^ord."  One  day  tlie  old  gentleman  was 
seen  in  a  canoe,  half  full  of  water,  in  the  centre  of  a 
rapid  stream,  calling  most  vigorously  and  lustily   for 
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liclp.  His  cries  reached  the  ears  of  two  of  his  con- 
j^regation,  wlio,  at  some  risk,  and  amidst  his  shrieks  of 
terror,  extricated  liim  from  his  perihjus  position.  When 
they  all  got  safe  on  land,  his  rescuers  could  not  help 
being  struck  at  the  complete  despair  of  their  reverend 
pastor,  when  he  found  himself  in  danger,  and  one 
remarked  :  "  I  say,  8aml)o,  you  didn't  seem  to  truss  in 
de  Lord  den  much.  Why  didn't  you  truss  in  de  Lord, 
you  nigger  ? "  to  which  the  other  replied :  "  Always 
truss  in  de  Lord,  my  bredreu,  on  de  land ;  but  no  truss 
in  de  Lord  on  de  water  !  " 

*  The  negroes  have  a  great  reverence  for  the  dead,  and 
their  funerals  are  performed  with  much  pomp  and  cere- 
mony. They  conceal  the  spot  where  the  body  lies  by 
a  hundred  ingenious  artifices,  to  prevent  its  being  dis- 
interred, and  dissected  by  medical  students,  of  which 
thev  have  a  great  dread  and  horror. 

■ 

']\Iost  of  the  negroes  are  Methodists,  or  Baptists. 
Many  of  them  are  really  honestly  and  smcerely  pious, 
and  they  all  take  great  delight  in  going  to  clnu'ch.  They 
prefer  white  to  black  preachers ;  indeed  the  latter  often 
preach  the  most  extravagant  nonsense  —  one  man 
having  gravely  told  a  congregation,  wliich  received  the 
Jissertion  with  the  gravity  of  him  who  uttered  it,  that 
'"  he  had  seen  Gor  de  Fader  at  de  footstool  of  de  Holy 
Ohost!" 

'  There  are  several  free  blacks  at  Charleston,  men  of 
property,  who  of  course  are  as  much  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  law  as  the  whites.  They  are  interdicted, 
however,  from  niarrying  white  women  :  and  white  men 
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are  similarly  prohibited  from  espousinj^  ncgrcsses,  or 
nuilatto  women. 

'Now  for  the  quality  ball  I  We  threaded  several 
narrow,  obscure,  and  dirty  lanes,  and,  after  i;rot)ing 
through  a  long,  dark,  breakneck  passage,  found  our- 
selves in  a  tolerably  large  room,  completely  filled  with 
the  votaries  of  Terpsichore.  Every  one  had  come  for 
good,  earnest  work.  There  were  no  loungers  and  mere 
lookers-on,  and,  in  ftict,  no  room  for  them.  We  t(jok 
up  our  stand  near  the  head  of  the  room ;  tht^  nuisic 
struck  up,  and  proceedings  commenced.  The  band 
played  a  noisy  air,  and  the  dancers'  movements  were 
regulated  by  a  nigger  with  stentorian  lungs,  who 
shouted  out,  in  the  most  commanding  voice,  "  Hands 
'cross,"  "  Turn  your  partners,"  &c.,  all  which  direc- 
tions were  complied  with,  with  much  grace  and  in 
admirable  time.  Thackeray  declared  it  was  tlie  best 
dancing  he  had  ever  seen.  Here  and  there  a  little 
affectation  and  conceit  were  exhibited  by  some  peculiarly 
ebony  lady ;  but  great  order,  politeness,  and  decorum 
prevailed. 

'  One  or  two  of  the  women  were  olive,  and  wore  ring- 
lets. They  might  have  passed  anywhere  for  Spanish 
Creoles,  but  were  all  slaves.  The  contrast  of  the  black 
arms  and  necks  with  the  white  dresses  was  singular, 
and  picturesque.  The  dresses  were  occasionally  pretty, 
thougli  there  was  evidently  a  great  absence  of  stays. 
The  women's  feet  and  ancles,  hands  and  arms,  and 
occasionally  figures,  were  good.  The  men  were  dressed 
in  their  ordinary  walking  clothes,  with   an  occasional 
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lover  in  correct  evening  costume,  and  had  all  of  them 
clean  shirts  on.  One  bouncing  black  beauty  attracted 
Thackeray's  attention,  and  I  saw  on  his  table  next  day 
an  admirable  little  sketch  of  a  group  of  dancers,  with 
her  comely  figure  in  a  conspicuous  position,  executing 
"  a  pas,"  and  a  capital  likeness  of  a  most  die-away  and 
affected  "thing"  (as  the  ladies  would  have  called  her), 
going  through  a  killing  and  bewitching  movement  at 
the  side.  We  stayed  about  half  an  hour  at  the  ball 
(merely  as  spectators,  of  course),  partook  of  some 
refreshment,  consisting  of  plum  cake,  and  very  nice 
sassafras  beer,  and  toddled  home  to  bed,  bidding  our 
friends  adieu.' 
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'  Thursdny,  March  lOlli. 
7ENT  at  eleven  a.m.  to  see  the  sale  by  auction  of 


ninety-six  prime  negroes,  which  took  place  near 
the  Exchanjjfe.  The  gang  was  to  be  sold  in  families  ;  all 
good  field-hands,  or  some  other  excellent  qualification, 
and  to  be  disposed  of,  at  so  much  a  head,  without 
reserve.  The  negroes,  with  their  wives  and  little  ones, 
were  standing  huddled  together  in  a  crowd  behind  the 
platform,  on  which  each  family  was  exposed  for  sale  in 
turn,  according  to  a  printed  programme.  Many  of 
them  seemed  indifferent,  and  a  stout  negress  or  two 
looked,  occasionally,  even  defiant ;  but  there  were  several 
mothers  with  their  babies  at  their  breasts  (and  even 
black  innocence  and  helplessness  are  pretty  and  inter- 
esting) sobbing  bitterly.  The  auctioneer  explained  the 
conditions  of  sale  to  the  company,  and  stated  that  all 
the  niggers  were  to  be  considered  sound,  unless  anything 
was  said  to  the  contrary.  There  was  no  degrading 
exhibition  to  ascertain  physical  efficiency,  but  all  the 
negroes  were   in   decent   clothing.     The   slaves   were 
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Mrrancff'd  in  faniilie-),  accordinjj^  to  their  nearest  rolation- 
ship,  and  .sold  in  lots  at  so  iimcli  a  head.  The  com- 
petition was  tolerably  hrisk,  and  several  lots — old  men, 
l)al)i(»s,  and  all — sold  very  well.  The  scene,  of  course, 
was  most  painl'nl,  humiliating',  and  dei^n'adinn;'.  I  became 
(piite  affected  myself,  and  was  obliged  to  hurry  away, 
for  fear  of  showing  what  I  felt. 

'March  llth. — Left  Charleston  on  a  lovely  morning 
for  Savannah.  We  entered  the  Savannah  river  jit  half- 
past  three  in  the  afternoon.  The  sun  came  out,  and 
lighted  up  a  pertur])ed  stn^am,  the  colour  of  copper,  and 
low,  marshy  banks.  Th(3  Savaniudi  river  resembles  the 
Mississippi  in  general  character;  it  winds  through 
swampy  islets,  only  visible  at  low  wat<-r,  on  which  in 
summer  the  alligators  delight  to  bask. 

*  Savannah  is  twenty-four  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  rice  country.  We 
passed  several  rice  plantations ;  they  are  perfectly  flat, 
and  below  the  high-water  level  of  the  river.  They  are 
protected  from  its  waters  I  y  embankments.  In  the 
spring,  when  the  crops  are  sown,  the  sluice-gates  are 
opened,  and  the  plantations  flooded,  and  kept  covered 
with  water  till  the  young  rice  shoots  above  their  surface, 
when  they  are  drained,  and  the  rice  left  to  the  action 
of  the  sun. 

'  Savannah  itself  is  built  on  a  sandy  bluff,  elevated 
about  forty  feet  above  high-water  mark.  It  is  laid  out 
in  fine,  broad,  regular  streets,  and  avenues  lined  with 
trees,  and  green  shady  squares,  which  give  it  a  most 
pleasing  and  rural  appearance.     The  variety  and  beauty 
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of  its  trees  are  very  strikinj,';  th»i  ■  are  sev.  -hI  d<'H('ii|>- 
tioiis  of  live-oaI<,  a  tree  vvliieh  livtH  for  li  .ndr**  ,;j[ 
years,  like  our  {^iiiiit  of  the  forest ;  thouj^h  in  ut 
respeets  it  hut  little  resembles  it.  Its  hrauehes  are 
adorned  all  the  year  round  with  festoons  of  dark  slate- 
eol(»ured  moss,  whieh  lian;;-  from  them  in  droopinjjj 
elusters,  sometimes  ten  or  twelve  feet  l(»n<^%  eontrastiii^' 
strangely  with  the  bright  green  buds  of  opening  spring, 
whieh  the  supporting  boughs  are  putting  forth.  I  saw 
the  olive-tree  in  blossom,  the  laurel  sixteen  or  eighteen 
het  high,  the  "sad  cypress,"  the  nudberry,  the  pine,  the 
eedar,  the  Pride  of  India  tree  (covered  in  summer  with 
large  lilac  blossoms  of  a  languidly  rich  perfume),  auil 
several  other  varieties  I  was  to(j  ignorant  to  recognise. 
The  effect  produced  by  this  great  and  luxuriant  variety 
f  foliage  can  readily  be  inuigined. 


o 


''March  \2th. — At  both  Charleston  and  ►Savimnah  1 
felt  the  debilitatory  influence  of  a  southern  clime,  and 
a  feeling  of  languor  and  depression.  This  wore  off, 
however,  after  a  short  time.  I  began  even  to  like  tlie 
hot  weather.  It  was  such  a  sudden  chancre  from  the 
dreary  monotony  of  a  winter  landscape,  to  the  bright 
and  gorgeous  hues  of  summer.  Here  all  the  trees  of 
the  forest  are  budding,  and  blossoming.  The  young 
fruits  of  the  earth  sprouting  green,  and  fresh,  above  its 
surface ;  the  delicate  and  beautiful  flowers  of  summer 
blooming  fearless  of  the  withering  frost,  the  bright  and 
glorious  sun  warming  and  gladdening  the  whole  with 
his  genial  presence. 

*  The  sun  is  a  great  inspirer  of  poetry  ;  how  does  the 
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}iiiiii;4  P^'t'N  '»!'  lover,  dclii^lit  to  iiuist'  under  flie  ealiii 
iiiHiietu't'  of  liis  deeliiiiiti,'  ;,d<>ries,  when  the  wliole  liind- 
nciijtc  is  ^'(»r;^'e<iusly  p.-iinfed  with  tlie  ^dowiiiLf  tints  of 
henven,  iind  tht'  :iir,  Ijuh-n  with  ])ert"unie,  is  wafted 
;;ently  tliron^h  th(!  lioii;^dis,  whispcririL,'  peace,  nnd 
])id(lin;^^  tlionnhts  of  cure  and  j;rief  depart  from  tiie  con- 
secrated ground. 

*  Love  nuLst  be  quite  another  pa.ssi(m  in  these  sunny 
abodes. 

*  I  left  my  hotel  immediately  after  breakfast,  and,  on 
the  principle  of  "l)UHiness  first,  pleasun;  afterwards," 
went  to  the  a<(ents  for  the  Jfavana  steamers,  and  ]>aid 
,5^40  for  a  passage  by  the  good  steamsliip  y,<iahl/.  I 
was  told  I  must  get  a  passport,  and  went  to  the  French 
Consul  for  that  purpose,  but  unluckily  he  was  from 
home.  I  procured  a  liorse,  and  rode  through  a  wood, 
in  which  the  w41d  jasmine  was  growing  in  b(;autifid 
luxuriance,  to  Bonaventure  Cemetery,  about  four  miles 
from  Savannah.  I  met  with  an  incident  on  the  way 
■which  amused  me.  I  had  l)ecome  a  little  confused,  by 
a  number  of  roads  in  different  directions,  and  apparently 
at  cross  purposes,  and  found  myself,  after  keeping  for 
sometime  to  one,  which  seemed  probably  the  most  cor- 
rect, riding  past  a  few  rude  cottages  on  the  edge  of  a 
bluff,  overlooking  the  Savannah  River.  A  negro  was  at 
the  do(U'  of  one  of  the  huts,  and  I  made  encjuiries  of 
him  as  to  the  bearing  of  the  lost  cemetery.  His  mastei- 
stepped  forward  to  my  relief,  pointed  out  the  direction 
in  which  I  should  ride,  conjecturing,  from  my  ignorance 
of  the  locality,  that  I  must  be  a  stranger.     I  told  him 
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who  niid  what  I  was  (a  l?iitish  suhaltrni  on  t'lirlminrli), 
and  tlit'ii  my  oM  tViciid  (lie  told  nic  iif  w;is  srvciity) 
C(»inimiicrd  u  speech  alxmt  slavery,  which  it  would  have 
t'ditied  .Mrs.  Stowe  herself"  t<»  hiive  listened  to.  His 
lan^uai^'e  with  re^^'ard  to  that  lady's  tainoiis  production 
was  forcihh',  though  not  ])articuliU'ly  elri^Mut  ;  and  he 
spoke  with  tlie  earnestness  and  indiL,Miation  of  a  man 
whose  character  or  fair  fame  had  been  uinustlv  taken 
away.  Hi;  told  me  liis  father  was  an  Knu^lishman,  and 
he  hojx'd  that  I,  as  an  Knglish  ofhcer,  would  ejuhr.ice 
every  opportunity  for  observation  or  investigation  whicli 
presented  its(;lf,  and  use  my  Ix-st  efforts,  if  myself  con- 
vinced, t(^  disabuse  the  minds  of  my  friends,  and  (I 
think  the  ohl  gentleman  said)  the  public  generally,  (tf 
the  prejudices  and  false  notions  they  liad  formed  from 
reacHng  that  string  of  lies,  whicli  endeavoured  to  shelter 
themselves  in  a  cabin.  "  You  couhhi't  buy  my  slaves, 
sir;"  said  he,  very  vehemently,  "  they  wouldn't  leave 
me;"  and  such  is  the  case  very  freciuently.  "They 
enjoy,"  he  added,  "more  comforts,  and  are  Ijetter  pro- 
vided for  and  happier,  than  thousands  of  your  white  coun- 
trymen in  the  large  manufacturing  towns  of  P^ngland." 
He  told  me  to  go  to  their  church,  observe  their  appear- 
ance, and  demeanour,  and  note  the  neatness  and  care 
with  which  they  were  dressed,  and  the  perfect  liberty 
they  enjoyed  during  the  Sabbath.  I  promised  to  do  all 
this,  and  ))idding  my  friend  good-l)ye,  after  hearing  him 
descant  on  the  comparative  salubrity  of  his  situation 
(near  a  mound  of  oyster-shells  in  a  state  of  partial  de- 
composition), returned  towards  the  town  of  Savannah. 
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*  I  rode  towards  a  square,  gloomy-looking'  house, 
vvLich  lie  hud  indicated  to  ine  in  the  distance,  and, 
dismounting,  knocked  at  the  door  to  make  further 
inquiries,  according  to  my  old  friend's  direction.  I  was 
obliged  to  repeat  the  rap  several  time's,  before  it  was 
responded  to  ;  and  was  just  on  the  point  of  going  away, 
when  the  door  was  opened  by  a  gaunt  negro,  with  a 
hollow  voice,  and  imbecile  manner.  He  pointed  out  a 
foot-path,  which  he  said  I  must  follow;  and  in  answer 
to  my  inquiries  as  to  the  proprietor  of  the  cheerful 
mansion  from  whence  he  had  emerged,  told  me  it  was  a 
pest-house,  where  patients  ill  with  the  small-pox  were 
placed  !  He  relieved  my  mind  a  little  by  telling  me 
that  there  was  no  one  afflicted  with  that  disease  in  the 
place  at  the  time,  and  that  there  were  but  few  cases, 
except  in  the  summer  months.  I  did  not  feel  inclined, 
however,  to  prolong  the  conversation,  but  wished  my 
friend  good  morning,  and  commenced  tracking  the 
"  bridle  path"  (as  Gr.  P.  li.  James  would  have  called  it) 
through  the  wood. 

*  I  soon  reached  the  cemetery,  a  most  secluded  spot, 
where  you  might  easily  fancy  the  weary  lie  at  rest,  and 
the  wicked  cease  from  troubling.  There  was  a  holy, 
sacred  calm  about  it,  harmonising  well  with  the  cha- 
racter of  the  place.  The  irees  which  adorn  it,  and 
Avhich  gave  it  a  character  pecidiarly  triste,  and  appro- 
priate, are  a  description  of  live-oak,  more  than  one 
hundred  years  old,  planted  in  regular  rows,  with  the 
funeral-looking  moss  hanging  in  weeping  clusters  from 
their  branches  over  the  graves  beneath. 
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'No  one  who  has  not  seen  these  extraordinary  and 
])eaiitiful  trees  can  imagine  the  effect  produced  by 
several  rows  of  them,  with  intertwining  boughs,  planted 
over  a  space  of  live  or  six  acres  of  ground.  There  are 
but  few  monuments,  and  these  generally  plain  and 
unpretending.  No  jNIr.  Snooks,  witli  millions  of  (k)llars, 
has,  as  yet,  erected  a  shapeless  mass  to  his  parents, 
children  or  wife ;  and  no  old  gentleman,  with  an  eye  to 
the  future,  has  engaged  a  last  resting-phice  for  himself 
and  family,  built  in  the  rectangular  form,  with  an  inti- 
mation to  the  public,  on  the  outside,  that  it  is  his 
family  vault.  I  think  I  saw  one  vault  of  this  descrip- 
tion, but  forebore  to  look  at  it.  I  rode  home  at  a  smart 
canter,  and  reached  my  hotel  just  in  time  for  dinner. 

'At  five  I  called  on  the  English  Consul  (Mr.  Moly- 
neux),  whom,  on  second  thoughts,  I  considered  I  ought 
to  apply  to  for  my  passport,  as  it  would  be  unpatriotic 
on  my  part  to  divert  the  fee  from  his  pocket  to  that  of 
a  foreigner.  Mr.  Molyneux  was  not  at  home.  I  left  a 
card,  and  walked  through  the  town  to  the  park,  where  I 
saw  several  young  ladies,  w^alking  innocently,  and  in 
pairs,  with  sprigs  of  jasmine  in  th'^ir  hands — emblematic, 
I  am  informed,  of  grace,  and  elegance.  Either  the 
gentlemen  of  the  place  thought  themselves  graceless, 
and  inelegant,  or  reserved  the  charms  of  their  society 
for  the  ball-room,  and  house ;  but  the  young  ladies 
seemed  to  be  left  to  waste  their  "grace  and  elegance"  in 
the  evening  air  alone.  I  would  have  given  an}i:hing 
for  an  introduction  ;  but  I  was  obliged  to  sit  looking  on, 
like  a  miserable  fox  among  grapes.    3Iy  Georgian  friend 
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came  to  my  relief,  and  I  strolled  about  with  liim,  and 
went  to  see  the  rising  generation  instructed  in  the  art 
of  darcing.  The  little  things  did  very  well,  and  there 
were  several  pretty  little  girls,  of  about  five  or  six,  who 
footed,  and  glanced  it  to  perfection,  and  who  will  do 
wonders,  if  they  preserve  the  similitude  of  their  present 
smiles,  and  ancles.  j\Iy  friend,  after  arranging  that  I 
shoidd  drive  out  with  him  to  dine  in  the  country  at 
twelve  o'clock  on  Monday,  left  me,  and  I  went  home 
to  tea. 

^ March  }3th. — After  a  short  stroll  I  went  to  a 
black  church,  according  to  my  old  friend  Thunderbolt 
Bluff's  advice.  The  service,  I  was  told  by  a  black  at 
the  entrance,  would  commence  in  a  few  minutes,  and  he 
politely  conducted  me  to  the  pews  especially  reserved 
for  whites.  These  were  exactly  opposite  the  pulpit  and 
a  kind  of  reading-desk  below  it,  with  an  old  bible  on  it, 
and  three  or  four  chairs  placed  round,  as  I  conjectured, 
for  the  elders  of  the  church.  I  was  the  onljj  white  man 
present.  The  church  was  a  rectangular,  plain  room, 
with  windows  resembling  those  of  an  ordinary  house  in 
size  and  appearance;  its  walls  liad  a  dingy  look  and  a 
certain  air  of  shabbiness,  and  poverty  seemed  to  pervade 
the  whole  place. 

'  The  congregation  assembled  slowly,  and  I  had 
time  and  opportunity  for  studying  each  individual  that 
entered.  The  men  were  all  respectably,  some  ivell 
dressed ;  the  women,  generally  speaking,  patronised 
gaudy  colours,  but  looked  very  nice,  and  tidy.  I  got 
tired  of  waiting  for  the  clergyman,  but  was  relieved  by 
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a  mnn  in  yellow  l)reeches  voluntarily  taking  upon  him- 
self the  duties  of  pastor,  and,  after  a  brief  expression 
of  regret  at  the  shepherd's  absence,  commencing  the 
service  by  reciting  a  hymn  of  six  verses.  This  he  re- 
peated again  two  lines  at  a  time,  joined  by  the  congre- 
gation in  a  loud,  harsh,  nuisical  chorus.  After  the 
hymn,  my  friend  (who  had  taken  his  stand  at  the  desk 
exactly  opposite  me)  commenced  an  extempore  prayer, 
which  was  good,  thongh  a  little  abounding  in  tautology, 
and  was  earnest  and  sincere  in  delivery.  A  sermon  (on 
certainly  an  appropriate  text  for  the  occasion),  "  The 
harvest  truly  is  plenteous,  but  the  labourers  are  few," 
gave  me  an  opportunity  of  forming  a  better  estimate  of 
my  volunteer's  powers  of  composition.  He  preached 
very  sensibly.  A  hymn  similar  in  length  and  execution 
to  the  one  preceding  it,  and  another  prayer,  delivered 
from  the  centre  of  the  church,  at  the  request  of  the 
gentleman  officiating,  by  a  member  of  the  congregation, 
completed  the  service.  I  saw  a  good  deal  of  friendly 
hands-sliaking,  like  the  "how-dye-do"  at  an  Englisli 
village  church  on  Sunday ;  and,  as  it  was  hardly  twelve, 
went  to  another  church,  ivhite  this  time,  and  heard 
another  sermon.  After  the  completion  of  this  second 
service  I  called  again  at  the  consul's  ;  and,  hearing  that 
he  was  out,  but  expected  home  in  a  few  minutes,  took  a 
seat  in  a  comfortably-furnished  room,  ornamented  with 
portraits  of  "  H.  INI.  Gr.  M."  and  "  H.  E.  H."  and  par- 
liamentary companions,  navy  lists,  &.C.,  on  the  table, 
all  reminding  one  of  Old  England,  to  await  his  return. 
A  gentleman  (whom   I   at  first  took  for  the  consul) 
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occupied  a  chair  "when  I  entered,  and  exchanged  a  few 
commonplaces  with  me.  Our  consul  soon  came  in, 
shook  hands  with  me  very  cordially,  and  asked  me  to 
dinner.  He  was  a  grey-haired  old  gentleman,  who  had 
:*illed  the  office  of  consul  for  thirty  years,  and  a  thorough 
}.']nglishman  in  appearance  and  manner.  His  wife  was 
a  nice  person,  and  I  soon  felt  myself  at  iiome  dining 
with  the  pair ;  I  had  a  snug  little  dinner,  and  a  good 
glass  of  wine  after  it,  and  talked  to  mine  host  about 
Canada,  the  K.  ]M.  A.  at  Woolwich,  and  the  army.  He 
told  me  he  had  a  son  at  Rugby,  who  wished  to  go  into  the 
army ;  and  a  daughter  whom  he  occasionally  visited  at 
a  school  at  New  York.  He  drove  me  out  in  a  tilbury — a 
good  old  English  tilbury  I — to  see  a  great  railway  termi- 
nus which  is  in  course  of  construction,  and  will  be  the 
terminus  of  the  railway  to  New  Orleans  and  the  inland 
towns,  and  cities  of  the  south.  In  a  few  years  the  faci- 
lities of  communication  in  this  part  of  the  country  will 
have  much  increased.  Kow,  a  person  may  travel  by 
railway  and  steamer  across  the  country  to  within  five  or 
six  miles  of  New  Orleans. 

*  One  or  two  gentlemen  came  in  during  the  evening, 
and  a  slow  scientific  discussion  on  the  merits  of  the 
Ericson  hot  air  vessel  was  commenced.  I  waited  for  a 
pause,  rose,  and  said  *'  Good  night,"  prt)inisiug  to  come 
to  breakfast  at  eiofht  o'clock  the  next  morninfj. 

^  March  l-ith. — Wet  morning.  Borrowed  an  um- 
brella from  the  man  at  the  bar,  and  sallied  out  to  the 
consul's.  Met  Mr.  Murray  at  breakfast.  He  is  a 
Charleston  man,  and  had  been  educated  with  the  elegant 
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mayor  of  that  city.  He  told  me  that  the  month  of 
February  was  the  most  favourable  one  for  seeing 
Charleston  in  its  glory,  as  people  flocked  there  then 
from  all  parts  of  the  States  to  the  races.  These  races 
he  described  as  being  the  best  in  America ;  the  horses 
are  ridden  by  nigger  boys,  who  take  an  immense  deal 
of  pride  in  their  master's  horses,  and  would  scorn  the 
offer  of  a  bribe  to  lose  a  race.  The  racing  is,  therefore, 
just  what  it  ought  to  be,  a  fair  and  generous  competition 
between  a  number  of  noble  animals.  Murray  further 
said  that  English  gentlemen,  officers  from  Canada,  were 
invited  to  all  the  balls,  and  t(»  participate  in  all  the 
amusements  of  the  place.  He,  I  was  happy  to  learn, 
had  experienced  much  kindness  from  the  7lith  Kegiment 
when  he  visited  (Quebec,  and,  I  think,  he  had  formed, 
and,  I  hope,  diffused,  a  favoural)le  opinion  of  the  hos- 
pitality of  the  ]^ritish  army.  John  Bull,  whatever  may 
be  said  against  him,  is  a  sociable  animal,  and  feels  as 
much  pleasure  in  securing  a  wanderer,  and  placing  his 
legs  under  his  mahogany,  as  an  experienced  fisherman 
in  successfully  landing  a  fine  salmon  or  trout.  ^ly 
friend  Molyneux  (the  consul),  who  had  these  true  John 
Bullian  feelings,  wanted  me  to  dine  with  him  again  ; 
and  when  I  pleaded  previous  engagements,  invited  me, 
on  my  return  from  "  the  Havana,"  to  stay  at  his  house 
till  the  boat  started  for  New  York.  I  only  gave  a 
(jualified  assent.  M<jlyneux  drove  me  to  my  hotel,  and 
shook  hands  with  me.  He  would  take  nothing'  for  m\ 
passport,  but  said  it  was  a  general  rule  that  no  cliarge 
should   be   made   to  gentlemen  wearing  her  Majesty's 
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livery.  I  found  that  Thackeray  and  Crowe  had  arrived, 
and  walked  over  to  the  American  Hotel  to  see  them. 
They  were  very  hadly  accommodated ;  tlu;  hotel  was 
dirty  and  uncomfortable,  and  the  beds  well  inhabited 
with  a  Inisy  and  thriving  population.  They  could  get 
no  rooms  at  the  Pulaski-house. 

'  A  very  scraggy-looking  man,  whom  I  afterwards  dis- 
covered was  a  member  of  a  deputation  from  "the  Young 
Men's  Association,"  was  engaged  in  conversation  with 
Thackeray  when  I  entered.  I  afterwards  heard  that  he 
felt  favourably  disposed  towards  me,  and  would  have 
shown  me  the  lions,  and  probably  feasted  me,  had  I 
stayed  at  Savannah. 

*  Crowe  was  pleased  with  the  trees  and  squares,  and 
the  general  appearance  of  the  place.  They  expected  a 
deputation,  so  I  left  them  and  went  back  to  my  hotel, 
where  I  packed  a  dress  suit  in  my  carpet-bag,  to  change 
for  dinner  when  I  got  into  the  country.  JNly  Georgian 
friend  called  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  we  started 
together  at  half-past  twelve  in  a  light  buggy.  My 
attention  was  attracted,  while  going  through  a  wood,  by 
a  number  of  large,  dark  birds  perched  on  the  trees; 
my  companion  told  me  they  were  turkey  bustards,  the 
scavengers  of  the  Southern  cities,  and  that  it  was  illegal 
to  shoot  one.  I  subsequently  saw  a  number  of  these 
gaunt,  unpleasant-looking  birds  hard  at  work,  picking 
up  scraps  near  the  market-place  at  Charleston.  The 
proprietor  of  the  house  I  was  about  to  dine  at  was  the 
son  of  a  Scotchman  (a  JNIr.  M'Alpine),  who  had  com- 
menced life  with  nothing  but  his  wits  and  a  sao^pence, 
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and  by  energy  and  brickmaking  had  accumulatrd  a 
largo  ftirtune  and  built  a  good  house.  Tiie  pr(»|)orty 
(according  to  law  in  this  part  of  the  country)  was  left 
to  be  evenly  divided  among  all  the  children,  tlie  eldest 
son  managing  it  for  himself  and  the  rest,  and  getting 
nothing  but  one  share  in  the  spoil  for  his  trouble;  a 
most  ridiculous  custom,  and  tlie  ruin  of  many  tine 
estates.  Passinof  throui<:h  a  straij'ht  avenue  of  trees, 
we  came  to  a  little  street  of  negro  huts:  ([uaint,  S(juare, 
peculiar  nut-shells,  with  padlocks  on  the  doors,  and  a 
fire,  or  the  remains  of  one,  burning  on  a  vessel  in  front 
of  each,  and  designed  to  keep  otf  the  insects.  The 
proprietor's  house,  which  was  handsome,  stood,  unfor- 
tunately, on  very  low  ground,  and  was  near  the  muddy 
marshy  river ;  the  brothers,  who  were  practising  rifle 
shooting,  received  me  very  cordially.  The  eldest  I  was 
particidarly  pleased  with ;  a  kind-hearted,  tine,  good 
fellow.  He  was  much  more  like  an  Englishman  than  an 
American.  He  showed  me  his  place.  Ids  brickmaking, 
his  saw-mills,  horses,  rice,  SiC,  and  pointed  out  several 
localities  which  had  been  the  scenes  of  skirmishes  and 
encounters  during  the  American  war.  One  tree  near 
his  house  still  retained  traces  of  a  cannon  ball,  which 
had  been,  he  conjectured,  iired  by  the  Britishers  to 
ascertain  their  range  before  opening  a  cannonade  from 
their  batteries.  Sickness  and  fever  had  killed  more 
men  than  the  sword  on  this  occasion. 

'Women  (negresses  of  course)  were  employed  at 
brickmaking  as  well  as  the  men  ;  they  seemed  very 
strong,  and  able  to  work  very  hard.     The   system   my 
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friend  I'lnployed  was  that  of  tasks, —  a  very  judicious 
ono.  A  cfrtain  fair  auiouut  of  work  is  to  ])e  <;'ot 
tlirniii;]!,  and  tlien  hurrali  I  for  li])orty.  I  liave  always 
preferred  tliis  plan  to  the  monotonous  hizy  drud<j;"ery  of 
so  nmny  hours'  work.  The  niggers  were  wheeling 
barrows  of  bricks,  so  lu^avy  and  piled  up,  that  I, 
though  toleraljly  strong,  could  scarcely  even  lift  the 
arms  of  the  barrow. 

*  In  a  return  of  births  and  deaths,  published  at 
Charleston,  seven  blacks  are  reported  as  having  died  over 
a  hundred  years  old,  and  between  the  ages  of  twenty 
and  thirty  l)ut  few  negroes  had  died  ;  where  a  corre- 
sponding return  showed  great  mortality  among  the 
whites.  This  speaks  something  for  the  care  with  which 
the  slaves  are  treated,  and  the  comforts  they  must  enjoy 
in  their  old  age.  We  had  a  plain,  homely,  countiy 
farmer's  dinner,  and  smoked  some  cigars  afterwards. 
None  of  my  new  acquaintances  were  particularly  re- 
fined either  in  manner  or  conversation.  They  were 
kind  hospitable  people,  however,  and  the  elder  brother 
quite  realised,  in  my  mind,  Pope's  "noblest  work  of 
God."     To  bed  at  eleven. 

^  March  I5th. — Walked  out  before  breakfast  to  the 
Exchange,  to  get  a  view  of  the  city  and  surrounding- 
country.  Savannah  looks  something  like  a  vast  garden; 
the  trees  have  a  beautiful  effect. 

*  There  were  a  great  many  passengers,  and  a  vast 
number  of  trunks  and  portmanteaus  for  the  Havana 
boat.  We  were  all  to  start  in  a  little  steamer  at  nine, 
and  lay  off  the  bar  till  the  Isabel  from  Charleston  came 
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in  siffht.  Tlie  dav  becanie  lovclv.  I  sat  on  deck 
reading  "  Tiic  Cjixtons,"  and  looking  at  tlic  passing 
vessels  sailing  or  steaming  in  or  out  of  the  liarhonr. 
We  passed  a  small  steamer  with  funnels  neai'  the  hows, 
and  (leeks  piled  with  bales  of  eotton,  till  she  looked  a 
large  shapeless  mass  :  vessels  laden  thus  will  earry  an 
iniinense  freight.  We  had  a  wretehed  dinner  on  board 
our  '"wee"  boat,  and  lay  off  Puhiski  Fort, — a  large 
s(|uar(!  work,  reeently  completed  a,t  great  expense, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  river.  I  inspected  tlu^  fort ;  it 
is  easemated,  and  has  j^reat  bomh-jjroof  accommodation. 
It  will  be  very  heavilyarmed  when  the  guns  are  mounted 
on  the  pivots  designed  for  them. 

'  It  has  only  one  outwork,  a  weak  ravelin,  witli  a. 
narrow  ditch  not  more  than  twelve  feet  broad ;  the 
ditch  of  the  main  work  is  about  thirty  feet  in  hreadth. 
The  escarp  is  exposed,  and  the  faces  of  the  work  are 
long,  and  might  probably  ])e  entiladed  by  a  steamer 
at  a  distance  ;  the  guns  will  be  mounted  en  harhdte. 
The  sides  of  the  square  are  broken  into  small  hastions ; 
the  fire  from  the  casemates  would  render  the  passage  of 
the  ditch  dangrerous. 

'  There  were  a  good  many  passengers  on  l)oard  the 
Isahel.  A  group  of  ladies,  looking  pale  and  interesting, 
were  sitting  under  a  kind  of  roof  in  the  centre  of  the 
passengers'  deck.  Our  party  was  sliipped  in  small  boats, 
which,  owing  to  a  swxdl,  was  rather  a  troublesome  job. 

'March  \6th.  —  Came  on  deck  feeling  rather  sick  ; 
all  the  ladies  had  disappeared  from  the  scene,  and  were 
stretched    on   beds   and    sofas  in  various   attitudes   of 
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wretcliodnoss.  There  were  sixty-five  p.as5;enf]ferfl  on 
hoard,  and  nearly  every  l)erth  taken.  I  was  (h)u])Ied 
up  with  a  sea-captain,  witli  stentorian  lun<(M  and  excel- 
lent constitution.  I  occupi<'d  the  upper  ])erth,  and 
^jfenerally  found  my  conip:niion,  with  his  clothes  on, 
asleep  when  I  turned  in.  He  never  snored,  and  got  uj) 
at  daybreak  —  two  very  desirable  qualities.  Plveryone 
looked  miserable.  I  felt  a  vertigo  in  my  head,  but 
persevered  in  reading.  Tlie  wind  was  cold  and  raw, 
and  blew  in  a  most  determined  manner.  For  a  large 
steamer  the  Isabel  is  a  very  bad  sea-boat,  rolling  and 
pitching  tremendously.  I  managed  to  keep  the  demon 
of  sea-sickness  at  bay,  and  eventually  completely  tri- 
umphed over  him.  The  gale  delayed  the  steamer,  and 
we  made  very  little  headway. 

'  March  1 1th. — The  same  monotony  as  yesterday, 
hut  in  sight  of  the  Florida  coast  greater  part  of  the 
day.' 
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KEY   WEST   AND   THE    HAVANA. 


March  iHtli. 


*  A  LOVELY  day.  \V«;  had  passed  from  the  ret^donsof 
--la.  winds  and  storms,  into  a  cahn  sea,  and  a  delicious, 
balmy  air.  It  is  about  10  a.m.  We  are  approaehiui? 
Key  West,  near  the  extremity  of  the  Florida  Keef. 
Several  iittlt;  deserted  coral  islands  are  in  the  distance, 
and  we  see  occasionally  the  white  sails  and  elegant  out- 
line of  a  cutter,  relieved  by  the  blue  sky  beyimd.  Most 
of  the  passen<j;-ers  are  on  deck  —  pale,  pretty  faces, 
scarcely  recovered  from  the  effects  of  that  terrible 
storm  ;  but  the  sea  now  looks  so  placid  and  beautiful, 
and  the  air  is  so  soothing,  that  they  must  soon  recover ; 
besides,  we  are  approaching  land,  and  land  is  a  magic 
word.  We  are  to  have  a  long  rest  at  Key  West  (rhyme 
unintentional).  We  shall  land  and  roam  about  it,  shall 
get  off  that  abominable  little  deck,  and  be  able  to  walk 
Imndreds  of  yards  without  turning.  Ha !  there  are  the 
stars  and  stripes,  floating  on  the  American  barracks  I 
Two  or  three  companies  of  artillery  are  stationed  there, 
— a  dull  quarter  I  should  think ;   there   is,  however, 
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plenty  of  fisliiiif,'  and  l)(».'itiii<,%  I  siippost'.  TIkh'  is  the 
town,  jmd  a  tort  they  arr  l»uil(liii'_'.  I'Voiii  all  tliose 
(|ii<'('r  s('afi[ul(liuL,^s  tlu-y  lnok  nut  tor  wrrcks,  and  cun  see 
a  vessel  (Ml  tlic  reefs  at  u  ^''reat  distanc".  'i'li»'  people 
hero  (,'ain  their  livelihood  hy  wrecking',  ;,'ener;dly  speak- 
iiii;,  hesides  whieh  they  catch  and  sell  turtle. 

'There  was  no  use  in  contiiniinL,'  our  \  oya^jje,  as  we 
should  have  foutid  tin;  harbour  of  the  Havana  cloS(!d 
aufainst  us,  and  been  tired  into  if  we  had  attempted  to 
enter  it.  We  were  too  late  to  reach  it  before  sunset. 
We  will  stay  at  Key  West  till  the  evenin<jf,  and  cross 
the  ^\df  durin<j^  the  nij^dit.  V\'e  ho]}e  to  see  the  sun 
rise  over  the  island  of  Cuba.  Hut  now  wliat  shall  we 
do?  We  have  a  j;ood  deal  to  look  at.  What  a 
straj|f]f(!  place  this  is  where  we  have  suddenly  found 
ourselves,  and  are  so  luiexpectedly  to  pass  the  day  at ! 
Let  us  look  about  us. 

'  jNIarcy  and  myself  strolled  alon^-  the  beach,  and 
picked  up  a  few  small  and  pretty  shells  to  ])reserve  as 
mementos.  The  sun  was  terrifically  hot,  and,  after 
walkin;;'  ;vbout  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  we  were  not  sorry 
to  take  shelter  in  the  friendly  shade  of  the  Marine 
Hospital.  Here  we  had  a  chat  with  an  attendant,  a 
respectable,  middle-aged,  sallow  man.  He  told  us  that, 
during  the  summer,  there  were  frequently  the  entire 
crews  of  ships  in  hospital  there  with  yellow  fever.  They 
came  principally  from  New  Orleans.  There  was  no 
disease  produced  in  the  island  itself,  which  was  exempt 
from  the  ordinary  scourges  of  a  hot  climate.  There 
was  a  breeze  continually  blowing,  but  little  rain,  and  no 
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cold  wcjitlicr.  (ialcs  tif  wind  wtTc  n^t  tVefpUMit.  Most 
(»t'  tlic  wi't'fks  tiMik  |>la<('  in  calm  weather;  thev  were 
occasiniictl  hy  tin*  «'tlect  nf  flu'  j^nlf-streani  on  vessels 
wiiieli  liaii  lieciiiiie  liccaiined.  **  W'liy  dim"!  tliry,"said 
I,  "  have  a  s'i";!I  tnjr  steamer  to  fow  them  lievond 
the  reefs  in  cahn  weather?  Snrely  it  is  wortii  the 
expense."  "  I  don't  l\now.  Sir, "  replied  the  man. 
!Many  of  the  vessels  are  fnlly  insured,  ;i,iid,  wlini  they 
are  old  shijts,  they  often  rnn  npou  the  icefs  on  purpose. 
Uves  are  scarcely  ever  lost.  'I'he  wreckers  n'et  thirty 
per  cent.  (  !  afterwards  learned )  of  the  value  of  the  carj^'o 
they  save.  The  wreckiiiLT  schooners  and  cutters  are 
ffist  sailers,  and  heaiitiful  looking;  craft.  I  saw  a  little 
schooner  apparently  just  off  the  stocks,  and  as  trim 
and  as  neat  as  a  •••entleman's  yacht.  She  was  riLrii-ed 
ratluT  like  the  celel)rate(l  A  nn'rlcii.  'J'hese  wreekinu' 
vessels  draw  very  little  water,  and  are  ahle  to  sail  In- 
side the  reefs,  where  they  are  (juite  protected  from  the 
action  of  the  ^^ulf-stream.  They  average,  1  should 
think,  from  .'>()  to  !o()  or  200  tons.  Numerous  tisli- 
inL>'  ])oats  sail  with  fish  from  Key  West  to  the  JIavana, 
starting  from  one  place  with  American  colours,  and 
entering  the  other  with  Spanish.  The  fish  caught  in 
these  seas  are  gorgeous  to  lo(»k  at,  the  sun,  it  would 
seem,  even  illumining  their  scales  "  in  the  depths  of  the 
sea;"  hut  they  are  tasteless  and  insipid  to  eat.  (Jive 
me  the  Hsh,  fruits,  and  tiowers  of  a  temperate  clime  I 
Key  "West,  aljout  which  and  over  which  I  Irive  heen 
rand)ling,  is  an  island  about  twenty  nules  long,  at  the 
extremity  of  a  coral  reef  which  stretches  in  the  form  of 
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a  curve  from  the  southernmost  point  of  Florida  into 
the  Gulf  of  INIexico.  It  is  a  most  important  point,  as 
it  commands  the  entrance  to  the  gulf.  It  heiongs  to 
the  State  of  Plorida,  and  contains  a  larger  population 
than  any  other  town  or  city  in  that  l)arren  tract,  num- 
bering about  3,000  souls.  It  is  at  present  the  southern 
limit  of  the  United  States.  The  inhabitants  are  partly 
American,  and  partly  emigrants  from  the  Baham  is, 
Avho  at  elections  hoist  a  flag  with  a  shell  on  it  as  an 
emblem  of  royalty.  They  are  a  miserable  set,  and  live 
in  dirty  wo(jd  huts  in  a  state  of  great  filth  and  discom- 
fort. They  left  the  Bahamas  on  account  of  the  libera- 
tion of  the  blacks  in  those  islands.  The  Yankees  try  to 
paint  them  worse  than  they  are,  but  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  their  principal  vices  are  ignorance  and 
poverty.  They  gain  their  livelihood  entirely  by  wreck- 
ing. I  do  not  recollect  ever  seeing  so  many  drinking 
establisliments ;  every  third  liouse  seemed  to  be  dedi- 
cated to  Bacchus,  though  I  must  add,  in  justice,  that 
soda-water  and  cooling  drinks  seemed  almost  as  much 
in  demand  as  more  inflammatory  beverages.  Key  West 
enjoys  a  delightful  climate;  the  lowest  point  to  which 
the  thermometer  falls  in  winter  is  about  fifty-nine  de- 
grees, and  this  is  considered  so  cold  that  fires  are  lighted. 
The  constant  breeze  which  blows  in  some  degree 
mitigates  the  extreme  summer  heat,  though,  from  the 
nature  of  the  soil,  and  the  few  trees  growing  on  it, 
the  heat  is  terrific.  I  thought  the  place  hotter  than 
the  Havana.  As  may  be  supposed,  the  inhabitants 
experience   much    difficulty   in   procuring   fresh   meat 
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and  vegetables ;  there  is  little  or  no  pasturage  on  the 
island,  and  the  staple  articles  of  consumption  are  fish 
and  turtle.  They  have  dates,  cocoa-nuts,  and  limes, 
as  fruits.  I  did  not  see  any  orange-trees.  Some  of 
the  houses  are  prettily  built,  with  tastefully  arranged 
little  gardens  in  front,  indicating  a  respectable  class 
of  inhabittints.  I  was  told  that  there  were  some  very 
rich  people  living  there. 

'  I  alone  strolled  along  the  shore  on  the  side  oppo- 
site to  that  alonjj  which  I  had  wandered  with  Marcv 
in  the  morning,  the  heat  keeping  all  the  other  pas- 
sengers in  the  ship  quiet ;  and  observed,  among  other 
things,  some  boats  coming  in  laden  with  sponges, 
another  source  of  wealth.  These  sponges  are  coarse, 
and  cannot  compare  at  all  with  those  from  Turkey. 
I  felt  inclined  for  a  bathe,  but  refrained  on  account 
of  the  sharks,  which  occasionally  deprive  you  of  a 
supporter,  if  they  don't  swallow  you  whole.  I  heard  of 
a  woman  who  was  sitting  on  a  wharf  with  one  foot 
dangling  in  the  water,  when  a  shark  coolly  nipped  it  off. 
I  was  told,  however,  by  an  intelligent  Serjeant  with 
whom  I  had  a  chat  at  the  barracks,  that  durint;  tlie 
three  years  he  had  been  at  Key  West  he  had  only  heard 
of  one  soldier  who  had  been  bitten,  though  the  men 
were  constantly  in  the  habit  of  bathing.  The  barracks, 
near  the  military  hospital,  are  built  with  verandahs  on 
every  side,  and  looked  cool  and  comfortal)le.  I  re- 
gained my  steamer  at  about  two  o'clock,  at  which  hour 
we  sat  down  to  dinner,  there  being  a  full  muster  of 
passengers.     After  dinner  I  mounted  to  the  top  of  one 
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of  the  look-out  towers,  and   enjoyed   the  view   of"  the 
little  town  and  surrounding-  islets  very  much. 

"'  March    1  dth. — At    about    six    o'clock,  on  a  lovely 
morning,  a  group    of  expectant   passengers    might  be 
observed   crowded  together  on  tlie   bows  of  the   good 
steamer  Isabel,   straining  their    eyes  to   discern   more 
distinctly  the  details  of  the  scenes  which  were  opening 
to  their  view.      In  the  distance  was  the  steamer  from 
New  York,  which  we  had  passed  when  contending  with 
the  gale  of  wind  off  the  coast  of  Florida.     She  had  not 
been  folh)wing  so   correct    a  course  as  ourselves,   and 
had  not  exactly  hit  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  so  we 
were  Ijefore   her.      As  we   gradiudly  approached,  the 
stern  old  ]\Iorro  Castle,  with  its  frowning  ramparts  and 
lighthouse,  became  visible,   and  the  Spanish  flag  (red 
and  yellow)  w^as  clearly  seen  floating  above  it.     Frown- 
ing behind  and  above  the  Morro  is  "  El  Cabafios,"  the 
great    fortress    of    Havana,    built    on    a   steep    rock, 
scarped  and  inaccessible,  on  the  side  of  the  harbour, 
near  its  entrance,  and  opposite  the  city.     The  city  itself 
is  not  seen  properly  till  the  harbour  is  entered.      The 
entrance,  with  the  old  *'  ]\Iorro '"  standin<>-  like  a  ixnni 
sentinel  on  one  side,  and  a  little  fort  opposite^,  looking 
as  defiant  as  its  size  will  permit  it,  is  so  narrow,  that  a 
steamer  is  obliged  to  move  very  slowly  through  it,  to 
avoid    swamping   small    boats   that    may   be    passing. 
What  a  beautiful  harbour  !  is  everybody's  exclamation, 
and  how  elegant  and  picturesque  those  noble  palms  are  I 
Ah  I  there  is  the   town:    what  a  singular  old  place! 
There's  a  Spanish  regiment  drawn  up  on  parade,  wdth 
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the  hjind  playing;  what  soldier-like  littk^  fellows  they 
look,  and  how  pretty  their  iniiform'isl  we  must  have  a 
close  look  at  them  when  we  get  on  shore  ;  but  when  is 
that  to  he?  that  is  the  question  ;  we  have  a  great  dvdl 
of  formal  misery  to  undergo  before  we  shall  be  tit  or 
worthy  to  plant  our  feet  on  tlie  territory  of  llcr  Most 
Christian  Mnjesty.  There  goc\s  the  anchor ;  we  are 
moored  off  tl".  Alameda  de  Paula. 

'  After  a  ijeneral  survev  of  the  harbour,  and  a  loniiino- 
look  of  anticipated  pleasure  in  the  city,  I  began  to  be 
anxious  to  get  my  permit  to  land,  from  three  Spanisli 
officials,  who  had  been  engaged  in  examining  passports 
in  a  little  cabin,  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  more,  and 
whose  exit  was  watched  and  wished  for  by  us  all  most 
heartily.  Formal,  empty-headed  looking  fellows  they 
were,  with  their  white  trousers  and  sallow  complexions. 
At  last  the  wishes  of  a  portion  at  least  of  the  expectant 
crowd  appear  to  be  gratified.  Permits  are  issued,  aufl 
two  dollars  a-piece  are  paid  for  them,  when  the  clerk 
of  the  steamer,  with  countenance  in  which  jumoyauce 
struggled  w^ith  fear,  came  tc»  me  and  told  me  that  in 
consequence  of  my  passport  not  having  been  properly 
vizeed  by  the  Spanish  Consul  at  Savannah  I  could  not 
be  allowed  to  land  I  Here  was  a  blow;  the  cup  dashed 
from  my  lips  when  just  on  the  point  of  tasting  it.  I 
felt  bitterly  disappointed  and  annoyed,  as  I  saw  boats 
coming  alongside  of  the  steamer,  and  passenger  after 
passenger  descending  into  them,  until  the  deck  was 
cleared,  and  I  left  only  with  the  ship's  officers,  besides 
one  Spaniard,  who  almost  cried  with  annoyance,  being 
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in  a  similar  position  with  myself.  I  determined  to  be 
as  philosophic  as  possible,  had  my  portmanteau  trans- 
ferred to  my  state  room,  l)reakfasted  with  the  captain, 
and  afterwards  proceeded  to  dress  myself  in  as  cool  and 
respectable  a  costume  as  I  could  select  from  my  rather 
limited  wardrobe.  I  wrote  a  letter  to  our  consul,  en- 
closed in  it  J 's  letter  of  introduction,  and  remained 

in  a  state  of  suspense,  between  hope,  doubt,  and  anger, 
making  sketches  of  houses,  &c.,  from  the  deck  of  the 
steamer.  The  day  was  most  lovely,  and  the  harbour 
with  its  varied  shipping,  bounded  by  green  hills  or 
picturesque  terraces  and  frowning  ramparts,  in  itself  a 
picture.  Vessel  after  vessel,  with  her  white  sails  set, 
glided  beautifully  into  the  still  expanse  of  water,  and 
came  gracefully  to  her  moorings.  The  stars  and  stripes 
of  the  United  States  floated  in  most  cases  with  swai^g-er- 
ing  splendour  from  their  mizens.  Near  our  steamer  was 
a  brig  which  the  captain  told  me  had  been  captured  as 
a  slaver  by  the  English  cruisers,  and  was  now  the  sub- 
ject of  litigation,  her  owners  having  positively  denied 
that  she  was  ever  intended  for  the  west  coast  of  Africa ; 
he  added  that  the  Cubans  winked  at  the  departure  of 
slave  brigs  from  the  harbour  of  the  Havana  at  night. 
Our  commodore  was  apprised  of  this  circumstance  by 
an  English  sailor,  who  happened  to  be  on  board  one  of 
the  brigs,  and  he  immediately  sent  a  frigate  after  them, 
which  brought  them  to,  boarded  them,  and  on  discover- 
ing the  nefarious  purjjose  for  which  they  were  intended, 
took  all  these  vessels  quietly  in  tow  in  a  line,  and 
brought   them  into  the  harbour  of  the  Havana  that 
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evening.  This  decided  step  naturally  rather  diminished 
the  jjopularity  of  the  English  amongst  the  Cubans. 
During  the  Lopez  troubles,  the  ►Spaniards  regarded  old 
England  as  one  of  their  firmest  and  most  powerful 
allies,  and  almost  conceived  that  the  only  object  she 
had  in  retaining  a  S([ua(lron  in  the  vicinity  of  their 
coasts,  was  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  them  against 
t'.ie  republican  spirit  of  annexation  which  had  so  dis- 
agreeably developed  itself  in  the  neighbouring  continent. 
Their  eyes  by  this  decided  step  were  somewhat  roughly 
opened  to  the  true  state  of  the  case,  and  like  a  criminal 
who,  after  pleasant  nocturnal  visions,  awakes  to  a  true 
consciousness  of  his  real  position,  their  guilty  souls 
became  suddenly  and  unpleasantly  aware  that  there 
were  such  things  as  truth,  and  the  fulfilment  of  solem  i 
engagements,  and  that  there  was  a  power  which  woidd 
protect  and  enforce  both. 

'  My  captain  took  compassion  on  me,  and  allowed  me 
about  half-past  eleven  o'clock  to  go  ashore  with  a  friend 
of  his,  who  was  to  take  me  to  the  consul's,  where  I  was 
to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  permit ;  in  case  of  failure,  I 
was  on  my  parole  to  return  to  the  steamer,  as  the 
captain  was  liable  to  be  fined  if  he  had  suffered  me  to 
land  without  the  usual  forms  having  been  complied 
with.  I  rejoiced  at  the  hopes  of  emancipation,  and 
cheerfully  stepped  into  the  little  boat,  with  a  white 
tiwning  and  graceful  sail,  which  was  to  convey  me  to 
the  much  desired  terra  firma.  3Ir.  Wolcott  (my  guide) 
and  myself,  after  walking  along  a  hot  sandy  road  for  a 
fe\v  i)aces,  stepped  into  a  volante,  and  began  to  thread 
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the  narrow  and  intricate  mazes  of  tlie  city  of  Havana. 
Our  veliicle  was  sin^nilar  and  unique,  and  demands  a 
description.  Imafj^iue  a  body  something  like  tiiat  of 
a  Hansom  cab, — only  lighter, —  suspen  led  on  heavy 
leathern  springs,  attached  to  an  axletree  some  distance 
behind  it,  on  which  revolve  two  enormous  wheels,  six 
feet  in  diameter,  drawn  bv  a  comical  little  horse,  one 
mass  of  harness,  his  tail  carefully  plaited  and  stored 
away,  like  a  loop  on  one  flank,  and  a  heavy  old-fashioned 
saddle  on  his  back,  bestridden  by  a  large  negro  in 
enormous  boots, — and  you  will  have  a  picture  before  you 
of  the  ordinary  vehicle  used  in  Havana,  and  in  fact  the 
only  one,  I  may  safely  say,  which  the  Spaniards  or 
natives  ever  employ.  A  kind  of  blind,  rolled  up  in  cool 
weatlicr  at  the  top  of  the  hood,  and  drawn  down  over  the 
face  during  the  heat  of  the  day,  protects  from  the  rays 
of  the  sun.  A  volante  is  })y  no  means  an  uncomfortable 
vehicle;  it  is  a  large  lounging  kind  of  a  conveyance, 
where  you  may  loll  at  ease,  and  enjoy  the  otlum  cum 
dignltaie  of  existence. 

'  We  found  on  inquiry  at  the  consul's  house  that  he 
was  out,  but  supposed  to  be  at  his  son's  office ;  thithei* 
we  accordingly  repaired,  and  were  fortimate  enough 
this  time  in  nailing  our  man.  ]\Ir.  Crawford  I  found  a 
gentlemanly  middle-aged  man ;  he  had  never  received 
or  heard  anytliing  of  the  letter  I  had  sent  ashore  for 
him  in  the  morning ;  ])ut  on  my  stating  my  case  to  him, 
wrote  a  letter  immediately  <-o  the  secretary  to  the  captain- 
general,  praying  him,  in  excellent  Spanish,  to  give  per- 
mission to  Lieutenant  George  Ranken,  of  the  *  Cuerpo 
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del  lugenicri,'  to  huid  on  the  soil  of  Cuba.  Armed 
with  this  important  document,  I  again  started  fortli 
with  tlie  obliging  Wolcott,  and  found  myself  within  a 
few  ndnutcs  sitting  in  the  palace  of  the  cajitain-gcneral 
with  a  Spiinish  agent  of  Wolcott's,  waiting  in  [>ainful 
suspense  tor  the  decision  of  the  secretary.  That  func- 
tionary was  busily  engaged,  and  my  letter  could  not  for 
some  timt'  ])e  taken  up  to  him.  Instantly  upon  receiving 
it,  however,  he  gave  orders  that  a  free  permit  should 
be  given  me;  and,  elated  with  success,  I  Iitistened  to 
the  amiable  Wolcott,  and  placed  the  scrawl  of  pardon 
in  his  honest  palm.  I  found  my  way  to  my  hotel, 
where  I  found  one  of  my  American  friends,  and  took 
a  walk  with  him  through  the  streets,  visiting  the  Cathe- 
dral and  the  Tacon  Theatre. 

*  The  ai)pearance  of  the  city  is  very  peculiar  and 
picturesque ;  the  houses  are  solidly  built,  but  seldom 
more  than  one  storey  high ;  they  have  no  windows,  the 
apertures  into  which,  in  northern  climes,  these  taxed 
articles  of  luxury  are  fitted,  are  here  filled  with  formi- 
dable, burglar-defying,  iron  bars,  and  thick,  dark, 
cool-looking  Venetian  blinds,  which  cast  a  refreshing 
shade  over  the  wiiole  interior  of  the  apartments.  The 
rooms  are  fitted  up  in  the  most  simple  and  unostenta- 
tious manner ;  a  side-board,  table,  and  a  few  chairs 
being  generally  the  only  furniture. 

'Senoritas  might  be  seen  at  ease,  reclining  on  rocking 
chairs,  lolling  out  the  day  or  thinking  of  their  evening 
drive  on  the  Paseo.  Under  an  archway  at  the  side  of 
the  house,  or  in  a  quadrangular  courtyard  attached  to 
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it,  iiiifjflit  be  seen  the  family  volante.  Negresses  were 
smokiMf^  cigarettes  or  pipes,  and  sturdy,  naked,  black 
little  urchins  running' ahoiit  and  haskinu;'  in  the  sun; 
not  afraid  of  their  complexions,  certaiidy. 

'  My  friend  and  I  found  our  way  to  the  cathedral, — a 
cathedral  consecrated  by  the  dust  of  the  great  discoverer 
of  America.  The  ashes  of  Columbus  are  deposited  be- 
neath a  mean  marble  slab,  near  the  altar  of  the  most 
tawdry  and  unsubstantial  Roman  Catholic  church  I  have 
ever  seen. 

'  A  small  bas-relief,  by  a  native  of  Cuba,  of  his  head, 
and  an  inscription,  equally  unworthy  of  the  man  or  the 
country  which  produced  him,  are  all  that  assist,  or 
rather  destroy,  the  sensations  of  the  traveller,  when  he 
stands  over  the  remains  of  this  great  man.  The  altar, 
and  puljjit  near,  are  from  Rome. 

'  The  exterior  of  the  cathedral,  though  possessing  no 
architectural  merits,  is  yet  picturesque  and  interesting 
from  its  venerable  greyness.  An  old  pile,  over  which 
the  hand  of  time  has  passed,  not  to  destroy,  but  to 
soften  and  improve, — is  at  all  times  a  pleasing  and 
interesting  object.  It  is  regarded  with  almost  a  re- 
ligious reverence,  and  it  deserves  to  be  so. 

'  To  Americans,  these  time-worn  grey  walls  must 
possess  a  peculiar  charm,  after  the  sharp  regular  lines 
which  distinguish  their  rapidly  produced  cities  and 
buildings,  which  start  into  life,  and,  I  might  almost 
say,  topple  over  with  the  same  rapidity  as  fairy  card 
palaces,  such  as  delighted  our  younger  days.' 
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CHAPTER  TX. 

HAVANA — DE    RAMOS,    PALM-SUNDAY — A     DINNER    WITH 
THE   ENGLISH   CONSUL — RETURN    TO    MONTH EAL. 

'March  20tli. 
*  rpHTS  is  the  great  day  f<^r  pleasure  and  anuisement 
JL  ill  Havana.  The  weatlier  was  lovely;  the  air  soft  and 
delicrlitful.  I  sallied  out  immediate! v  after  breakfast,  and 
made  for  the  cathedral,  whither,  it  was  rumoured,  the 
captain-general,  after  entertaining  most  of  the  puhlic 
functionaries  at  breakfast,  was  to  proceed,  attended  by 
his  guards. 

'  The  cathedral  was  decorated  with  real  legitimate 
palm  leaves,  plaited  most  tastefully  and  prettily,  laid 
upon  the  altar,  and  other  conspicuous  places.  When 
I  arrived,  the  service  had  evidently  commenced  some 
time.  I  stole  along  a  side  aisle,  and  reached  a  point 
whence  I  could  clearly  and  easily  discern  the  features 
of  that  redoubted  hidalgo,  the  *'  Capitan-General."  He 
wore  a  blue  uniform,  covered  with  stars  and  orders. 
He  had  well-cut,  commanding  features,  with  a  grave, 
gentlemanly,  proud  expression,  and  stood  nearly  six 
feet  high.  He  appeared  to  pay  great  attention  to  the 
service.     Almost  all  the  Captains-general  of  Cuba  have 
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l)t'('n  offKHTH  of  hi_L,'li  nuik  in  the  Spjinisli  anii}-,  and  the 
present  one  is  no  exc'.'j)ti()n  to  that  ruU' ;  l)ut  wliere  ho 
can  have  distiuLjuished  himself  to  have  woitiiily  earned 
all  his  (h'eorations,  I  am  at  a  loss  ti»  eonceivc.  The 
\vli(»h'  of"  the  body  <»t'  the  eathech'a!  was  (»c('UjMed  l»y 
senoritas  of  all  a'^es  and  sizes,  knedin*'-  on  their  rii'fs, 
and  occasionally,  in  the  intervals  of  fannin;;',  ju'lancing 
with  an  indohnit  air  of  d*  votion  on  their  j)rayer-l)ooks. 
So  nia.ny  black  eyes  I  have  never  seen  coUecttMl  before, 
nor  so  many  ])ictures(|n(ly  dressed  women.  The  man- 
tilla is  a  very  becomini,'  head-dress,  and  there  isa^race 
and  elegance  about  it  winch  has  never  been  attained!  by 
the  most  perft'ct  specimen  of  Parisian  taste.  Fn  the  art 
of  using-  l)oth  their  eyes  and  their  fans,  the  Spanish 
women  are  supposed  to  excel  all  others.  It  is  said  that 
they  have  the  power  of  expr<.'ssin<4'  any  tender  feeling 
or  sentiment  by  means  of  this  elegant  little  appendage. 
This  is  h.aving  the  art  of  love  at  i/()nrjiu;/f'i\s'  ('iidswith 
a  vengeance  !  I  did  not  neglect  the  favourable  oppor- 
tunity afforded  me  by  this  collection  of  Spanish  beauty 
to  criticise  and  make  reflections.  I  studied  the  mass  of 
human  heads  and  faces  attentively ;  and,  though  I  saw 
numbers  who  were  interesting  and  pleasing,  I  could  not 
detect  one  face  which,  except  by  contrast,  would  have 
been  called  beautiful  in  England.  This  may,  perhaps, 
be  owing  to  the  prevailing  olive  tint  of  the  complexion, 
and  consequent  pallor  of  the  cheek,  depriving  youth  of 
half  its  charm  and  freshness,  or  to  the  gradual  effect  of 
a  tropical  climate.  I  saw  several  alarmingly  fat  old 
ladies,  worthy  heljDmates    for    Daniel    Lambert.      The 
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service  at  the  catliedral  was  not  itnposing.    It  was  qnitt' 
phdn  and  nn])retcnding  after  tin*  gorgcousncss  of  La 
Ma(k'luine,  or  St.  Kocli,  at  Paris.     Tlie  altars  (it  being 
Passion-week)  were  all  in   mourning.      I  should   ninch 
have  hked,  had  it  been  possible,  to  have  remained  to 
witness  the   religions  cenanonies  of  (Jood   Friday  and 
Easter   Sundav.      Tlu^   former   of  these   davs   is   most 
strictly  observed.     No  vehicle  is  perndtted  to  trav(>rse 
the  streets,  the  shops  are  all  closed,  and  long  processions, 
in  which  a  figure  representing  the  dead  body  of  our 
Saviour  is  borne,  traverse  the  silent  streets  in  sol(>mn 
pomp.     On  Easter  Sunday  the  people,  as  if  suddenly 
relieved  from  a  stern  restraint,  plunge,  as  the  English 
did  on  the  Restoration,  into  gaiety  and  pleasure.     The 
theatres    are    open,    balls   take    place,   occasionally    a 
bull-fight  lends  its  inspiring  aid ;  and  every  onts  with 
religious    enthusiasm,    devotes    himself  or    herself  to 
personal  enjoyment. 

'  I  went  into  several  churches:  none  of  them  par- 
ticularly impressed  me ;  all  were,  of  course,  decorated 
with  palm-leaves.  The  fish-market  was  open  for  the 
wants  of  good  Catholics.  The  fish  displayed  for  sale 
are  of  bright  tropical  colours, —  beautiful  to  look  at, 
but,  I  believe,  bad  eating.  In  fact,  with  the  exception 
of  fruits,  Havana  is  not  very  satisfactorily  supplied  with 
provisions.  Meat  very  poor;  chickens  as  tough  as 
shoe-leather. 

'I  dined  with  some  friends  at  three,  and  at  five 
started  out  in  an  open  carriage,  drawn  by  two  horses, 
for  our  great  evening  drive.     The  Paseo  was  crow(ied  ; 
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tho  volnntos  filrnost  toiiclicd  cm*-!!  oHkm*.  At  onch  ond 
of  the  ]i)\\<j;  jivcTiiic,  and  at  the  turns,  were  littlo  lantMsrs 
on  hor.schack,  who  took  can;  that  tliere  was  no  jockey- 
ing or  itripropricty  at  the  corners. 

*Th('  ladies,  in  low  dresses,  with  fans  j,'raeefully 
wavinij^,  oeenf)ied  the  vehicles,  "at  ease  rcclininjj^." 

'We  travers(!(l  the  whoh;  len<j^th  of  tlu;  Paseo  several 
times,  and  after  adniirin^j;'  tin;  scene,  and  criticising  the 
various  groups  presented,  like  tahlaaux  vivans,  to  our 
eyes,  found  ourselves  in  a  few  minutes  crossing  a  draw- 
bridge over  a  inilitary  ditch,  and  just  entering  the 
Paseo  d'Ysabel  S(!gunda —  the  (ireat  Drive.  This  drive 
is  a  broad  road,  planted  on  each  side  with  elegant  palm- 
trees,  and  running  parallel  to  the  fortitications  of  the 
town  —  venerable,  pictures(|ue-looking  old  bastions, 
which  it  would  be  a  shame,  on  account  of  the  facility 
of  the  exploit,  to  breach.  In  this  "  Paseo "  is  the 
"Theatre  del  Tacon,"  of  which  the  "  Jlabaneros  "  are 
extremely  proud,  and  which  they  show  to  strangers 
with  the  exultant  superiority  of  conscious  excellence. 
It  is  certainly  a  pretty  house,  the  interior  fitted  up 
with  great  taste,  lightness,  and  elegance.  In  size  it 
must  be  inferior  to  our  opera-house  at  Covent  Garden. 
There  were  no  perfornumces  going  on  wliile  I  was 
there  (Passion-week),  but  the  theatre  was  to  be  opened 
on  Easter  Sunday.  A  nigger  showed  us  the  building, 
and  took  us  to  a  lofty  point,  from  whence  he  intended 
that  we  should  look,  not  at  the  fine  view  of  the  city 
spread  out  at  our  feet,  and  bathed  in  rich  light,  but  at 
the  mysterious  ropes  and  pulleys  which  regulated  and 
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pro(hiccd  tljc miraculous  Htafjf('-('fTr('tsofra[>i(lap[)rararu'(^ 
and  disappearance  with  which  our  cv's  arc  so  ("Specially 
delighted  in  pantoniiiuc.  'I'hcrc  were  all  kinds  of  dusty 
and    tawdry  sta^^c^-tincry   and    properties    heaped    pro- 


dust' 


niiscuousiy  to;jj<'tlier,  ainoULj;  which  a  vi'ry  dusty  an( 
mild  hrown  bear  was  pntminent.  Our  jjjuide  wrote  on 
the  wall  the  number  of  people  the  th(>atre  would  hold, 
and  furnished  us  with  otiier  statistics,  which  our  bar- 
barous ii^aiorance  aluue  prevented  our  properly  appre- 
ciatiu<(. 

'  After  this  inspection  of  the  tlieatre,  and  a  deli<;htfid 
view  of  tin;  city  from  an  elevated  window,  we  haih'd  :i 
volante,  and  merely  sayin<^  "  Paseo  "  to  our  nii;<^er  hors*'- 
man,  threw  ourselves  back  and  assume<l  a  [)leasin;jj  ,'ind 
indifferent  expression,  .'is  if  we  had  been  natives  of  the 
city,  Jind  a  drive  in  a  volante  was  our  custom  always  of 
an  afternoon.     The  weather  seemed   rather  inclined  to 
be  showery,  so  "  the  dear  little  creatures  "  did  not  show 
themselves   in  such  nund)ers  as  we  had  hoped,  and  tis 
we  were  fully  prepared  to  admire.     We,  however,  saw  a 
good  many.     Low  dresses,  bare  arms,  and  mantillas,  cer- 
tainly look  odd  at  first ;  and  what  is  still  more;  remark- 
able, the  low  dresses,  bare  arms,  and  mantillas  do  not 
endeavour,  or  very  rarely  so,  to  heighten  their  charms 
by  contrast  with  the  sombre  black  coats  of  the  worse 
portion   of  the   conmninity.     The   ladies  were  almost 
invariably  alone ;  the  gentlemen  gazed  on  them  with 
respectful    admiration   from    beneath    the   palm-trees. 
"  The  Paseo,"  or  regular  evening  drive,  is  of  some  extent. 
After  traversing  the  main  avenue,  the  volantcs  skirt  the 
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edge  of  an  enclosure  sacred  to  bull-fights,  and  follow  a 
road  almost  at  riglit  angles  to  the  main  one,  leading 
through  trees  and  gardens  adorned  with  the  magnificent 
vegetation  of  the  tropics.  From  several  points  very 
pretty  peeps  at  the  city  and  surrounding  country  are 
obtainable,  and  a  view  to  please  horrormongers,  of  the 
small  castle  wliere  Lopez  and  his  fellow-countrymen 
were  garrotted,  is  caught  from  one  of  the  avenues  near 
the  town.  Statues  adorn  "  the  Paseo  "  at  several  points. 
That  of  Isabel  in  tlie  principal  road  is  of  bronze,  and 
represents  the  queen  as  an  insignificant,  pug-nosed,  little 
dwarf,  who  looks  in  that  vast  space  more  like  the  statue 
of  an  infant  that  had  lost  its  way  than  that  of  the  ruler 
of  Spain  and  the  Cubas. 

'We  enjoyed  our  drive  exceedingly;  I  shall  never 
forget  the  state  of  exuberant  spirits  I  was  in  from  the 
excitement  and  novelty  of  the  position  in  which  I  found 
myself.  Here  I  was,  as  it  were,  suddenly  dropped  in 
the  midst  of  a  strange  land,  among  people  speaking  a 
foreign  language,  and  of  an  aspect  perfectly  different 
from  any  I  had  before  encountered :  then  the  richness, 
singularity,  and  beauty  of  the  tropical  vegetation,  the 
eastern  effect  of  the  elegant  palm-trees  bathed  in  sun- 
shine, the  associations  of  the  old  glories  of  Columbus 
and  of  Spain  —  these  and  a  thousand  other  thoughts 
and  images  started  up,  and  occupied  and  exhilarated  my 
mind.  What  a  contrast  do  the  formal  silly  pigmies 
of  the  present  day  in  Cuba  present  to  their  great 
ancestors !  They  retain,  like  the  fallen  Greeks,  their 
pride,  prejudices,  and  religion,  but  nothing  or  little  else. 
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'  Their  women  retain  the  eyes  of  their  ancestors, 
and  their  rich  and  beautiful  black  hair;  but  they 
are  burnt  up  by  a  scorching  tropical  sun,  and  get 
fat,  from  eating  and  laziness,  in  their  premature  old  age. 
I  saw  one  stout  old  woman  at  the  cathedral,  engaged  at 
her  devotions,  whose  arm  would  have  made  a  leg  for  a 
man  of  six  feet  high. 

'  Both  sexes  marry  at  a  very  early  age. 

'■A  young  fellow  who  sliared  my  room  witli  me,  and 
who  had  accpiived  a  smattering  of  the  English  language 
l)ya  residence  in  the  States,  told  me,  with  evident  satis- 
faction at  the  astonishment  his  disclosure  produced, 
that  his  father  had  married  at  fourteen  and  his  mother 
at  twelve,  that  after  two  years  their  union  was  blessed, 
and  that  his  mother  had  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
two,  after  having  presented  her  husband  with  twelve 
children. 

'  There  is  a  great  deal  of  formality  in  Spanish  society, 
1  nd  tlie  Spaniards  do  not  appear  inclined  to  amalgamate 
with  foreigners.  I  was  told  at  the  English  consul's,  by 
his  daughter,  that  even  if  you  come  to  the  Havana 
armed  with  tlie  best  letters  vi  introduction  to  the  best 
Spanish  society,  the  probability  is  that  you  will  merely 
be  honoured  by  a  visit  frcjm  the  party  to  whom  your 
letter  may  be  addressed ;  told  impressively  that  his 
house,  and  all  that  he  possesses,  is  at  your  service,  and 
then  have  your  existence  most  flatteringly  ignored.  I 
am  inclined  to  think  that  this  picture  may  be  exagge- 
rated, and  am  pretty  certain  that  the  stime  state  of 
things  does  not  at  all  events  exist  in  the  country ;  the 
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rich  planters,  like  all  other  great  Umcled  proprietors,  are 
generally,  I  fancy,  hospitable,  kind,  and  generous,  and 
the  arrival  of  a  stranger  is  considered  an  agreeable 
event.  After  a  very  pkiasant  and  lively  drive,  I  re- 
turned to  my  liotol,  drank  tea,  and  dressed  in  evening 
costume  to  pay  my  respects  to  his  excellency  the 
Englisli  consul.  I  was  sliown  up  a  flight  of  stone, 
uncarpetted  steps,  and  found  mine  liost  (le(ip  in  a 
ru])ber,  sitting  with  tlu'ee  other  gentlemen  in  a  hall 
outside  his  drawinu'-room,  and  dressed  in  a  delijjfhtfullv 
cool,  refreshing  white  uniform.  He  received  me  v<,'ry 
kindly,  and  introduced  me  to  his  wife  and  daugliter. 
His  wife  was  a  very  pretty  woman.  Several  other  ladies, 
in  eveniuf/  dreHU,  called  to  pay  their  movnin<j  visits,  and 
a  good  many  Spaniards,  who  paid  a  formal  visit  of  two 
or  three  minutes,  and  retired  after  a  couple  of  compli- 
mentary speeches,  and  a  casual  remark  on  soiTie  topic, 
corresponding,  I  suppose,  to  the  weather  in  England. 
Crawford's  drawing-room  was  paved  with  black  and 
white  marble,  forming  a  tesselated  pavement.  Tliere 
was  little  or  no  furniture ;  and,  in  fact,  the  principal 
ornaments  were  some  very  ricli  and  beautiful  flowers, 
v/hich  being  alone,  as  it  were,  in  tlieir  glory,  without 
damask  and  gold  to  vie  witli  them,  shone  pure  and  con- 
spicuous. Everything  looked  cool  and  airy :  furniture 
in  this  hot  climate  would  be  too  oppressive.  I  was 
asked  if  I  could  play  whist,  and  replying  in  tlie  aflfirma- 
tive,  was  immediately  booked  for  a  series  of  rubbers. 
Tea  interrupted  our  game.  I  sat  next  to  a  fine  and 
pretty  woman,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Crawford's,  who  had  passed 
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several  years  in  Germany  :  slie  must  have  been  brouiijlit 
up,  however,  in  Cuba,  as  she  strongly  objected  to  the 
European  fasliion  of  wearinjT^  bonnets.  After  tea,  iced 
eliainpaj^ne  and  fruit  were  1  landed  round.  I  tiiouglit 
the  champagne  an  (de<;ant  and  j;"ood  idea.  After  out' 
more  ru))ber,  I  manag<!d  to  escape  from  the  whist-tabh', 
and  have  a  chat  with  3Iiss  (Vawford  and  lier  brotlier; 
listening  also  to  the  singing  of  some  American  ladies. 
The  Spanish  country  dance  followed  the  music,  and  I 
was  a  pleased  spectator  of  its  gracefulness.  At  half- 
past  eleven  I  took  my  leave ;  and  then,  as  [  (h'scended 
the  stairs,  thought  for  the  Hrst  time  that  I  had  to  find 
my  way  to  my  hotel  the  best  way  I  could,  unless  I 
])othered  Crawford  to  procure  a  volante  for  me.  I  had 
a  general  notion  of  the  geography  of  tlie  city,  and  of  the 
bearings  of  its  streets,  and  I  felt  pretty  certain  that,  if 
I  could  manage  to  strike  the  lmr])our,  I  shouhl  soon 
find  myself  on  ground  made  familiar  by  my  morning's 
wanderings. 

'  I  accordingly  struck  off  in  a  straight  line.  There 
was  a  beautiful  clear  moon  and  a  star-spangled  sky  to 
guide  me,  and  f  felt  confident  tliat  I  should  soon 
manage  to  reach  home.  While  walking  dcnvn  a  narrow, 
straight  street,  I  perceived  a  figure,  with  a  long  pike  in 
its  hand,  leaning  against  a  wall,  with  a  lantern  at  its 
feet  :  it  proved  to  ])e  a  watcliman,  guarding  the  slum- 
berinj*'  citv. 

'  Befon;  Tacon's  time,  Havana  was  a  most  unsafe  city, 
and  the  scene  of  manv  robberies  and  midniuht  assaults. 
I'nder   his   firm   and   able  rule,   a  pro])er   guanl    was 
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organised  for  the  protection  of  the  city,  and  it  is  now 
considered  as  safe  as  any  large  city  in  America.     I  was 
rejoiced  by  the  sight  of  the  calm  water  of  the  harbour. 
After  a  few  minutes'  walk,  got  upon  some  well-known 
ground,  and  soon  found  my  way  home.     ]\Iy  bedroom 
was  at  the  top  of  the  hotel,  and  I  was  told  in  the  morn- 
ing that  the  house  was  too  crowded  to  admit  of  my 
enjoying  an  apartment  to  myself,  so  that  it  was  with 
mini>led  feelino-s  of  doubt  and  curiosity  that  I  entered 
my  apartment.     Two  large  beds,  with  mos(piito-curtains 
well  drawn  down,  and  concealing  all  that  might  be  in 
or  on  them,  greeted  my  eye  on  my  entrance.     Perhaps 
they  were  both  occupied.     I  made  a  cursory  inspection 
of  the   apartment,    imd   perceived   a   pair   of  foreign 
boots  and  some  clotlies  in  the  vicinity  of  one  of  the 
mysterious  couches,  and  nothing  of  the  same  character 
near  the  other.     I  lifted  the  curtain,  and,  to  my  great 
delight,  found  the  bed  unoccupied.     Undressed  speedily 
and  popped  into  it,  wondering  what  sort  of  a  fellow  the 
owner  of  the  boots  might  be,  and  carefully  placing  my 
waistcoat,   with  my   little  property  in    it,    under    my 
pillow.     JSlept  pretty  well,     (^uite  a  luxury  to  be  ashore 


again. 


'M(irch2l, — The  Spaniard  with  whom  I  was  doubled 
up,  in  answer  to  several  enquiries  I  made  respecting  the 
sugar  trade  and  sugar  plantations,  told  me  that,  at  the 
opposite  side  of  the  harbour,  I  should  see  a  great  sugar 
store,  and  possibly  get  some  information  as  to  the  pro- 
bability of  seeing  a  plantation  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Havana.     Accordingly,  armed  ^vith  a  Spanish  direction 
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worded  tluis,  "  A  Keghi  Establecimientos  y  Ahnacen  y 
de  Azucar,"  1  walked  to  the  harbour,  passing  on  my  way 
the  square  opposite  the  captain-generaFs,  where  several 
companies  of  a  regiment  were  undergoing  an  inspection, 
and,  hailing  a  little  boat  witli  a  wliito  awning,  threw 
myself  in  it,  pronounced  the  words  *' a  regla"vvith  the 
nearest  approach  to  the  air  of  a  native  I  could  assiune, 
and  sank  into  the  back  seat.  The  harbour  at  this  earlv 
hour  looked  bright  and  beautiful;  tlie  air  on  the 
water  was  soothing  and  delightful.  I  gazed  round  me 
on  the  charming  landscape  and  clear  sky  with  a  feeling 
of  enjoyment  I  hope  worthy  of  tlie  most  pleasant 
and  agreeable  portion  of  a  s[)ring  day  in  the  tro])ics. 
]\iy  boatman,  wlu-n  we  got  "a  regla,"  wanted  to  cheat 
me,  seeing  that  I  was  a  stranger  and  an  Englishman, 
and  probably  thinking  that  several  ejaculations  of  his 
in  praise  of  the  "Inglesi"'  while  crossing  the  harbour 
would  have  softened  my  heart,  and  opened  the  palm  of 
generosity.  Nothing,  however,  have  1  greater  dislike 
to  than  being  cheated  ;  and,  therefore,  after  a]jpe:iling  to 
one  or  two  bystanders,  and  endeavouring,  in  inferior 
French,  to  exphun  the  state  of  the  case,  and  gathering, 
from  their  gestures  and  manner,  tiiat  L  was  in  the  right, 
I  gave  my  friend  half  what  he  asked,  and  walked  oft. 

'I  was  destined  to  \m'.  disappitinted  with  the  "  Ksta- 
blecimiento  de  Azucar."  I  found  nothing  but  some 
spacious  stores,  in  which  were  piled  up  inniiineraldo 
casks  of  sugar  and  molasses,  and  several  vessels  lying 
off  the  wharves  lading.  Stalwart  niggers,  almost  nude, 
were  working  hard  at  moving  casks,  and  a  few  formal- 
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looking  Spanisli  siiporintondents  were  gazing  on  tlieir 
efforts  witli  a  stupefied  air.  To  one  of  tliese  I  appealed, 
and  endeavoured,  in  Freneli,  to  make  him  compreliend 
tliat  I  particularly  wislied  to  see  a  sugar  estate,  and  that 
I  could  only  spare  a  few  hours  to  see  it  in.  He  said 
something  about  meeting  me  at  Kegla  during  the  after- 
noon, or  appointing  some  one  else  to  do  so,  I  do  not 
now  quite  recollect  which.  I  can  only  remember  that 
his  answers  were  unsatisfactory,  and  that  I  abandoned 
the  scheme.  I  wandered  on  the  shores  of  the  harbour, 
and  endeavoured  to  reach  the  citadel  of  La  Cabanos, 
but  found  a  marsh  intervening,  the  distance  farther  than 
I  had  anticipated,  and  the;  sun  gradually  mounting 
liiglier  in  the  heavens,  and  increasing  in  ferocity.  I 
looked  out  in  vain  for  Ijoats,  and  wandered  on,  begin- 
ning to  feel  very  hot,  and  rather  tired,  when  I  crossed  a 
railway  line,  and  immediately  began  following  it  towards 
the  shore,  guided  l)y  the  advice  of  an  old  cottager, 
who  inlracuhmsbj  understood  a  word  or  two  of  English, 
and  who,  pointing  to  the  line,  emphatically  told  me  to 
"Follow  him."  I  found  the  cars,  drawn  hy  five  or  six 
onulcs,  had  just  arrived,  and,  following  the  passengers, 
was  soon  on  board  a  steam  ferry,  which  took  me  over 
the  harbour  in  a  few  minutes,  and  for  a  small  sum.  It 
landed  its  passengers  in  a  part  of  the  city  I  was  not 
altogether  acquainted  with,  and  my  morning's  walk  was 
lengthened  ))y  my  again  losing  my  way,  and  wandering 
through  a  labyrinth  of  narrow  streets ;  I  was  quite 
ready  for  my  light  claret,  breakfast,  and  cigar,  after  all 
this  hot  work.     My  wanderings  had  led  me  through  the 
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"  Almeda  de  Paula,"  a  fine  broad  walk,  planted  with 
trees,  and  close  to  the  harbour. 

'The  Habaneros  very  sensibly  make  the  strecits  of  tlu; 
body  of  their  town,  where  l)usin»'ss  is  ijerturiiird,  nar- 
row, in  order  to  be  cool  and  shady,  and  their  evening 
drives,  which  are  not  used  till  the  sun's  rays  ari;  becom- 
ing horizontal,  broad  and  spacious,  I  made  my  pur- 
chases of  cigars,  fans,  and  preserves  to-day,  and  ealk'd 
on  the  consul  to  re(|uest  him  to  advance  me  some 
money,  as  my  Charleston  misfortune  liad  reduced  my 
finances  so  consitlerably,  that  I  had  no  money  to  get 
])ack  with,  or  scarcely  any,  after  paying  my  fare  by  the 
steamer.  ][(.'  told  me  he  should  be  most  happy  to  ad- 
vance whatever  I  wanted,  and  to  call  at  hi.^  office  again 
at  two  o'clock  ;  he  was  engaged  in  some  law  business 
with  regard  to  a  brig  seized  as  a  slaver,  whose  owners 
positively  asserted  she  was  merely  mt^ant  for  the  sugar 
trade.  Crawford  was  not  at  his  office  at  two  wluni  I 
called :  and  in  the  evening,  when  I  took  Marcv  to  in- 
troduce  to  him,  I  learned  tliat  the  whole  family  had  gon*; 
into  the  country.  I  should  havt;  been  in  a  fix  if  Marcy 
had  not  kindly  accepted  my  draft  on  Cox  and  Co.  for 
20/.,  and  paid  me  that  sum. 

*  i\Iy  last  evening  in  Cuba  was  delightful.  Tlu^  moon 
shone  brightly  on  the  city,  and  the  music  of  the  band 
had  a  soothing  and  almost  melancholy  effect.  I  felt 
sorry  to  be  obliged  to  hurry  from  the  place ;  it  had  a 
kind  of  fascination  about  it,  and,  as  Willis  says,  pos- 
sessed the  rare  merit  of  "just  enough  amusement  and 
excitement  to  prevent  ennaL^\\\^\o\^i  nroducinii' 
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It  is  quite  a  contrast  in  this  respect  to  London,  Paris, 
or  any  of  those  great  gay  phices  during  the  l)ustle  and 
exciteirient  of  tlieir  seasons. 

''March  22. —  Our  steamer  got  under  weigh  at 
half-past  six.  I  had  been  up  at  five,  and  had  managed 
to  get  my  hist  cup  of  coffee  at  "The  Imperial,"  where 
they  certainly  made  it  worthy  of  an  emperor,  and  to 
buy  some  cigarettes.  The  Spaniard  who  had  been 
doubled  U])  witli  mo  on  shore  was  my  companiim  on 
the  voyage,  lie  was  very  ill,  and  almost  did  for  me 
the  next  morning:  the  motion  of  the  vessel,  bad  as  it 
is,  is  nothing  to  the  spectacle  of  the  misery  of  others 
on  board.  I,  however,  escaped  illness  on  both  my 
voyages.  We  had  a  very  violent  thunder-storm  on 
the  first  night  after  leaving  the  Havana,  and  got  to 
Charleston,  after  a  (luick  run,  on  Friday  morning.  The 
voyag(,'  was  without  incident.  We  were  out  of  sight  of 
land,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  Gulf  Stream  all  the  time. 
We  saw  several  flying  fish,  scudding  along  and  rising- 
very  prettily  from  the  water,  but  did  not  encounter  the 
sea-serjient,  or  any  other  redoubtable  "  monster  of  the 
deep."  I  made  the  accpuiintance  on  my  passage  of 
two  Oxford  men,  who  seemed  very  good  fellows.  They 
had  been  through  ]\Iexico  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
Western  States ;  they  gave  glowing  descriptions  of 
Mexican  scenery,  but  drew  a  melancholy  picture  of 
the  degraded,  miserable  state  of  the  ^Mexicans  them- 
selves. Every  kind  of  vice,  scarcely  credible,  prevail 
among  them.  I  got  my  cigars  and  preserves  passed 
through    the    Custom    House    after   paying    a    heavy 
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dnty  of  forty  per  cent.  As  it  was  Good  Friday,  I  went 
to  church. 

'  8aw  Tliackeray  and  Crowe  again,  and  caUed  on 
the  former  and  gave  him  a  description  of  my  trip  to 
Cuba. 

*  March  28. — Up  early  on]  deck  to  see  the  entrance 
to  the  harbour  of  New  York.  ^Morning  tine,  cohl,  clear, 
and  frosty — quite  a  contrast  to  the  weatlicr  I  liad  a 
few  days  before  ])een  enjoying.  The  entrance  to  tlie 
harbour  of  New  York  is  not  only  beautiful,  but  strong; 
two  forts  opposite  one  another,  built  according  to  the 
latest  principles  of  art,  stand  like  grim  sentinels  guard- 
ing it — a  sort  of  modernised  imitation  of  the  castles  on 
each  side  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbour  of  Havana.  I 
went  to  the  Clarendon  at  New  York,  a  quiet  hotel,  and 
a  great  contrast  to  the  noisy  vast  Metropolitan.  I 
stayed  two  or  three  days  at  New  York,  and  returned  to 
Montreal  vlu  Hudson  Eiver  Kail  way,  sleeping  again  at 
Rouse's  Point,  and  recrossing  the  St.  Lawrence  in  a 
half-frozen  and  rather  dangerous  state  on  th(;  2nd  of 
April,  after  an  absence  of  about  seven  weeks  from 
Montreal. 

'  I  found  everything  at  Montreal  on  my  return  look- 
ing miserable.  The  streets  almost  impassable  from  half- 
melted  snow ;  the  air  raw,  damp,  and  chilly  ;  every  one 
laid  up  with  influenza  and  bad  spirits. 

'  The  bustle  and  excitement  of  my  journey  had  dissi- 
pated the  gloom  I  laboured  under  on  starting  almost 
entirely ;  but  after  being  back  several  days  I  found  the 
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blue  (lovils  pjradiuilly  b('<]finninf:f  to  exert  their  influence. 
I  liiul  Ji  toucli  of  !i;4'ue  and  a  .sore  tliroat,  and  found 
myself  affected  by  tlie  tryin<,'  chanf^es  of  weatli(;r,  like 
everyone  elne,  till  tlu;  liorril)l<!  snow  disappeansd,  and 
the  sun  and  nature  began  to  exert  their  revivifying 
influence.' 
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CHAPTER   X. 


QUEBEC — GAVAZZI    RIOTS — RUMOURS   OF   WAR. 


Miin."  11,  !>*');{. 

QUEBE(\  Montroal,  and,  in  fact,  tlie  whole  country, 
have  been  enlivened  in  a  manner  which  we  neither 
anticipated  nor  are  abhj  to  appreciate.  Fatiier  (Javazzi 
has  appeared  like  a  firebrand  anion^jf  us,  and,  in  fact, 
set  the  whole  popuhition  by  tlie  ears  —  Protestants 
against  Roman  CathoHcs,  and  both  a;^ainst  tlie  sokliery. 
There  has  been  a  riot  at  Quebec,  iiappily  unaccom- 
panied by  k)ss  of  life.  In  ^Montreal,  however,  the 
military  have  tired  upon  the  people,  and  killed  and 
wounded  twenty-six  of  tliem.  Here  an  attempt  was 
made  by  an  armed  mob  of  wild  Irishmen  to  murder 
Gavazzi  while  delivering  his  lecture.  (lavazzi  behaved 
in  the  most  gallant  manner;  did  not  throw  away  a 
single  blow,  but  felled  his  assailants,  as  they  successively 
endeavoured  to  clamber  into  the  pulpit,  in  a  manner 
which  would  have  excited  the  admiration  of  tlie  vene- 
rable Ben  Caunt.  He  contemplated  the  tumultucjus 
assembly  with  a  smile  of  contempt,  and  declared,  if 
allow^ed  a  fair  field  and  a  wall  to  lean  against,  he  would 
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fi'^ht  tlu' vvliolr  lof  nftlicm.  TlifV  siiccocdrd,  after  ;i  timo, 
ill  ImrliiiL,'  liim  tVuiii  tlu'  imlpil,  and  lie  ])ite'l»tMl,  for- 
tunately for  liiiMScIf,  on  Honw  cushions  wliidi  liad  lu-cn 
removed  from  a  pew,  or  l»is  Hkull  would  infallildy  have 
iH'cn  fractured. 

'When  ])ursued  hy  the  niolt  into  a  vault  beneath  tlio 
dnu'cli,  lie  merely  coolly  ste))|>ed  one  pace  to  his  ri;^dit, 
and  the  moh  rushin:^  past  him,  !j;roped  with  murderous 
hands  in  vain  in  the  darkness.  The  I^'rench  Canadians 
have  taken  no  part  in  these  oiitraj^'es;  indeed,  at  .Afon- 
treal,  they  expressed  their  (hep  horror  at  the  conduct 
of  thes(!  Irish  fanatics. 

'The  2Gth  reL,Mment,  who  have  been  at  Montreal,  and 
excit(Hl  such  violent  feelin:;s  hy  tirinjj;*  on  a  peaceful 
con<»reL!;ation  retiriu<;  from  church,  liave  only  just 
arriv{.'(l  in  the  country.  How  or  by  whom  the  order 
to  fire  could  have  been  jj^iven  remains  a  mystery.  Some 
of  the  most  peaceful  and  innocent  inhabitants  have 
fallen  victims  to  it.  (javazzi,  indeed,  has  appeared  like 
a  spirit  of  evil  in  this  country.  Hy  attackinij^  the  tenets 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  in  an  insulting,  scornfid, 
and  unchristian  manner,  he  has"  excited  to  the  utmost 
the  relij^ious  animosity  and  hatred  of  the  Irish,  and  the 
great  mass  of  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  Lower  provinces ; 
and  has  revived  that  bitter  feeling  of  religious  enmity, 
whicli  it  lias  been  the  policy  of  Government  to  soften 
and  repress,  and  which  will  be  a  source  of  weakness 
and  disunion  from  which,  I  fear,  the  colony  will  not 
very  soon  recover.  The  whole  business  is  a  painful 
one,  and  in  every  way  to  be  regretted.' 
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Notlunpf  of  p^cneral  Interest  is   mentioned  eitlier  in 

mv  l)rot]»er's  letters  or  iournal  until   Felnuarv   l.S/>4, 

when  news  of  nn  imprndiiig  war  with  Kussia  readied 

Canada. — Editoii.] 

'Qtu'boc:  F.'l).  2iM.So4. 

*  Reports  liave  reaelied  us  here  of  wars  and  rumours 
of  wars,  and  I  su]>})(>s<'  Kni;land  will  sliortly  ))e  eni;au^ed 
in  the  terril)h'  tliou^li  j;lorious  struLj^<^le  into  whieh,  after 
somucliministerial  vacillation,  shehasat  leUL^th entered. 
I  should  like  to  ])e  ordered  oiit  to  the  scene  of  action; 
but  as  T  have  not  heen  so  \nn\j;  on  foreinrn  service!  as 
many  others  in  Canada,  I  shall  probably  be;  ke|)t  out 
here  another  year,  when  Nicholas  will  have  drawn  in 
his  horns,  and  the  Htru<i^i;le  have  come  to  an  end. 

'It  may  be  imagined  lunv  eaj^erly  we  look  for  news 
of  the  march  of  events  in  this  ice-bound  corner  of  the 
earth,  where  news  re(iuires  ;i  fortnight  to  penetrate. 
Just  at  this  crisis,  all  measures  of  military  reform  and 
reori^anisation  are  important.  The  "•  (Quarterly  .l\(!view," 
about  a  year  ag'o,  discussed  the  injustice  and  folly  of  the 
present  system  of  promotion  in  the  Ordnance  Corps, 
and  pointed  out  its  cavils  and  discourajj^ements.  In  many 
rej^imenta  of  the  service  I  mi<i;"l)t  have  been  u  captain, 
or  next  door  to  it ;  in  tlie  Eni^'ineers  I  cannot  hope  to 
be  one  in  less  than  ten  or  twelve  years  indeed,  if  the 
present  system  continue;  and  I  shall  be  fortunate  if  I 
am  even  then.  My  colonel  at  (Quebec  was  twenty-three 
vears  a  subaltern ! 

'  I  am  leadings  a  cpiict  life  for  a  soldier.  I  generally 
rise  at  seven,  and  read  or  write  for  a  couple  of  hours 
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before  breakfast.  (At  present  that  period  is  devoted  to 
an  essay  on  fcjrtification.)  In  tlie  winter,  when  there  is 
little  professional  work  to  be  done,  two  h(jurs  ji^enerally 
suffice  for  the  office.  Two  liours  more  in  tlie  afternoon 
I  devote  to  reading  liistory,  and  tlie  rest  of  the  day  is 
given  up  to  exercise  and  aaiuseinent.  ]>alls  and  parties 
interfere  a  great  deal  with  my  arrangements.  Late 
liours  do  not  suit  me  at  all :  I  leel  want  of  sleep  much 
more  than  fatigue.  However,  Lent  and  its  forty  days 
of  rest  are  approaching,  and  the  restless  automaton 
motions  will  cease  for  a  while. 

'"April  2(). —  To-day  is  appointed  to  be  kept  as  a 
fast-day  throughout  (ireat  Britain.  I  liave  just  been 
to  the  cathedral,  and  listened  to  a  powerful  and  eloipient 
sermon,  preached  l)y  Dr.  Adanison,  in  aid  of  the  wives 
and  children  of  the  soldiers  who  have  been  sent  1o  the 
war,  to  iiiiiit  the  ])attles  of  their  countrv  and  of  civili- 
sation.  Dr.  Adamson  commenced  his  discourse  by  a 
retrospective  glance  at  the  triumphs  and  progress  of 
religion,  education,  and  enlightenment,  since  the  ter- 
mination of  the  last  great  war. 

*  He  described  the  rapture  and  gratitude  of  the  nations 
of  Europe  when  the  sw(a\l,  which  had  spread  desolation 
over  the  fairest  countries  of  the  earth  iov  a  (piarter  of 
a  century,  was  at  length  returned  to  its  sciibbard. 
Man  then  became,  socially,  morally,  and  politically, 
another  being,  and  step  by  step  peace  achieved  gentle 
and  unostentatious  but  glorious  triumphs.  A  rude 
hand,  however,  has  shattered  the  beautiful  fabric  of 
victorv  sihe  had  roared.     Peace  Is  no  more!     The  sword 
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a;j,'ain  flashes  forth ;  a^ain  the  notes  of  wailin^!^  arc 
lieard.  England,  united  to  a  sistir  wliose  liaud  had 
h)ii!''  been  withludd  from  licr,  has  (h'awn  tlie  sword  to 
protect  the  oppressed,  and  to  eliastise  tlie  oppressor. 
After  dwelling' for  some  time  on  the  efforts  beiuiij  made 
in  tliis  strug«>;le  ]iy  civilised  luirope,  the  jjreucher  intro- 
duced the  important  subject  of  ln"s  discourse.  He 
reminded  his  hearers  that  o-reat  sacrifices  were  neces- 
sary to  accomplisli  great  objects. 

' "  The  statesman  devoted  liis  time,  liis  talents,  his 
licalth,  his  days,  his  nights,  to  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try. Who  can  justly  appreciate  Ids  lal)ours,  liis  anxieties, 
his  noble  almegation  of  self,  the  magnitude  of  his  sacri- 
fices and  his  services? 

'"But  the  women  of  England, —  the  wives,  the 
mothers,  the  sisters  of  soldiers, —  what  did  Umy  con- 
tribute to  the  war?  One  gave  the  father  of  her 
children;  another  her  dear  son,  the  pride  of  her  old 
age;  a  third  a  brother;  a  fourth,  perhaps,  one  who 
stood  in  a  dearer  relation  still,  whose  loss  would  crush 
her  young  heart,  make  life  a  blank  to  her,  and  leave 
her  the  sorrow,  too  deep  for  utterance,  of  unwedded 
widowhood. 

'  "  And  shall  we  i  fTer  them  nothing  in  return  ?  Shall 
we  refuse  our  syaipathy  and  jissistance  in  their  deso- 
lation and  distress  ?  "  ' 

[Another  considerable  ])reak  occurs  here  in  the 
journal,  and  nothing  worthy  of  notice  is  recorded 
until  the  summer,  when  cholera  uf  extreme  severity 
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visited  Quebec.  INIy  brotlier  exerted  liimself  to  miti- 
gate, as  for  as  lay  in  his  power,  tlie  suffering  of  tlie 
unfortunate  poor  in  tlie  Lower  Town,  and  it  is  pleasant 
to  reflect,  that  liis  last  acts  in  Canada  were  those  of 
unostentatious  charity. — Editok.] 

'  Quebec  :  July  20, 18o4. 

*  Ninety-four  degrees  in  the  shade.  We  are  in  the  heart 
of  our  terrific  summer.  We  have  had  the  thermometer  up 
to  96°  in  the  shade,  and  no  rain  for  about  a  fortnight. 
The  cholera  is  prevalent  in  the  dirty,  badly  ventilated 
streets  of  the  Lower  Town,  where  many  sailors,  emi- 
grants, &c.,  have  fallen  victims  to  it. 

'  The  Upper  Town,  where  I  live,  has  as  yet,  in  a  great 
measure,  been  spared ;  but  everyone  feels  the  necessity 
of  great  prudence  and  caution. 

*As  a  means  of  enlightening  'he  ignorant  population, 
who  were  mnrked  out  from  their  habits  of  life,  and  the 
locality  in  which  they  resided,  as  the  most  probable 
victims  of  the  disease,  I  have  had  1,000  copies  of 
the  Government  regulations  for  the  prevention  of 
cholera,  issued  in  England  in  1847,  printed  and  circu- 
lated, distinguishing  the  more  important  paragraphs  by 
the  employment  of  larger  type.  I  have  also  strongly 
advocated,  in  several  letters  to  the  (Quebec  papers,  the 
necessity  of  the  formation  of  a  society  for  the  relief  and 
assistance  of  distressed  emigrants  at  Quebec.  My  obser- 
vations have  been  ftivourably  received  and  commented 
upon,  and  I  have  it  now  in  contemplati(m  to  appeal  to 
the  clergy  of  Quebec,  to  afford  their  countenance  and 
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support  to  my  design,  and  to  solicit  the  assistance  of 
the  Colonial  Grovernnient. 

*A  central  board  of  health  has  l)een  established  at 
(Quebec,  of  which  several  of  my  friends  here  wish  nio  to 
be  elected  a  nioniber.  Tlie  nomination  would  be  an 
honour,  but  involve  at  the  same  time  great  respon- 
sibility and  some  risk  and  trouble.  The  latter,  however, 
I  would,  I  hope,  willingly  encounter  if  I  could  do  any 
good.  The  streets  are  as  deserted  during  this  intense 
heat  as  on  the  wettest  day. 

*  If  you  can  possiljly  do  it,  and  have  any  regard  for 
your  own  health,  you  will  keep  at  iiome  till  lialf-past 
six  in  the  evening,  and  tlicii  only  take  a  ([uiet  drive. 
One  of  our  thermometers,  placed  in  the  sail  the  other 
day,  indicated,  I  am  toh^  a  temperature  of  130°.' 
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CHAPTER  XL 

BOUND  FOR  THE  CRIMEA — ARRIVAL  AT  SEBASTOrOL. 

'  Aiifrust  1855. 

*  ri^HE  scene  chan^'es  ag'ain.  Tlie  uncertainty  of  a 
J-  soldier's  life  could  not  be  better  illustrated  than 
]jy  my  last  entry.  However,  I  have  myself  to  thank 
for  it.  Hearinu'  that  the  num])er  of  Eno-iiuers  hi 'fore 
Sehastopol  was  much  reduced,  I  felt  imiiellcd  to 
volunteer  mv  services  for  the  Crimi^a,  and  to  su<>m'st 
that  an  officer,  who  mit>"ht  have  heen  invalided,  shoidd 
be  sent  to  Fort  (Jeorge  to  sup]ily  my  place. 

'I  hardly  expected  so  sudden  an  answer  as  I  re- 
ceived. A  few  days  after  my  letter  to  Colonel  Matson, 
and  while  at  Inverness,  on  my  way  to  Dinowall  in 
Koss-shire,  whither  I  was  ordered  on  some  special  duty, 
I  suddenly  had  a  letter  put  into  my  hands  from  the 
Ordnance  Office,  informing'  me  that  the  Inspector- 
General  had  approved  of  my  being-  employed  in  the 
Crimea,  and  that  I  was  to  proceed  at  once  to  liOndon, 
to  embark  as  soon  as  my  passage  should  have  been 
provided  for  me.  T  felt  mixed  sensations  of  satisfac- 
tion and  regret.     I   felt  sorry,  after  getting  perfectly 
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settled,  nnd  liaving  found  several  pleasant  acquaintances, 
to  be  suddenly  ordered  oft'  at  a  iiioment's  notice, — and 
glad  at  the  opportunity  of  witnessini;*  some  of  the  «4'reat 
and  stirring  scenes  wliich  were  so  completely  ahsorhiuy,' 
the  attention  of  Europe.  I  endeavoured  to  assume 
cheerfulness,  thoUL;h  my  heart  was  ratlier  anxious  and 
lieavv,  not  knowini*"  what  the  terrors  of  a  iiatth'-tield 
or  actual  hostilities  mij^'ht  be.  I  rather  mistrusti.'d  my 
own  powers,  and  could  only  })ray  (iod  that  [  mii^ht 
liave  strength  and  courage  to  perform  my  duty.  1  htid 
little  time  allowed  for  preparation.  I  was  obliged  to 
procure  the  various  articles  of  my  kit  with  railway 
speed,  and  was  kept  continually  travelling  between 
Hertfordshire  and  London.  My  horse  and  servant 
were  ship})ed  olf  from  Southampton  in  the  "  Ilima- 
hiva."  I  started,  after  takiu'r  leave  of  mv  relatives  at 
Brighton  and  Dover,  with  Cajttain  Nicholson,  K.E., 
overland  for  the  Crimea,  via  I'aris  and  .AiarS'-illes. 
Nicholson's  brother  travelled  with  us,  and  we  had  a 
very  pleasant  journey  to  Paris,  ;!)id  enjoyed  ourselves 
a  i>Teat  deal  the  (h'.v  after  our  arrival,  in  lionisinLC  and 
visitinyf  the  Parisian  Industrial  Exhibition. 

'  On  Friday,  Augu.-t  o,  we  left  Paris;  travel!'. 1  all 
day  and  all  night,  and  arrived  at  Mai'scillcs  on  a  hot 
iNIonday  morning,  at  (S  or  9  am.  V>'c  got  our  tickets 
for  the  steamer,  and  our  luggage  arranged,  break- 
fasted, strolled  about,  and  made  })urchases  t<»  complete 
our  kit.  Marseilles  is  a  large,  rich,  dirty,  commercial 
place;  its  streets  smell  abominably.  We  had  n^  time, 
or    were    too   tired,   to    make   a   minute   inspection  of 
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it.  At  0  P.M.  \vc  started  in  the  French  mail  steamer 
*'  Simois  "  for  Constantinople.  The  pa.ssen<>'ers  were  not 
numerous ;  but  we  liad  400  or  500  Frencli  sohliers  on 
deck,  beh)ngini^  principally  to  a  regiment  of  Chaasem's 
de  Vincennes.  As  far  as  JNIessina,  in  Sicily,  we  had 
lovely  weather — a  clear  blue  sky,  and  an  intense 
idtramarine  sea — rather  hot,  but  on  the  whole  enjoy- 
able. 

'The  Chasseurs  de  Vincennes  slept  like  sheep  on 
deck ;  but  sang,  and  made  themselves  merry  with  their 
hardships.  Some  of  them  are  very  tine,  handsome 
fellows,  with  the  soft  blue  eyes  and  dark  eyelashes 
so  popular  amon/  sentimental  young  ladies;  and  I 
am  quite  sure,  as  their  manners  are  really  good,  that, 
if  well  washed  and  dressed,  they  would  cut  respect- 
able hy:ures  in  an  EncfUsh  ball-room. 

'  At  ^Messina  we  landed  to  look  at  some  churches. 
It  is  a  very  tinely  situated  city,  but  its  inhabitants 
appear  a  dirty,  degraded  race.  The  place  itself  was 
the  most  filthy  I  had  ever  seen,  and  the  stench  in 
some  of  the  streets  insufferable.  We  took  a  short 
drive,  which  had  the  effect  of  partially  broiling  us, 
and  were  not  sorry  to  be  again  on  board,  and  imder 
weigh. 

'  We  touched  at  the  Piraeus,  drove  over  a  hot  dusty 
road  to  Athens,  eliud)ed  up  the  Acropolis,  did  the  ruins 
in  twenty  minutes  or  so,  and  returned  to  our  steamer 
as  fast  as  our  wretched  little  steed  wouhl  draw  us. 
The  remainder  of  oiu*  voyage  was  without  incident. 
The   weather   was   hot,   the    cabins    badly  ventilated, 
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and  the  Chasseurs  de  Viiieeiines  aiiythiiig  but  luille- 
jleurs. 

'Wo  readied  Constantinople  on  Monday  afternoon, 
lauded  part  of  our  haj^^i-aLCo,  and  with  diiheulty  clindied 
the  steep  liill  to  ^Tcssiris's  Jlutt-l.  Conslantinoph'  from 
the  water  did  not  disappoint  nu".  When  txaiiiinod  I 
found  it  tlie  dirtiest  plaee  I  was  ever  in,  and  tliat 
most  of  the  great  lions  were  exa<^"j;"erations,  and  h)oked 
better  on  paper  than  in  reality. — AUoni's  drawings 
are  very  faithful.  \Vc  found  at  .Ah-ssiris's  Colonel 
Gordon,  Iv.K.,  who  had  distinguished  himself  so  nuieh, 
and  been  wounded  l)efore  Se])astopol,  on  his  way  home 
for  the  l)enetit  of  liis  health.  He  seemed  to  think  we 
should  have  to  w^inter  in  the  Crimea. 

'The  deluge  whieh  poured  on  Constantinople  on  the 
day  after  our  arrival,  I  think  1  shall  never  forget. 
We  landed  our  heavy  baggage  in  the  midst  of  it. 
The  streets  resend)le(l  Scotch  mountain  water-courses ; 
and  how  our  porters,  with  their  heavy  loads,  contrived 
to  struggle  up  the  almost  perpendicular  hill  through 
the  midst  of  it,  I  know  not.  The  thing,  however,  was 
accomplished.  The  rain  lasted  all  day,  and  we  could 
do  little  or  nothing. 

'Next  morning  Nichohoa  .Mid  nivself  went  over  in 
a  caique  (with  Mure  of  the  42nd,  aide-de-camp  to 
General  ]\[;ivkham)  to  Scutari,  to  report  ourselves  to 
Lord  William  Paulett  (commanding  there),  and  got 
passages  on  to  the  Crimea.  We  were  told  we  w^ere  all 
to  proceed  next  day  at  2  r.M.,  in  the  "  Brandon  "  screw 
transport  (139).     We  passed  the  afternoon  in  seeing 
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tlic  mosques  of  St.  Sopliia  and  At'lmu't,  and  otlicr 
lions.  "Willi  the  former  I  was  greatly  struck,  l)ut  a 
little  disappointed  (ima«;ination  is  soinvaria])ly  stroiiL,'er 
tlian  reality).  On  the  morniuLC  "^  '*">'  departure  I 
made  several  purchases  of  saddle-bai^'s,  Turkish  mat- 
tin<j^,  ^^e.,  in  the  streets  and  great  l)azaar,  peeped  in  a 
Turkish  })atli,  and  perambulated  the  streets  on  a  little 
horse  for  several  hours.  Scratchley  and  myself  were 
almost  late  for  our  steamer.  We  found  she  was  a  very 
slow  craft,  and  had  to  coal  on  the  coast,  >\hich  might 
detain  her  for  several  days.  As  we  had  been  ])ur- 
posely  sent  overland  to  reach  our  destination  as  soon 
as  possible,  the  delay  was  annoying  and  vexatious.  We 
had  been  put  to  great  trouble  and  ex]H'nse,  shifted 
our  baggage  seven  or  eight  times,  and  after  all  found 
that  we  should  have  reached  our  destination  by  coming 
direct  in  nt'arly  or  (piite  as  short  a  time. 

'We  remained  two  days  at  Kosloo,  or  thereabout,  on 
the  coast  of  Turkey  in  Asia,  to  coal.  A  Mr.  IJarcla}", 
C.K.,  has  charge  of  the  mines.  The  coast  and  sur- 
rounding hills  are  extremely  rich  in  coal,  which  bursts 
forth,  or  crops  out  on  the  cliffs  in  patches.  The  coal 
is  very  inferior  in  (piality  to  that  of  Newcastle,  and  does 
not  go  half  so  far.  The  coaling  of  steamers  is  })erformed 
by  means  of  boats,  the  coast  being  an  iron-bound  one,  and 
water  very  deep  near  in  shore.  The  prevalence  of  strong 
northerly  winds  likewise  com]K'ls  vessels  to  anchor  at  a 
OTeater  distance  from  the  shore  than  tliev  would  other- 
wise  do.  The  mines  are  worked  by  about  1,700  Croatian 
Turks,  Albanians,  &c.,  some  of  them  armed  to  the  teeth 
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with  pistols  and  dap^s^ers — a  pieturostjue,  Irouhlesomo  set 
to  govern.  ]Mr.  Ijarelay  has  ix-eii  four  or  tivt;  years 
almost  constantly  resident  on  the  spot,  has  acMpiind  tiie 
Turkish  language  respectably,  and  heiiiL;;  intrepid  and 
energetio  in  character,  and  fond  of  a  wild  active  life, 
discharges  his  arduous  duties  con  aiiiorc,  rnliiii;-  his 
motley  subjects  with  a  rod  of  iron.  Tiie  mines  are 
situate  about  four  miles  from  tiie  coalini;'  jxtints,  the 
coal  being  bl•ou^dlt  up  on  tlie  backs  of  mules.  Wlieii  a 
heavy  surf  is  running  no  coaling  can  take  place,  and 
ships  are  often  ('"♦•;uned  for  several  days  on  this  account. 
The  sceuevy  along  the  coast,  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Kosloo,  is  Very  beautiful  and  striking,  consisting  of  hill 
and  dale,  and  tmvering  mountains  woocUmI  to  their  very 
summits — a  most  pleasing  contrast  to  tiie  arid  coast 
of  Sicily  and  (ireece.  We  enjoyed  a  scanijter,  across 
what  in  Kic'land  would  have  been  considered  ground 
impracticable  for  cavalry,  on  little  Turkish  })onies, 
which  galloi)e<l  like  the  wind,  and  descended  precipices 
without  ever  making  a  false  step.  They  are  sliod  with 
a  plate  having  a  small  hole  in  the  centre,  and  how  tin  y 
preserve  their  footing  as  tluy  do  is  a  marvel  to  English- 
men. We  u'ot  under  weiijh  from  Kosloo  on  a  beautiful 
evening,  and  stood  boldly  across  the  Jilack  Sea  for  our 
destination.  A  heavy  peculiar  rolling  motion  was  im- 
parted to  the  steamer  l»y  one  of  the  lilack  Sea  cross 
swells. 

'A  (Iff.  12.  —  We  reached  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour of  Balaklava  after  sunset,  too  kite  tlierefoi'e  to 
enter,  and  accordingly  cast   anchor   among  a  fleet  of 
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sliips  and  stc.imors  of  all  kinds  moored  outside.  Tlio 
coast  is  wild,  and  vi'iy  lofty  and  pcr[K'ndi('ular.  I  ('(tuld 
easily  iina;;ine  (lie  terrilie  conse(|uences  of  a  j;ale  of 
vind  to  a  tleel  ancliore<l  in  it.  The  lints  of  the  sanato- 
rium, recently  established  on  tiie  heii;-lits,  were  alone 
visible,  with  a  few  tents  of  tlio  marine  encampment. 
Next  mornin^%  .Monday,  An;;iist  l.'i,  we  landed  to  re- 
port ourselves,  and  ascertain  lit>wtlie  land  lay.  I  found 
two  brother  otHcers,  whom  I  knew,  at  Halaklava,  through 
whose  assistance  I  obtained  a  pony,  and  rode  with 
Captain  Nicludson  to  head-(piarters,  to  report  myself 
to  General  Jones.  Our  conductor  throui;h  the  mazes 
of  the  eamp  was  an  ofiicer  of  my  own  batch,  who 
had  led  the  stormiui;*  party  on  June  18.  He  had 
escaped  by  a  miracle,  lie  says  everyone  he  turned  to 
speak  to  seemed  to  be  shot  before  he  could  return  an 
answer.  The  wholes  plain  near  JJalaklava,  where  the 
great  cavalry  charge  took  place,  and  the  hills  in  its 
vicinity,  are  occupied  by  the  English  cavalry,  horse 
artillery,  and  tield  batteries — a  most  efficient  and  im- 
posing force  of  .■),()()()  or  G,0()()  men. 

'  The  valley  of  lialaklava  is  surrounded  by  wild  rugged 
hills,  now  in  our  possession,  but  last  year  occupied  in 
force  by  the  Cossacks. 

*  I^alaklava,  originally  a  pretty  Tartar  village,  has  been 
metamorphosed  into  a  collection  of  dirty  dilapidated 
tenements.  Every  tree,  I  believe  (literally,  with  the 
exception  of  one  clump),  has  been  cut  down.  Chirdens, 
vineyards,  and  other  more  ephemeral  adjuncts  to 
beauty,  of  course,  went  at  once,  and  now  the  peaceful 
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little  vIUm^o  is  ('1i;itil,^<'(1  int"  n  ikm'sv,  hot,  scrninMiiijr, 
dirty,  irri'i^ular  ])l;u'c  ( interest  inn',  Imt  disjin^reeahlr)— in 
fiict,  a  pt'rti'ct  chaos  of  www  <>f  dit'tereiit  nations,  clothed 
in  (lifTerent  u-arl)s,  ;md  i;dii)erin"j:  dillerent  lanj'-iia'rcs. 

'There  is,  notwithstanihnij;',  nion*  order  and  cleanli- 
ness than  I  ex|M'ct('(l  to  find.  Almost  every  reninient 
has  its  store  (one  ot"  the  wooden  lints )  here ;  and  the 
commissariat  have  erected  several  laru'e  iron  hnildinus 
with  circnlar  roofs.  The  little  harhotn-  is  literally 
crannne(l  with  ships  lyin^'  side  ])y  side  with  their  sterns 
towards  the  shore,  and  adniirahly  arranL^cd.  The  neiL;h- 
bonrhood  of  ]*)alaklava,  before  onr  landing',  was  exi-eed- 
ingly  pictnres(|ne  and  pretty.  On  leavin<^  the  viilaj^'e, 
and  proceed inij;' towards  Sebastopol,  we  enconntered  rich 
vineyards  em,)iturplin^- tlie  <j;-ronnd  with  Mnscatel  i^rapes. 
Sweet,  seclnd'ed  little  farm-houses  peepini,'  thron^ii  cool 
foliage,  and  nestling  amongst  orcliards  and  tlowers. 
The  vallev,  through  ^^  hidi  our  light  cavalrv  char<»-ed 
with  such  despairing  bravery,  was  then  covered  with 
vineyards  and  dotted  witli  trees.  Now  not  a  shrub  is 
to  be  seen.  The  roots  of  the  vines  even  have  been 
grubbed  up  for  fuel,  leaving  fields  covered  with  small 
holes  to  mark  where  they  have  been.  The  valley  ex- 
tends through  bold  rocky  hills  as  far  as  tlie  Tchernaya. 
Near  IJalaklava,  and  to  the  left  of  tlii'  road  towards 
Sebastopol,  the  valley  and  hills  are  dotted  with  the 
tents  of  the  English  cavalry  and  field  batto'ies,  with 
long  lines  of  horses,  picketed  in  rows  behind  them. 

'About  a  mile  from  Balaklava  is  the  village  of  Ka- 
dekoi.     With  the  exception,  however,  of  the  church. 
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and  perhaps  one  or  two  Eussian  houses,  the  whole  con- 
sists of  recent  flimsy-looking  nondescript  wooden  or 
iron  sheds,  where  the  names  of  several  leading  English 
firms  are  posted  np,  and  in  which  most  of  the  wants  of 
the  officers  of  the  army  are  supplied  at  a  tolerably  fair 
rate.  I  was  introduced  to  General  Jones,  whom  I 
found  sitting  in  his  hut  with  a  rough  sketch  of  the 
Eno-lish  siege  works  before  him.  He  said  we  were  all 
very  much  wanted,  and  must  get  our  things  sent  up  to 
the  front,  and  report  ourselves  ready  for  duty  as  soon 
as  possible.  We  continued  our  ride  to  the  front  to  see 
a  little  of  the  work,  which  the  continual  booming  of 
the  guns  (which  never  cease  for  a  minute,  day  or  night) 
told  us  was  going  on. 

'  The  country,  as  you  approach  the  beleagured  city,  is 
cut  up  into  dreary  and  precipitous  ravines.  The  ground 
becomes  rocky  or  parched,  and  dusty,  and  not  a  blade 
of  grass,  not  a  shrub  or  tree,  is  to  be  seen, 

But  all  is  rocks  at  random  thrown, 

Black  waves,  hare  crags,  and  banks  of  stone  j 

As  if  were  here  denied 
The  summer  sun,  the  spring's  sweet  dew, 
That  clothe  with  many  a  varied  hue 

The  bleakest  mountain  side. 

Above  all  this  there  is  a  magnificent  blue  sky  and  a 
glorious  sun.  Tlie  climate  of  the  Crimea,  as  far  as  I 
have  seen  of  it,  is  delicious  in  the  autumn,  and,  I  should 
imagine,  exceedingly  healthy.  About  Sebastopol  the 
ground  is  rocky  and  difficult.  Elsewhere,  I  should 
fancy,  very  rich  and  fertile.     We  saw  fresh  encamp- 
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ments  in  valleys  or  on  hills  to  the  left  and  riglit  of  us 
as  we  proceeded  onwards  towards  the  front.  An  hour, 
or  less,  brought  us  to  the  head-([uarters  of  the  British 
army,  and  in  view  of  that  celel)rated  mansion,  depicted 
on  every  plan,  and  conspicuously  designed  in  every 
model  of  the  siege,  called  "  Lord  Kaglan's  House."  A 
plain  one-storied  little  cottage  holds  the  Englisli  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, his  stalf,  and  liis  fortunes. 

'  We  continued  our  ride  to  Cathcart's  Hill,  wlience 
we  looked,  for  the  t.'vst  time,  on  the  famous. city,  the 
cause  of  so  much  bloodshed  and  misery  —  tlie  scene  of 
so  much  heroism  and  endurance.  It  presented  a  very 
singidar  appearance.  The  ]Malakhoff,  and  ]Mamelon, 
and  the  Kedun,  looked  like  mere  moimds  of  earth  from 
the  point  we  occupied,  distant  about  4,000  yards,  and 
it  was  impossible  to  do  more  than  form  a  vague  notion 
of  the  defences  and  appearance  of  thu  town,  and  of  oiu' 
own  and  the  French  works.  Of  tlieir  magnitude,  how- 
ever, we  were  able  to  form  an  idea  from  tlie  wide  circuit 
of  the  flashes,  extending  for  several  miles  on  either  side 
of  us.  We  could  hear  the  whistling  of  the  shot  and 
shell,  and  occasionally  a  32-pound  shot  flew  past  us, 
and  buried  itself  in  the  earth  within  a  few  yards  of 
where  we  were  standing.  Tlie  Allied  army,  from  in- 
formation obtained  through  spies  and  deserters,  had 
been  expecting  an  attack,  and  under  arms,  for  three 
nights  previous  to  our  arrival.  It  was  rumoured  that 
the  Russian  army,  under  Liprandi,  had  been  reinforced 
by  between  80,000  and  100,000  men.  With  my  tele- 
scope I  could  clearly  see  dense   columns  of  Russian 
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troops  drawn  up  on  the  liills  on  tlie  nortli  side  of  the 
liarbour. 

*It  is  impossihle  to  convey,  to  a  person  at  a  distance, 
a  correct  notion  of  the  appearance  of  our  camp.  In 
fact,  one  is,  at  first,  completely  bewildered  at  its 
immense  extent.  From  the  top  of  every  hill,  and 
through  every  ravine,  you  see  notliing'  hut  long  regular 
rows  of  white  tents  with  bare  spaces  around  them.  The 
roads  are  perpetually  traversed  in  various  directions  by 
long  files  of  cavalry  in  undress  uniform,  taking  their 
horses  to  water, —  by  lines  of  mules  laden  with  wood 
or  stores, —  by  commissariat,  ammunition,  and  forage 
wagons, —  by  soldiers  of  the  various  armies,  French, 
Sardinian,  and  English, —  by  Croatians,  Grreeks,  Alba- 
nians, and  all  descriptions  of  ruffianly,  bronzed,  pic- 
turesque looking  fellows,  in  various  showy  dresses  of 
faded  splendour.  The  Turks,  Sardinians,  the  English 
cavalry,  and  field-batteries,  and  a  division  or  more  of 
the  French  army,  occupy  the  valley  of  the  Tchernaya, 
and  cover  our  position  from  Balaklava  to  the  right  of 
the  siege  lines  beyond  Inkerman. 

*The  engineers'  camp  is  situated  close  to  Cathcart's 
Hill,  and  near  a  road  which  leads  to  the  Woronzoff 's 
ravine.  It  consists  of  several  rows  of  huts,  in  which 
repose  our  men  vis-a-vis  to  several  rows  of  tents 
dedicated  to  the  officers.  Nearly  the  whole  English 
army  wear  white  covers  over  their  caps  and  helmets, 
and  are  easily  distinguishable  by  this  means  from  the 
French,  who  go  through  the  greatest  heat  without  any 
such  precaution. 
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'  I  met  in  the  camp  a  number  of  men  I  knew  very 
well.  I  dined  with  De  ]Moleyns,  K.E.,  Capt.  Wolsely, 
90th  Ivegiment,  ^lajor  Campbell,  49th,  Assistant-En- 
gineer and  Capt.  J^rowne,  K.E.,  director  of  the  right 
attack.  "We  had  soup,  some  stew,  plenty  of  l)itter  ale, 
and  brandy  and  water — in  fact  a  very  fair  dinner.  The 
booming  of  the  guns  of  the  attack  and  defence  was  our 
music;  while  every  now  and  then,  a  whistling  sound, 
followed  almost  immediateh^  by  a  heavy  plump,  told  us 
that  we  were  within  range  of  the  enemy's  guns. 

'  My  first  night  in  camp  was  passed,  I  acknowledge, 
in  a  state  of  great  apprehension.  The  shot  kept  ])itch- 
ina:  close  to  our  tents,  and  around  us  all  nifdit.  I  had 
been  told  of  an  artilleryman  having  been  killed  in  his 
bed  by  one,  a  short  time  before,  fifty  yards  beyond  us ; 
and  as  I  lay  awake  in  the  dark,  sheltered  merely  by  the 
frail  canvas  of  my  tent,  and  heai'd  the  roar  of  shot  after 
fehot,  and  the  explosion  of  shells,  which  seemed  to  burst 
only  a  few  yards  from  us,  my  sensations  were  similar,  I 
should  imagine,  to  those  of  the  criminal  whose  Lead  is 
placed  under  the  guillotine,  and  who  is  waiting  for 
the  fatal  axe  to  drop.  Notwithstanding,  however,  1  man- 
aged to  compose  myself  to  sleep  for  a  few  hours. 

'  The  Russians  contrived  to  throw  shot  into  oin*  camp 
(at  least,  so  we  conjectured)  by  burying  the  breech  of 
one  of  their  guns  in  the  earth,  and  firing  at  an  angle  of 
45°.  I  was  told  that  they  had  discontinued  the  prac- 
tice for  several  months.  Our  camp  is  one  of  the  most 
advanced  in  the  aimy.  The  Kifles  and  89th  Eegiment 
are  close  to  us,  and  share  the  delights  of  our  nocturnal 
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(liHtnrbances.  This  long  range  practice  lias  only  been 
going  on  for  a  few  days.  I  must  say  I  dislike  it  more 
than  anything  else ;  but  I  hope,  with  God's  help,  to  be 
able  to  sleep  as  serenely  in  danger  as  in  safety. 

'  The  next  day  was  passed  in  arranging  my  things. 
I  found  that  most  of  the  officers  of  my  corps  under 
canvas  out  here,  had  holes  dug  out  for  their  tents. 
This  gives  more  height,  and  enables  a  man  to  stand  up  in 
his  tent  without  knocking  his  head  against  the  canvas. 
I  considered  myself  fortunate  in  being  able  to  purchase 
a  hole  in  the  earth,  about  ten  feet  in  diameter,  and  two 
feet  six  inches  deep,  for  ten  shillings.  Over  this  my 
tent  was  pitched;  my  matting  from  Constantinople 
covered  the  irregularity  of  the  floor,  while  a  barrel  filled 
with  earth  supported  the  pole.  I  had  several  shelves 
put  up,  inserted  partially  into  the  earth ;  horse  rugs^ 
matting,  and  India-rubber  sheets  placed  over  the  bare 
earthen  sides  of  the  tent ;  and  soon  found  myself  en- 
sconced in  a  very  habitable  little  snuggery;  in  fine 
weather  a,lmost  as  good  as  a  room  in  a  house.  Of 
course  many  luxuries,  or  what  perhaps  in  civilised 
countries  would  be  called  necessaries,  had  to  be  dis- 
pensed with ;  no  sheets  for  my  bed^  flannel  instead  of 
linen  shirts,  no  chairs,  and  in  the  feeding  line,  no 
butter  or  milk,  and  ration  bread  and  beef  as  a  staple 
article  of  consumption,  varied  by  the  purchase  of  sheep, 
&c.,  all  procured  from  Kadikoi  or  Balaclava,  a  distance 
of  five  or  six  miles. 

'  I  naturally  looked  forward  rather  anxiously  to  my 
iirst  night's  duty  in  the  trenches ;  I  was  to  go  as  a  super- 
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numerary  to  learn  the  ins  and  outs,  and  get  a  general 
confused  idea  of  our  attack! n-j:  lines,  and  the  defences 
of  the  enemy;  Anderson,  K.E.,  a  subalterji,  rather  junior 
to  myself,  was  to  be  my  conductor.  I  was  surprised  to 
find  the  wliole  of  our  attack  appear  so  clear,  especially 
the  approaches  on  the  lledan,  carried  along  the  crest  of 
a  hill. 

'The  Redan  itself  is  but  a  short  distance  off,  and  we 
seemed  to  be  creeping  close  up  to  it.     The  noise  of  the 
guns  and  mortars,  and  the  roaring  and  whistlius:  of  the 
messengers  of  death,  as  they  winged  their  way  through 
the  air,  was  bewildering  enough.     A  b()nd)ardment  was 
going  on  during  my  first  night  in  the  trenches,  and  the 
casualties  were  rather  numerous.      Every  projectile  aj)- 
peared  to   have  a  sound   peculiar  to  itself,   and   ours 
different  to  the  enemy's.     Ourthirteen-inch  shells  were 
really  pretty  objects  at  night,  ascending  majestically, 
with  a  rolling  motion,  accompanied  by  a  singing  sound, 
to  their  highest  point,  and  descending  with  the  same 
grace  and  precision  into  the  enemy's  works.     Their  fall 
was  followed  immediately  by  a  bright  flash,  caused  by 
the  explosion  of  the  shell  on  striking  the  earth.     Our 
shells  fired  from  gims,  and  our  round  shot,  made  a  most 
terrific  rushing  noise.     Grape  flew  past  with  a  rushing 
whistle ;   minie  bullets  whizzed  by  with  a  gentle  sing- 
ing sound,  like  a  loud  musquito  buzz  ;  the  fragments  of 
shell,  with  an  irregular  half  whistling,   half  roaring 
noise,  very  disagreeable  in  character.     A  shell  bursts 
with  a  loud  crash.     Our  fuzes  are  much   better  than 
the  Russians'.    The  enemy's  shells  continually  burst  in 
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tlie   air,    Lcfon'   .■^trikiii;;-   Iik;    i^i'ouiit],   tlicir    iVagincnts 
dcsc'ciidiiiLj  v.Tliciillv  Jiiid  witli  I'rcat  turcc, 

*Tlic  iiiL;lit  duty  ill  flic  trcnclics  is  cxtrciiicly  f;itin'iiii\',^ 
The  walking  is  cxecnddc.  It  is  uucvs^ary,  in  addition 
to  avoidin!^'  stones  and  other  obstacles,  to  step  clear  of 
men  asleep,  oi-  half  asleep,  lyin;;'  all  ah)iig  the  trenches. 
The  working  ]jarties  break  ol'f  their  work  at  about 
'A  A.M.  :  and  IVom  '2  to  o  the  exhausted  Engineer  may 
{'Oiiseerate  to  repose,  if  he  can  nianagi'  to  slot  p  in  a 
wretched  little  hut  but  a  few  fe(t  s(|uare,  crowded  with 
three  or  four  others,  with  a  san(l-l)ag  ibr  a  brd,  and 
fleas  and  mice  for  C(^iupanions.  Xotwith-^tr.nding  all 
th(\sc  di'awbacks,  it  must  be  reinenib(.  red  that  this  hut 
was  a  place  of  satety,  to  which  no  missile  (except  perhaps, 
b^-  a,n  extraordinary  cliance,  a  s])linter  of  a  shell)  could 
penetrate. 

'  Th(>  trenches  of  the  English  rigid  att;U'k  are  about 
five  miles  in  extent,  full  of  zigzags,  batteries,  and 
parallels;  tluy^  are  surrounded  by  (^ther  trenches  and 
batteries  which,  from  the  broken  and  curious  character 
of  the  gronnd,  it  is  at  iirst  difficidt  to  determine  as 
friendly  or  hostile. 

'Directions  vrere  given  by  my  companion  to  the  va- 
rious working  parties,  superinttaided  by  sappers,  as  to 
the  duties  they  were  to  perform  during  the  night.  IMo.st 
of  them  Vv'(,'re  working  within  rifle  range  of  the  Eedan, 
and  were  consequently  exposed  to  great  danger,  should 
the  enemy  open  a  heavy  Are.  (On  one  occasion  we  hjst 
five  or  six  men  in  phmting  tliree  or  four  gabions  as  a 
continuation    of  the    parallel    or    approach.)      When 
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;irriv('d  in  tiie  vicinity  of  the  Ixedaii,  it  was  especially 
necessary  tn  keep  iis  much  as  possilih-  nii<ltr  enver,  as 
the  Iicdaii  loweri'd  upon  W:^  at  a  distance  of  200  yards. 
The  (Quarries  iirc  more  extensive  and  important  than  I 
supposed  when  in  Mn^dand.  Their  piisscssion,  with  that 
of  the  adjoiniii'j,'  ]\Ia,melon  by  tlio  i^'reneh,  I  consider  o\' 
immense  importance.  ft  is  imw  almost  ini))ossilile  for 
t\\('  liiissians  to  make  effective  sorties,  as  they  used  to 
do,  oil  onr  line:  and  the  ])os.-'ession  of  the  .Manielou 
l>y  the  French  ])rotects  most  effectively  our  advanced 
trenches  from  falliu'^'  into  the  hands  of  the  ciiemv,  as 
they  are  commanded  hvit.  I  remained  iiearlv  all  nie;ht 
in  the  (^.hiarries. 

'A  sortie  was  expected  at  head-([uarters,  aiul  a  tele- 
gram sent  down  to  the  (u-neral  commandini,'  in  the 
trendies  to  he  prepared  for  it.  The  guard  of  the 
advanced  trenches  consisted  of  the  (iuards  and  lliirh- 
land  brigade,  so  that  the  Kussians  would  have  met  with 
a  warm  reception  had  they  made  the  attempt.  Large 
masses  (jf  troops  had  been,  during  several  days,  observed 
marching  from  Scbastopol  into  the  l\edan  ;  and  as  a 
verv  large  army  is  in  the  nei«j;hbourliood.  and  the  sieu'e 
is  approaching  a  critical  period,  it  -.:;s  thought  not  un- 
likely that  a  desperate  attack  might  i.e  made  to  impede 
its  progress.  The  left  fiice  of  the  Kedau  had  been 
much  smashed  and  battered  by  our  fire  of  the  two  pre- 
ceding days,  and  orders  wvve  given  to  preserve  a  fire  of 
musketry  on  it  the  whole  night,  to  prevent  the  enemy 
from  repairing  damages. 

'  Suddenly  the  Kussians    opened    upon  us  with  the 
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utmost  vioh'iU'o;  every  one  in  caiiip  tlnnii;lit  tVum  the 
extreme  lieaviness  aiid  r.ijtidity  <»t"  tlie  tire  tiiat  a  sortie 
was  iL^'oiiii;'  on.  Croiielieil  indci'  the  parnp(,'ts,  our  men 
remaineil  with  their  arms  in  their  hands,  prepared  for 
any  event.  The  i^rape  wlilstled  past  us  and  over  our 
lieads  like  haih  We  C(jul(l  see  tlie  sliells  winnini;'  tlieir 
(h'structive  course  above;  us,  whilst  every  now  and  tlien 
one  of  them  wouhl  pliimj)  down  in  our  vicinity. 

••  Wlien  tins  "  lire  of  hell  "  had  a  little  slackened,  my 
confrere  and  myself  started  to  visit  thi'  W(»rkinL,'  ])arties 
and  prevent  their  abandoning;  their  work.  We  were 
ex|:osed  to  a  ^reat  <leal  of  dani^er  in  doing  this;  ])ut  it 
is  a  most  necessary  duty,  as  our  fellows,  though  as  brave 
as  lions  in  tht;  lield,  certaudy  have  a  dread  of  working 
under  tire.  The  Sappers  are  noble  fellows,  and  in- 
valuable men  in  a  siege.  One  private  has  often  a  party 
of  oO  or  100  line  soldiers  to  dircjct.  The  other  night 
two  of  them  distinguished  themselves  bv  carrving  out 
the  body  of  a  poor  fellow  killed  by  a  shell,  in  our  ad- 
vanced approacli  :  his  own  comrades  (probably  young 
soldiers)  were  afraid  to  fetch  the  body.  I  mentioned 
the  Sappers'  names  in  my  rei)ort,  and  General  Simpson 
directed  3/.  to  be  given  to  one,  and  21.  to  the  other. 
The  men  were  much  gratitied.  I  have  written  for  books 
for  the  men  in  my  company,  and  those  in  the  hospital, 
to  read,  as  well  as  a  few  for  my  own  perusal. 

'  The  life  in  camp  abounds  in  contrasts.  When  off 
duty,  I  take  pleasant  rides  through  scenery  picturesque 
and  full  of  interest.  The  country  beyond  the  valley  of 
Balaclava,  towards  Baidar,  is  richly  wooded,   romantic, 
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and  lieautil  .1.  'riic  Won »nznff  road  is  admiral)ly  niiidc, 
and  carried  aloiii;"  the  side  uf  prccipiees,  and  on  the  crest 
(jf  W(»(»(l('d  i-avines  and  hollows. 

*  On  the  morning  (»t'  'riiursday  tln'  Kitli,  at  aliout 
half-past  .'J  A.M.,  the  long-expected  attack  (»f  the  i\us- 
sians  on  the  French  and  Sardinians  near  the  Tchernava 
took  place.  A  hrotlur  officer  of  mine  (the  lion.  ('apt. 
Keane),  stationed  at  j>alaclava,  h;id  his  attention  at- 
tracted, alxiiit  one  or  two  o'clock  in  tlu^  m()rnin<%  hv  the 
display  of  a  number  of  lights  trom  various  parts  of  the 
English  camp.  Knowing  how  many  spies  we  have 
amongst  us,  he  rightly  conjectured  that  these  were 
signals  to  the  Ivussian  army,  to  intimate  that  all  was 
right,  and  that  they  might  advance.  Acting  ])rom])tly 
on  this  idea,  he  wrote  a  despatch  to  (leneral  .lones,  and 
mounting  a  horse,  rode  himself  direct  to  the  (piarters 
of  (ieiieral  Scarlett,  wiioin  lie  reijuested  to  send  a 
mounted  orderlv,  to  warn  General  De  la  Marmora  of 
the  probal)ility  of  an  attack.  This  information  was 
given  an  hour  or  so  before  the  order  arrived  from  head- 
quarters for  the  troops  immediately  to  get  under  arms, 
and  advance  to  the  front.  The  Kussians  advanced  on 
the  Tchernaya,  and  the  heights  held  by  the  French  and 
Sardinians,  with  the  utmost  resolution.  They  were 
supported  by  the  fire  of  several  batteries  on  the  heights, 
and  they  brought  forward  a  powerful  field-battery  on  to 
a  plateau,  to  cover  their  attack.  Their  main  effort  was 
directed  against  a  French  tiite  da  jjoitt,  guarded  by 
only  sixty  men.  These  they  drove  from  their  works, 
and  crossing  the  river  (a  mere  brook)  with  little  rude 
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port.'ildc  Itrid^'cx,  stoniicd  I  lie  Ik  i-j-lifs  witli  tlto  qrcvifcst 
Lfiilhiiitn',  Jind  dill  lint  .'diiindoii  tlic  iith'in|)l'  until  the 
<M'()Uiid  was  cnvcrcd  with  their  slain. 

'Aft.T  th<'  i>attlc,  I  visited  the  Tchernnya  iind  th.- 
( 'liasseiir.s  d'AtVi(|ne  -  very  liiie-ludkiiiM-  ielhiws  iiuh'ed, 
iiieiuited  en  stiiaU  Arah  liorses,  with  \n]\<^  manes  and 
tails.  A  Itron/.ed  /oiiave,  I  was  told,  I'ct'used  .'>/.  for  a 
small  poeket-beok,  taken  IVeni  the  hedy  uf  a  Rnssian 
olVieer.  It  contained  liM'ks  of  hair,  and  the  portraitH  of 
two  or  three  very  T)rettv  ^irls.  He  said  he  had  sliot  the 
lvussia,n  hiniselt",  and  inteiuh-d  kee|tin'4  it  as  a  souveinr 
of  tlie  l)attle.  The  l^'rench  were  vei'y  kind  after  the 
'l'('lienia,ya  to  tlie  liussian  wounded,  and  tliey  covered 
the  fares  of  all  their  own  dead  the}'  had  ))een  unahle  to 
inter  ou  tlu'  day  (»f  th(i  ha.ttle.  I  saw  hundreds  of  Kus- 
sian  slain,  lyiui^-  in  every  attitude  (<f  a^-ony  over  the 
ground,  mangled  with  round  shot,  or  pierced  hy  bullets  : 
some  of  them,  poor  fellows,  near  the  crests  of  the  heiLjhts 
which  they  had  so  gallantly  tried  to  storm.  Their  boots 
were  all  stripped  from  them,  as  well  as  every  article  of 
any  vahie.  These  poor  serfs  Avere  ch)the(l  in  the  rudest 
fashion ;  they  had  no  socks,  but  merely  a  bit  of  canvas 
wrapped  round  the  foot,  to  pr(^tect  it  from  the  pressure 
of  the  boot.  Their  grey  coats  were  worn  and  dingy ; 
the  bread  they  carried  resembled  earth ;  it  was  strewn 
about  in  various  parts  of  the  field.  They  all  carried 
three  or  four  days'  provisions. 

'The  Kussians  apparently  had  endeavoured  to  turn 
the  Sardinian  and  French  positions,  and  isolate  the 
Turks  and  Sardinians  from  the  rest  of  the  army.     The 
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Sardinians  foii'^dit  adinirahly,  Imt  the  chief  brunt  of  the 
)>!itth'  was  home  1)V  the  I'ren<li.  Thev  are  verv  proud, 
and  with  Justice,  of  their  victory.  'I'lie  lvUs-i;ins,  it  Is 
said,  lost  d.iMH)  kiUed,  woumh'd,  and  juisoiieis.  They 
retreated  in  '^reat  order,  their  rear  covere<l  hy  iniinense 
masses  (»f  caA  ah'y, at  ahoul  iiodu.  (reinral  I'eli^sier  was 
on  the  tield  at  (!  A.M.;  liefoi-e  that  time  the  i-'reiicli  were 
coiiimaiided  hvCieiiera!  Le<'hrc.  it  is  said  the  streiiLft  h 
of  the  Russian  ariiiy  was  7(>,0()(),  thou^Ii  they  did  not 
hrin«4  anythiiiLif  like  tliat  numher  into  ;!ction.  The  ad- 
vance division  was  ])rovided  with  entrenching'  tools,  and 
it  was  clear  that  the  Miissians  intended  estalilisliin;^* 
themselves  )ierniaiiently  on  the  hei;j;'hts,  if  they  had  won 
them.  I  knew  nothinLT  of  the  hattle  until  it  was  nearly 
over,  l»ut  saw  the  Iviis.-ians  in  I'ctreat,  from  a  hill  a  Few 
miles  oft.  Tlie  12th  li-'uicers  was,  I  Ixdieve,  the  only 
Kni^dish  regiment  eu'jfa'^n'd.  It  was  sent  to  the  front  at 
(ieiieral  I'elissier's  re(juest. 

M)u  my  tirst  ni<_rht  of  actual  duty  I  was  associated  as 
junior  oflRcer  with  Captain  Cooke,  U.  K.  Wv  had  to 
commence  a  new  sap  from  the  iiftli  ])arallel.  on  the 
salient ')f  the  Ixedan.  A  nuinher  of  gahions,  hread-hacj^s 
full  of  earth,  hand-b.arrows,  spades,  and  shovels,  were 
collected  to^H'ther.  Our  working'  party  was  a  strong'  one, 
and  set  ai)OUt  their  labours  skilfully  and  cautiously: 
two  i^^abions  were  fjuietly  ]iulled  out  of  the  para})et,  an<l 
an  opening  made  for  men  carrying  gabions  to  pass.  'J'he 
direction  of  the  sap  was  indicate(l  by  a  white  tape,  and 
the  gabions  were  phiced  in  a  row,  with  as  little  noise  as 
possible,  along  the  line  thus  marked  out.     The  utmost 
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silence  was  necessary,  as  we  were  within  a  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  of  the  Kedan,  in  range  of  every  description  of 
missile,  and,  besides,  were  close  to  the  Kussian  sentries. 
The  tiring,  which  had  been  maintained  with  some  spirit 
during  the  evening  from  our  trendies  on  the  Kedan, 
suddenly  almost  ceased,  and  the  suspicions  of  the  enemy 
appeared  to  be  aroused  in  consequence.  They  threw  out 
a  tire-ball  which  alighted  within  a  few  vards  of  our 
newly-placed  gabions,  and  blazed  brightly  up.  We  with- 
drew our  working  party  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  prevent 
their  being  observed,  and  waited  in  anxious  suspense 
watching  the  burning  missile.  ]>y  what  seemed  almost 
a  miracle,  the  light  fell  in  every  direction,  apparently, 
but  that  of  our  trench ;  and  the  enemy  clearly  had  not 
perceived  us,  as  no  fire  was  opened  for  several  minutes, 
and  then  only  a  chance  shower  of  grape,  with  the  view  of 
making  sure  all  was  right,  directed  across  the  space  in 
front  of  the  salient.  This  unhappily  killed  one  of  our 
working  party,  and  I  had  an  opportunity  afforded  me  of 
witnessing  the  coolness  and  nnconcern  with  which  a 
casualty  was  regarded  in  the  trenches.  The  poor  fellow's 
body  was  borne  pajft  me  as  I  stood  near  the  entrance  of 
the  trench,  and  half-an-hour  afterwards,  wlien  at  the 
same  place,  one  of  the  bearers  returned  to  report  that  tlie 
man  was  buried,  adding  that,  "  he  was  surprised  to  find 
he  made  such  a  handsome  corpse."  All  this  was  said  with 
the  enemy's  shot  and  shell  flying  over  us,  and  scattering 
death  around.  There  was  only  one  casualty  in  the  work- 
ing party,  and  87  gabions  were  placed  and  tilled,  and  a 
small  trench  dug  behind  them. 
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'  I  had  charge  of  another  working  party  of  100  men, 
employed  in  improving  the  5th  parallel.  The  ground 
was  extremely  rocky  and  unfavourable,  and  it  was 
necessary,  in  order  t(j  obtain  earth,  to  place  a  portion  of 
the  party  employed  outside  the  trench,  unprotected  by 
any  co\  er  whatever.  The  men  worked  in  their  red  coats 
buttoned  up  to  the  throat,  and  with  (!()  rounds  of 
ammunition  suspended  across  their  shoidders,  as  they 
had  to  resume  their  arms  and  act  as  part  of  the  guard  of 
the  trenches  on  the  slightest  ahirm  being  given  of  a 
sortie  of  the  enemy.  It  was  not  to  ])e  supposed  that 
men  thus  encumbered  would  be  able  to  fret  through 
much  work. 

'  The  re;d  fact  of  the  case  is,  that  the  system  pursued 
is  wholly  an  erroneous  on^.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed 
that  men  will  work  well  buttoned  up  to  the  throat,  and 
weighed  down  with  straps  and  pouclies ;  neither  can  it 
be  thought  that  inexpenenced  workmen  will  achieve 
much  under  any  circu!nstances.  In  addition  to  these 
dis(pialif'ying  causes,  a  man  is  physically  una])le  to  imder- 
go  much  fatigue  aftm'  a  night  passed  in  the  trenches 
without  sleep,  and  under  the  enemy's  fire  (as  all  nuu'n- 
ing  working  parties  have  to  do).  The  proper  mode  f)f 
proceeding  in  my  opinion  would  be,  to  establish  two 
regular  permanent  working  corps  of  1,000  or  1,200  men 
each,  selected  from  the  various  regiments  in  the  army  ; 
to  give  these  men  higher  pay  and  a  more  suitable  work- 
ing dress,  and  to  camp  them  as  near  to  the  siege-works 
as  possible.  These  corps  would  be  sufficient  to  furnish 
all  the  requisite  working  parties  for  each  attack  ;  they 
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would  perform  more  work  in  an  lionr  tlian  ordinary  work- 
in<^  parties  would  in  five  or  six,  and  do  it  in  a  more  work- 
manlike iiianner.  Tliey  should  be  marched  home  to 
camp  immediately  their  labours  were  over,  and  have 
plenty  of  time  for  rest  and  sleej),  beinj]^  merely  worked 
as  ordinary  navvi(\s  or  labourers.  It  seems  surprising' 
that  some  system  of  this  kind  has  not  l)een  adopted. 

'■Ai'f/Hst  2.5. — Last  nii;'ht  Captain  Browne,  Iv.  E., 
the  director  of  the  ri<d)t  attack,  was  severelv  wounded 
by  a  minie-rifle  ball  tlirounh  the  shoulder:  the  doctor 
hopes  he  may  get  over  it  well.  We  all  feel  <;Teat  regret, 
as  he  is  an  excelh.>nt  officer,  and  a  very  good  fellow.  As 
we  get  nearer  and  nearer  the  liedan,  our  work  becomes 
more  and  more  dangerous. 

'A  great  attack,  near  Haidar,  was  anticipated  last  night. 
Tlie  wh<jle  of  the  Highland  Ih'igade  was  sent  there  to 
co-operate  with  the  French,  and  extra  troops  marched 
into  the  trenches  to  guard  against  a  sortie,  which  was 
likewise  expected.  Tiie  unfortunate  Light  Division 
i' which  has  suffered  so  heavilv  tlu-ouu'liout)  was  detained 
48  hours  in  the  trenches.  Our  artillery  and  cavalry 
were  under  arms.'uid  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's 
notice.  It  is  now  past  seven  in  the  morning,  and  we 
have  heard  nothing  of  the  attack  in  camp,  though  the 
siege-firing  has  been  heavv  all  niu'ht. 

O  O  I/O 

'Aufivt^t  ?)\. — I\Iy  nights  in  the  trenches  are  generally 
rather  hot  ones,  up.  there  are  a  great  many  casualties 
— one  night  especially  so,  when  one  regiment  alone 
(90th)  lost  36  men,  killed  and  wounded.  I  had  the 
superintendence  of  a  number  of  working  parties,  amount- 
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iiig  to  about  400  men,  and  was  walking  about  visiting 
and  directinir  tlieni.  I  came  to  a  hole  where  a  shell  had 
evidently  hurst.  A  corporal  of  some  line  rcginicnt  was 
.standing  hy,  with  a  bayonet  and  part  of  a  lu'lt  in  his 
hand.  I  iiKpiired  what  had  happened,  and  was  told  that 
tlie  shell,  which  had  fallen  close  to  wheiv  1.  wa>;  standing, 
had  blown  some  ])oor  soldier  literally  to  atoms.  A  foot, 
a  few  yards  in  the  rear  of  the  treneh,  wa'^  all  th(y  had 
been  able  to  discover  of  the  dead  man.  I  huri'ird  [)ast 
the  scene  of  this  shocking  accident  to  encounter  anothei' 
of  a  similar  character,  a  little  farther  on. 

'  I  can  imagine  no  duty  more  trying  and  harassing 
than  that  performed  (.'very  day  and  night  by  our  army  in 
the  trenclie'^.  If  a  man  gets  a  medal  for  going  through 
a  ])attle  which  lasts  oidy  a  few  hours,  without  running 
av/av,  what  do  thev  deserve  who,  niiiht  aftt'r  niirht,  and 
day  after  day,  are  exposed  to  be  killed  t)r  wounded,  lying- 
in  a  ditcli,  and  have  to  perform  their  duties  without  the 
stinudus  and  excitement  of  action  ?  1  saw  one  poor 
fellow  after  another  brought  up  to  the  doctor's,  and 
many  of  them  frightfully  wounded  by  s[)l inters  of  shells. 
8uch  perpetual  exposure  to  death,  in  cold  bhjod,  tends, 
everv  dav,  to  demoralize  the  arniv,  antl  makes  men  fear 
the  shot  of  the  enemy. 

'  ]\Iy  night's  duty  in  the  trenches,  on  one  of  the  last 
occasions  I  was  down,  vras  diversiiied  bva  little  incident 
rather  exciting  in  character.  We  were  engaged  about 
the  time  in  making  a  sap  from  our  5th  parallel  along 
tlie  slope  of  a  hill,  with  the  view  of  establishing  a  rifle- 
pit  at  the  end  of  it,  to  silence  the  fire  of  several  guns  on 
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the  proper  left  face  of  tlie  Redan,  which  were  unpleasantly 
annoyin<^  our  gallant  allies.  The  Russians  seemed  to 
have  divined  our  intention,  or  at  all  events  tf)  recjard  our 
nearer  approach  withf^Teat  uneasiness;  for  the  moment 
they  discovered  the  existence  of  our  sap,  they  directed  a 
heavy  fire  of  shells,  grnpe,  and  round  shot  at  it,  killing 
and  wonnding,  night  after  night,  the  men  of  our  work- 
ing parties,  and  knocking  our  gahions  into  toothpicks. 
They  also  made  frequent  sorties  for  the  purpose  of  pull- 
ing down  our  parapet,  and  impeding  our  operations. 
The  sap  was  not  far  from  the  ^Nlalakhoff,  commanded  by 
that  work  in  some  measure.  The  Russians  (who  are 
admirable  at  outpost  and  picket  duty)  almost  always 
mannge  every  night  to  get  possession  of  the  ground  in 
front  of  our  works,  and  of  a  small  rifle-pit,  in  a  ravine, 
whence  they  were  able  to  annoy  our  men.  They  were 
partly  favoured  in  their  approaches  by  the  colour  of  the 
grey  great-coats ;  they  were  undistinguishable  from 
earth  at  a  short  distance. 

'  It  was  proposed  to  establish  a  rifle-pit  on  the  side  of 
the  ravine  opposite  theirs,  with  the  view  of  silencing 
their  fire.  El phin stone  was  on  duty  with  me  (though 
my  junior  officer)  on  the  night  the  attempt  was  directed 
to  be  made ;  he  had  been  in  the  Crimea  almost  from 
the  commencement  of  the  siege,  and  knew  the  ground 
perfectly.  We  both  repaired,  shoi'tly  after  nine  o'clock, 
to  the  most  favourable  point  of  our  line  for  starting  an 
expedition  across  "  the  open."  Unluckily,  though  this 
was  by  no  means  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  our 
sentries  had  been  posted  late,  and  the  Ruskies  were  in 


ii 


A  DANGEROUS  ADVENTURE. 


191 


possession  of  the  ground  in  front  of  ns.  Xcvortlu'lcss 
we  determined  on  trying  tlif  experiment.  Our  party 
consisted  of  three  soldiery  with  muskets,  and  a  small 
working  party  of  a  sapper,  and  ten  or  twelve  men. 
Elpliinstone  and  myself,  witli  onr  three  armed  men, 
crept  on  in  front,  followed  at  a  short  distance  by  our 
working  party  carrying  tools  and  gal)i()ns. 

*  We  advanced  as  cantiously  as  we  could  :  the  shot  and 
shell  directed  from  our  liatteries  at  the  enemy,  and  by 
theirs  at  us,  whizzing  over  our  heads.  We  spoke  in 
whispers  and  endeavoured  to  tread  as  lightly  as  possible  ; 
I  groped  about  for  a  flower  to  bear  off  and  send  to  my 
mother,  as  a  trophy,  but  my  hand  encountered  nothing 
but  thistles  and  <n-ass.  At  leuLlth,  after  walkim;  about 
thirt}'  or  forty  yards,  Elphinstone  stopped,  and  told  us 
he  thought  we  had  reached  tlie  right  place.  lie  had 
no  sooner  said  this,  and  our  small  working  party  halted 
to  wait  for  our  workmen,  when  a  low  whistle  wms  heard 
from  the  Russian  sentries,  Ivinir  concealed  around,  and 
\ve  perceived  that  we  were  discovered.  Our  men  in  tlie 
trenches  had  been  told  we  were  out,  and  directed  on  no 
account  to  fire.  Our  discovery  was  immediately  followed 
by  a  volley  of  musketry  directed  at  us  from  all  around, 
and  our  men,  in  spite  of  the  w^arning  given  them,  seeing 
the  blaze  of  the  Russian  nuiskets,  opened  an  indiscri- 
minate cross  fire  on  everyone  (ourselves  included).  We 
took  to  our  heels  and  made  for  our  own  trenches  as  fast 
as  our  legs  would  carry  us,  and  liappily  reached  them  in 
safety.  Three  of  our  working  party,  however,  had  be(>n 
wounded,  and  they  had  been  forced  to  abandon  their 
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tools  find  j^^ahioris.  This  julvi'iiturc  led  me  to  suggest 
that  jjiiglcrs  should  he  sent  into  the  advanced  trenches 
to  sound  "fire,'"  '''cease  firijig,"  SiC,  in  order  that  a 
coniimnd  might  ])e  instantiUieuusly  conveyed  along  the 
trenches  mIicu  necessary. 

*()n  the  night  of  my  rifle-pit  adventure,  the  advanced 
sap  was  guarded  by  a  strong  part}'  of  the  .j.">th  Kegiment, 
whilst  the  (luards  lined  the  adj<nning  parallel.  The 
Kussinns  were  distinctly  heard  advancing,  and  their  yell 
\vas  quite  audihle.  The}^  soon  gave  more  convincing 
proof  of  their  approach,  by  firing  a  volley  at  the  trench. 
I  thought  I  perceived  signs  of  wavering  among  onr 
iellov\s,  but  they  happily  stood  firm,  and  returnetl  the 
cuemv's  fire  with  viu'our.  The  ofticer  commandinu'  the 
detachment  of  the  'j'yth  said  he  wanted  reinforcements, 
and  I  accordingly  rjui  to  the  nearest  parallel,  and  got  an 
officer  of  tlie  Guards  to  l)ring  np  twenty  of  his  men. 
The  enemy,  however,  seeing  the  English  s(jldiers  stand 
firm,  withdrew,  abandoning  his  attempt. 

'  I  continue  my  rides  in  intervals  of  tlnty.  The  other 
day  I  rode  to  a  French  battery  near  the  head  (,»f  the 
harbour,  whence  I  had  an  admirable  view  of  the  tow^n, 
liarbtjnrs  and  shipping.  The  houses  on  the  north  shore 
are  pretty-looking  white  villas,  (|uite  uninjured.  AVe 
are  firing  now  more  frequently  on  the  town,  and  some 
of  its  finest  buildings  have  hcv.n  greatly  damaged.  The 
Eussians  are  making  a  bridge  across  the  harbour,  widch 
looks  as  if  they  were  ready  to  make  a  run  for  it  if  neces- 
sary. The  JNIalakhoff  is  immensely  strong,  and  fortified 
towards  the  town  as  well  as  towards  us.     Everything 
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depends  on  tlie  approacliing  assaidts.  If  they  fail,  some 
wholly  different  movements  may  be  made.  PIverybody 
is  sick  of  the  su'ge,  with  its  perpetual  hammering,  and 
the  gradual  daily  consumj)ti(jn  of  life  in  the  hot  dusty 
trenches,  apparently  to  all  the  world  in  general  without 
any  result. 

'  I  have  visited  hitely,  amongst  other  places,  the 
iMonastery  of  St.  George.  It  is  very  pictures(|uely 
situated.  A  few  Kussian  monks  are  still  permitted  to 
live  there,  and  there  the  French  (gay  everywhere)  delight 
to  have  their  little  picnic,  occasionally  enliveiu'd  hy  the 
presence  of  some  j^iqiMnfc  hnou'ffc,  the  wife  of  an  officer 
of  the  navy  or  army.  On  the  occasion  of  my  visit,  a 
party  were  sitting  on  the  ground  around  the  relics  of  a 
feast,  singing  and  drinking  champngne.  It  was  certainly 
a  contrast  to  "  life  in  the  trenches." 

'  The  ^Monastery  of  St.  George  is  almost  the  only  build- 
ing within  range  of  the  camp  which  has  been  respected. 
It  consists  merely  of  a  few^  plain  ])uildings,  and  a  couple 
of  little  chapels.     It  has,  how^ever,  a  noble  well,  nnd  a 
fountain  of  the  cohlest  and  most  delicious  spring  water. 
The  ground  immediately  in  front  is  arranged  in  small 
terraces,  shaded  by  trees,  overlooking  the  perpendicular 
cliffs  and  the  blue  sea.      There  is  a  sanatorium  in  its 
neiixhbourhood  for  sick  officers  and  soldiers.    One  of  the 
attractions  of  the  place  is  a  pretty  little  Greek  girl  with 
classical  profile,  and  gentle  winning  demeanour;  she  is 
quite  a  child,  only  twelve  years  old.    She  will  have  plenty 
of  youthful  memories  to  cherish  up.    The  beauty  of  the 
weather  almost  reconciles  one  to  the  monotony  of  camp 
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life.  Tliero  has  heen  scarcely  a  drop  of  rain  since  I  came 
and  tlie  sky  and  temperature  resemble  those  of  Canada 
in  Septend)er.  I  should  think,  to  people  livinjj^  in 
properly  drained  cities  and  imexposed  to  hardships,  the 
Crimea  nmst  be  a  most  healtliy  residence. 

'  A  sfrand  combined  attack  on  our  sief'e  works  and 
tlie  whole  position  is  daily,  and  even  liourly,  expected. 
The  whole  of  the  troops  on  the  line  of  the  Tchernaya 
have  been,  I  hear,  under  arms  every  morning  at  three 
o'clock  for  the  last  fortnight ;  and  the  Highland  Brigade, 
consisting  of  the  42nd,  72nd,  79tli,  and  93rd,  regiments, 
under  Sir  Colin  Campbell,  have  been  mjirched  to  the 
left  of  the  Sardinian  army  as  a  support. 

'  Since  the  battle  of  the  Tcliernaya,  the  French  have 
fortified  their  position  very  strongly,  and  the  hills  arc 
covered  Avith  musketry  ambuscades,  entrenchments,  and 
masked  batteries.  No  one  is  idlowed  to  cross  the  river, 
and  Zouave  sentries,  in  tlieir  picturescpie  uniforms,  line 
the  banks  at  intervals  of  a  few  yards.  Tlie  position  I 
consider  now  almost  impregnable  at  this  point.  The 
choicest  troops  of  the  French  army  defend  tlie  line  of 
the  river,  and  the  Chasseurs  d'Afrique,  their  crack 
cavaliy,  are  in  great  strength  in  the  neighl)ouring  valley. 
The  variety  of  uniforms,  and  the  picturesque  costume 
of  the  African  corps  of  the  French  army — the  Zouaves 
Indigenes,  Egyptians  principally,  the  finest  infantry 
they  have  —  is  very  striking,  and  one  continually 
encounters  groups  forming  perfect  little  pictures.  The 
French  are  quite  at  home  in  the  field.  One  of  their 
regiments  is  encamped  on  the  top  of  a  bleak  hill  with 
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no  shelter  except  frnf(?8  (Vdhr'i^  ])lankets  stuck  oii 
bayonets.  Ifere  and  there  tliev  have  tunned  arbours  of 
bouglis  of  tri'cs,  and  tlie  other  day  I  saw  a  pretty  minia- 
ture little  jj^arden. 

'General  PeHssier's  head-(juarters  are  surrounded  Ity 
a  chevaiix-de-frise,  and  tlie  front  of  liis  tent  «;ravelled, 
and  kept  in  the  ne[itest  order;  no  offici-r,  even  of  tlio 
liiji^hest  rank,  })ein;4"  allowed  to  ride  to  tlie  door,  but 
oblii;'ed  to  dismount  bef(»re  ;ipproacliinL(  it.  The  youngvst 
ensi;4n  of  »>ur  jirmy  may  ride  or  walk  to  General  Simp- 
son's unmolested. 

'  Sf'})t.  5. — Thank  God,  I  still  keep  quite  well, 
though  disease  and  death  arc  rife  .around  me.  Exposed 
constantly  to  danger,  I  can  rely  only  upon  God,  and 
place  my  life  in  His  hands.  Last  Sunday  I  received 
the  Sacrament  mth  seven  or  eight  of  my  brotlier-ofhccrs  ; 
the  ceremony,  within  S(nmd,  and  even  range,  of  the 
enemy's  guns,  was  to  me  deeply  improssive.  N(.)tliing 
makes  a  man  feel  the  extreme  uncertainty  of  lif'o,  and 
Ids  entire  dependence  on  the  will  of  (}o(l,  so  much  as 
war.  I  was  on  dutv  in  the  trenches  on  Sundav  iduht, 
and  I  think  the  ceremony  I  had  gone  through  strength- 
ened and  supported  me  a  great  deal.  I  had  several  most 
providential  escapes. 

*  There  are  strong  rumours  current  of  the  evacuation 
of  Sebastopol  after  a  grand  despairing  effort  of  the  enemy. 
This  morning,  shortly  after  daybreak,  anotlier  general 
bondjardment  from  the  English  and  French  Ijatteries 
on  the  whole  Kussian  line  of  defence  commenced,  and 
was  conducted  with  such  violence  that  in  half  an  hour 
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tlio  Russians  witlidrcw  tlicir  j^inis  from  tlio  oinl»rnsun-s, 
and  c(!iis((l  to  reply  to  it,— -it  is  to  l>e  contimicd  for 
tliirty-six  lioiirs.  Its  olijcct,  I  iindrrstimd,  is  to  ciiMhlc 
th(!  FiTUcli  to  pusli  forward  on  tlie  ]M;d;ikliotf :  tlii-y 
aro  so  close  that  a  final  assauK  cannot  Ion;;-  bo  delayed. 
Tlie  Kiissian  defence  lias  been  admirable;  their  batteries 
are  beautifully  constructed,  and  (|uite  models  of  en- 
j[»'ineerinL(.  ()\w  caiuiot  help  Ixtth  adniirin:^-  and  pitying 
them. 

*  Sept.  (i.—  Yesterday  morning",  aTi  officer  of  the  .'Ust 
(Captain  Aiulerson),  who  had  been  acting-  for  Home  tinu:' 
as  Assistant-Kng'ine(}r,  was  hilled  by  a  round  shot  in  the 
trenches.     JFe  was  a  very  fine  youni;'  fellow,  and  one  of 
the  handsomest  men  in  the  army.     All  of  us  who   were 
able  (I  Ijelieve)  attended  his  funeral   in  the  afternoon. 
I  had  only  known  him  a  few  davs,  but  liki'd  what  I  saw 
of  him,  and  his  death  has  been  a  blow  to  us  all.     The 
band  of  the  regiment  pLiyed  his  funeral  march  to  the 
grave.     The  coffin  w^as  a  plain  deal  one,  and  on  it  were 
placed  a  Uni(in  Jack,  and  the  cap  and  sword  of  the  de- 
ceased.    The  procession  moved  from  our  camp  at  alxnit 
six  o'clock.    The  evening  was  lovely.     The  burial-place 
(Cathcart's  Hill)  was  in  full  view  of  Sebastopol  and  the 
siege  works,  and  a  bombardment  was  going  on  from 
various  parts  of  our  line  as  we  lowered  the  corpse  into 
its  last  resting-place.     Groups  of  soldiers  off  duty  stood 
watching  the  sad  procession  as  it  moved  slowly  past 
them  ;  some  civilians,  w^ho  happened  to  l)e  present,  un- 
covered, and  cavalry  soldiers  dismounted  and  stood  by 
the  side  of  their  horses.     Nothing  could  well  have  been 
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more  improssivo.  I  walked  side  l>y  side  wifli  I  he  dcr^^'v- 
iiiaii,  and  tli(»UL(lit  <»t'  who  iiiit^ht  Itc  tlic  iirxt  vicliin. 
Oik;  must  steel  one's  feeliniLfs,  and  sununon  all  one's  torti- 
tude  to  bear  the  spectacle  of  the  miseries  of  war. 

'Last  nif^dit  one  of  the  enemy's  larL,'e  line-of-battle- 
sliips  moored  in  the  liarboiir  canLrht  tire  and  illuminati'd 
the  whole  horizon.  Thert;  were  also,  \  hear,  two  other 
smaller  Hres.  Tiie  si^ht  of  the  burnini;"  ship  was  very 
fiTK'.  It  could  l)e  seen  distinctly  from  a  hill  near  our 
camp.  The  i;uns  went  off  as  the  tire  reached  them; 
l»ut  it  sei'ms  tin?  Ivussians  had  ccfutrived  to  save  the 
powder,  as  no  loud  explosion  was  heard.  The  sii;ht  of 
this  tire  was  of  course  very  cheeriiiL;-  to  our  men,  who 
devoutly  wish  the  whole  iilace  would  burn  to  the  ifroimd. 
The  bond)ardment  is  still  going  on,  and  the  thunder  of 
artillery  accom])anies  my  pen  as  I  write. 

'Orders  have  Ijcen  given  to  form  steps  in  the  most 
advanc<'(l  parallels,  aud  also  to  hasten  the  completion  of  Ji 
small  battery  for  three  heavy  guns  near  Kgerton's  ritle- 
pit,  to  silence  the  tire  of  one  of  the  flanks  on  tlu;  proper 
left  face  of  the  liedan,  which  commanded  the  space  iu 
front  of  the  salient  angle, 

'' Sepi,  7. —  Thank  God,  I  am  alive  and  well  after 
imother  niglit  iu  the  trenches.  The  bombardiru-nt  is 
still  going  on.  The  Kussian  shells  killed  and  wounded 
several  of  our  uien  in  the  advanced  trenches;  but  I 
managed  to  push  forward  our  approaches  satisfactorily. 

'  An  officer  of  the  Guards  was  killed  whilst  visiting 
his  sentries  at  the  head  of  one  of  them ;  I  had  been 
speaking  to  him  shortly  before.     The  duties  of  the 
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Eri<riHeL'r  oflic'crs  jit  ui^lit  iii  tlic  tronclie:;)  arc  wrv 
arduous.  I  was  walkiuj^'  about  under  lire  nearly 
tlio  wliolu  nif|^li(,  liavinj^'  ^vorkin<^'  parties  in  various 
parts  of  tlie  trtnc'lu'S  4.30  strong.  I  was  several  times 
oldin'cd  to  tiirnw  Tuyselt'  on  tlie  j^'round  to  avoid  .Mjilm- 
ters  of  shells.  Tiiere  is  a  little  liut  [jrotected  fronj  tire 
in  tlu'  quarries,  wliicli  is  called  tiie  Kn^int;er  Otfice. 
It  is  so  small  that  one  cannot  stand  uprij^ht  in  it,  and  is 
full  of  fleas  and  mice;  hut  it  is  ii  welcome  retreat  ivoin 
daniifer,  after  a  lonj.'  and  fati^'uinj'  round  throu<di  the 
rocky  trenches.  I  gave  it  up  in  great  measure  to  the 
doctor  on  duty  last  night,  hut  happened  to  l)e  present 
when  several  poor  fellows  were  brought  in  with  lindjs 
torn  away  Ly  S])linters  of  shells.  I  was  much  shocked 
at  the  various  sights  I  was  compelled  to  witness.  The 
woun<led  men  behaved  heroically. 

*The  Knguieer  on  duty,  though  perhaps  only  a  young 
subaltern,  is  the  next  greatest  man  to  the  General  of 
the  trenches.  Everyone  consults  him;  and  I  "was 
fre(iuently  asked  by  experienced  ofHcers  how  many  men 
should  be  pUiced  at  particular  points,  and  how  they 
should  be  disposed ;  and  my  advice  was  always  iumie- 
diately  acted  upon. 

'  After  an  arduous  and  sleepless  night,  and  a  fatiguing 
walk  from  the  advanced  trenches  to  a  point  where  a 
horse  can  be  brought  in  safet}',  Engineer  officers,  on 
their  return  to  their  tents,  betw^een  five  and  six  in  the 
morning,  have  to  write  detailed  reports  describing  the 
progress  of  the  work  during  the  night,  the  operations  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  employment  of  a  variety  of  working 
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parties.  Tliis  iiiorninf:^  my  report  covered  more  titan  a 
Hlieet  of  larj^'c^  letter  paper,  so  it  can  be  easily  imai^iiu'i! 
that  it  r«'(|uirt's  some  cfVnrt  lo  write  tiu'sc!  rcjHirts  wlicn 
very  tired;  luit  necessity  knows  no  law,  and  there  is 
some  satisfaction  in  knowing;'  that  one's  etl'iisimis  are 
pernsed  hy  the  Camniander-in-Chief.  .My  recommen- 
dations of  Viirjoiis  men  for  distinj^'uished  conihict  have 
l)ron;;'iil  <;ratuities  from  (lenend  Simp>")n  ft»r  the  iii- 
dividnals  praised,  amonntinir  alto<;('ther  to  s/. 

'It  is  rumonred  that  tiie  French  assanlt  the  .Malakhoff 
to-morrow.  Tlie  Kiii^llsh  Li;;ht  Division  an-  also  re- 
ported to  he  nnder  arms,  so  tliat  it  is  pn>hal)le  the 
Kn;^lish  army  may  take  part  in  the  assanlt.  *  »  * 
May  Goil  bless  all  who  are  dear  to  me,  and  have  them 
in  His  holy  keeping!  The  above  rumonr  has  beeii 
fnlly  contirmed,  and  this  may  be  my  last  night  on 
earth. 

'If  the  French  army  succeed  in  their  assault  on  the 
Malakhoff,  the  Enj^'lish  are  to  attack  the  Kedan ;  in 
fact,  there  is  to  be  a  <;eneral  attack  alon;;'  the  whole 
line.  All  the  officers  of  Engineers  are  to  be  told  otf  to 
their  several  positions  to-morrow;  several  accompany 
the  assaidting  column,  some  remain  with  the  reserves. 
I  may  know  early  to-morrow  where  my  place  is  to  })e, 
but  of  course  evervthinij  is  uncertain  in  war.  I  am 
sad,  but  (piite  calm ;  I  look  upon  all  this  butchery  with 
horror,  but  accept  it  as  a  stern  necessity,  and  am  deter- 
mined with  God's  help  to  do  my  duty.  If  I  die,  may 
God  of  His  infinite  mercy  prepare  me  for  the  great 
change.      How   many  hundreds    of  poor   fellows  will 
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bretitlie  their  List  to-morrow !  I  must  not  think  of 
liome,  or  I  shall  unnuin  myself.  3Iay  God  be  pleased 
to  bless  and  preserve  me  ! ' 

*  Sejd.  8. —  I  am  to  lead  tlie  assault  with  the  scaling 
ladders.     I  march  down  in  about  half  an  hour.' 


!'! 


h 


i   I; 


! 


201 


nk   of 

leased 


caling 


CHAPTER  XII. 


THE   ASSAULT   OF   THE    REDAN. 

*  rpiIE  secret  of  the  attack  was  admiralty  preserved. 
J-  Not  a  whisper  was  circuhited.  It  took  us  all  by 
surprise,  as  we  iniagiued  no  further  attempt  would  ho 
made  on  the  Kedan  after  the  failure  of  the  assault  of 
June  18.  We  heard,  however,  that  it  was  arran;4'ed 
that  both  armies  should  "  ^o  in  "  in  earnest,  and  that  the 
success  of  the  French  in  their  attack  on  tlie  ^Falakhoff 
was  to  be  the  signal  for  our  advance  on  our  old  enemy 
the  Kedan.  ( )ur  several  positions  were  not  assii;-ned  to 
us  ;  but  knowing-  that  it  woidd  probably  fall  to  my  lot, 
as  Senior  Subaltern,  to  occupy  the  post  of  honour,  and 
lead  the  ladder  party,  I  prepared  myself,  as  well  as  the 
short  interval  permitted,  for  the  probable  fate  which 
would  attend  the  performance  of  the  desperate  duty. 
I  took  farewell  of  my  mother  and  all  my  relations, 
committing  them  to  the  blessing  and  protection  of  (iod. 
I  endeavoured  to  pray  earnestiv,  and  to  compose  my 
mind.  I  felt  the  only  course  left  open  was  willing 
submission,  and  fixed  resolve  that,  if  I  were  to  die,  to 
fall  in  endeavouring  to  do  my  duty  to  the  uttermost. 
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Beyond  tliis,  I  was  determined  not  to  go.  Tlioiio-h 
every  soldier  should  expose  himself  -without  the  sliglitest 
hesitation  to  tlie  greatest  danger  wlien  necessary,  reck- 
lessness should  never  form  part  of  liis  creed.  His  duty 
to  his  country  sliould  be  the  primary,  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  his  life  the  secondary,  consideration.  No  really 
good  soldier  throws  his  life  away  without  aim  or  object. 
'  1  had  been  on  duty  in  the  trenches  during  the  night 
of  8('pteml)er  6,  and  was  consequently  very  tired 
on  the  niglit  Ijefore  the  assault.  I  slept  well  and 
calmly  on  the  whole,  but  awoke  rather  early  in  the 
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'Between  5  and  G  o'clock  a.m.,  the  Adjutant  came 
in  and  confirmed  my  conjecture  that  I  was  to  lead  the 
ladder  party.  Soon  after  Anderson  came  into  my  tent, 
and  informed  me  he  was  told  oif  for  the  working  party 
to  follow  when  the  storming  party  were  well  in  pos- 
session, and  form  a  lodgement  across  the  Kedan.  I  rose 
and  dressed;  I  jnit  on  my  red  shell  jacket  to  look  as 
much  like  the  men  as  possible,  and  carried  in  my 
pocket,  besides  a  tournic^uet,  portion  of  a  night-shirt 
torn  into  strips  for  bandages. 

*  I  called  at  my  Colonel's  (Col.  Chapman)  to  read  the 
written  instructions  given  me  by  General  Jones,  I 
found  they  were  as  follows  :  —  "  The  Subaltern  of  En- 
gineers in  charge  of  the  ladder  party  should,  as  soon 
as  the  troops  have  got  into  the  Eedan,  commence  a 
communication  by  a  ramp  from  the  ditch  to  the  glacis. 
It  will  be  necessary  for  him  to  ascertain  whether  any 
parapet  will  be  necessary  across  the  ditch  of  the  two 
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faces,  to  guard  against  any  attacks  the  enemy  may  be 
disposed  to  make  by  them.  If  the  scarp  and  parapet  of 
the  salient  of  the  liedan  do  not  form  an  easy  ascent  and 
descent,  it  must  be  made  so." 

'  These  directions  were  clear  and  explicit  enough  ;  but 
to  carry  them  out,  positively  no  worhlwj  ijartiji  with  tlie 
exception  of  a  few  sappers  with  shovels,  had  been  told 
off.  I  immediately  puinted  this  out,  and  asked  for  and 
obtained  a  working  party  of  100  men,  who  were  in- 
structed to  follow  immediately  after  tlie  storming  party. 

'I  had  an  interview  with  Nicholson  (now  3Iajor 
Nicholson,  I\.E.),  to  whom  I  gave  my  brother's  address, 
with  tlie  request  that  he  would  commiuiicate  with  liim 
in  the  event  of  my  death.  He  promised  to  act  for  n:e  in 
everytliing  as  he  felt  1  should  have  wished  him  to  act, 
and  tried  to  reassure  me  as  to  my  chance  of  escape, 
though  (as  he  told  me  afterwards  wlien  I  came  back)  he 
had  not  the  slightest  expectation  of  ever  seeing  me 
again  safe  and  sound.  These  matters  settled,  I  rode 
down  to  the  trenches  with  Anderson,  Sedley,  and  ^lajor 
Campbell,  4()th.  Tliey  were  thickly  lined  with  troops 
when  we  arrived,  and  the  batteries  were  firing  heavily 
on  the  Kedan  and  Kussian  works ;  the  enemy  replying 
with  grape  and  round  shot. 

*  I  found  tlie  ladder  party,  composed  of  men  from  the 
3rd  Buffs  and  90th  and  97tli  regiments,  lining  the  sap 
in  front  of  the  Kedan  (called  the  sixth  parallel),  the 
trench  which  Cooke  and  myself  commenced  on  my  first 
night's  duty  in  the  trenches.  The  party  consisted  of 
320  men,  who  were  told  off  to  forty  scaling  ladders, 
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eacli  t"\venty-four  feet  lono*.  My  instructions  were,  to 
advance  with  my  sappers,  armed  witli  crowbars  and  axes 
for  cuttinii^  tliroui^h  the  abatis,  and  with  the  bidder 
party  immediately  after  the  skirmishers  had  been 
thrown  out.  Tlie  party  was  under  tlie  command  of 
]M;ijor  Welsford,  97th  regiment,  with  wliom  I  conferred 
for  several  minutes,  and  to  wliom  I  exphiiued  the  point 
wliere  the  bidders  were  to  be  phiced,  in  order  to  screen 
tliem  as  much  as  possible  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 
I  then  told  my  party  of  sappers  what  they  were  to  do, 
and  assembled  the  non-commissioned  officers  to  point 
out  the  measures  to  be  taken  under  tlieir  directions,  in 
the  event  of  my  being*  either  killed  or  w^ounded.  These 
arrangements  being  made,  I  awaited  the  signal  to 
advance,  silently  ctdling  upon  God  to  aid  and  assist  me 
in  doing  my  duty,  and,  if  it  were  His  will,  to  preserve 
my  life.  Suddenly  there  was  a  shout  that  the  French 
were  attacking  the  JMalakhoff.  I  looked  over  the 
parapet,  and  saw  them  rushing  up  the  salient.  They 
were  apparently  unresisted.  Tlie  French  flag  in  a 
minute  was  seen  waving  on  the  ramparts.  All  this  hap- 
pened so  instantaneously,  that  it  took  us  all  by  surprise. 
'We  had  anticipated  a  hard  struggle,  and  we  were 
ordered  not  to  advance  till  a  decided  success  had  been 
achieved ;  but,  as  it  were,  in  a  second  the  dreaded 
Malakhoff  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  French. 
Our  men  could  be  no  longer  restrained ;  before  there 
was  time  to  get  the  ladders  to  the  front,  and  before  the 
sappers  could  advance  to  cut  away  the  abatis,  they 
rushed  in  a  struggling   line   over   the   parapets,   and 
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dashed  onwards  to  the  salient.  I  liurried  ii])  my 
tappers  as  fast  as  I  could,  shouting"  to  them  till  I  was 
nearly  hoarse,  and  ran  f(jrward  with  them  and  the 
ladder  party,  with  a  drawn  sword  in  my  hand  (my 
scabbard  and  l)elt  I  left  beliind).  In  the  hurry  and 
confusion,  many  ladders  were  left  ueiiii.d.  Thert.'  was, 
however, little  excuse  for  this,  as  the  men  had  had  their 
places  distinctly  assigned  to  them,  and  should  not  liave 
left  the  trench  without  their  ladders.  It  was  of  course 
impossible  to  perceive  that  anythino;  of  the  kind  liad 
occurred,  and  still  more  impossible  to  have  rectitied  it, 
liad  it  been  knowai.  The  only  word  was — "  Forward  ;  " 
the  only  course  to  pursue — to  advance  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  Nearly  200  yards  of  rough  ])roken  ground, 
and  an  abatis,  had  to  Ije  crossed  under  the  enemy's  tire. 
Tlie  men  advanced  with  the  greatest  spirit.  1  could 
see  bodies  dead  and  wounded  lyinii-  along  anil  strewin'): 
the  ground  on  each  side  of  me,  as  I  pressed  forward, 
sliouting  continually  to  the  men  to  advance,  and  not  t<> 
pause  for  an  instant.  When  I  came  to  tlie  al»atis,  I 
found  tive  men  nearly  exhausted  carrying  a  huhler  and 
trjnng  to  get  it  over  the  opposing  brandies;  the  remain- 
ing three  men  composing  the  party  of  eight  had  pro- 
bably been  killed  or  w^ounded  in  the  advance.  I  lent 
them  my  aid  and  urged  them  on.  Tlie  edge  of  the 
ditch  was  soon  reached,  and  I  was  relieved  to  find  the 
ditch  not  nearly  so  formidalde  as  it  had  been  repre- 
sented, and  as  I  had  go(jd  reason,  from  the  solidity  and 
extent  of  the  Russian  defences,  to  supjjose  it  was  likely 
to   prove.     I   was   prepared    for    a    broad   deep   ditch. 
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flanked  })y  caponieres,  and  for  military  pits,  chevaux- 
de-frise,  palisades,  and  all  kinds  of  obstacles.  The 
dreaded  ditch  of  the  Redan,  however,  proved  nothing 
but  a  simple  trench,  perhaps  fourteen  or  fifteen  feet 
deep  at  the  counterscarp,  and  twenty  or  rather  more  at 
the  escarp.  I  kept  my  ladders  rather  to  the  right  of 
the  salient  angle,  having  been  warned  that  the  flanking 
fire  would  probably  be  severe  up  the  proper  left  face. 
Half-a-dozen  or  so  were  lowered  and  reversed  in  a 
minute,  and  the  men  poured  up  them  with  eager  haste. 
I  set  to  work  every  sapper  I  could  get  hold  of  or  to 
whom  amid  the  din  I  could  make  myself  audible,  to 
tear  down  the  rul)ble  stone-work  \\dth  which  the  salient 
of  the  escarp  was  riveted,  and  form  a  ramp  practicable 
for  ascent  without  ladders. . 

'The  long  continuance  of  dry  weather  which  pre- 
ceded the  assault  must  be  regarded  as  a  very  favourable 
circumstance.  The  gabions  staked  to  the  ground  with 
wooden  spikes  (with  which  the  cov  .iterscarp  was 
riveted)  were  torn  down,  and  used  in  forming,  with 
rocks,  stones,  and  debris,  a  small  parapet  across  the  ditch 
of  the  proper  left  face,  and  a  similar  counter-caponiere 
thown  up  also  on  the  other  side.  I  had  to  work,  how- 
ever, with  my  own  hands ;  it  was  difficult  to  get  any- 
one to  do  anything ;  the  men,  as  they  straggled  up  to 
the  assault  in  support  of  the  advance,  seemed  stunned 
and  paralysed — there  was  little  of  that  dash  and  en- 
thusiasm which  might  have  been  looked  for  from 
British  soldiers  in  an  assault;  in  fact  it  required  all 
the  efforts  and  example  of  their  offi'^ir:.  to  get  the  men 
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on,  and  these  were  rendered  almost  ineffective  fnau  the 
manner  in  which  the  various  regiments  soon  got  con- 
fused and  juml)h.'d  together.  The  men,  after  tiring 
from  beliind  tlie  traverses,  near  tlie  salient,  for  lialf-an- 
hour  at  the  enemy, — also  tiring  behind  his  parados 
and  traverses, — began  to  waver.  I  rushed  up  the 
salient  with  the  view  of  cheering  tliem  on,  and  the 
officers  exerted  themselves  to  sustain  tliem  ;  the  men 
gave  a  clieer  and  vent  at  it  afreslu  Tlie  supports  or 
reserv'es,  ordered  to  follow,  straggled  up  in  inctHcieut 
disorder,  ))ut  were  unable  to  press  into  tlie  work,  as  the 
men  in  advance,  occupying  the  salient,  refused  to  go 
on,  notwithstanding  the  devoted  etTorts  of  the  officers 
to  induce  them  to  do  so.  Whether  it  was  that  they 
dreaded  some  secret  trap,  or  some  mine  which  would 
destroy  the  whole  of  them  at  once — wdiether  it  was 
that  the  long  and  tedious  siege  works  had  lowered  their 
morale  —  or  whether  it  was  owing  to  the  dreadful 
manner  in  which  their  Division  (the  Light,  most  in- 
judiciously selected  to  lead)  had  been  cut  up  in  previous 
actions — it  is  a  melancholy  truth,  that  the  majority  of 
the  assaulting  column  did  not  display  the  spirit  and 
dash  of  thorough  good  soldiers,  when  assaulting  the 
enemy.  They  refused,  however,  to  retreiit,  and  seemed 
to  look  round  for  aid ;  I  trembled  when  I  saw  no  one 
coming,  and  looked  continually,  anxiously,  round  for 
the  reserves  I  considered,  as  a  matter  of  course,  would 
be  advanced  immediately  it  was  perceived  that  the 
leading  columns  had  failed  to  carry  the  position,  and 
were  commencinsr  to  waver. 
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Vlt  was  ill  vain,  liowuver,  to  look;  our  (icncraLs  had 
Icll  tlicir  reserv(,'S  about  an  hoiu''s  marcli  in  tlu;  n.-ar,  so 
tliat  even  if  our  soldiers  had  ciiarj^t'd  forwards,  as  thoy 
should  liave  done,  tlicy  wouhl  probably  havf  found 
themselves  coin])ronuse(l,  surrounded  l)y  the  enemy, 
and  immolated,  before  anv  assistance  could  liave  been 
Ijrouf^'ht  to  them.  I  had  just  j^iven  directions  to  the 
fraction  of  the  workin*;-  party  of  100  men  tohl  off  to  me, 
^vhich  reached  the  ditch,  what  they  were  to  do,  and  was 
returning'  towards  the  salient,  when  the  sad  rejiulse  took 
place.  What  In'ought  matters  completely  to  a  crisis,  I 
have  never  exactly  ascertained  :  I  heard  directly  after  I 
regained  our  trenches  that  three  officers  of  the  41st, 
after  vainly  strivinL>'  to  induce  the  men  to  advance, 
rushed  forward  toi^ether  and  were  all  three  siiot  down 
like  one  man  by  the  cross  lire  of  the  Kussians  behind 
their  parados.  This  was  the  tiirnin<2^-point,  according;' 
to  this  account,  of  the  men's  indecision — they  wavered 
and  fled.  I  was  near  tlie  counterscarp,  when  I  saw  the 
whole  livinj;'  mass  on  the  salient  begin  reeling  and  sway- 
ing to  and  fro.  In  a  moment  I  found  myself  knocked 
down  and  lying  on  my  face,  with  a  number  of  men 
scrambling  over  me — their  bayonets  running  throuo-h 
my  clothes.  I  expected  to  have  })een  stunned  and 
bayoneted,  and  to  have  Ijeen  left  insensible  in  the  ditch, 
or  shot  by  the  enemy  before  I  could  drag  myself  out  of 
it.  IFowever,  at  last  I  saw  an  opening,  and  holding  on 
by  my  hands  and  knees,  managed  to  force  my  way  to  it 
through  the  moving  mass,  and  regain  my  legs.  I  ran 
then  as  fast  as  I  could  towards  our  advanced  trenches, 
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the  u^rape  wliistlinf,'  past  me  like  liail,  and  the  JiUssians 
standing  on  the  top  of  their  parapets,  anil  tiring  volleys 
into  the  crowd  of  fuuitives. 

'  In  our  trenches  Jill  was  sluime,  rage,  and  fear — the 
men  were  crowded  together  and  disorganised,  ft  was 
liopeless  to  attempt  to  renew  the  attack  with  the  same 
troops.  My  8appers  all  went  to  the  (Quarries,  hut  I  re- 
mained for  more  than  half  an  iiour,  in  the  most  advanced 
trench,  with  the  shattered  remains  of  the  assaulting 
colnmn.  An  officer  of  the  92nd  came  up  to  me  and 
shook  me  by  the  hand,  savinu'  that  he  was  (And  to  see 
me  safe  and  sound,  and  that  of  his  regiment  he  was  the 
only  officer  left, — Major  Welsford  and  Colonel  JIancock 
(whose  wife,  poor  thing  !  was  then  in  the  Crimea) having 
both  been  killed,  and  several  oth  rs  wounded. 

'  Finding  there  was  to  be  no  attempt  to  renew  the 
attack,  and  mentally  returning  thanks  to  God  for  ray 
wonderful  preservation  from  imminent  peril,  I  returned 
to  join  my  party  at  the  (Quarries.  On  my  way  1  passed 
General  Sir  William  Codrington,  who  was  charged  with 
the  direction  of  the  attack,  sitting  in  one  of  the  trendies, 
with  his  aides-de-camp  about  him.  I  repeated  to  lii^a 
a  few  words  I  had  heard  fall  from  the  lips  of  an  officer 
of  the  33rd,  to  the  effect,  that  if  it  were  possilde  to  col- 
lect the  men  of  the  various  ret>iments  to<xtither,  under 
their  own  officers,  he  would  be  willing  to  renew  the 
assault.  Sir  William  said  the  fire  of  the  grape  was  too 
heavy  to  admit  of  the  attack  being  repeated  that  day.  I 
was  received  with  very  kind  and  hearty  congratulations 
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hy  (inc  friend  or  hrotlicr  offiror  nffcr  finotlicr,  whom  f 
eiicniiiitcrcd  ill  inv  jim^rcss  tliroui^'li  tlic  trciiclifs — 
AiidersoM,  cspcciiilly,  who  wiis  att:irh('(l  to  tlic  sanu' 
coinjiiiiiy  Jis  myself,  said  Ik;  had  Ix-eii  partieidarly 
anxious;  and  wlien  he  found  I  did  not  return  with  tiie 
Sappers,  tlion^'ht  it  was  all  over  with  me.  Tlie 
KnL;ineers"  Imt,  near  the  (Quarries,  ])resented  a  m.)st 
i.'itnentahle  spectacle  when  f  reached  it.  Kvery  stretdier 
liad  Iteeii  j)nt  into  requisition  for  carryiiiL;-  off  the 
wounded.  Sonn;  of  the  men  employed  as  hi'arers,  it 
was  said,  had  not  returned — remainint,'  away  to  avoid 
the  dan^'er  (for  death  and  wounds  were  rife  throu,;j;li 
every  part  of  the  lines  this  day,  and  men  were  actually 
killed  in  the  stretchers  on  which  they  ^,"^re  being  borne 
wounded  to  the  rear). 

'  Several  poor  fellows,  more  or  less  i:jrievously  wounded, 
were  lyin.u^  helpless  and  in  aL>-ony  in  the  trench.  Inside 
the  hut  was  a  poor  gimner,  with  his  le_o'  badly  shattered 
by  the  splinter  of  «i  shell.  Tn  frt^nt,  in  the  centre  of  the 
roadway,  lay  a  rifleman  dying-,  covered  with  blood  aliout 
tlie  liead  and  face,  and  foaming  at  the  mouth — a  most 
ghastly  spectacle.  Near  me  was  a  poor  fellow  shot  in 
the  small  of  the  back,  in  great  pain :  I  managed  to  raise 
}iim  up,  with  some  empty  sandbags,  to  make  his  posi- 
tion easier — this  was  all  I  could  do.  Thrc^e  or  four 
more  victims  lay  groaning  or  faint  and  silent  around  ; 
while  the  inexorable  roar  of  cannon  and  shot  continued, 
and  death  remained  busy  at  his  work.  The  rags  1  had 
taken  down  with  me  proved  very  useful :  I  boiind  u}) 
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the  wounds  of  several  |)o(>r  fellow  with  tl.  •»»,  iir  the 
ditch  of  the  Ivedan,  duriii'^  the  assault,  adimriistenuiy; 
some  hraudy  to  them  iVnm  my  tiask  ;  and  actually  '''«*»•'* 
thanked  liy  the  surge<»ii  in  thf  advanced  ti'cnches  \'<>r  i 
couple  which  I  gave  him  from  my  cap,  as  I  went  down 
(he  having  tohl  me  he  was  (pn'te  destitute  i>f  any 
supply!),  a,nd  that  hy  s(tm(^  shameful  neglect  he  hail 
heen  on  duty  during  a  tenitic^  hum))ardinent,  dressing 
the  wounds,  or  perlia])s  merely  roughly  hinding  them 
u|),  as  well  as  the  urgency  of  tin,'  case  would  admit, 
for  forty-eight  lienrs.  1  felt  very  indignant  and  dis- 
gusted at  this,  after  all  that,  has  been  iSaid  and  written 
on  this  ])aiid"ul  suhject. 

'Whilst  waiting  in  the  (Quarries  with  the  remains  of 
my  party  of  Sappers  (some  of  my  mere  liandful  uf 
twentv-two  having  been  killed  or  wounded),  a  naval 
officer  came  up  and  asked  for  KIphinstone,  the  Engineer 
officer  on  dut}^,  as  he  wished  the  direction  of  an  eni- 
hrasure  in  a  battery  to  be  .altered,  in  order  that  one  <;1 
the  mms  mi<dit  be  turned  on  some  shii)i)in<>'.  Though 
my  duty,  sti'ictly  speaking,  was  over,  yet  I  felt  I  was 
called  upon  to  supply  Klphinstone's  place  at  a  time  lik*- 
this,  and  therefore  repaired  with  a  party  ef  Sa[)i)ers  to 
the  battery  indicated.  I  heard  that  the  Russian  fire 
had  been  very  heavily  directed  on  this  and  an  adjoining 
hattery,  and  that  they  had  succeeded  in  silencing  several 
of  the  guns.  I  gave  the  necessary  directions  for  the 
alteration  of  the  embrasure,  and  then  repaired  to  a 
point  near  where  Col.  Chapman,  De  Vere,  and  several 
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others,  wrrc.  looking;'  over  tlic  piinipot,  uiid  watcliiiiLT 
jinxiou.sly,  as  well  us  the  ileiise  clouds  of  smoke  and 
dust  would  udniit,  the  assaidt  of  tlii'  I'VciK'h.  It  was 
impossible,  however,  to  distiuLJuish  any  ohjeet  very 
elearly  ;  all  was  din,  siuoke,  and  eonfusion.  A  kind  «d' 
hurricane  Mew  durin:^  the  day  of  the  assault,  and  pre- 
vented the  intended  co-opcraiiou  of  the  navy.  Col. 
Cha[)inJin  told  nu;  that  my  ladders  liad  been  admirably 
planted,  and  that  as  there  ap[)eared  riothiiii,'  Wiv  me 
then  to  do,  I  had  better  ^'o  and  report  myself  to  Sir 
William  Codrini^ton,  and  Jisk  him  if  he  re(juired  my 
services  any  iurther.  If  he  said  not,  I  was  to  return  to 
camp,  and  write  a  short  re})ort  of  the  assault  for  General 
Jones.  I  returned  to  the  (Quarries,  and  found  on  my 
way  there  that  8ir  Colin  Campbell  was  left  in  com- 
mand. I  aceordin<4'ly  adch'essed  my  euipiiries  to  him. 
He  told  me  that  he  should  not  want  me,  and  asked  me 
to  sit  down  beside  him,  and  <^ive  him  some  account 
of  the  attack.  I  did  so  in  a  few  words.  (.)n  my  way 
home,  everyone  that  I  met  who  knew  I  liad  been  with 
the  ladder  party,  seemed  astonished,  and  I  am  happy 
to  a(hl  glad,  to  see  me  back.  Tired,  and  excited  as  I 
was,  I  had  to  write  a  report,  wliicli  was  altered  on 
account  of  the  last  paragraph,  which  might  have  got 
me  into  trouble,  and  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of 
mentioning  the  names  of  the  Sappers  who  distinguished 
themselves.  There  were  nine,  I  think,  killed  or  wounded 
out  of  a  small  party  of  tweuty-two.  The  following  is 
a  copy  of  this  report : — 
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*  •'  n.  E.  Cumi) :  St-pt.  8,  1^55. 
'  "  Sill, 

***lii  ol)('(h't'nce  to  your  instnictions,  I  liave 
tlie  honour  to  report  for  your  information  tin-  proceed- 
ings, of  the  Sap])ers  and  I.idder  party  to  wliicli  I  Wiis 
attached  at  the  assatih  of  (he  lied.-m  tin's  morning.  I 
was  ordered  to  advanc«^  witli  tlie  la(hh'r  party  imme- 
diately after  the  sivirmisliers  had  ])een  thrown  out. 

**''Tlie  excitement  among  tlie  troo[)s  in  the  trenrhes, 
however,  was  so  great  when  they  perceived  that  the 
French  were  masters  of  the  .Mulakhotf,  that  they  ruslu'd 
unexpectedly  oV(.'r  the  parapets,  l)i'for<i  the  ladder  party 
had  had  time  to  get  clear  of  the;  advaticed  trencli.  I 
got  my  Sappers  to  the  front,  as  soon  as  possible,  with 
their  crowbars  and  axes,  and  ran  on  with  the  advanced 
hidders. 

*"The  enemy  opened  a  heavy  musketry  fire  uyton 
us,  and  occasioned  many  casualties  among  tin;  ladder 
party  ;  however,  the  men  pressed  rapidly  forward. 

*"The  al)atis  did  not  prove  a  serious  obstacle,  and 
the  ladders  were  soon  Lowered  into  tln'  ditch,  and 
reversed  from  the  counterscarp  to  the  escarp.  "J^hey 
were  placed  in  such  a  position  that  the  men  descending 
and  ascending  them  were  scarcely,  if  at  all,  ex])osed  to 
the  flanking  tire  of  the  Eussiaus  up  the  ditch  of  each 
face. 

*"The  ditch  of  the  Redan  itself  is  not  more  than 
15  or  16  feet  deep,  if  so  much,  and  only  8  feet  liroad, 
and  there  was  no  difficulty  experienced  in  forming  a 
ramp  for  the  men  to  ascend. 
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'"The  workiiio-  party  tuld  off  for  me  (consistiiii:^  of 
100  men  of  tlie  77tli  Rei;imeiit)  were  not  to  arrive  till 
tlie  whole  of  the  assaulting  column  had  come  up.  [, 
how(  ver.  employed  the  small  party  of  Sajjjx'rs  under  my 
eharj^'e  till  their  arrival,  with  a  few  men  of  the  assault- 
iui^  pf^i't}',  in  forming-  a  small  ea])oniere  across  the  ditch 
of  the  proper  left  face,  up  which  the  enemy  was  pouring 
volleys  of  musketry. 

'  "•' Gral)i<ms  w^ere  torn  dov;n  from  the  counterscarp, 
and  filled  as  w^ell  as  possible  with  loose  stones,  and  a 
partial  cover  was  soon  obtained. 

'  "  The  fire  of  the  enemy,  however,  was  so  hot  that, 
after  half-an-hoiu',  the  work  had  to  be  suspended.  A 
small  caponiere  was  also  in  course  of  construction 
across  the  ditch  of  the  proper  right  face,  near  the 
salient,  and  a  fair  cover  had  been  obtained  there  when 
the  assaulting  column  retreated.  A  portion  of  my 
working  party  had  arrived  just  before  tlie  troops  with- 
drew, and  they  were  engaged  on  these  caponieres,  and 
on  forudng  an  easy  ramp  into  the  ditch  from  the  glacis, 
when  the  repulse  took  place. 

' "  It  is  not  my  duty  to  offer  any  opinion  on  the 
general  arrangements  for  the  attack.  I  shall  therefore 
forbear  from  stating,  unless  called  upon  to  do  so,  the 
causes  which  in  my  opinion  led  to  its  failure. 

'  "  I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
'  "•  Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
' "  (teouge  Kankln, 

*"  Lieut.  Ixoyal  Engineers. 
*  *'  Lieut. -Col.  Cliiipmau,  C.B.,  &c.  &c.  &c." 
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'  \ftor  I  ]i!i(l  fiiiislied  my  report,  I  d'uod  with  Aiidi^r- 
son  and  liis  Ijrotlier,  the  sanu;  party  which  had  dined 
t()<rether  with  anxious  and  rather  (dooniv  torehodinirs 
on  the  jjreviuus  evening'.  Jictore  I  had  well  eaten  my 
dinner,  a  telegraphic  message  sunnuoncd  me  to  liead- 
•  juarters.  i  rode  there  with  C'a})tain  ]\luntagn,  I\.K. 
(  who  had  had  the  superintendence  of  the  various  parties 
at  the  assault),  and  found  the  old  (ieneral  sitting  up  in 
his  arm-chair,  looking  rather  grave  and  stern,  lie  was 
in  conversation  with  >Sir  William  Codrington,  who  had 
evidently  been  giving  him  a  description  of  the  day's 
proceedings.  I  explained  to  him  ahout  the  dit-jh  of  the 
ivedan,  and  answered  a  number  of  (questions,  and  he 
then  told  me  1  might  go.  1  retired  to  rest,  on  this 
eventful  day,  hardly  able  to  express  ni}'  gratitude  to 
(.fed  for  my  deliverance. 

*I  was  very  tired,  but  the  heavy  fire  of  cannon 
which  still  continued,  and  my  excitement,  prevented 
much  sleep. 

*  Sept.  d. — 1  was  awakened  from  a  Ijroken  slumljer, 
at  about  four  this  morning,  by  a  tremendous  explosion, 
and  soon  after  heard  Micholson  (who  had  just  come  back 
from  a  night's  trench  duty )  assert,  that  the  Russians  had 
evacuated  the  town,  and  were  tiring  their  magazines  by 
g;alvanic  batteries.  1  inunediately  dressed,  and  after  a 
cup  of  coffee  rode  off  with  Nicholson,  I>e  \'ere,  and  Sir 
Edward   Colebrooke  (an    English    gentleman   who  had 

\  Cj  CD 

come  out  in  his  yacl't  to  see  the  fun)  towards  Sebastopol. 
Wii  had  not  gone  far,  Ijefore  Ave  saw  an  immejise  cloud 
rise  into  the  air,  accompanied  by  a  deep  sullen  sound, 
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the  explosion  of  anotlier  lar^'e  raai>'fizine.  Tlie  whole  of 
Sebastopol  was  in  flames;  l)ut  nearly  half  of  ihc.  burn- 
ing cit}'  was  hidden  hy  the  impenetrable  cloud  caused 
by  the  explosion.  The  huge  line-of-battle  ships  which 
formerly  lay  like  grim  floating  towers,  blocking  up  the 
harbour,  had  been  sunk.  Nothinu'  of  them  but  tlie 
tops  of  the  masts  was  visible.  A  few  steamers,  hiking" 
melancholy  and  isolated  in  tlie  midst  of  the  general 
wreck,  alone  remained  of  the  fleet  which  had  spread 
terroi  over  the  Black  Sea,  and  the  possession  of  which 
had  been  urged  so  strongly  by  the  Eussiau  negotiators. 
'  When  we  reached  the  Woronzoff  ravine,  we  met 
Hi'dilanders  bearinc:  out  the  wounded  men  found  scat- 
tered  over  the  ground  in  the  neifdibourhood  of  the 
Redan.  By  some  unaccountable  negligence,  though  it 
appears  that  the  Kedan  had  been  in  our  possession  from 
midnight,  or  eleven  o'clock  on  the  previous  evening, 
these  poor  fellows,  though  exposed  the  whole  night  to 
the  cold,  had  not  had  any  species  of  refreshment  ad- 
ministered to  them.  I  gave  the  flrst  three  or  four  I 
met  some  brandy  from  a  small  flask  I  had  with  me,  but 
this  was  soon  exhausted,  and  I  thought  I  could  do  some 
good  l)y  returning  to  camp  and  loading  a  baggage  pony 
with  iialf-a-dozen  bottles  of  brandy,  and  taking  a  couple 
of  servants  with  water  canteens  and  drinking  cup>. 
Sir  Edward  Colebrooke*  approved  of  my  idea;  we 
returned  together,  and  on  our  way  back  again  to  the 


*  I  take  tlio  opportunity  which  the  mention  of  this  jientlenian, 
as  assoL'iated  with  my  brother  in  a  work  of  mercy,  ailonls  me,  to 
express  the  g:ratitude  which  all  my  family  feel  at  his  generous 
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Redan,  were  able  to  refresh  upwards  of  fifty  poor 
fellows,  some  of  them  in  the  hist  stages  of  faintness 
and  exhaustion,  with  l)randy  and  water. 

'The  refreshment  was,  in  all  cases,  most  gratefully 
received,  with  the  exception  of  several  too  desperate  for 
any  remedy.  We  emptied  four  or  five  bottles  in  a 
short  time,  and  I  hope  did  some  good.  I  saw  Sir  Colin 
Campbell,  who  seemed  to  approve  of  what  I  was  doing, 
and  told  me  I  was  playing  the  good  Samaritan. 

*  So  gre.'it  had  been  tlie  neglect  of  the  proper  au- 
thorities, that  I  actually  gave  a  wounded  man  sonn^ 
brandy  and  water  with  my  own  hand,  as  he  lay  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ditch  of  the  Redan,  on  the  spot  where  he 
had  received  his  wound.  I  refreshed  several  poor  Rus- 
sians who  were  found  wounded,  and  whc*  expressed  their 
gratitude  in  a  sort  of  uncouth  joy.  The}'  were  simple, 
ignorant-looking  fellows,  perfectly  virtuous  of  ambition 
— bodies  without  souls. 

'The  salient  of  the  Redan  presented  a  terrible  ap- 
pearance. Outside  the  ditch,  and  a  little  to  the  left  of 
the  salient  angle,  in  a  small  hole,  lay  the  bodies  of  fifty 
or  sixty  English  soldiers,  thickly  piled  together.  Near 
the  crest  of  the  counterscarp  was  an  officer  with  his 
band  stretched  out  as  if  in  the  act  of  waviiiLr  his  sword. 
His  features  were  not  distorted,  but  noble,  composed, 
and  manly,  though  a  portion  of  his  head  had  been 
carried  away  by  a  grape-shot. 

SMiipatliy  to  us  during  oiu*  g-reat  aflliction,  and  the  kind  mention  he 
has  made  of  my  brother'^  name  in  liis  interesting  Journal,  which 
I  have  liad  the  privilege  of  reading. — Editor. 


i 


218 


CANADA    AND    THK   CRIMEA. 


! 


ii 


t 


'* 


*The  flitch  near  tlie  salient  was  full  of  l)0(li('s, 
jjfabions,  and  debris,  lyiiii;"  in  liorribhi  chaos  to^^ethrr. 
Inside  the  Kedau  few  bodies  were  to  be  seen,  Ijut  a 
handful  of  our  men  having  penetrated  into  the  in- 
terior. At  a  ])oint,  however,  more  than  twenty  yards 
from  the  salient,  I  saw  the  body  of  a  yonng  Knglisli 


<r 


officer,  and  close  to  him,  three  or  four  sokiiers  Ivin 
side  ))y  side,  or  across  the  bodies  of  several  Jvussians. 
Tlie  attitudes  of  the  various  hgures  bespoke  the  energy 
of  their  death  struggle.  There  were  several  Jxussians, 
wounded,  sitting  or  lying  on  the  terre-plein  of  the 
interior,  or  concealed  in  the  splinter-proof  barracks  con- 
structed under  the  parapets,  but  I  did  not  see  many 
dead  bodies.  At  one  of  the  flanking  batteries  I  saw  a 
deeply  impressive  spectacle,  and  from  it  was  enabled  to 
form  au  idea  of  the  devotiou  of  the  Kussian  artillery- 
men. 

'  On  l)Oth  sides  of  the  gnns  were  the  bodies  of  the 
gunners  lying  one  upon  the  other,  five  or  six  deep. 
AH  around  were  strewn  canisters  of  the  grape-shot  they 
had  been  firing  to  the  very  last.  The  Redan  prcned  a 
very  large  work,  luidefended  at  the  gorge,  except  by  a 
single  infantry  trench,  Init  with  huge  traverses,  and  a 
double  line  of  parapet,  which  would  enable  the  defenders 
to  open  a  cross  fire  on  the  head  of  any  colunm  advanc- 
ing from  the  salient-angie  (as  they  actually  did  on  our 
troops).  The  width  of  the  work  at  the  gorge  facilitated 
the  advance  of  reinforcements,  while  it  rendei'ed  the 
formation  of  a  lodgment  more  difficult.  The  wh(de 
interior  space  was  ploughed  up  by  our  shot  and  shell 
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in  the  most  terrific  manner.  It  was  a  mere  eha,os  of 
deep  holes,  dismounted  guns,  shattered  gai)i(»ns,  broken 
iron,  and  solid  shot.  It  seemed  a  marvel  to  us  how 
meji  could  have  existed  in  such  a  plaee  at  all. 

'The  losses  of  the  Ixussians  from  our  tire,  Avhen  their 
works  must  have  been  filled  with  troo})s  in  re'adiness  to 
repel  an  assault,  must  have  been  terrific.  A  certain 
garrison,  however,  the  defenders  could  hold  .safe  and 
sound.  We  found  under  the  luige  piles  of  parapets 
and  traverses,  both  in  the  31alakhoff  and  the  Redan, 
long  splinter-proof  barracks,  calculated  to  contain 
several  hundred  men,  most  bt^lidlv  constructed  with 
beams  and  the  masts  of  ships,  and  ])erfectly  safe  from 
the  effects  of  the  heaviest  projectih.'S.  Long  lines  of 
beds,  in  double  tiers,  where  the  men  slept  at  night, 
were  found  in  these  galleries  and  barracks,  covered 
with  coats  aud  clothes,  full  to  overflowing  of  fleas,  and 
perfumed  '"'a  la  liasse."'  ^Soldiers'  wooden  spoons, 
fragments  of  their  black  bread,  innumerable  articles  of 
clothing  and  accoutrements  (some  ni'arly  new)  were 
scattered  about  these  splinter-proofs  and  the  |)arapets 
of  the  work.  I  hits  for  the  ofhcers  were  also  discovered, 
containing  cupboards,  empty  wine  bottles,  and,  in  some 
cases,  chairs. 

'My  faithful  domestic  (a  Sapper  named  ^lunro),  who 
accompanied  me,  bore  off  an  arm-chair  from  the  Kedan 
in  triumph,  which  afterwards  decorated  my  tent  (and 
in  which  I  now  sit  as  I  write  this),  probably  used  l>y 
some  liussian  Captain  or  Colonel. 

'  Walking  with  Cxridiam  and  Campbell  (whom   1   met 
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viewino-  the  works)  towards  tlie  ^Nlalakhoff,  I  encouD- 
tered  (icneral  Simpson,  to  wliom  I  was  introduced  ]»y 
Colonol  Cliapni.'in,  as  the  engineer  officer  wlio  led  tlic 
lad(h'r  party.  Tlie  Gen(  ral  said  he  liad  lieard  of  me, 
and  tliat  I  was  a  fortunate  fellow  to  have  escaped.  I 
looked  upon  our  renrontre  with  some  satisfaction,  as 
I  considert!(l  my  being  thus  prominently  broui^ht  under 
the  notice  of  the  Commander-in-Cldef  mijjfht  increase 
my  chance  of  being  mentioned  in  despatches.  Colonel 
(Jliapman  told  me  to  direct  any  l-ioyal  Engineer  officers 
1  met  to  come  back  to  camp  as  soon  as  they  could,  as 
their  services  would  probably  be  required.  We  had  all 
of  us  visions  of  various  duties  and  occupations  before 
us.  Surveys,  plans  of  the  Kussian  works,  ^tc,  demoli- 
tion of  forts  and  docks,  and  perhaps  the  construction 
of  fresh  batteries  to  silence  those  of  the  Kussians  on 
the  north  shore.  However,  the  great  consolation — tlie 
inexpressible  relief — of  the  termination  of  "  duty  in  the 
trenches  "  had  come,  and  other  Migues  and  dangers 
seemed  child's  play  to  this  great  all-absorbing  service. 
I  walked  w4th  Major  Campl)ell  and  Lieutenant  Graham 
almost  as  far  as  the  larjje  white  buildin<>-s  beliind  the 
Kedan,  perforated  in  all  parts,  and  a  scene  of  desolation 
and  ruin  from  our  batteries.  The  whole  of  the  civil 
portion  of  the  city  was  still  in  a  blaze ;  and  as  it  was 
quite  uncertain  where  the  Russians  might  have  secreted 
their  nunes,  or  what  fort  or  buildings  they  might  intend 
to  blow  up,  it  w^as  by  no  means  prudent  to  venture  far 
into  the  town.     We  had  no  time  to  look  at  the  Mala- 
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khoff,  and,  in  fact,  were  rather  hunj>Ty,  havinf]^  had  only 
a  sort  of  military  snatch  before  starting  forth  on  our 
rambles. 

'The  Church  service,  performed  under  our  rougli 
tarpaulin  roof,  was  very  impressive  to-day,  though  it 
was  difficult  to  abstract  one's  thoutdits  from  the  stirrin<; 
events  wliich  had  taken  place. 

'Sept.  10.— -I  rode  down  with  Anderson  to  visit 
the  ruins  of  the  still  buruinLT  citv.  We  were  enabled 
to  traverse  the  military  portion  of  tlu;  town  without 
molestation.  We  found  the  ma^unihcent  ran<;(?s  of 
white  barracks  and  public  buildings  all  more  or  loss 
injured;  tiie  barracks  near  the  Kedan  perforated  in  all 
directions  by  cannon  shot,  or  torn  and  smashed  by 
shells;  a  number  of  smaller  buildings,  probably  the 
poorer  suburbs,  literally  a  mere  heap  of  ruins.  The 
requirements  of  the  vast  defensive  works  were  mani- 
fested by  the  gutting  and  dismantling  of  several  tine 
ranges  of  barracks,  solely  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
materials  from  them  for  powder  magazines,  splinter- 
proofs,  and  platforms.  While  endeavouring  to  force 
our  way  through  the  civil  portion  of  the  town,  occupied 
by  the  P'rench,  we  enccnmtered  Greneral  Pelissier  and  a 
large  staff,  and  were  warned  by  one  of  the  Generals  on 
the  staff  not  to  advance  further,  because  an  explosion 
was  expected  to  take  place  in  the  town.  We  acc(.)rd- 
ingly  turned  back,  and  reached  the  Malakhoff,  on  our 
way  home,  about  the  same  time  as  the  French  General. 
lie  is  a  small,  very  active  looking  man.     He  jumped  (jff 
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liisi  liorso,  and  ran  down  into  one  of  tlic  ditr]i(S  of  the 
iNIalaklioff,  with  the  vivacity  of  a  schoolboy.* 

*  TIh!  .Malaklioff  ])r('S('nted  a  •,diastly  spectacio,  (h';ul 
Ivinjx  cvorvwhcro  in  it  and  near  it  ;  Russians  cviih-ntly 
shot  wliih'  rnnniriL^  away,  and  Zouaves  kilh^l  wlulst  in 
tlie  ardour  of  pursuit ;  nohh'-lookin_<4-  fellows  lyin^  dead 
on  tiie  escarps  and  the  eiuhrasnres,  all  aloni,'  the  ditch 
leadinii'  from  the  INIalakhoff  to  the  Little  Jxcdaii  :  bodies 
in  every  attitnde,  with  faces  little  distorted,  but  rather 
ennobled  by  deatli.  j\lany  of  the  dead  had  been  col- 
lected and  bnried,  bnt  there  were  at  least  a  thousand 
or  fifteen  hnndred  lyinji^  abont  in  all  directions,  fillinc; 
the  ditclies,  or  collected  to_L>;ether  for  interment.  ] 
ftmcied  I  shoidd  never  liave  been  able  to  look  on  the 
dead  on  a  battle-field  ;  however,  as  my  three  weeks  of 
warfare,  from  the  battle  of  Tchernaya  to  the  urand 
assanlt,  lias  been  nothini,^  but  bloodshed  and  death,  1 
am  now  familiarised  with  the  spectacle. 

'  While  rn'u'ini>-  on  the  men  to  the  assaidt  of  the 
Redan,  f  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  dead  and  dyinp^,  and 
poor  fellows  in  every  state  of  suffering  lay  ai'onnd.  It 
was  a  scene  of  sucli  horror,  that  I  have  hardly  yet 
recovered  from  the  shock.  The  P^'rench  say  we  fought 
well  at  tlie  l\edan,  and  that  if  we  had  succeeded  in 
gaining  possession  of  it,  we  could  not  have  held  it,  as 
it  is  quite  open  and  very  wide  at  the  gorge,  and  the 
Russians  could  consequently  bring  up  heavy  masses  oi" 

*  It  was  probably  General  Bosquet  my  brother  saw  on  this 
occasion. — Editoe. 
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ifU'n  to  cnvehjpe  and  crush  our  strai^-j^dinn'  colunni  of 
assault,  already  torn  and  disordered  hv  a  tci'rific  tlaiik 
fire  of  i>'rap('  nn  their  advance.  Instead,  tlicndnrc,  of 
our  T.seless  and  hh)ody  assault,  we  slionld,  in  my 
opinion,  have  (h)ne  much  Ix-ttcr  had  we  sent  two  or 
tlire(!  re,L,dments  to  assist  tlit;  French  in  liolding  the 
]\Ialakliotf,  and  wlicn  they  Jiad  gained  a  (h-cided  footinj^', 
and  been  enaljled  to  tuin  some  (»f  tlie  j^nins  in  the 
]MaLikhaff  to  sweep  tJie  i^'ori,'*'  of  the  Redan,  made  our 
assault  on  that  work,  which  beiiiL,'  isolated  and  shut  to 
reinforcements,  must  have  succundied  to  a  vigorous 
and  s})irited  attack.  This  is  the  more  certiiin,  as,  even 
as  it  was,  had  onr  Generals  em])loyed  their  reserves 
properly,  we  shonld,  in  my  opinion,  have  carried  the 
work  and  held  it. 

'The  Eedan  is,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  ninch 
stronu-er  than  the  ^lalaklioff;  the  latter,  from  its  cont- 
immding  position,  is  a  very  im[)osin^-  looking*  work,  but 
to  onr  surprise,  we  found  it  very  badly,  if  at  all, 
flanked;  whereas  the  J-iedan  is  flanked  by  an  indented 
line  mountini>-  half-a-dozen  or  more  heavy  guns  on  one 
face,  and  on  the  others  by  Ijatteries  in  a  ravine,  very 
diflicult  of  access  to  our  projectiles.  JJy  far  the 
strono-est  work  of  the  whole  is  the  Flagstaff  J3attery, 
covering  the  civil  portion  of  the  town;  the  defences 
here  are  very  well  contri\  eil,  and  so  formidable  that  I 
niiuht  safelv  stake  my  existence  that  no  trooi)s  in  the 
world  coidd  carry  them  if  only  tolerably  defended. 
The  Flagstaff  is  in  itself  a  Ivedan,  with  a  broad  deej) 
ditch  with  palisades  and  military  pits  in  it :  beyond  the 
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conntcrscfirp  of  the  siilieut  ls  a  small  iJattcry  of  Lfiiiis 
and  mortars,  swecpiiif,'  tho  approach  and  lirinu'  into  oiir 
lines,  wliicli  it  sees  into  most  unph'asantly.  Jithind 
tlie  K«'dan  are  two  or  three  «>tlier  stront;  lines  of  en- 
tren(;hnients  niountinji^  the  heaviest  jLfuns,  and  when  all 
these  ai'e  passed  you  suddenly  come  upon  a  battery 
sweepiii}:;"  the  approach  to  the  town,  and  placed  on  a 
risinijr  knoll  in  front  of  some  l>uildin<;s  very  difficult  to 
carry  by  assault;  this  position  is,  therefore,  impregnable, 
and  it  is  extremely  fortunate  for  us  that  it  was  not  the 
key  of  the  whole. 

'The  extent  of  the  French  siege  works  is  enormous. 
T  suppose  that  altogether  there  must  be  thirty  or  f(jrty 
miles  of  trenches  and  zigzags  in  fr(mt  of  Sebastopol. 

*  The  Jvussians  possessed  innnense  advantages  over  us 
In  liaving  all  the  stores  of  the  dockyard  available  and 
close  at  hand,  and  all  the  heavy  guns  and  ammunition 
from  their  ships  and  arsenal,  while  we  had  to  drag 
everything  over  miles  of  morass  and  mud,  and  do  idl 
our  nulitary  work  also  with  a  mere  handful  of  men. 
The  interior  of  all  the  Kussian  works  is  tremendously 
ploughed  up  by  our  shot  and  shell,  but  all  the  parapets 
for  purposes  of  defence  are  sound  and  good ;  we  may 
look  upon  our  success  as  a  marvel.  It  is  no  disgrace 
to  the  Kussians  ;  no  army  could  have  fought  better,  or 
defended  itself  with  more  iniHincliing  courage  and 
skill.  An  officer  of  artillery  tells  me  tliat  his  battery 
fired  right  into  dense  columns  of  Ilussian  troops, 
advancing  to  drive  the  French  out  of  the  Malakhoff, 
and  he  could  clearly  see  the  effects  of  its  shot ;  whole 


ENTUY   INTO   SEDASTOrOL. 


-)f  ,ii;ini> 
nto  niir 

■f  of    ('11- 

•1  It'll  all 
jtiittery 
i!(l  oil  a 
ficult  to 
_^giiable, 
not  the 


ormous. 
or  forty 
opol. 
<  over  ns 
l1)1(!  and 
I  limit  ion 
to  drag 
1  do  all 
of  men. 
ndoiisly 
[)anipets 
we  may 
disgrace 
etter,  or 
fige  and 
battery 
troops, 
ilaklioff, 
whole 


ranks  wore  ploiiglicd  un  by  it,  l»ut  tht- column  remained 
as  steady  and  firm  as  if  not  a  single  shot  was  litin-'- 
fired  into  it. 

'  l^»tli  armies,  it  is  unnecessary  1<»  say,  liayc  a  ''reat 
respect  tor  tlieir  opponents.  Tlie  (hiy  after  the  assault, 
.30,()()()  fresh  tro(»jts  marched  into  Sebastopol ;  their 
arrival  thus  late  must  be  regarded  as  anotiier  liajijiy 
accident,  or  rather  interposition  ()f  Providence,  as  their 
presence  on  the  preceding  day  might  have  turned  the 
scale  against  us. 

'The  French  have  undertaken  the  police  of  the 
town,  and  the  streets  are  lined  by  their  pickets.  The 
churches  (none  of  which  have  been  destroyed  by  the 
.Russians)  are  used  as  guard-rooms,  with  a  few  other 
buildings  which  preserve  the  semblance  of  a  roof,  and 
our  brave  allies  may  be  seen  chatting  together  in  lively 
groups  over  their  rjitions  and  "vin  ordin;iire,'"  witli 
their  arms  piled,  and  glittering  in  the  sun,  in  front 
of  them.  I  rode  yesterday  through  all  the  French 
portion  of  the  town;  we  have  the  military  side,  and 
come  in  for  huge  Ijarracks,  hospitals,  S:c.,  most  of  them 
dilapidated,  but  of  vast  size  and  admirably  built ;  these 
may  perhaps  be  fitted  for  the  reception  of  a  division  of 
the  army  during  the  winter. 

'The  harbour  is  the  m(»st  lamentable  spectacle  of 
desolation  I  ever  witnessed,  completely  choked  and 
filled  with  wrecks  and  the  masts  of  sunken  vessels." 
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and  tlitM'iisiiinj^diiy  ;  ))ut  on  th<;  uioriiinj^'of  tlic  KMli, 
I  witncsHod  ii  spectacle  more  terrible  tlian  any  I  liad 
yet  witnessed.  Ahont  a  thonsand  or  more  poor  wounded 
Eussian  soldiers  and  officers  were  found  in  a  larj^e 
buildinjjf  near  the  ruins  of  K.)rt  Paul,  on  tin  moriiin«»' 
of  the  lOth.  They  had  passed  nearly  two  days  in  aj^^ony 
and  misery,  without  food  or  any  assistance.  Many  dead 
were  there,  and  the  stench  in  the  vast  charnel-house  of 
horror  so  dri.'adful,  that  it  is  a  niarve'lliowany  had  sup- 
ported existence.  It  is  a  stain  on  the  humanity  of  the 
Russians  that  they  could  thus  leave  these  poor  wretches 
to  their  fate  without  even  indicating*  where  they  were. 
A  flag  over  the  building,  or  even  a  surgeon  or  officer 
with  a  flag  of  truce  left  behind  to  explain  and  direct 
our  attention  to  the  hospital,  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient. A  flag  of  truce  was,  I  believe,  sent  over  from 
the  north  shore  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  and  some 
Russian  officers  selected  from  amongst  the  mass  of  poor 
sufferers  those  whom  they  thought  the  most  likely  to 
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recover  from  their  wounds,  .'iiid  cmiciI)!!'  of  hein^'  M;;iiiu 
reudrn-d  tit  for  service.  All  tin-  l»;id  eases  I  l,c;ird  nvcit 
left  to  the  Kui;Iisli  :iiid  |''n  iicli  surj^coiis.  Tliey  li:i(i 
eiloU};!!  ou  tlirir  liauds  as  i1  w;is,  tliou^li  they  of  eoursc 
undtTtdok  tiicir  j);iiiiful  task  ;is  well  ;is  they  ('(tuld. 

*This  loiijjj  sie^e, —  thf  dreary  drud^^^Ty  of  tniu-h 
duty,-  the  constant  spectaclo  of  dcjith  and  wounds, 
iinaccompimied  hy  excitement, — tiie  losses  of  our  old 
soldiers,  and  the  frcsli  (lr;iu^hls  of  yoiuii;-  recruits  that 
liave  heen  sent  out,  have  all  eontrihutcd  to  d<'{»ress  and 
demondise  our  army;  who  can  \V(»nd('r  iit  it?  M;u-ch- 
in«j^  down  for  periods  of  twenty-four,  sometimes  thirty- 
six  hours  toj;ether,  exposed  in  a  diteii  to  \n;  kiMed  as 
they  slept  or  while  ;it  work,  tired  ;nid  dispirited  as  tliey 
wended  their  weary  way  hack  to  the  camp:  they  nuist 
have  hard  hearts  indi'ed,  who  eannot  make  sonu-  alh)W- 
ance  for  men  thus  sorely  tried.  No  one  can  imagine 
what  the  work  has  heen;  even  I,  though  out  so  short  a 
tinu',  felt  a  onjiwini;'  anxi«'ty  eatin;^-  into  my  mind.  I 
was  very  mucli  exposed  on  duty,  and  I  never  could  feel 
any  contich-nce,  when  I  W(nit  down  for  a  ni^ht  in  the 
trenches,  that  I  should  return.  Our  army,  \  fe(d  sure, 
■will  recover  l)y  a  campaign  in  the  field,  which  is  much 
more  congenial  with  the  feelings  of  the  soldiers,  and 
has  much  that  is  animatinj^-  and  insi)iring  ahoiit  it. 

*The  native  strength  of  the  Kussian  soldier's  con- 
stitution was  demonstrated  in  several  instances.  I  saw 
a  poor  fellow  sitting  on  the  steps  of  the  Hospital,  who 
had  prohahly  passed  nearly  ftjrty-eight  hours  without 
sustenance,  supporting  the  stump  of  one  of  his  legs,  the 
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lower  part  of  wliich  must  either  have  been  shot  away 
or  amputated.  The  man  did  not  look  very  faint  or  ill, 
and  ))ore  his  sufferings  witliout  a  groan.  Above  tliis 
scene  of  misery  was  a  store,  full  of  Eussian  uniforms, 
helmets,  &g.  I  obtained  a  few  trifles  as  trophies.  The 
harbour  and  dockyard  creek  near  this  hospital  were 
strewn  with  fragments  of  wrecked  ships,  and  a  small 
steamer,  partially  burnt  and  submerged,  was  washed  by 
i\\e  swell  almost  against  the  quay  walls.  The  Kussians 
appeared  to  be  very  loth  to  burn  the  Vladimir  (their 
pet  steamer). 

*  One  of  the  sul)alterns  of  my  company  was  ordered 
down  with  a  detachment  of  sailors  to  build  a  battery  on 
the  coast,  the  night  after  the  attack,  for  the  purpose  of 
sinking  iier.  The  jack-tars  were  roused  to  the  highest 
pitch  of  enthusiasm,  and.  worked  like  demons.  The 
steamer  moved  up  within  a  hundred  yards  or  so  of 
them,  and  took  a  melancholy  glance  at  their  prepara- 
tions. In  front  of  her  was  the  whole  English  fleet. 
Escape  seemed  impossible,  and  tlie  final  step  of  burn- 
ing the  vessel  was  at  lengtli  (to  the  great  anger  and 
disgust  of  our  sailors)  resorted  to.  When  she  came 
close  up,  they  proposed  to  suspend  work,  and  sink  her 
with  a  field  gun. 

'  Fort  Paul,  standing  at  the  end  of  a  spit  of  land, 
nmning  out  into  the  harbour,  and  probably  not  more 
than  seven  hundred  or  eight  hundred  yards  from  the 
nearest  Kussian  batteries  on  the  opposite  shore,  was  a 
shapeless  mound  of  ruin ;  its  demolition  had  been  per- 
fect.    Fort  Nicholas  had  been  partially  burned,  but  the 
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sea  bomb-proof  wall  was  still  uninjured,  and  the  embra- 
sures for  u[>wards  of  150  guns  were  as  intact  and  solid 
as  ever.  Tlie  enemy's  arrangements  for  blowing  up 
this  fort  must  have  failed.  Possibly  the  wires  connect- 
ing the  mines  witli  galvanic  batteries  on  the  opposite 
shore,  were  broken  by  coming  in  collision  with  the 
wreck  of  sunken  vessels,  or  some  timber  or  large  float- 
ing body  may  have  driven  against  them  by  the  heavy 
sea  wliich  was  runnini>'  durin.<>'  the  wliole  of  the  8tli. 

O  (J) 

The  walls  of  Fort  Alexander  also  stand  very  well, 
thougli  tlie  enemy  managed  to  explode  the  mines  in- 
tended, witliout  doubt,  for  their  destruction. 

'  I  visited  tlie  French  portion  of  the  town  a  few  days 
after  the  place  was  taken,  in  company  with  Lieut. 
Graham,  I{.  E.  We  were  neither  of  us  provided  with 
the  recpiisite  papers  for  the  French  trenches,  and  the 
whole  of  the  main  street  of  the  civil  portion  of  the  city, 
occupied  by  our  gallant  allies,  glistened  with  the  bay- 
onets of  their  pickets.  Yet,  nevertheless,  through  the 
ignorance  and  vanity  of  a  little  French  sentry,  who  mis- 
took our  English  "  permit "'  for  a  correct  document,  we 
manajxed  to  ol)tain  an  entrance  into  the  ruined  streets. 

'  Sebastopol  is  finely  situated,  and  laid  out  in  broad 
spacious  streets.  Some  of  the  houses,  though  now 
nothino:  in  jxeneral  remained  of  them  but  blackened 
disflgured  walls,  must  have  been  very  handsome  and 
elegant.  The  club-house  and  several  churches  remained 
neatly  intact.  The  principal  church  had  been  already 
converted  into  a  French  guard-room.  We  looked  with 
the  deepest  interest  at  the  remains  of  the  famous  city. 
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and  noted  even  witliin  its  streets  preparations  for  ob- 
stinate and  desperate  defence.     There  were  barricades 
at  intervals  down  the  streets,  and  fire-arms  and  gun- 
powder we    learnt   had   heen    found  in   many   houses. 
What  the  final  struggle  might  have  l)een,  had  not  God 
in  his  infinite  mercy  permitted  our  surprise  to  succeed,  it 
is  almost  too  terrible  to  picture.     All  the  scenes  of  Idood 
here  enacted  would  have  shone  feebly  by  the  side  of  it. 
We  rode  to  P^)rt  Nicholas,  close  to  which  is  a  large  open 
space,  used  by  the  Russians  during  the  siege  as  a  market- 
y)lace.     It  was  almost  the  only  part  of  the  city  out  of 
reach  of  our  shot  and  shell.     A  naval  officer  on  Ijoard 
one  of  the  ships  of  the   fieet  told    me,  it   was  always 
densely  crowded,  and  that  hu'ge  military  parties  were 
constantly  employed  there,  making  gabions,  itc.     From 
Fort  Nicholas  the  Russians  could  be  seen  very  plainly 
walking  about,  with  apparent  unconcern,  on  the  oppo- 
site shore,  or  on  the  tops  of  the  parapets  of  their  re- 
doubts.    From  this  point  their  works  on  the  north  side 
had  a  most  formidable  appearance ;  battery  after  battery, 
rising  tier  above  tier,  seemed  ready  at  a  given  signal  to 
lay  the  remains  of  the  devoted  city  into  ashes,  and  to 
render  the  whole  uninhabital)le  to  the  victors.     Graham 
and  I  dismounted  from  our  horses  (as  we  did  not  wish 
to  tempt  a  Russian  rifleman  by  l)eing  too  conspicuous), 
and  leaving  them  in  charge  of  a  French  sentry,  ad- 
vanced in  front  of  the  fort,  and  close  to  the  water.     The 
masts  of  the  Tivdve  Apostles,  and  other  line-of-battle- 
ships,  were  almost  within  a  stone's-throw  of  the  spot 
where  we  stood.     With  a  telescope,  I  could  almost  dis- 
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corn  tbe  features,  wbilst  I  was  enabled  clearly  to  watcb 
tbe  movements  of  Ivussian  workini;-  j)arties,  pursuinnj 
tbeir  avocations  as  cjuietly  and  unconcernedly  as  if 
notbing  bad  bappened.  (i roups  of  two  or  tbree  mi<;bt 
be  observed  here  and  tbere  standin<jf  lookintr  at  tlieir  lost 
city,  and  watcbinjj^  a  few  stragg-lers  who,  like  ourselves, 
bad  readied  tbe  opposite  coast.  As  if  by  mutual  consent, 
bostilities  seemed  to  bave  been  suspended,  l^otli  armies, 
weary  witli  figliting,  were  taking  a  kind  of  lioliday. 
We  found  tliat  tlie  Frencli  portion  of  tbe  town  was  v<'ry 
strictly  guarded,  and  saw  nobody  but  sentinels,  a  few 
Frencb  officers,  and  some  of  the  English  staff,  who  bad 
doubtless  witli  some  trouble  obtained  permission  to 
enter  tbe  place  from  the  French  bead-([uarters.  We 
therefore  considered  ourselves  fortiuiate  in  having: 
olitained  this  early  view,  and  rather  congratulated 
ourselves  on  our  successful  impudence. 

*The  English  are  not  allowed  to  enter  the  town,  a 
cordon  of  cavalry  being  drawn  up  to  prevent  it.  Tbe 
Frencb  bave  it  all  to  tliemselves.  Tbere  can  be  few  of 
the  excesses  which  generally  attend  a  successful  assault 
perpetrated.  Almost  all  tlie  valual)les  an;  either  burnt 
or  removed;  and  the  inhabitants,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, have  ([uitted  the  devoted  city. 

*Tbe  Russians  are  now  in  the  forts  on  the;  north 
shore,  and  in  a  large  entrenched  camp  close  to  the 
harbour.  They  will  probably  open  fire  upon  us  soon. 
Last  night  was  a  disagreealde  one  in  camp ;  tbe  wind 
blew  witli  great  viob-nc',  accompanied  with  clouds  of 
dust,  which  soon  filled  the  tents  aud  reduced  everything 
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to  an  uniform  dral).  Tlie  tent  viV)rated  to  and  fro,  and 
I  expected  my  pole  every  moment  to  break  and  tlie 
tent  to  come  down  on  my  liead.  I  made  dispositions 
to  meet  these  events  by  partially  dressinj^,  and  placin<^' 
stools,  &c.,  on  high  points,  to  prevent  the  tent  half 
smothering  me  by  receiving  it  when  it  fell. 

'  The  wind  was  soon  followed  l)y  a  thunder-storm, 
accompanied  by  very  heavy  rain ;  this  lulled  the  wind, 
and  I  got  to  sleep. 

'  This  morning  our  parade  ground  is  covered  with  the 
most  adhesive  clay  I  ever  encountered,  and  the  rain 
pours  on  ;  however,  these  are  but  small  matters  now  that 
Sebastopol  is  ours.  The  city  is  now  like  a  great  charnel- 
house.  I  met  to-day  strings  of  wagons  filled  with  the 
Eussian  dead,  almost  in  a  state  of  putrefaction.  They 
say  that  to-day  100  Russian  officers  were  found  lying 
dead  in  a  large  room  all  together ;  they  had  prol)ably 
perished  for  want  of  food  and  attendance  after  their 
wounds.  The  Russian  army  fought  with  desperate 
courage.  A  French  officer  told  Nicholson  to-day,  that 
after  the  French  had  carried  the  Malakhoff,  a  Russian 
officer  and  forty  men,  in  a  pit  near  the  centre,  refused 
to  surrender,  and  fought  till  nearly  all  were  killed. 

'  We  do  not  know  the  precise  loss  on  both  sides.  All 
we  know  for  certain  is,  that  it  is  enormous.  What  the 
Russians  can  possibly  gain  by  prolonging  the  struggle 
no  one  knows :  the  Crimea  is  filled  wath  their  sick  and 
wounded.  I  observed  them  again  to-day  on  the  north 
shore,  apparently  getting  timber  from  the  wrecks  of 
their  vessels. 
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'  Tlie  ireneral  characteristic  of  all  the  Russian  works 
was  tlieir  extreme  strength  and  solidity.  Tliey  seem 
the  works  of  giants.  It  is  impossible  not  to  Ix'  aston- 
ished at  the  vastness  of  the  undertaking,  or  to  avoid 
conjuring  up  the  hosts  who  nuist  have  toiled  day  and 
night  to  carry  it  out.  A  great  deal  of  tlic  vast  labour 
expended  was,  however,  lUniecessary,  in  a  military  point 
of  view,  and  even  defeated  its  own  ol)ject.  Tlie  gigantic 
traverses  with  which  most  of  the  principal  works  wero 
covered,  and  the  splinter-proof  barracks  under  them, 
in  wiiich  garrisons  miglit  remain  safe  from  sliot  and 
shell,  both  proved  detrimental  to  the  defenders  wiien 
the  assault  was  given.  The  traverses  formed  parapets, 
equally  for  tlie  attacking  as  for  the  defending  h-oops, 
and  the  splinter-proof  barracks,  prisons,  from  whent.e 
their  tenants  were  effectually  debarred  emerging  by  a 
few  opponents.  The  necessity  of  both,  however,  appears 
obvious  when  the  interior  of  the  works  is  examined. 
The  terre-plein  of  the  Redan  is  a  sea  of  crater  and 
debris.  The  enemv  had  formed  a  sliuht  covered  com- 
munication  between  it  and  the  barracks  in  the  rear, 
along  which  relief  might  pass  comparatively,  though  by 
no  means  effectually,  sheltered  from  our  fire.  The 
whole  of  the  ground  near  the  salient  of  this  work,  so 
especially  and  so  long  the  oV)ject  of  tlie  English  attack, 
was  covered  with  half-buried  disabled  gims,  whose 
muzzles  or  breeches  protruded  grimly  and  mournfully 
in  the  midst  of  tlie  chaos  of  holes,  fragments  of  shells, 
and  debris  of  gabions. 

'  The  Malakhofif,  in  my  opinion,  would  never  have 
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Ik'OTI  takon  except  l)y  surprise, —  once  surprised,  the 
hoklinu^of  it  was  a  matter  of  no  ij^rcat  difficulty,  t]i<>ii«;}i, 
of  course,  accompanied  by  rather  licavy  loss.     Thoui^h 
the    key  of  the    whole   line  of  W(U"ks,   it   was,   on  this 
account,  one  of  the  weakest.     It  possesses  also  hut  little 
saliency  beyond  the  general   contour,  and  is  most  im- 
perfectly flanked.     ]\Iost  happily  for  us,  the   liussians 
had  been  led  to  adopt  the  form  indicated  by  the  primary 
round  tower,  nien^ly  at  first  buildini;*  an  earthen  parapet 
around  it ;  happily,  too,  they  had  been  led  to  neglect  it 
till  the  latter  portion  of  the;  sie<>'e,  on    account  of  the 
projection  of  the  salient  portion  of  the  iNfamelon,  which 
effectually  comnumded  all  tlie  approaches  of  the  Allies. 
Had  they   constructed   a  second  bastion    du   mat,  en- 
trenched only  half  as  strongly  as  the  original,  our  hopes 
of  taking  iSebastopol  by  an  assault  wouhl  have  vanished, 
or  must  have  been  undertaken  against  another  part  of 
the  defences.     It  was  painful    .0  reflect  on  the   small 
part  the  English  army  had  taken  in  the  great  assault, 
and   how   that   small   part   had   been   marred.     I   still 
think  our  fellows  would  fight  better  than  any  others  in 
a  fair  field,  and  under  a  good  general,  who  kept  his 
recruits  away  from  vital  positions. 

'  I  had  charge  of  the  water-works  for  the  supply  of  the 
army  after  the  siege  was  over,  taking  it  from  Elphin- 
stone,  who  had  been  wounded  severely  in  the  trenches 
by  a  stone,  knocked  out  of  the  parapet  by  a  round  shot. 
JNIy  labours  were  not  arduor.s,  and  I  had  time  for  little 
trips  into  the  country  to  explore  the  scenery,  and  get  a 
few  ideas  respecting  the  position  of  the  various  corps 
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iVarmee.    One  of  my  expeditions  proved  a  very  interest - 
inir  and  excitin<jf  one.     Our  nartv  was  arr;ini2ed  scvrral 
days  before  our  start,  and  consisted  of  Capt;un>«iei»olson, 
Lieutenant    Edwards,    and    uiyself  (all    Iv.K.   olHcers); 
Major  Caiupbell,  4()th    re^^inient,  and   Mr.    Smith   (an 
imcle  of  Nieholson's,  stayin|j;-  in  the  eamp  on  a  visit).    I 
had  been  on  duty  eomnuaieini;"  a  battery  near  the  ruins 
of  P'ort  Paul,  on  tiu' previous  cvenini;',  and  had  U(tt  ^^tmc 
to  bed  till   nearly  tiii'i-e  in   the  niorninjj^.      It  had  been 
arrani^'ed   that    a    eart,  witli    provisions    and    blankets, 
should    be    sent    in    front    of   us    to    J^aidar    (seventeeu 
ndles),  there  to  await  our  arrival.      I  was  so  lre(piently 
awoke  durin*;   my  very  short  nii^ht   by   ])erpetual   dis- 
turbanees,    noises    of    bugles,    iScc.,    that     I    felt    (piite 
unre freshed,  and  though  the  rest  of  my  party  left  at  a 
(piarter  to  eight,  I  delayed  my  departure  until   nc^u'ly 
two  hours  after.     The  day  (^Michaelmas  I>ay)  was  most 
h)vely,  and  the  pass  ])eyond  Kamara  looked  perftn-tion  : 
I  had  never,  on  any  other  occasion,  l)een  moi'e  than  a 
few  miles  beyond  the  Sardinian  camp,  so  that  soon  all 
became  new  to  me.    The  Woronzotf  road  (which  we  fol- 
lowed in  the  main  through  all  its  twistings  and  windings) 
led  throuijfh  rockv,  wooded  ravines,  skirtin<;  and  ed«nn!>: 
spurs  of  rock,  which  jutted  like  so  many  capes  or  ])ro- 
montories  into  the  deep  valley  beh)W.     Kmerging  from 
this   romantic  and  beautiful  pass,  tinted  witli  the  hues 
of   autumn,  and   showing  all  the  varied  and  striking 
etfects  of  liii'ht  and  shadti  in   stronyf  contrast,  the  road 
enters  the  valley  of  Baidar,  a  sweet  little  vah;  enclosed 
by    green    sloping  and    wooded   banks,  whilst   in   the 
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distance,  to  the  cast,  rise  riigi^ed  mountain  peaks  and 
lofty  summits  of  liills,  redeeming"  the  hmdscape  from 
lameness,  and  servinp;-,  as  it  were,  as  a  settin<j^  to  its 
gem-like  richness.  Peroski's  villa,  a  small  ratlier  fan- 
tastically-built chateau,  witli  a  white  tower  surmounted 
by  a  green  cupola,  standing  out  very  conspicuously,  and 
situated  a  few  yards  to  the  right  of  the  road,  about  a  mile 
from  Baidar,  was  the  point  which,  on  a  previous  occa- 
sion, had  been  selected  as  a  rendezvous,  and  I  accordingly 
hoped,  when  after  a  long'  sharp  canter  I  approached 
it,  that  I  sliould  find  my  party  engaged  in  a  rustic 
"  dejeuner  a  la  fourchette  "  on  the  green  sward,  under 
the  trees  surrounding"  the  house.  A  French  guard 
proved  the  sole  occupant,  and  the  sentry  informed  me 
as  I  rode  up  that  it  was  "  defeudti  "  to  enter  ;  however, 
on  inquiring,  I  learnt  that  my  party  had  been  tluire 
only  ten  minutes  before,  and  riding  on  at  a  rapid  trot, 
I  soon  sighted  them,  traversing"  in  a  line  a  green  plain 
that  bordered  the  road.  We  found  our  cart  at  Baidar, 
where  we  arrived  at  noon.  Eaidar  had  not  been  very 
long  in  the  occupation  of  the  French. 

'  After  the  fall  of  Sebastopol,  they  pushed  forward 
their  advanced  posts  wherever  they  could,  and  the  Eus- 
sians  retreated  before  them.  We  found  the  streets  of 
this  quaint,  picturesque  little  Tartar  village,  crowded 
with  '"'Fran^xtls  "  buying  meat,  onions,  and  bread,  or 
chatting"  together  in  groups.  A  regiment  of  Cliasseurs 
d'Afrique  is  now  encamped  in  the  place,  whilst  con- 
spicuous on  a  neighbouring  hill-side,  to  the  rear,  may 
be  seen  the  white  tents  of  the  Turks.     We  lunched 
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soatin<^  on  tlio  grass,  near  the  watering  place  at  Baidar, 
and  fed  onr  liorses.  Onr  road,  after  leaving  Haidar, 
wound  up  a  liill,  at  the  top  of  which  we  found  a  regular 
masonry  arch  and  a  French  guard  of  120  nnni ;  this  was 
the  entrance  of  the  pass  of  Phoros,  which  the  Frencli 
had  taken  possession  of.  The  archway,  witli  very  little 
difficulty,  could  be  strengthened  in  sucli  a  manner  !is 
CO)  ipletely  to  close  thi'  road  against  the  advance  of  an 
army,  liowever  formidahlc  It  is  situate<l  on  a  most 
commanding  point,  overlooking  the  road  for  more  than 
a  mil(%  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  (composed  prin- 
cipally of  gigantic  landslips)  is  such  as  to  necessitate  a 
most  tortuous  and  winding  route,  and  several  apparently 
retrograde  movements,  in  the  advance  from  one  point  to 
the  other.  At  the  archway  the  scene  burst  upon  us  in 
all  its  grandeur ;  we  rode  along,  admiring  more  and 
more,  as  we  advanced,  the  loveliness  to  which  it  had 
served  as  a  portal,  and  to  which  we  had  so  suddenly  been 
introduced. 

*  To  our  left  was  a  continuous  lofty  precipice — varying 
onl}''  occasionally  in  height  and  ruggedness — towering 
proudly  into  the  clear  blue  sky,  its  edge  defined  with 
beautiful  distinctness  and  delicacv  against  the  charming 
backfyround.     Trees  and  shrubs,  here  and  there  instinc- 

CD  -^ 

tively  rooting  themselves  in  the  small  patches  of  earth, 
niggardly  sprinkled  over  the  harsh  barren  rocks,  shot 
up  fresh,  green,  and  beautiful,  on  its  sombre  sides.  At 
the  foot  of  this  vast  rampart  of  cliffs  were  masses  of 
rocks  tossed  confusedly  about,  as  if  l)y  some  Titan 
hands ;  here  and  there  standing  boldly  out,  but  generally 
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iin])('(l(l('(l  in  earth,  and  luilf  hidden  ]>y  the  foliaj^e  of 
tlie  trees  .si)rin;j;in<4"  up  fnmi  tlieir  restin^'-phices.  The 
road  wound  ah)n<!:  ♦he  l)ase  of  tiiis  wihl  and  ))eautiful 
chaos,  Px'low  it  was  a  scene  soniewliat  siniihir — a  series 
of  <,n"!4anti('  hnidslips  juttin«jj  out  into  the  sea  ;  l)ut  ludow, 
eartli  and  veii^etation  pre(h)nunated  over  rock  and  bar- 
renness. A  litthi  Tartar  vilhi^-e,  ch)se  to  tlie  sea,  soon 
greeted  our  eyes.  It  consisted  merely  of  a  f<'W  littK^ 
white  liouses,  witli  ri'd  tik'  roofs.  Just  o])posit(i  it,  and 
not  lialf  a  mile  from  the  shore,  lay  a  French  man-of-war 
steaTtier  at  anchor,  and  at  a  short  distance  beyond,  a 
second  steaming'  slowly  up.  They  were  stationed  at  this 
point  to  guard  and  observe  the  pass. 

'We  expected  to  have  met  with  some  difficulty  in 
getting  thi'ough  the  French  advanced  posts,  as  a  per- 
mission in  writing  from  the  French  head-(piarters  was 
generally  demanded.  We,  however,  fortunately  found 
a  very  conn)laisant  young  Frenchman  on  duty,  who, 
after  a  few  explanations,  permitted  us  to  proceed.  I 
offered  him  my  "Illustrated"  to  look  at  (happily  con- 
taining a  picture  of  General  Bosquet  on  the  first  page), 
and  left  it  with  him  to  peruse  till  our  retiu'n.  We  were 
warned  by  him  not  to  proceed  along  the  road  beyond 
the  most  advanced  F^rench  posts,  which  he  stated  to  be 
"  two  hours  "  in  front  of  us  (in  the  phraseology  of  the 
country  two  leagues).  We  rode  on  and  on,  however, 
more  and  more  charmed  and  delighted  with  the  scenery 
as  we  advanced,  and  looking  right  and  left  of  us  for  the 
red  trousers  of  a  F^'renchman  ;  none  were  visible,  yet 
still  we  proceeded  till,  towards  evening,  we  reached  a 
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small  rond-sidc  cliatriui,  wliicli  apprand  cli^ililr  as  a 
n'stin<,'-plac'c  for  the  nij^'ht.  It  was  in  a  halt'  pillan'td 
statt",  with  hrokcn  windows,  and  floors  strewn  with  the 
drbris  (jf  chairs  and  tahlcs.  'riicrc  was  a  told'aldc  stahlc 
for  the  horses,  who  wc-re  stxoi  tied  np  and  discussing;' 
their  well-earned  ovoninjj^  meal.  I  hiisied  myself  in 
li^htinj;'  firoH,  putting;'  lar^'e  drawers,  collected  from  a 
wardrobe,  in  re([nisition  as  chairs.  We  found  a  capital 
round  table  ready  for  our  use,  and  a  deal  plank  on  a 
stand  formed  an  exellent  sideboard.  NichoIs(»n  and 
Campbell,  rather  uiistrustiui;'  tlu;  security  of  our  retreat, 
rode  on  for  a  few  miles  to  reconnoitre. 

'They  reported  on  their  return  that  they  had  dis- 
covered nothing".  Our  dinner  consisted  of  a  kind  of 
nondescript  stew,  made  of  slices  of  mutton  immersed 
M'ith  pieces  of  (mion,  pressed  vegetables,  and  a  small 
tin  of  essence  of  beef,  in  water,  and  cooked  in  a  camj> 
frying-jjan.  ►Some  potatoes  were  set  to  boil  on  a  fire 
made  of  Ijruken  furniture.  Whilst  dining-,  we  held  a 
council  of  war  as  to  our  movements;  to  stay  or  run 
away,  that  was  the  ([uestion.  We  felt  ludf  convinccnl 
that  we  must  be  bey(jnd  the  French  advanced  posts. 
We  had  seen  no  wagons  of  the  ^'' equijjaijes  riiUi- 
talres"'  (the  constant  attendants  of  the  French  army), 
or  even  mules  carrying  provisions  or  fodder.  We  were 
at  least  twelve  miles  beyond  IJaidar.  If,  too,  any  of 
the  Tartar  inhal)itants  of  the  houses  which  we  had 
passed  on  the  road,  actuated  by  the  liopes  of  a  reward, 
should  inform  the  Cossacks  of  our  whereabouts,  what, 
could  we  do  ?    As  for  four  or  five  of  us  resistin'j-  a  larue 


'  *^|*'_»y  ^  — ™— *   ■!■  .J 


240 


CANADA    AND   THE   CHIMKA. 


; 


i 


f! 


iMj 


11 


.irnif'd  party  of  cnvaliy,  or  ninkinjj;  pfood  onr  rotrcnf, 
wlicn  pn-ssed  Ity  tliciii,  on  (»ur  jaded  liorscs,  the  id(  a 
(to  irw!  at  It'ast)  appeared  preposterous.  Siip))osin;j^  we 
were  surrounded,  and  made  prisoners  }»y  tlie  Russians, 
what  sliould  we  liave  to  say  in  our  defence  vdien  we 
returned  to  Kii,L;'land,  if  we  ever  jj^ot  back?  We  should 
probalily  all  lose  our  coinniissions.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  was  pleaded  that,  if  we  really  were  too  nnu-h  "Out  of 
])ounds"  we  were  so  unintentionally ;  that  we  had  heon 
misled  by  the  oilficer  coiiuMandinL;'  at  I'honts.  If  we 
showed  no  li^ht  towards  the  rctad,  the  chances  were, 
that  reconnoitrinjj;  parties  of  the  enemy  mi<>ht  even 
pass  close  by  without  discovering^  us,  and  tiuidly,  that 
seven  Kn;4lishmen  could  satisfactorily  thrash  at  least 
double  the  numl)er  of  Cossacks.  Our  horses  were  tired, 
and  we  had  made  all  our  arran^'ements  for  the  ni^ht. 

*  It  was  tinally  ag'reed  therefore  that  we  should  stay 
where  we  wore,  ])ut  that  the  whole  party  should  be  on 
the  qui  Vive  dnrinj^  the  nii^ht,  with  revolvers  close  to 
their  heads,  and  an  armed  sentry  should  perambulate 
the  ganh'U.  I  was  so  completidy  done  up  with  the 
fatipjues  of  the  previous  night,  passed  principally  on 
foot,  and  the  hmi;'  day's  ride,  that  by  i»eneral  consent  I 
was  kindly  omitted  from  keeping-  guard.  I  rolled  a 
horse-cloth  round  me,  placed  my  revolver  close  to  my 
head,  to  be  ready  in  case  of  an  alarm,  and  soon  fell  fast 
asleep.  I  had  previously  arranged  a  tolerably  comfort- 
able bed,  by  help  of  an  arm-chair  and  bench  (both 
stuffed),  and  an  air-pillow  I  always  sleep  on  out  here, 
and  which  I  have  found  invaluable.     I  have  no  doubt 
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my  friends  kept  an  excellent  look-out;  hut,  as  furtii- 
nately  llu-y  wcrr  imt  ()l)lii;('d  lo  ch;illcn;4e  anyone,  they 
were  unable  to  afJbrd  any  |)raetieal  pioc^f  of  their 
viij^ilaiu'e.  Snon  after  daybreak  we  rose,  drank  sonu' 
cotfee,  niunciied  a  piece  of  bread,  saddled,  and  rode 
alon<j;  the  road  towards  the  Jviissians  to  explore  still 
farther. 

'The  ride  was  certainly  very  exeitinj^  and  enjoyable. 
The  niornin;^  was  lovely,  and  the  air  most  exhilaratin;^- 
and  ins^)irin;,^  The  road  wound  so  much  alon;;' the  base 
of  a  projectiuLj  spit  of  ntck  that  we  c(Mild  at  no  time 
see  far  before  us.  Wt;  still  advanceil  the  excitement 
every  moment  beconun;^'  more  intense.  We  were  all 
eyes  and  ears.  We  scanned  every  inch  of  the  ground 
on  either  side,  scrutinising  suspii-iously  every  bush, 
and  even  going  so  far  as  to  imagine  a  small  stream  of 
water  to  be  the  sword  or  bayonet  of  some  Russian 
soldier,  to  which  in  fact,  at  first,  it  bore  an  unpleasantly 
strong  resend)lance.  At  length  we  sighted  a  village 
half  burii'd  in  some  trees  close  to  the  water's  v{\'^i:. 
Several  peopk.'  were  walking  about,  and  one  or  two 
were  distinctly  visible  standing  on  a  roof,  and  looking 
up  at  us  with  apparent  astonishment. 

'We  held  a  council  of  war.  It  was  manifestly  im- 
prudent to  proceed,  as  if,  as  was  extremely  probable, 
there  were  any  Cossacks  conceah-d  in  the  village,  our 
retreat  could  be  completely  cut  off.  The  ((Uestioii  was 
put  to  the  vote,  and  decided  in  favour  of  an  advance 
by  the  casting  vote  of  old  Air.  {Smith,  who  was  in  a  state 
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of  intense  excitement.  On  we  went,  tlierefore,  Campbell 
Mnd  myself  mentally  sayin;^-,  "  wliat  fools  we  are !" 
After  ri(lin<j;  about  a  mile  or  less,  we  came  to  distinct 
traces  of  a  Cossack  picket  near  a  bend  of  the  road, 
whence  ii  j>'ood  view  coidd  be  obtained  of  the  route  we 
had  followed  in  our  advance.  Traces  of  watch  fires, 
hay  scattered  over  the  half-charred  bushes,  and  uumis- 
takeable  siji^ns  of  the  recent  presence  of  horses,  showed 
us  clearly  enough  where  our  friends  had  been.  A  few 
paces  fartlier  we  encountei'ed  a  Tartar,  whom  at  first 
we  took  for  a  Cossack.  He  luid  l)read  and  £.alt  in  his 
hand,  which  he  offered  to  us,  and  of  some  of  Avhich 
Nicholson  ate.  We  (juestioned  him  by  gestures,  and 
repeating  the  words  "  Kusses,"  "  Francesse,'  as  to 
whether  tliere  were  Kussians  or  French  ahead.  From 
his  replies  we  learnt,  that  we  were  (piite  beyond  the 
French  outposts ;  and  there  were  nothing  but  Kussians 
in  front  of  us. 

'At  length,  after  we  had  gone  four  miles  or  so 
beyond  oiu'  chateau,  we  decided  on  returning.  We 
deviated  to  the  right  on  our  way  back,  to  visit  one  or 
two  deserted  French  villas  near  the  sea-side.  The 
principal  one  was  the  property  of  ]\[.  Demidoflf.  It 
had  been  a  very  pretty  place,  and  evidently  fitted  up 
in  a  style  of  great  luxury  and  comfort.  The  situation 
was  very  fine,  though  a  little  difficult  of  access.  We 
found  a  large  wine-press,  and  materials  for  wine 
making;  a  cabinet-maker's  shop,  fine  stables  and  out- 
houses, and  the  remains  of  a  very  handsome  decorated 
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little  chapel,  wantonly  pillaged  by  the  French  and 
Knglisfi  cavalry,  wlio  had  made  a  reconnoissance  along 
the  road  some  days  before.  The  priest's  housi',  whidi 
was  small,  but  furnished  with  taste  and  elegance,  was 
united  to  the  chapel,  and  had  shared  the  same  fate. 
Edwards  found,  seated  peacefnlly  and  happily  on  a  pile 
of  broken  chairs  and  tables,  a  very  tame  and  pretty 
little  white  cat,  with  hazel  eyes  and  pink  ears.  Fuss, 
who  illustrated  the  old  saying,  of  a  cat's  never  abandon- 
ing the  house,  was  borne  (»ff  in  triumph,  and  now 
inhabits  a  tent  on  the  heights.  We  had  to  clind)  an 
almost  inaccessible  hill  to  regain  our  chateau;  and 
having  ])reakfaste(l,  packed  our  cart  as  we  could,  bear- 
ing away  with  us  a  couple  of  chairs,  a  l)ookshelf,  a 
form,  and  a  drawer  from  a  wardrobe  as  trophies. 

'  I  am  much  annoved  at  findinuf  my  name  Ikjs  nrtt 
been  given  in  General  Simpson's  despatch,  though 
perhaps,  considering  all  things,  it  is  not  a  subject  of 
ijTeat  re<>'ret.  Xothini>'  can  be  more  insultinti'  to  the 
army  and  the  common-sense  of  the  count rv,  than  the 
manner  in  which  general  officers  persist  in  mentioning 
almost  exclusively  their  own  staff  —  men  who,  in  a 
general  action,  do  little  or  nothing,  and  hardly  one  of 
wdiom  left  the  shelter  of  the  parapet  on  Septend>er  S. 
If  I  find  I  am  not  recommended  for  promotion,  I  shall 
trv  to  ascertain  the  reason  of  the  onussion.  Kverv- 
one  here  says  I  have  been  very  badlv  treated.  At 
the  assault  of  June  18,  three  Engineer  officers  were 
killed :  on  September  8,  1  was  the  only  Engineer  othcer 
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who  loft  tlie  trendies.  I  XK-rformod  my  duty  to  the 
entire  .satisfaction  of  all  the  senior  officers  of  my  corps, 
several  of  whom,  Colonel  Cliapman,  ]Major  Iknit,  and 
]\Iajor  Stanton,,  expressed  themselves  to  me  very 
handsomely  on  the  suljject.  I  sent  the  other  day  the 
following"  letter  to  the  Times  on  the  subject  of  the 
scalin<^--ladders,  most  untruly  described  as  too  short  by 
their  correspondent. 


u  • 


1 


'"To  the  Editor  of  The  Times. 


i  a 


Sir, 


m-  H 


'"Your  Correspondent's  letter  descriljing; 
the  i>Tand  assault  of  the  allied  armies  upon  Sel)astopol, 
though  g'enerally  very  accurate  and  correct,  contains  a 
inisi'epresentation  respecting  the  English  attack  upon 
the  Kedan,  which,  as  I  was  personally  present  thr(Kigh- 
out  the  assault,  and  charged  by  General  Jones  with  the 
conduct  of  the  scaling-ladders,  yon  will  perhaps  permit 
me  to  rectify,  through  the  mediiun  of  yoiu'  colunms. 
The  scaling-ladders  are  stated  in  your  Correspondent's 
letter  to  have  been  '  too  short,'  and  it  is  further  asserted 
that  there  were  very  few  of  them  placed  r(jund  tlie 
salient.  A  simple  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case  is 
the  best  answer  to  these  assertions. 

'  "  P'orty  scaling-ladders,  each  twenty-four  feet  long, 
to  be  carried  by  320  men,  were  collected  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  assault  in  the  most  advanced  trench.  Ei<>-ht 
men  were  told  off  to  each  ladder ;  and  about  half  an 
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hour  })efore  the  attack  took  phice,  the  late  Major 
Welsford,  in  command  of  the  |')arty,  ordered,  at  my 
recpiest,  every  man  to  stand  or  sit  ])y  tlie  side  of  tlio 
ladder  lie  was  told  off  to  assist  in  carrvin<'. 

'"^fy  duty  consisted  in  conducting  the  party  to  tlie 
best  point  for  pkcii  g  the  ladders,  and  I  had  about 
twenty  Sappers  imder  my  orders,  provided  with  axes 
and  crowbars  for  breaking  througli  tlie  al)atis,  ;ind  witli 
picks  and  shovels,  for  forming  a  ram])  into  tlie  diteli, 
^^c.  When  the  signal  for  the  advance  was  given,  the 
ladder  party  ran  to  the  front  as  nipidly  as  tliey  could. 
....  Tlie  tire  of  the  enemy,  however,  was  heavy, 
and  several  ladders  were  left  behind  in  the  advanced 
trench. 

'"The  ditch  proved  much  slighter  than  had  been 
anticipated.  Its  depth  at  the  salient  could  not  have 
been  more  than  twelve  to  fifteen  feet. 

' "  I  was  ordered  by  General  Jones  to  make  the 
descent  into  the  ditch,  and  ascent  of  the  escarp, 
practicable.  With  the  assistance  of  my  Sa])])ers  I 
effected  this  in  a  few  minutes,  and  luunbers  of  men  ran 
up  the  ramp  thus  formed,  without  using  any  ladders  at 
all.  When  the  first  column  mounted  the  salient,  they 
drew  several  ladders  after  the 


m. 


This  may  have  led 
those  who  came  u[)  afterwards  to  imagine  the  number 
of  ladders  employed  much  smaller  than  they  really 
were.  Xut  a  'ni<ni  was  delayed  from  want  of  means  for 
mounting  the  escarp.  Trusting  that  you  will  excuse 
mv  trespassing  upon  yovu"  valual)le  space,  but  feelin;/ 
that  it  was  only  due  to  my  corps  and  to  myself  to  make 
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tlie  stiiteinont  tliat  T  liave  done,  and  that  vou  woidd  be 
the  first  to  receive  such  an  exphmation, 

' "  I  liave  tlie  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

'  "  Your  most  o])edient  servant, 
'"George  Kanken, 

*  "  Lieut.  Eoyal  Engineers. 

•  ■'  Royal  Engiiif'ors'  Camp,  near  Sobastopol: 
October  IG." 

'Nothing"  so  annoj's  and  dispirits  one  as  finding,  after 
passing  through  tlie  most  trying  ordeals,  everytliing 
misrepresented  and  imappreciated,  and  rewards  and 
honours  conferred  on  undeserving  men,  who  have  done 
little  or  nothiuLT  to  j-ain  them.  This  miserable  system 
I  hold  to  be  one  of  the  cliief  causes  of  inferiority  of 
our  army,  as  an  intelligent  machine  of  war.  Everyone 
who  has  liad  tlie  dangerous  and  arduous  trench  duty  to 
do,  is  disgusted  beyond  measure  at  finding  himself, 
instead  of  being  distinguished,  co)if<)un(led  in  a  hetero- 
geneous mass  with  tlie  cavalry,  wlio  have  not  been 
under  fire  for  a  year,  and  even  with  men  on  board  ship, 
and  at  Kertch,  who  have  been  indiscriminately  re- 
warded with  "the  ►Sebastopol  clasp."  Injustice  and 
stupidity  are  seeds  which  never  will  produce  good  fruit, 
and  untill  justice  and  common-sense  prevail,  no  one 
must  feel  surprised  at  misfortune  and  failures. 

'Our  movements  since  the  uTand  final  siruixule  have 
been  principally  confined  to  preparations  for  the  ap- 
proaching winter.  It  would  astonish  a  novice  to  see 
the  prodigious    anioiuit    of  labour   necessary    for   the 
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formation  of  a  thorougldy  good  road  from  Balaclava  to 
the  front.     Several  tliousand  men  are  employed  daily 
along  tlie  whole  lengtli,  under  the  superintendeucv  of 
the  Army  Works   Corps,  and  several  captains  of  line 
regiments,  specially  told  off  to  particular  sections.      I 
am  the  only  officer  of  Engineers  employed,  and  I  liave 
between  500  and  (HJO  men  under  my  directions.     My 
portion  will  be  finished  in  ten  days  or  a  fortnigiit,  its 
breadth    varying,    according     to    circumstances,    horn 
twenty  to  twenty-four  fV-et,  well  macadamised,  with   a 
margin    of    several    feet,    on  each  side,   sloping  down 
towards    deep    trendies.       .Several    laj-ge    culverts    are 
constructed  where,   from  tlie    nature    of   tlie    ground, 
there  appeared  a  probability  of  a  great  rush  of  water.' ' 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


WINTER    IN    THE    CRIMEA. 


*     i 


*  November  23. 

'  riIHE  variety  of  residence  is  amazing;  in  camp ;  almost 
JL  every  officer  who  could  procure  labour  has  built 
himself  a  small  snug^-ery.  The  general  rule  is  to  dig 
a  square  pit  in  the  ground,  and  then  edge  it  with  a 
dwarf  wall,  cutting  an  opening  at  one  side  for  a  window 
and  at  another  for  a  door. 

'  After  the  terrible  explosion  which  occurred  on  the 
15th,  it  was  fully  expected  that  the  Russians  would 
have  made  some  decisive  movement.  We  shall  pro- 
bably remain  in  (piiet  winter  quarters,  paddling  about 
in  the  mud,  or  wading  through  snowdrifts;  we  have,  on 
the  whole,  ])een  very  fortunate  as  yet  \\dth  regard  to  our 
weather.  We  have  only  had  one  short  taste  of  the 
Crimean  winter,  consisting  of  three  or  four  days' 
decidedly  disagreeable  weather.  The  army  is  going  on 
Imilding  and  making  roads,  as  if  it  had  several  more 
weeks  of  sunshine  and  clear  sky  to  depend  on.  The 
main  communications  are  all  but  finished,  and  buildinsf 
is  going  on  well  everywhere. 
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*  I  fTonerally  have  my  hands  full  of  work,  and  have 
recently  be-JU  requested,  in  addition  to  my  otln  r  (hitics, 
to  act  as  treasurer  of  the  R.K.  mess  in  camp.  We 
are  about  to  get  a  hut  put  up,  tinisli  off  a  stone  cook- 
liouse,  ])uy  sheep,  geese,  O^c,  and,  in  fact,  start  a  regular 
mess  in  a  rough  and  practical,  but  I  am  in  lio})es  i»y  no 
means  unsatisfactorv,  stvle.  As  yet  I  dine  evcrv  niL;lit 
with  a  tliick  eojit  and  ca])  on,  in  a  single  tent.  Our 
SOU])  (a  concoction  of  beef-brotli  and  onions  generally 
speaking)  is  served  up  in  an  old  Russian  wooden  howl 
of  irregular  proportions,  and  cidoured  a  dingy  red.  ( >nr 
candlesticks  till(|uite  recently  were  bottles;  our  drink- 
ing cups,  old  jam  pots.  We  live  very  well,  on  tlie 
whole;  and  a  fat  goose  well-stuffed  is  n(»t  an  unknown 
thing  with  us.  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  make  my 
company  of  Sappers  comfortable  for  tlie  winter.  I  g<'t 
up  wood  from  Sebastopoi  every  day  in  a  Maltese'  cai't, 
which  I  purchased  a  few  weeks  since,  and  have  two 
sawvers  of  mv  own  conipany  constantlv  at  work  sawing 
it  into  thin  ])lanks  for  lining  the  interior  of  the  men's 
huts.  I  gave  my  colour-si-rjeant  10/.  the  otlur  day  to 
bu}''  the  men  plates,  and  to  get  a  couple  of  sliee]).  and 
half-a-dozen  geese,  tX:c.,  for  Christmas  Day.  Turkoys 
do  not  thrive  i)i  camp,  and  are  besides  continually 
killed  and  eaten  ])y  the  rats. 

'Nov.  2-'). — The  winter,  w^liicli  witliheld  its  approach 
longer  than  the  most  sanguine  could  have  anticipat<'d, 
is  at  lengtli  upon  us.  It  began  by  sevcn-al  days"  fVost  ; 
it  has  now  turned  wet.  To-day  is  one  of  the  most 
dreary  that  could    be   conceived.      A    liowling   wind; 
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torrents  of  rain  ;  u  iiiuddy  cliaos  witlioul  ;  tents  (juivcr- 
iiig  iind  tliippiii^' ;  huts  leukin;^'  and  soakrd—  happy  tho 
nian,  however,  who  like  inysclt"  is  in  one.     1  sh'[)t  in  ii 
tent   till  Xoveml)er  11!  (just   al)out  three   months  from 
my  landiiii^f).      I  was  driven  out  of  it  more  l)y  the  rats 
than   ])y  the   eold.     I    am    ninv   ensconced   in   a   snug 
corner  of  a  hut,  witii  a  <,'ood  tire  in  it.     It  leaks  a  little, 
l)ut  n'tnipiji'te,  such  matters  are  triHes.     1  only  wish   a 
tithe  of  the  army  were  as  comfortable  as  myself.     The 
luits  have  not   nearly  all  arrived.     They  are,  it  is  true, 
l)eing  brought  to  tlwi  front  as  fast  as  they  are  unloaded; 
and  they  re([uire  but  a  short  time  to  put  up;  but  it 
will  prol)ably  l)e  some  weeks  before  the  whole  Jirmy  is 
under    roofs.      Some    regiments,    the    88th    and   44th 
especially,  have  made  themselves  very  snug,  by  build- 
ing thick  stone  walls  round  their  wooden  ones.     Their 
vicinity  to  rocks  and   stones  enabled  them  to  do  this. 
The  4th  regiment  (close  to  us)  have  built  several  entire 
huts  for  themselves,  and  collected  tiles  from  ISebastopol 
to  roof  them  with.    Want  of  wotjd,  or  rather  of  sawyers, 
has   prevented    them    finishing    them   completely.       I 
have  had  to  drain  the  camps  of  the  3rd  Division,  and 
to  send  a  report  in  respecting  those  of  the  whole  army 
on  the  heights  before  Sebastopol.     Of  course  this  report 
necessitated  a  preliminary  inspection,  and  I  was  com- 
pelled to  visit  every  camp  of  the  position  on  the  heights. 
I  have  likewise  had   charge  of  the   construction   of  a 
portion  of  road,  and  of  the  works  near  and  about  two 
water-tanks  of  the  3rd  and  4th  Divisions, 

'  3Iy  health  has  been  most  mercifully  preserved,  my 
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promotion  very  rapid  ;  and  I  have  every  roas<»n  to  ht- 
thankful  to  the  (iiver  of  all  gixtd.  I  only  wish  I  was 
more  deserving  of  the  blessings  and  favours  bestowed 
on  me. 

'' Dt'cnnher  1. —  Last  night  we  Jiad  a  gale  of  wind 
which  l)lew  down  several  tents,  and  recalled,  to  thosi- 
who  were  here  last  wintci-,  rccolh'ctions  of  the  great  gale 
of  November  14.  The  rain  heat  furiously  against  my 
hut,  but  only  penetrated  slightly  at  one  or  two  places. 

'To-day  the  cam{)  is  a  sea  of  mud.  I  have  noticed 
at  several  pdints  that  this  mud  only  a])pears  to  lie 
superticially,  and  that  undei'ueath  it  there  is  a  toleral)ly 
hard  surface;  of  a  kind  of  gravel,  iiihnitely  preferable  to 
the  mud,  thouiih  not  exactlv  perfect.  I  am  etfectinu'  a 
variety  of  improvements;  draining  and  paving;  build- 
ing a  stone  guard-hut;  and  forming,  with  a  wooden 
trough  and  a  nmnber  of  ships'  tanks  from  Sebastopol, 
a  supplementary  tank,  where  the  men  may  till  the 
w'ater-bag  carried  by  the  mules  with  greater  facility.  I 
am  having  a  step  made  along  the  line  of  iron  tanks,  to 
render  the  operation  more  easy,  and  am  in  ho[)es  tin; 
men  will  derive  benefit  from  it  during  the  winter.  The 
mud  destroys  the  roads  almost  as  fast  as  they  are  made. 
Nothing  seems  to  stand  but  large  rough  paving  stones ; 
the  broken  metal  is  ([uickly  transformed  into  mud. 
Huts  continue  to  arrive  from  Balaclava,  but  very  many 
are  yet  recpiired  to  complete  the  re([uisite  num))er. 

'  The  Kussians  tire  dailv  at  the  docks.  The  demoli- 
tion  makes  but  slow  progress,  although  the  men  wcjrk 
day  and  night  at  it. 
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'T  am  Inisy  o-cttinn^  livi'  stock  aiul  provisions  for  tlio 
Koyal  Kii;jfiiU'('rs'  mess.  We  have  iiiaiiy  (lifti<Miltics  in 
our  way,  our  SapjM-rs  Irmul;'  so  coinjjlctrly  alt.>(»rli('(l  in 
adniinistcrinj;'  to  IIk;  general  wants  of  the  army — super- 
intrndinu^  workin*^-  parties,  ^nvinj^'  direct  ions  aliout 
huts,  Sic. — that  wo  very  Hehh»ni  can  ^vt  tliem  to  attend 
to  our  own  wants.  Willi  all  this  we  onjoy  the  repu- 
tation of  bein^  the  best  cured  fw  ofticers  in  the 
army. 

']\Iy  colour-serjoant  (Falkner)  obtained  to-day  his 
appointment  to  the  Land  Transport  ( 'orps.  lie  has  been 
upwards  of  thirteen  years  in  tlie  service,  without  a 
sinj»le  crime  on  his  defaulter's  sheet.  I  feel  a  sincere 
pleasure  in  seeinj^'  merit  thus  rewarded. 

'  7>)(r.  li,  on  which  the  \\  eat  her  was  a  bri^lit  excep- 
tion to  that  we  had  for  some  days,  was  marked  liy 
;i  grand  steeple-chase  and  a  dimur.  The  steeple- 
chase came  off  on  some  ijrounds  not  far  from  the 
Kamiesch  road.  It  attracted  a  very  large  number  of 
both  French  and  English  officers,  and  was  even  graced 
with  the  presence  of  ]Marshal  Pelissier  and  (ieneral 
Codrington.  The  former  came  in  his  carriage-and-four, 
attended  by  a  large  staff,  and  preceded  by  a  Spalii  with 
a  turban,  and  wearing  a  pictures(pie  red  cloak  folded 
round  liim,  on  which  two  decorations  shone  conspicu- 
ously. His  duties  consist  in  holding  the  ^Marshal's 
liorse  when  he  dismounts,  and  in  heralding,  liy  his 
singular  and  ])ictures(|ue  aspect,  the  approach  of  the 
general-in-chief  to  the  army.  I  had  not  seen  Pelissier 
before,  though  just    after  the    siege   I   had    imagined 
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T  lii-  It  the  "Vlaiiiifliiify  iTiil  ijivcn  him  rrcdit  for  pcr- 
lormiiitj  a  ft-at  of  a-  lit^  whieii,  \\liin  I  lu-inlil  the 
roal  man,  Itrcamr  (jiinte  uit  of  the  (pu-stion.  I  had 
heard  that  the  .Mar  d  was  fat,  hut  I  was  iiiiprr|»arrd 
for  the  marvelloiisl\  htoad  lij^iin-  uhieh  pro.-mlfd 
ii-rlf  to  my  view.  Tli*'  Marshal  slood  fur  tiio  j^rontrr 
portion  of  the  day  on  ihr  slope  of  a  lull  o\frloi»l<inn* 
tlir  raecs.  lie,  liuwcvt'i-,  not  (|uiti'  satislifd  witlithis 
distant  view,  towards  llio  elose  of  tlio  day  drove  down 
to  the  hfook,  and  stood  up  in  ids  earria'^c  to  hasc  a 
m'ood  view  of  the  jnmi>  there.  I  stiidi( d  his  coun- 
tenance, and  was  struck  with  it.  It  is  peeuliar,hut  full 
of  sense  and  eneri>y.  J[is  head  is  larL;'e,  ami  covered 
with  very  siioi-t  and  very  wldte  hristles,  which  contrast 
uchlly  with  a  skin  hronzed  hy  the  sun  of  Africa. 

*  ►Sir  William  ( 'odrinL;"ton,  wiio  rode  on  the  ground 
unostentatiously  on  a  small  .j^rey  liorse,  with  scarce 
an  attendant,  chatted  with  tlie  ^Marshal  for  >everal 
minutes. 

'After  the  first  race,  the  winnine- jock  (('apt.  '^'elver- 
toii,  K.A.)  was  1(h1  up  to  Pelissier  hy  ids  own  re(piest, 
and  complimented  very  politely  hy  him  on  his  success. 
The  races  on  the  whole  went  off  admirably.  Then' 
was  a  li'reat  deal  of  Li'ood  fencinu',  and  a  i'reat  deal  of 
determined  pluck.  A  heavy  fall,  which  entailed  a  se- 
vere shaking  and  an  eie.browned  and  bespattered  visage, 
was  treated  ratlier  as  a  jol<e  th;in  otherwise,  and  tla' 
unhorsed  jock,  uailv  mount  in'''  his  steed,  went  boldlv  at 
the  next  jump.  After  two  steeple-chase-^,  ;it  which 
none  but  English  oilicers  rude,  there  was  a  French  Hat 
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ni'-c,  one  of  tli(;  most  ridiculous  rxliiliitions  iuiiiniuiiltK'. 
lIorsc-rjM'iiiii"  is  ccit.'iiulv  uot  the  I'oitc  of  tlir  I'^icjicli, 
;ui(l  flicir  notions  of  *' /f  sport"  ;iro  liy  uo  rnciins  idcu- 
(iciil  witli  our  own.  ()n  tliis  occiision.  on  little  jionii's, 
witli  tlicir  iM'('uli;irly-f;isliion('(|  iictlior  vcstuicnts,  in 
sonic  (':is('s  without  coats,  iind  l>r;mdisliin;j^  lar;j^c  whipH 
(which  were  coni|>roniiscs  Itctwccn  ridin;;'  and  wajj^oncrs' 
ones),  tlicy  galloped  slowly  iil<ui^%  tlourisliiiiL,%  gesticu- 
lating,', and  talking  to  their  horso.s. 

'  A  general  was  one  of  the  Jocks,  and  his  admiring 
friends  riding  Ity  liis  side  incited  him  to  fn-sh  efforts 
l»y  encouraging  cries  of  "  AJh:,  nnni  (tnirrtil,''^  "  Ih'to'o^ 
riuiii  fjrnrf'tJ,''''  iS:v.,  all  of  which  jtroduced  increased 
vociferations  and  whip  brandishing.  Ft  was  ditHcult 
to  refrain  from  laughter,  though,  (»f  coiu'se,  good 
taste  and  politeness  forbad  it.  Ib)wever,  I  think  the 
French  were  themselves  sensible  (hat  they  had  not 
sliono  particularly,  as  a  colonel  remarked,  in  my 
hearing,  that  it  was  not  '"' ane  belle  jou nice  j^our  la 
France.'''' 

'One  Frenchman  alone  contended  in  a  stecple-cliase. 
His  name  was  Viscount  Talon,  well  known  in  sporting 
circles  in  Kngland.  Though  very  rich,  he  entered  the 
Chasseurs  d'Afri(jue  as  a  ])rivate  soldier,  and  in  fact 
now  is  only  a  cor])oral.  He  was  mounted  on  an  iron 
grey  pony,  and  rode  with  great  courage,  but  unhappily 
with  little  success.  At  the  first  wall  his  horse  fell,  and 
the  two  next  horses  all  biit  jumped  u])on  both  steed 
and  ridi'r  as  thev  lav  siirawlin!;;  on  the  o-rouud.  The 
Viscount,    despite    this     impleasaut     commencement, 
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nionntcd,  and  rtxlo  on  ML;;iiM  like  :i  ni;in,  :nid  !  hr- 
lievo,  iit'trr  (tnc  or  two  Jiiorr  tuinhlrs,  i^ot  round  tin- 
coin'sc,  or,  iis  soiiic  s;iy,  achit-vid  that  rosuU,  witlioiit 
further  niistort\ine.* 

^  The  tlirt'c  principiil  r;i('es  were  won  l»y  Ai'tiUery 
officers      ^'elvert<tii,  Uiddulpli,  ;nid  I'.it  ( 'iiiiiphi'M. 

'  \n  the  eveniiiLC,  Niehitl-^on  ;md  jny><elt'  went  to  (Ijnner 

at   the   rest;inr:int  of  the  .'^rd  division.      Ahnut    seventy 

or    eiLrlity    otticers    were    jtresent,    and    itne    civilian  — 

the  Tliiir,s'  correspondent.     'I'he  (liniii'r  |»;is>r(l  (itV  very 

well,    thoUi;h    the    wines    weri     indifferent.       We    had 

some  <';ipit:d  siiiL^inn-,  and  wound  n|»  the  eveniii'.;   hy  a 

p;emiine    and    lieaity   chorus   of  (t'nd   sure   Ihc    (Jnrrn^ 

followed  1)V  three  JJritish  cheers  which  made  the  welkin 

rinL*"  attain. 

^  Dec.  7. — Fine  warm  day,  with  rather  a  hi.;h  wind, 
r.). 


Kode  round  the  works  in   the   morning- 


!•• :    iiPonnd   in   a 


most  muddy  state.  Nicholson  came  u])  from  Sehastdpol 
in  th<' afternoon,  lie  jj^ives  a  most  favouraMe  ac(  ount 
of  the  {)ronress  of  tlii;  demolition  of  the  docks.  The 
Russians  tire  less  than  thev  did  on  the  workinLi'  part 
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that  I  fear  some  tinu;  must  ehipse  ere  we  get  our  mes.« 
satisfactorily  started. 


'Dec.  S. 


A  variahle  dav,  showerv  hut   mild.     On  a 


re<rimental  court-martial  in  the  morninjjf:  rodt' afteiward,- 


*  Viscount   Talon,    on   uudtlit'r   occasion,   rodf!    liis  own   Iiovho 
ajrrtiiist  llic  best  l-jmlisli  riders  Inr  a  yreat  hurdle  ruco  open  to  uU 


nations,  which  he  won  iu  "rood  stvle.— Editok 
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to  inspect,  at  Coloiicl  (ionloii's  r('(|iu'st,  ;i  (lil;i))i(]ate(l 
powder  in:i'4a/iiu' near  New  Kadikoi  ;  tV)ini(l  it,  tlioii^ii 
l)riiut'iil  t»t'  powder,  in  a  most  ruined  state,  a  hwij^r  liole 
in  (»ne  ani;'^'  no  locks  lor  the  doors,  tlie  walls  ^iviui;"  way 
in  various  directions,  and  yet  close  to  tlie  main  road 
and  to  tiiat  drunken  i»audemoniinn  called,  variously, 
New  Kadikoi  or  Dounyltrook.  ])ined  early  with  Scliaw, 
and  went  in  the  evening"  with  him  to  visit  the  school 
estaltlislied  recently  tor  the  nun.  l''ound  it  was  not  a 
scliool  ni^ht,  so  returne"!  to  my  hut,  whei'i.'  I  read  out 
some  ])assay;es  of  Naj)ier"s  animated  and  u^raphic  des- 
criptions of  l^attles  in  the  Penii.  iila,  and  afterwards 
])layed  a  very  tou^h  i;"ame  of  c-hess  with  Schaw.  Ni^^'hts 
tine,  with  "stars  so  hrii^-jitly  shininjj;,  i)ecansi;  they've 
nothiuL;"  else  to  do.""  It  is  (piite  a  i-elief  to  see  the  blue 
sky  airain,  though  I  fear  we  shall  have  but  a  g'limpse 
oi  i(. 

^  Dcr.  9. — Wet  in  the  morning,  hut  fine  and  nnld 
in  the  aft(>rnoon.  Attended  service  in  our  rude  church, 
eomposeil  of  old  mar(|Uees  and  tents,  sti'ctched  over 
some  rough  scantling  betwti'U  two  stables;  and  itself, 
J  believe,  on  wt'ek  days,  used  as  a  stable  for  camels. 
In  the  afternoon,  when  the  weather  cleared,  1  rode 
"  Zouave  "  to  the  Kedan.  The  old  siege  works  were  very 
muddy,  and  ])artially  dilapidated.  The  light  was  thrown 
very  beautifully  on  the  formidable  Kussian  works;  and 
I  do  not  recodect  ever  seeing  the  .Malakhoft'  lo(»king  so 
noble  and  imposing.  Every  embrasiuv  was  distinctly 
marked  bv  its  inaui»ular  dark  patch  of  shadow.  Nichol- 
son  was  up  diu'ing  the  morning  from  >!febastopol.     lie 
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tcu  {\.\\>.  Sir  NN'iUiaiii  ( "oihiii^tou  ralhd  at  tiir  caiiin 
iu  t  ho  oMiiiuL;',  t(»  sec  ( '(tiduci  (idi'don.  J  Ic  saitl,  hr  iiaii 
I'ocoivod  uo  olliciai   iut  iinat  iou    ol'  tlif  iall    ot"   l\ai's,  :iii(l 
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will  show.      Ni^ht,  starli^lit  aud  ph'as;iiit. 

'pec.  10. — A  hcaulilul  day.  A  Ii;-;ht  tVust  iu  the 
uioiiiiui^^  warui  iu  tlic  uiiddlc  of  the  da\'.  Little 
cl'tvi-^,  iiowcvcr,  ai»|iarciit  ly  |)ro(hico(l   on  the   iinid   aud 
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hat 
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jlalaclava  for  slice]*,  ^Vc.  Attended  (leuei'al  Myie's 
levee  at  11  A..M.  Ilc  rc(|Ueslcd  Uiett*  colder  witll  tilc 
head  of  the  Laud  Transjiort  ('(>i-[)s,  attached  to  the  Hrd 
I)i\i^iou,  with  the.  vi(!W  of  ascertaiuiui'"  wliat  as.dsli.uce 


1  could  alVord  hiui   iu   rooliu'>-iu   tlii;  stah! 
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(.'i)luU<d 


I'ldwards,  LSth   j'cu'iuicut,   askc-d    uie  to   look   at    one   o 
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his  lar^'c  hospital  huts,  which  had  heeii  inudi  shaken 
hy  a  reci'Ut  j^'ale  of  wind.  1  coni|)lied  with  his  I'eijUcst, 
aud  also  went  three  times  throui;li  the  mud  to  the  Laud 
Transport  Corps,  without  lindiu^'  the  ciiptain. 

'I  inspected  the  siahles,  liouevci",  in  coni[)anv  <tl'  the 
second  in  c(Uiimand.  Walls  had  heen  hiult,  aud  a 
small  2)<>rtion  of  ro(  f  fixed,  scantily;  hiu  nearly  all  the 
animals  (4()()  in  r'.imher)  were  without   cov(;r.      Planks 

re   siijiposed   i(j   he 
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anil  nails  were  x^pured.  nome  W( 
oil  tJu'lr  ViUf  Uo\\\  KnL;land,  hut  notliini(  positive  h.td 
been  heard  respecting;'  them.  The  Land  'j'ransjiort 
Corps  had  heen  recently  very  much  worked,  and  their 
horses  and  mules,  partly  from  this  cause,  and  partly, 
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I  cannot  })ut  tliink,  from  want  of  proper  care  and 
attention,  had  suffered  a  <»Teat  deal. 

'It  became  maiiif'st  tliat,  if  tasked  in  this  manner 
miicli  lon<;er,  they  would  eventually  become  ineffective, 
and  that  the  army  \s'0uld  again  have  to  contend  with 
the  paralysin*^  inHuence  of  dehcieut  transport  on  the 
resumption  of  hostilities  in  the  sprinj^-.  An  order  was 
accordinjj^ly  issued  to  spare  them  as  much  as  possible, 
and  fatigue  parties  of  several  regiments  are  marched 
do/n  to  Balaclava  daily  to  bring  up  their  huts  and 
stores  to  the  front.  The  march  there  and  back  cannot 
be  less  than  twelve  to  fourteen  miles.  I  was  much 
pleased  at  finding  that  the  men  performed  it  w4th  ease, 
and  plodded  over  the  uui(hly  roiids  with  their  long 
boots,  carrying  for  six  or  seven  miles  portions  of  their 
huts,  and  occu])ying  but  a  few  hours  in  the  task.  I 
think  that  this  marching  will  be  a  great  benefit  to  the 
army.  The  more  exercise  the  men  take,  consistent  with 
health,  the  better.  I  visited  Denne  at  the  snudl-arm 
ammunition  brigade,  and  lunched  with  liim.  I  also 
paid  two  visits  to  the  magazine  of  the  left  siege  train, 
and  rode  round  all  my  working  parties.  Things  are 
going  on,  on  the  whole,  satisfactorily.  T  took  a  walk 
with  Cooke  in  the  evening.  Schav/  and  he  dined  with 
►Scratchley  and  myself,  and  afterwards  came  over  to  my 
hut,  wdjere  I  read  them  a  few  chapters  of  the  immortal 
"Pickwick."     To  bed  about  11.30  p.m. 

''Dec.  11. — Saw  the  chief  of  the  Land  Transport 
Corps,  and  called  on  (ieneral  Eyre  to  report  on  his 
<{uestion.      I    had  mentioned,  at  an  interview  on  the 
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previous  day,  that  it  mi<;-ht  ho  desirahle  to  estahlish  a 
saw-pit   in    the  ditch  of  the   1^'dan,   where    tlie  licavy 
beams    and   tind)ers,   wliich    fixed    and    supported    the 
Kussiiin   bomb-proof  barracks,  mii;ht  be  sawn   up  into 
portable   planks  and   rafters.     }[e  told  nie,  to-day,  lie 
li.ad  sui]fg«'sted  that  this  sliould  be  done.      [  said  I  would 
ride  to  Sebastopol,  and  find  out  wher(^  W(»od  could   bo 
most  easily  procured  ;  and  left  him,  aftt-r   receivini^  his 
thanks  for  my  citj^ar,  and  maps.      \  rode  straight  to  the 
Redan  after  our  interview,  and  groped  into  soiii(>  of  tlie 
old  casemates  there.     The  beams  and  timbers  seem  so 
securely    fixed,    that    some   difficulty   would    be   expe- 
rienced  in  getting  them  out.      I  found,  however,  that 
there  were  a  good  many  rafters  in  the  White  Ibiildings 
apparently  sutfieient   for  tlie  re(piired  purpose.     After 
this   inspect i'.-ii    1    rode   to   tlie   docks,    where    working 
parties  of  both  Frencli  and  Knu'lish  were  luisilv  en^iaued 
in  sinking  shafts  and  driving  galleries,  in  spite  of  very 
Cfreat    diflficulties,  caused    l>v  snrings  breakini"-  tlirouuh 
into  the  shafts  and   inundating  the  galleries.      I    heard 
a  poor  soldier  had  lieen  drowned  on  the  pi-e\i(»us  night 
bv  falliuir  into  a  shaft  with  six  feet  of  water  in  it.     Ab'ii 
were    engaged    pumping    water    (luf     sufhciently    low 
to  admit  of  work  being  performed.     I  spent   an  inte- 
restini;  afternoon    altogether  in   the   docks.      It    seems 
that  our  demolition   will   be   more   complete   than   the 
French.     We  have  given  ourselves  nuich  more  trouble 
than  they  have. 

*•  The  system   of  demolition  appears  very  sim{)le  :  — 
charges,  proportioned  to  the  lines  of  least  resistance, 
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"|)l;ic('il  ;i1  in1i-rv:!ls  of  twice  iis  li-n^tli  l.cliiiid  the  re- 
taiiiiiiL;"  ^v;lll<.  I  Imiciicd  willi  two  or  tliroo  officers  of 
tlie  iSlli,  in  tlie  lionse  formerly  occupied  l»y  llie  Aiii;]o- 
Froiicli  Coituiussioii.  Fi-om  a  small  halcoiiy  outside,  I 
was  al)le  with  a  telescojje  to  scrutinise  veiy  miiuitely 
the  formidable  line  of  liussiau  batteries  which  frown 
j^rinily  from  thc^  north  shon-.  1  was  told  not  to  expose 
myself  too  couspicuoush',  or  the  Russians  would  pro- 
bably fire  on  the  house,  which  was  in  easy  i-ani^'e  of 
most  of  their  battei'ies.  They  sent,  in  fact,  shot  and 
shell,  every  now  and  then,  within  a,  few  foot  of  it,  and 
one  of  the  latter  most  (lisat;Teeal)le  messengers  had 
ali^'hted  only  a  day  or  tw(.  befor*/  in  the  back  yard. 
1  could  See  Eussian  sentries  most  distinctly,  and  even 
the  gunners  loading  autl  pointing  tin  ir  guns.  The 
Kussians  tire  continually  on  the  town  a.nd  docks,  every 
now  and  then  wounding  a  few  men.  No  notice  what- 
ever, liow^ever,  is  taken  of  their  tire. 

'Dec.  13. — A  tine  frosty  morning.  Ther"  had  been 
;i  deluge  of  rain  the  previous  night,  which  did  some 
damage,  carrying  away  two  strongly-built  bridges  over 
a  stream  in  one  of  the  ravines.  I  walked  out  witl» 
Scliaw  and  Cooke  to  the  Bastion  du  Mat,  where  we 
studied  the  Russian  defences. 

'  Behind  tlie  Bastion  du  Mat  are  numerous  batteries 
and  parapets,  and  the  ridge  at  the  end  of  which  it 
.stands  is  swept  by  the  tire  of  an  indented  line  i)f  tlu^ 
most  formi(hd)le  flanking  1  atteries.  We  found  some 
P'rench  regiments  liutted  in  patched-up  little  Louses 
just  behind  their  works.     We   returned  l>y  the  Creek 
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liattery,  wliicli  had  been  a  <;reat  dtal  injured  liy  the 
Hood,  part  of  tlie  platform,  ^'^c,  liavini;'  iieeii  >wept  away  ; 
just  outside  was  a  perl'ect  little  hd<e. 

'At  ()  v.M.  I  went  to  liear  a  lecture  delivered  iiy  the 
chaphiiu-u'enei'al  to  tlie  Sap])ers,  on  llie  History  of  th(^ 
("rinua.  lie  went  hack  to  the  earli(.st  period  of  liistory, 
and  descrilied  the  count  r\' from  those  davs  to  the  itresent 
time,  as  tlie  theati'e  of  perpetual  warfare,  r.nd  as  con- 
tinually inhabited  hy  harharous  ti'ilxs,  drivinii"  one 
another  out  in  tn.rn.  I*eoi)le  from  lleradea  in  Asia 
Min<»r  crossed  the  iJlack  Sea,  and  occupied  the  very 
heights  on  which  we  are  now  encamped,  as  iar  l»a(d<  as 
iSOO  it.c,  and  Mithridates  huilt  a  wall  to  protect  their 
successors  from  the  invasion  of  a  wild  tribe  of  the 
n(»rtherii  stejtpes,  who  daslied  in,  in  search  of  booty,  a^ 
soon  as  the  ])rosperity  and  wealth  of  their  more  i)eaceful 
iieiuiiboiirs  became  tem])tini''. 

'The  Crimea  was  at  one  time  in  the  pow(  r  of  \\\iy. 
l\omans :  but  they  exercised  but  little  control  over  so 
distant  a  province.  Tin-  Kussians  under  i'rince  Madi- 
mir  attacked  the  Ciimea.  and  besieged  Seba>toj»ol.  about 
the  third  century.  They  took  the  place  then  by  cuttini; 
otf  the  water  of  the  town,  after  a  sieire  of  many  months'' 


duration. 


unnr  was  a  verv  al)ie  as  W( 


bl( 


as  a   ver 


'y 


i'arnest  man.  Jlis  mind  was  nuich  dis(juieted  by 
reliL>ious  feeling',  and  he  strove  zealously  to  discover 
rhich     of   the    various    creiils    professed    by    ditTerent 
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operations  in  the   Crimea,   he  despatched  ambassadors 
to    Constantinople,   to  make    entjuiri<s    respecting'  the 
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Cliristian  faitli.  Tlicv  wore  introduced  into  tlic  maii'- 
nificont  clnirch  of  8t.  Sopliia,  now  llio  <>'i'eat  tt'inplc  of 
Malionietanisni,  and  were  struck  with  admiration, 
probably  more  ])y  the  splendour  of  tlie  worf^liip  tliau 
l)y  its  s])irit  and  meaninJ,^  Their  report  and  the  efforts 
of  a  missionary  converted  Vladimir,  who  was  baptised 
after  tlie  captun;  of  Sebastopol,  it  is  supposed,  on  a  spot 
close  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  He  did  not  retain 
possession  of  his  conrpiest;  and  nothiuLi;'  more  was  heard 
or  seen  of  the  Russians  in  the  Crimea  till  the  time  of 
Catherine  II.  The  lecture  was,  on  the  whole,  very 
interestino-. 

'Dec.  16. — Old  Winter  has  us  at  lenf^th  in  his 
clutches,  and  we  beoin  to  see  that  we  sliallliave  torou<>'h 
it  a  little  in  our  wooden  luits.  For  the  last  two  morn- 
ings I  have  had  to  break  the  ice  in  my  bath  before 
washing ;  my  ink  I  was  compelled  to  thaw  before  I 
could  write  my  name  to  the  Morning  State  of  tlie  com- 
pany; and  even  now,  at  11.15  a.m.,  there  is  a  covering 
of  half-an-inch  or  so  of  ice  on  some  water  at  the  farther 
end  of  the  room,  which  appears  to  exhil)it  no  conviction 
that  the  temperature  in  tluit  locality  has  yet  risen  above 
.32^  We  have  as  yet  had  no  cold  comparable  to  that 
of  Canada,  and  I  do  not  imagine  that  my  experience  of 
severe  weather  will  be  much  increased  by  a  winter  in 
the  Crimea.  I  have  driven  out  at  Quebec  with  the  mer- 
cury more  than  40°  below  freezing  point.     The  great 
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terence  will,  of  course,  consist  between  the  dwellings 
liere  and  in  Canada.  A  wooden  shed,  witli  nothina'  but 
a  wood  fire  to  warm  it,  is  of  course  a  ureat  contrast  to  a 
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solid  stone  house,  with  stoves  and  lire-places,  double 
doors  and  doulih'  windows.  As  a  field  (»fHeer,  however, 
my  allowance  of  fuel  is  large,  and  with  the  assistam-e  of 
wood  brought  from  Sebasto]»ol  in  my  own  cart,  I  dare 
say  1  shall  do  very  well.  Wi-  have  coals  and  charcoal 
alternately  with  wood,  issued  as  rations.  I  met  to-dav 
French  soldiers  carrying  old  gabions,  and  rough  pieces 
)f  plank  or  timber.  They  are  evidently  rather  hard 
pressi'd  to  ]>rocure  firewood.  The  l^'rencli  soldiers  do 
not  receive  half  the  attention  ours  do. 

'AH  the  Russian  av'counts  I  liave  seen  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  war  are  mnch  more  true  and  rational  than 
the  bombastic  descriptions  in  our  newspa])ers.  They 
treat,  1  think,  with  a  contempt,  in  a  certain  degree 
well  nu'rited,  our  magniticent  achievement  of  ca|)- 
turing  the  little  fort  of  Kiid)urn,  with  a  naval  force 
sufficient  with  a  few  discharges  to  blow  it  almost  to 
atoms. 

'There  are  no  amusements  here  just  now  Imt  read- 
ing and  walking.  I  exijcct  Sir  William  Kvre  (the 
general  of  my  division)  in  a  few  minutes,  to  insjx'ct 
tlie  huts  of  my  company  to-day.  1  have  postponed  the 
dinner  hour,  that  he  may  see  the  men  at  their  meals.  I 
have  l)een  enabled  to  make  my  fellows  ])retty  comfort- 
able. With  wood  I  ha\('  brought  u])  in  my  own  cart,  I 
liave  manaiic  1  to  line  their  huts,  and  have  uiscn  dii-ec- 
tions  for  the  construction  of  tables.  1  have  also  bought 
each  of  them  a  tin  plate  for  dinner  (hcftfir  they  liad 
nothing),  and  somt'  drinking  nuigs.  These  comforts, 
with   sixtv   or   seventv  volumes   of  liLfht    readinu',   and 
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tlie  prospoct  of  a  unuil  Cliristmas  (liniicr,  linvo,  T  tliink, 
produced  ill  sonic  iiicasurc  the  elVcct  I  de>ii-c(l,  and 
made  my  men  more  contented  and  ^vcll  1m  liaved.  It" 
voii  treat  men  like  l)nites,  yon  cannot  witnder  at  their 
teelin;;"  disgusted  with  themsehrs,  and  liehaviii!j;' so  as 
to  justity  the  treatment  they  receive.  1  liaxc  one  or 
two  ""  shock  i  ni;' liad  characters  "  aiiionij^  my  little  party 
of  sixty,  liut  r  do  not  despair  altogether  of  any  one  of 
them.  ]\ly  Serjeants  (one  in  part  icular)  are  \eiT  kind 
to  tlic  men,  and  hold  the  same  opini(»n  that  I  do,  that 
persuasion  is  better  than  force.* 

'One  of  my  corporals  is  now  eiiij^ai^^ed  in  ciittinii;  a 
monument  (entirely  his  own  design),  in  stone,  to  the 
meuKU'v  of  all  the  Sappers  and  Miners  avIk*  have  heeii 
killed  or  died  durimjj  the  war.  It  will  he  erected  in 
the  Sappers'  l»urial-:j;'round.  The  otficers  of  the  haii^i- 
neers  out  here  liave  siihscrihed  very  liherally,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Sajipers,  to  erect  a  joint  monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  all  the  oflRcers  ;ind  men  of  the 
corjis  who  liave  perished  since  the  commencement  of 
the  war  to  the  fall  of  Sehastopol.  A  committee  to 
select  the  sculptor  or  architect,  and  choose  the  desi^^'n, 
has  l)een  appointed  in  London;  and  I  hope  when  I 
return  home  (if  it  please  Ood  I  should  ever  do  so)  to 
see  a  Avorthy  memorial  to  the  j^'allant  fellows  who  have 
fallen  out  here. 

'^  Dec.  21. — Wi^  have  had  two  or  three  days  of  most 
severe  weather.  On  the  19th  the  thermometer  fell 
Itelow  zero  at  daybreak,  and  even  in  the  hut  where  I 
lodge,  the  mercury,  thouj^li  assisted  by  the  warmth  of  a 
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wood  fin",  did  not  rise  liii,d!('r  tlian  lo"'  at  S  a.m.  'I'Iio 
wind  blew  with  |>cn(tratinL;"  sharpness  from  thr  N.I']. 
'I'ho  sky  was  ^Tcy  and  'gloomy,  and  tho  wcalhtr  j^cik- 
rally  resrndih'd  t  hat  t»f  a  (kiy  in  the  midst  ofaranaihan 
winter,  when  u  st<n-m  is  jn-t  aiiont  to  l»ni>t  in  I'nry  over 
t  he  hindseajx'.  In  t  ho  aftrrnoon,  in  spite  of  the  cold,  [ 
walked  with  ( 'ooke,  Scliaw.  and  Seratehh'y  to  SeJjastepel. 
^\'e  met  a  l(»n^"  procession  of  l*'rench  and  I'innlisli  sol- 
(liei's,  many  of  them  (pocir  telluwsl)  h»okin;^'  half  frozen, 
earryini^'  old  l)eams  and  planks,  windows,  dour  frames, 
and  e\cii  staves  of  hari'els,  f  ir  fnel.  Hue  peoi-  little 
Fioiirdis  had  the  end  of  his  nose  re;.;nlarly  IVo>t-ltitten, 
and  i  had  the  satisfactiMii  of  restorin;^'  animation  to  it, 
.aeeordinL;"  to  the  Canadian  fashion,  hy  the  Judieions 
application  (»f  a  snow-hall.  The  little  ician  hore  the 
O[»eration  very  <|nietly,  t honied i  he  confessed  that  he  hnrnt 
a  little.  We  fonnd  Sehastopol  mncli  warmer  than  the 
lieJLi'hts  on  which  we  wei'e  encamped.  The  Nvater  of  the 
harlxtni"  was  steanuni;"  like  hoilini;"  water,  as  I  ha\('  seen 
that  of  the  St.  Lawrence  on  a  very  cold  day.  ( )n  onr 
way  l»ack,  I  fell  in  Avith  a  (lnnd<en  soldier  of  the  iSth 
re_L;'iment  who,  with  the  assistance  of  a  corpoi'al  of  the 
14th,  of  tlie  same  name  as  myself,  I  secin'ed,and  finally 
^i;ettini4"  more  aid,  had  taken  to  the  i;nai'(l-room.  Several 
men,  it  appears,  have  recently  heen  frozen  to  death  hy 
lyiniL;'  down,  when  diamk,  to  sleep  on  the  snow.  Tlie 
sudden  chanL''c  in  the  weather  has  caused  much  sntferini:^ 
in  the  army.  ()ne  peor  fellow,  on  sentry,  liad  hoth  his 
arms  fro/en,  havin;^',  incautiously,  mounted  L;uard  with- 
out his  mits.    Two  men,  even  in  one  of  our  hospital-huts 
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waniifd  l>y  ;i  stove  in  the  ccutrt',  ;m(l  siipjjosrd  to  iic 
very  <'<>iiit"nrt;il(I«',  were  iictually  tVust-hitfcii :  and  it  is 
.said  tliat,  in  one  way  or  otlicr,  altonl  1,()()()  nim  have 
Mit't'<'i'c(l.  Orders  have  i)een  issued  tor  the  institutinn  nf 
a  strict  .search  after  st rau'i^'lcrs  and  drunken  men  ahsent 
iVoiii  evening,'  parade,  with  a  view  of  dindnishiniL;"  the 
chance  of  casuaUies  fr<tm  exposure. 

'  y>rc.  2.">.  A  thaw,  and  in<»st  htvelv  (hiv.  Attt'iidcd 
Cliurch  service  in  the  inorniiii;',  and  walked  in  tlie  after- 
noon with  Cooke  \o  Sehasto))ol,  to  see  the  ruins  of  the 
(h)ck  (h'niolishi  (1  hy  tlie  l^'rench.  The  town  and  harhour 
hioked  charnnnn"  in  tlie  hri^'ht  sunshine.  The  demoli- 
tion had  succeeded  very  well.  I  oidy  liope  o^O'.s  may 
he  (Mjually  sui'cessful.  No  stones  tlt;w  nion;  than  ahout 
loo  yards  verticallv  ;  and  the  piers  and  walls  eontii^nious 
to  the  exphision  were  (pute  uninjured.  The  trotips  were 
Avithdrawn  earlv  in  the  mornin<%  to  Ik;  out  of  the  wav, 
in  the  event  of  the  enemy's  openinj^^  a  heavy  tire.  Had 
another  look  at  the  liuskies  w^ith  u  telescope.  There 
WTre  al)out  tw^enty  of  them  collected  at  the  water's 
edge  close  to  Fort  Michael.  They  have  ])uilt  a  look- 
out post  on  tlu;  siunmit  of  one  of  their  most  elevated 
works.  Every  time  I  look  on  the  northern  forts  they 
apjiear  stronger.  They  seem  beautifid — constructed 
and  tiiushed  with  sharpness  and  chdicacy.  The  night  is 
most  lovelv.  There  is  a  glorious  full  moon  shininu'  now, 
and  the  sky  is  studded  with  stars. 

'  Dec.  2(). — Christmas  Day  has  passed  and  gone  in 
the  Crimea.  It  was  u  day  without  incident  worth  not- 
int;.     Thc^  weather  was  verv  tine  and  mild  for  the  time 
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of  year.  We  had  scrvicr  in  Ihr  morninLj.  and  I,  in 
coiiipaiiy  with  nearly  ;di  my  ludthcr  othcrrs  in  tainp, 
took  the  sai'ranunt.  Tin  ni»ii  of  my  coniitany  had  a 
j^ood  ( 'hristinas  dinner,  of  which  a  sli(('|>  I  had  ;L;'ivi'n 
them  |tro\t'd  one  of  fhr  thirf  ingredients.  They  hati 
arran^'ed  and  evtn  decorated  a  hut  very  eomfortahly, 
and  Were  all  seated  toi;et  her  round  t  he  ;;ood  fare.  sj»read 
out  on  a  couple  (»f  loni;'  tables,  when  I  paid  my  visit. 
After  wishing' them  a  merry  ( 'hristmas,  and  <  inpiirin^" 
whether  they  had  a  i;oo(l  dinner,  I  di'ank  their  healths 
in  a  i;'lass  of  sherry,  offered  m<'  on  a  u'lass  plate  by 
the  colour-serjeant.  <  >iic  of  the  men  then  called 
out  ••Three  cheers  for  Major  b'anken,"  which  was 
lieartily  resp«)nded  to,  and  in  the  nddst  of  which  I 
witiidre\K. 

*  In  the  afternoon  1  ac(  ompaiiied  ('(»!o)iel  l»ent, 
I'.wart,  Schaw,  (  ooke.  Scratchley,  and  (iraliam  to 
Inkermann.  We  visited  tln'  Kiiifiiiet-rs'  burial--iound 
at  the  old  ri'j;lit  attack  camp, and  continued  our  walk  to 
the  redoubts  (»n  the  heinhts,  opjiosile  Inkermann,  held 
by  the  French.  The  view  of  the  town  and  harbour  of 
Si'bastopol  from  the  liei;>hts  we  wen'  on  was  verv  tine. 
( )ur  position  at  lnk(  rmanii  seem.s  a  naturally  stroni;' 
one;  l)ut  there  were,  I  was  surprised  to  tind,  very  few 
<4"uiis  mounted  in  any  of  the  redoubts  we  saw. 

M)ur  Christmas  dinner,  the  component  parts  of  which 
were  furnished  bv  various  contributions,  had  W'  11-niiih 
j)rove(l  a  failure,  l^'ate  seemed,  in  fact,  to  frown  on  our 
efforts.  A  fat  turkey,  which  we  had  pMinitted  to  in- 
dulLj:e  our  imai'iiiati(jus  with  the  hope  of  devourin;/,  was 
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stol<'n  on  the  24t]i,  and  a  haunch  of  ,i;oat,  destinecl  for 
tlic  otlicr  '^jjlf're  de  irsistancc,''^  was  likewise  uncere- 
moniously walked  off  with  by  some  scoundrel  on  Christ- 
mjis  Day  itself.  When  I  returned  from  my  walk  Jit 
3..'50  P.M.,  I  found  little  or  no  preparations  had  been 
made.  Cooks  and  servants  were  niissinji*",  or  the  worse 
for  li<[Uor,  and  our  prospects  anythiiiL;'  but  cheering. 
A  goose  and  a  shoulder  of  goat  supplied  the  missiiig 
dishes.  I  work<'d  like  a  servant,  and  laid  the  table, 
and  drew  the  wine-corks,  Slc,  myself,  till  shortly  after 
six  we  had  the  vmexpected  satisfaction  of  hearing, 
spite  of  all  difficulties  and  disappointments,  that  dinner 
was  ready. 

'Our  ])arty  was  ten  in  number  (Colonel  Gordon, 
-Major  Kwait,  ]\Iaj(»r  Cooke,  ^Major  Nicholson,  Captain 
Sciiaw,  Dr.  Dowding,  Lieutenant  Graham,  Gordon, 
Sci'atchley,  and  myself).  Our  dinner  consisted  of  soup, 
a  goose,  a  shoulder  of  goat  (nearly  rawj,  Ji  ham,  a 
tongue  (bad),  a  preserved  chicken  (very  seed}'),  and 
]>lum  pudding,  gooseberry  tart,  and  stewed  ji[>ples.  It 
Vv'ent  off  very  well  on  the  whole,  and  was  kept  up  suc- 
cessfully till  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock. 

Dec.  29. — Cold  day;  rode  in  the  afternoon  with 
Scratchley  to  the  left  of  the  Eussian  works,  visiting  the 
(Quarantine  Fort,  and  the  French  batteries  erected  in  its 
vicinity.  It  was  the  first  time  that  I  had  been  to  see 
this  portion  of  the  Kussian  lines.  I  was  struck  with  the 
crenated  wall,  evidently  the  commencement  of  a  per- 
manent chain  of  works  for  the  defence  of  the   city. 
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The  (Quarantine  Fort  is  a  larL,fe,  Ioul;-,  and  narrow  W(»rk, 
with  ])road  ditches,  strongly  palisaded,  and  with  r.vct- 
nients  of  ])rieks  formed  of  clay  and  straw,  very  matly 
built  up,  and  eond)iued  with  masonry  walls.  Fort  Cdii- 
stantine  ajtpeared  (juite  close  to  us.  The  l''reneh  hat- 
teries  are  well  built,  and  mount  a  number  of  oims  and 
some  very  heavy  m(«rtai's,  beariii;;-  to  all  ap])earance 
jtrincipally  on  Fort  Constantino.  The  S(»]i(lity  and  tinish 
of  tlie  Jvussian  wnrks  are  as  conspicuous  and  admirable 
here  as  at  all  points  of  their  wonderful  lines.  We 
passed  through  the  cemeterv,  the  scene  of  a  ureat 
stn^j;-L>ie  between  the  l^'reiicli  an<l  Ivussians;  the  grave- 
stones were  much  injured,  and  the  ;ir()und  strewed  with 
liroken  stones.  There  I  saw  a  marble  momuuent  to  the 
memory  of  ]\Irs.  Upton  (wife  of  the  Kn^^lish  engineer 
who  constructed  tlie  docks)  and  her  two  vounu-ehihlren. 
The  inscription  was  in  English  and  Kussian. 

'In  the  evening  I  went  to  Kwart's  Init,  to  c(»nsult 
with  liim  about  ordering  some  wine,  and  on  mv  retui-n, 
I  read  a  novel  called  The  Head  of  the  FariiU>/,  which  1 
liked  on  the  whole  ;  it  is  evidently  writtt;n  by  a  woman, 
as  the  insight  into  female  character  is  very  dee[),  and 
the  delineations  are  sometimes  both  delicate  and  beau- 
tifub  How  seldom  one  meets  with  the  heroines  of 
novels  in  real  life  I  those  pure  loving  women  whom  we 
picture  to  ourselves  in  day  dreams,  and  so  ardently  wish 
to  encounter. 

'Dec.  31,  ll.oO  i>.M. — Ten  minutes  or  less,  and  18o.> 
is  over.     I  will  nut  niurulise  on  the  subject,  but  express 
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CANADA   AND   THE   CRIMEA. 


a  hearty  and  fervent  wish  tliat  1850  inny  prove  a  })rif(ht 
contrast  to  this  hist  eventful  year.  Tlie  En^lisli  papers 
tell  us  that  Europe  is  balanced  between  peace  and  war. 
A  few  (hiys  will  decide  the  great  (piestion,  and  the 
destinies  of  thousands,  perliaps  nullions  of  human 
beings.     What  a  state  of  anxious  suspense  I 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


THE    NEW   YEAR. 


'r\UR  moss  is  at  lenofh,  spite  of  difficuUios  and 
V,'  strno-o-lcs,  fairly  started.  I  have  ahnost  tlie  sole 
direction  of  it,  and  go  into  "  my  kitchen  "  and  confer 
with  my  cook  on  the  important  subject  of  dinner  regu- 
larly every  morning  after  breakfast.  The  difficulties 
of  house-keeping  are  smnethhirj,  when,  as  is  often  the 
case,  messengers  are  sent  on  vain  expeditions  for  four- 
teen miles  or  so,  over  the  muddy  roads,  and  return 
almost  empty-handed,— when  a  cart  is  two  days  and  a 
night  bringing  up  some  wine  from  Kazatch  Bay,— when 
ttvo  journeys  to  Kamiesch  are  necessary  to  pre. cure 
a  dozen  scare-crow  fowls  (at  the  modest  price  of  4s.  9^/. 
each).  I  am  expecting  supplies  from  liaidar,  Sinope, 
Constantinople,  and  Malta. 

'  Being  the  fortunate  possessor  of  a  cart  and  mule  (»f 
my  own,  I  manage  to  accumulate,  by  a  series  of  efforts, 
a  certain  stock  in  hand — a  few"  sheep  and  goats,  some 
flour,  potatoes,  &c.;  so  that  I  do  not  suffer  under  a 
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daily  pressure,  and  am  free  to  dcvdtc  my  powers  lo  the 
future.  JIad  we  to  dfjx'udon  (lovei'iuneut  supplies,  we 
should,  tvcn  DOW,  have  salt  pork  aud  ])e<'f  to  live  ou 
four  days  out  of  the  seven,  and  i^vt  bread  only  ouei'  or 
twiee  a  week. 

'Tile  poor  French  sohliers  suffer  a  great  deal,  thoui^'h 
nothing  is  said  of  it.  Tliere  is  a  vast  eontras;  iictwecu 
the  conditions  of  tiie  two  armies.  ( )ur  men  fat,  healthy, 
and  both  well  and  warmly  clad  and  lodged:  the  J^'rencii 
pale,  thin,  and  many  of  them  still  under  canvas.  It  is 
sometimes  melanchol}'  to  see  the  poor  fellows  looking 
lialf  starved,  though  still  soldier-like  and  resolute,  hover- 
ing about  an  English  camp,  in(iuiring  anxiou.>ly  if  there 
is  any  "  hiscn'd  "  to  be  sold.  They  are  too  proud  to  accept 
it  as  a  gift.  I  do  not  think  this  suffering  is  universal 
through  the  whole  French  army ;  but  I  am  sure  a  great 
deal  of  real  want  and  sickness  exists,  perhaps  not  more 
than  might  have  been  expected  imder  the  circumstances, 
but  still  painful  to  contrast  with  our  own  prosperity 
and  ahundance. 

'  Last  night,  in  company  wdth  a  large  group  of 
Engineer  officers,  I  witntjssed  some  ex[)losions  in  the 
docks.  The  charges  were  tired  by  galvanic  batteries, 
and  the  result  I  understand  is  very  satisfactory.  It  was 
so  dark  that  no  one  was  able,  at  the  time,  to  see  its 
effect.  Our  vralk  home  through  the  Redan,  and  over 
rough  and  difficult  ground,  was  rather  hard  work. 

^January  6. — No  incident  worth  meutioniug  has 
occurred  within  the  last  two  or  three  davs. 
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'On  January  4  (niv  twentv-eiiirlith  birtlulavi  IJariis- 
ton  dined  with  me. 

'  Yesterday  1  rodewitli  Scrritclih'y  to  Kazatcli  Hay,  to 
visit  a  (U'tacliment  of  my  company  at  work  there.  The 
road  to  Kamiesch  was  crowih'd  with  French  waj^'ons  laden 
with  hay,  bread,  &c.,  and  we  encountered  likewise  lar«j^e 
parties  of  soldiers  carrying- tin 'Wood,  and  strin<^^s  of  mules 
with  chests  containing  boiled  ])eef,  swung  over  their 
backs  like  panniers — a  French  soldier  here  and  there, 
Ijv  wav  of  making;  his  animal  more  contented,  sittinir 
complacently  on  its  back,  in  the  centre  of  the  said 
chests,  and  seemingly  well  satisfied  with  his  temporary 
throne. 

'  Kazatch  Bay  I  had  not  seen  before.  It  is  a  small 
liarbour.  A  miniature  dockyard,  and  a  few  huts  occu- 
pied chiefly  by  marine  guards,  or  used  as  stores  or 
offices,  are  the  only  buildings  visible.  Tliere  were  two 
floating  batteries,  looking  like  pictures  of  clumsy 
solidity,  in  harbour.  These  had  arrived  from  Kng- 
land  subse(iuent  to  the  bombardment  of  Kinburn. 
My  Sappers  are  engaged  in  making  landing-piers  for 
the  navv,  and  in  erectim;  huts.  The  wind  rose  and  ])e- 
came  piercingly  cohl  in  the  afternoon,  and  we  were  not 
sorry  to  get  to  camp  again. 

'To-day,  after  church,  I  walked  with  four  or  five 
others  for  a  couple  of  hours.  The  whole  country  is 
now  covered  with  snow  to  the  depth  of  a  foot  or  more. 
The  sleighing  would  be  excellent,  were  there  sleighs  to 
drive.     I  think  of  fitting  one  up. 
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^  Jan,  12. — Two  days  ago  I  rode  with  Scratchley  to 
Kamara,  to  pay  ]M(jiitague  and  Edwards  a  visit.  I 
found  the  Sardinian  army  very  snugly  hutted;  their 
carnps  perfect  models  of  neatness,  and  good.  Many 
French  regiments  were  still  under  canvas.  Montague 
and  Edwards  had  effected  great  improvements  in  their 
little  settlement.  Their  "ilrawing  room  "  was  decorated 
with  green  fir  l)nuiches  and  sprigs  of  misletoe ;  the 
initials  V.  II.,  with  a  scroll  partially  encircling  them, 
giving  a  loyal  air  to  the  apartment. 

*  On  Thursday  I  attended  a  meet,  and  rode  across 
country  on  my  little  mare  ^Margaret,  in  a  grand  paper 
hunt.  The  ground  was  very  heavy,  and  took  it  out  of 
the  horses  considerably.  jMy  nag  carried  me  excellently 
well,  and  took  her  jumps  in  a  style  that  excited  the 
admiration  of  the  field. 

*Last  night  I  ploughed  my  way,  with  the  assistance 
of  a  lantern  and  a  very  limited  alloAvance  of  moon- 
light, through  the  mud,  to  see  the  Amateur  Theatricals 
of  the  Fourth  Division.  The  audience  were  smokinq; 
vigorously  when  we  arrived,  though  the  premonitory 
notes  of  the  orchestra  told  us  we  were  in  time.  We 
saw,  and  laughed  heartily  at  two  capital  farces,  capi- 
tally acted.  The  ladies'  parts  were  wonderfully  well 
sustained.  The  fainting  fits  and  "interesting  agitation" 
were  perfect. 
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AMATKUR    TirEATRICALS. 

This  was  the  play-l)ill : — 

TIIEATIIE  r.OYAL.-ForKTii  Divisiox. 

Tliis  ("VL-niii^r  Her  ^rnjo.^ty'H  servnnts  will  perform 

TO  PAIILS  AX  J)  BACK  FOIl  £o. 
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Mr.  Samfrl  Sxozzle 
Mr.  Cfiaklks  Makkiiam   . 

Sl'RIGOIXS 

LiKUT.  Sl'lKE,  ll.M. 

PocNCE,  a  ilekxiive  ojicer  . 
Fanxy,  niece  to  Spriogixs 
Joseph     .... 
Guard  Superixtexdext  . 
I'lerk  of  tue  Telegraph 


.     -AIr.  Lacy,  G.-Jrd  IJofrimont. 

.     ('apt.  Xicuolas,  loth  lU'gt. 

.    J)R.  HowAiti),  iHltli  Wv^^i. 

.  Mit.IlARi;iX(iTo.\,l{ilii'I{rin-a(l(!. 

.  Ma.ior  Somerville,  (Wth  Ifogt. 

.  Mr.  IFamoxd,  4(;tli  la-^^t. 

.  Capt.  JJlakkxkv,  -48111  IJcgt. 

.  Mr.  Light,  (!.^;1i  IJ('i>-t. 

.  Major  WoMRWKLL,  iOtb  Uc't:. 


To  be  fi)lIowed  by 
BOX  AXD  COX  MAIIKIEI)  AXD  SETTLED. 


P)Ox,  a  retired  printer 
Cox,  a  retired  hatter . 
Mrs.  Uox 
Mrs.  Cox 
Mrs.  Bouxcer. 


.  Capt.  Earle,  HTth  Boirt. 

.  Major  TJarrett,  4ntli  Bcgt. 

.  Mr.  Lacy,  0:jrd  Bcrrt. 

.  Mr.  Sauxdersox,  (!8th  Bc;;t 

.  Mr.  ILvmoxd,  40th  Bep-t. 


Starje-Manager.—'Sl.KZ^^  Lord  A.  G.  BrssELL,  Bille  Brigade. 

P/-o)»;;^r.— ^LvjOR  Womrwell,  4Gth  Begiment. 

Scene-Painter. — Mr.  Shaw,  21st  Fusileers. 

Doors  open  at  half-past  Six  :  performance  to  commence  at  Seven 

preci.'^ely. 
T  2 


u 


•I 


1 


m 


V     '. 


•70 


CANADA    AM)    TIIi:    CIlIMIlA. 


^    IM    ' 


Si 

I  '    I 


l   il 


:i  I 


'TIm'SC  little  lirciil-.s  in  the  inuiiotoiiy  oC  ( 'liiiirnii  life 
do  one  <>(H»(1.  'i'lu'ic  was  a  niiiioiir,  (niLrinatiim'  tVoiu 
tlic  Ficiicli  lica(l-(iiiai'tcis  ycstcnlav,  tliat  tlic  Riis>iaii> 
inten(lc(]  attacking"  our  j)ositiou  at  daylu'caktliis  luorii- 
illL,^  'I'licy  liavc  Jiot  done  so,  liowcvcr.  The  liriiiL;  tVoiii 
tli<'  iiortli  sliore  is  mucli  slacker  than  it  t'oniieilv  was. 

*Jiiii.  IS.-  On  tlie  KJtIi  we  entertained  at  dinner 
tlircMi  l)a,nisli  and  tliree  Sjtanisli  otliei-rs  ot"  Kni;iHeers  and 
yVrtillery.  Tlie  j>arty  nunihered  twenty-one  altogether, 
and  passed  off  very  well.  Tlie  s«'ni<.tr  otlieers  of  l)oth 
j)aities  sat  on  either  side  of  our  colonel.  The  Spaniard 
■was  a  rather  fornial  individual,  jtolite  and  proud — in  fact, 
thoroughly  Spanish.  Jle  sjjoke  with  a  reservt'd  for- 
niality,  intended  doubtless  for  dignity,  hut  winch  to 
Knglishnien,  accustomed  to  an  almost  unreserved 
ireedom  of  intercourse  between  all  ranks  of  gentlemen, 
appeai'cd  ratlier  an  excess  of  stiffness.  He  was,  however, 
])olite  and  genthnuanlike  in  his  l)e;u'ing,  and  sei-nied  to 
enjoy  tlie  entertainment  thoroughly  in  his  owncpiiet  way. 

'Of  the  other  dons,  one  was  a  livelv  rattling  little 
Cuban,  la  Capiliihie  d'AiilUcrle  Villason,  who  smoked 
cigarettes  and  conversed  in  a  sprightly  manner;  the  other, 
(juiet  and  affable,  always  ready  w^itli  a  smile,  and  an 
expression  of  assent  or  approval.  The  Danes  were  con- 
trasts to  these.  The  chief  (whom  we  nicknamed  Canute) 
smoked  philosophically  and  spoke  little.  The  others 
w^ere  full  of  professions  of  pleasure,  itc,  and  very  anxious 
to  obtain  information. 

^  Jan.  22. — The  rumours  of  peace  which  reached 
the  camp  yesterday  have  received  still  further  contirma- 


ri^osri'rr  ov  i'kaci;. 


2:7 


iiU'iiii  life 
iiiM-   tVdiii 
l\iis.->ians 
lis  iiiDrn- 
•in;^  from 
liy  was. 
lit  dinner 
lU'crs  and 
lt(>i;'('tli('r, 
s  (»t"  both 
Spaniard 
I — ill  fact, 
'rved  for- 
wlilch   to 
inreserved 
entk'incii, 
,  however, 
eenied  to 
liiict  way. 
iii*^  little 
o  smoked 
the  other, 
j,  and  an 
were  con- 
d  Canute) 
he   others 
■y  anxiuiLs 

reached 
confirma- 


tion. Col.  Froissart,  the  coiiiinaiKliiiLj  enLrincer  nf  llic 
Krciu'li  army,  told  {\>\.  (ntidon  that  lie  liiinsclf  had 
seen  a  despatch  addressed  tn  Marshal  I'elissicr,  statini,' 
th'iit  Knssia  had  acctptcd  the  terms  olTcrcd  hy  the  Allies: 
and  he  further  said  that  he  had  L;iven  orders  to  press 
forward  the  demolition  of  the  locks  and  wharves  in 
Sehastopol,  as  the  nperat  ions  nii:^ht  ar  an\'  moment  he 
siisj)ended.  l'hes<'  are  L;'reaf  and  <_rlorioiis  news,  if  they 
can  he  relied  on.  1  most  sincerely  trust  that  hotter 
and  hri<jfhter  times  are  ahout  to  dawn  u|)on  us.  [ 
thiid\  the  hard  tiu'ht  has  not  been  fou'^ht  in  vain  that 
we  have  tau^dit  Ixussia  a  lesson  that  she  will  not  soou 
foro'et^ — thrown  her  hack  Hity,  ])erliaps  a.  hundred,  years 
in  her  career  of  con<[uest,  which  she  so  conveniently 
styles  her  destiny. 

*  We  are  full  of  douhts  aiid  conjectures  as  to  what 
may  ])e  done  next.  'rhoUL,di  KuLjIand  may  not  (piite 
have  fulfilh'd  the  anticipation  of  that  restless,  ('.rl(/{',iiil^ 
dissatisfied,  and  not  over-wise  portion  of  her  citizens, 
which  may  he  desiLjnatcd  the  .John  I^ull  class  of  her 
snhjects,  she  occupies,  nevertheless,  a  most  imposing 
attitude  at  the  present  moment.  Thoroughly  roused, 
tlioroughly  in  earnest,  sti'aining  every  sinew  of  her  huge 
frame;  with  trade  and  finances  most  flourishing;  with 
a  navy  and  an  army  such  as,  perhaps,  she  never  had 
before;  what,  in  human  pr(»bability,  would  she  not  he 
able  to  accomplish  ?  It  will,  pcu-haps,  be  rather  difficult 
to  appease,  at  once,  the  excitement,  and  repress  the 
appetite  for  war,  concpiests,  and  glory  ;  but  she  will 
shew  her  greatness  and  self-denial  more  by  forbearing 
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than  1)}'  iu.tin<jj.  1  trust  most  ft-rvcMitly  tliat  if  Iiussiii 
is  rcully  in  earnest,  and  wishes  sincerely  tor  peace,  this 
jL^reat  )>lessin«4'  may  not  lie  h)st  liy  foolish  clamour,  j^'reedy 
amhition,  and  restless  dissatisfaction.  If  our  ])ride  has 
been  a  little  Innnhied,  we  shall  douhtless  be  benefitted 
by  it.  Our  overweening'  self-contidenco  often  l)ordered 
on  almost  insoh'nt  arroj^^ance.  We  have  hud  our  lesson; 
us  well  as  the  Czar  of  all  the  Kiissias. 

''Jdn.  24.— Last  ni^lit  we  liad  a  party  at  mess, 
eij^htecn  in  nundjer,  includin:;-  (ieneral  Harnard,  com- 
manding Second  Division,  and  formerly  chief  of  the 
staff,  and  General  Crawfurd,  commanding  the  Jirigado 
of  (iuards.  The  dinner  passed  off  admirably.  The 
Bill  of  Fare  was  us  follows:  — 

]JILL  OF  FAKE. 

Royal  EtH/inetrs'  3Iess,  Camp  near  Sehastopol,  Jan.  23,  1850. 


giblet  soup  pe.v  soup 

eoast  goose 

boar's  head  green  peas  haggis 

boiled  leg  of  mutton 

pork  cutlets  curry 

roast  loin  of  pork 

STEWED  sheep's   HEAD  GREEN   PEAS 

MINCED   BEEF   AND   HAM 
BEEF-STEAK   PIE 
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aitm:  I'li: 

•IF.M.Y  8TKWFI)   .VrPLES   AND    lUrr, 

vi:iiMicnLT,r  tuddixo 

UASI'IIKUKY   TAHT  ROLY-1'OLY    ITDniXO 

Al'PLE   I'UFFS  MACCAUONI    AM)   CIII:KSE  CUEUUY  TAUT 

Kin;    I'lDDINU 

'  (jreiieral  Crawriird  took  possession  of  a  copy  to  send 
hnuie  to  his  friends  in  Kni^dand  as  a  cnriosity,  and  a 
specimen  of  what  the  hardsiiips  of  the  Crimea  were. 
His  aide-de-camp  complimented  me  on  tlie  dinner,  and 
said  that  "our  mess"  beat  that  of  tlie  Grenadier  (Jnards 
hollow,  though  they  spared  no  expe-nse,  and  gave  their 
cook  12/.  a  mimth.  Our  cook  gets  7/.,  whieh  one  would 
think  ([uite  sufficient  for  an  ordinary  mortal.  He 
deserves  great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which,  notwith- 
standing drawbacks  and  deficiencies  (such  as  the  total 
absence  of  v^^^^^,  fresh  milk,  S:c.),  he  manages  to  put  a 
dinner  on  the  table. 

*  General  J3arnard  confirmed  all  the  reports  and  state- 
ments respecting  the  acceptance  by  Kussia  of  the  term.s 
offered  by  the  Allies.  It  is  generally  believed  in  the 
army  that  peace  is  all  but  certain.  I  trust  in  God  it 
may  prove  true.  It  appears  almost  like  a  dream  to 
think  that  the  great  contest  is  really  over,  and  that 
before  a  few  months  have  passed  we  may  find  ourselves 
at  home  again,  or  in  some  peaceful  colonial  garrison. 
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Supposing-  oven  that  tlip  tidings  are  fully  confirmed,  it 
will  take  some  months  befoi'e  this  large  army,  with  its 
thousands  of  nudes  imd  horses,  and  immense  accumu- 
lation   of  stores   and  materials,  can  be  removed.     The 
([uarter-master-general  of  the  army,  I  believe,  expressed 
his  opinion  that  six  months  would  be  required.     What 
joy  and  gladness  will  be  wafted  to  the  anxious  hearts  of 
friends  and  relatives  all  over  England  bv  these  great 
news  !     I  shall  be  truly  n  joiced  ;  and,  though  I  should 
feel   a  great  interest  in  a  campaign   in  the  field,  and 
besides  stand  chance  of  further  promotion  and  distinc- 
tion, I  cannot  for  a  moment  weigh  these  inducements 
with  the  horrors  and  miser)''  of  war.  I  have  been  bc^hind 
the  scenes,  and  seen  too  much  of  the  stern  reality,  to 
be  cautrht  bv  such  shadows.     I[ow  deli;>hted  I  shall  be 
to  feel    I    am    once   more   at  home!     I  have  had,   of 
course,  many  doubts  and  misgivings  as  to  the  chances  of 
my  ever  seeing  anyone  1  loved,  or  my  country  again.  I 
have  seen  so  much   of  death   in   every  shape,  that   I 
becran  to  look  on  mv  own  existence  as  hamxiug  by  the 
merest  thread,  which  any  accident,  or  apparent  accident, 
might  sever. 

'  Death  is  spoken  of  with  such  indifference  out  here, 
and  treated  necessarily  as  such  an  ordinary  every-day 
event  of  war,  that  one  loses  in  some  measure  the 
horror  one  feels  of  it  in  peaceful  times.  I  thought 
the  spectacle  of  a  battle-field  would  be  more  dreadful 
than  it  really  was.  I  have  found  the  sight  of  suffer- 
ing far  more  distressing  than  that  of  death,  and,  if 
anything,  more  melancholy. 
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'  It  is  very  natural  that  people  in  England  shoidd 
desire  a  more  brilliant  series  of  successes — sonic  of 
those  rapid  and  decisive  strokes  which  decide  the  fate 
of  empires,  and  end  a  campaign  and  war  at  the  same 
moment.  As  fiu'  as  we  have  gone  yet,  Iwnvever,  I  do 
not  think  En<dand  has  anv  u'reat  reason  to  be  (lis- 
contented  with  the  results  of  the  war.  We  commenced 
it  disorganised  and  unprepared.  We  have  assist(Ml 
materially,  in  the  short  space  of  two  years,  in  cri])pling 
our  great  adversary  and  bringing  him  to  our  feet.  In 
another  year,  should  the  war  unhappily  last,  we  may 
look  forw^ard  with  some  contidence  to  his  complete 
abasement  and  prostration.  What  more  could  we  wish, 
or  expect?  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  whole  of  this 
campaign  will  be  regarded  with  very  different  eyes  by 
the  next  generation. 

'Now  the  war  seems  virtually  over.  Peace  is  on 
everyone's  lips — and  though  the  militarv  glory  and 
prestige  of  England  might  possibly  be  increased  by 
another  campaign,  and  her  sensitive  spirit  of  honour 
satisfied — the  army  generally,  and  I  hope  the  majority 
of  thinking  men  in  England,  welcome  the  prospect 
of  a  cessation  of  hostilities  with  real  satisfaction.  The 
attitude  of  England,  too,  at  the  present  moiuent,  could 
not  well  be  more  dignified  and  im])osing  than  it  is.  Our 
OTeat  floating  batteries  have  not,  as  vet,  measured  their 
streno-th  ajjrainst  the  enemv.  We  had  two  of  them  out 
the  other  day,  and  then;  w'as  a  fine  opportunity  for  an 
experimental  trial  against  the,  as  yet,  scathless  walls  of 
Fort  Constuntine. 
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'Tlio  Russians  seem  always  to  be  on  the  qui  vive. 
They  watch  all  our  movements  with  jealous  vigilance, 
and  their  guns  and  mortars  continually  send  forth  their 
warning  notes,  reverberating  through  the  wild  ravines, 
and  even  shaking  the  huts  of  our  encampment.  We 
never  reply.  The  fire  does  us  little  damage,  and  does 
not  impede  our  operations.  The  docks  are  totally 
destroyed.  I  am  at  present  superintending  operations 
for  the  demolition  of  the  great  barracks.  They  are 
mined,  and  tlie  charges  would  be  ready  to  fire  in  two 
or  three  days  if  the  order  was  given  so  to  do  ;  but 
General  Codrington  is  averse  to  these  extreme  mea- 
sures ;  and  should  negotiations  take  a  favourable  turn, 
the  order  which  would  consign  several  ranges  and 
blocks  of  valuable  and  imposing  buildings  to  destruc- 
tion may  never  be  given.  Still  we  are  directed  to  have 
everything  prepared,  and  a  large  party  of  Sappers  and 
Infantry  are  daily  at  work.  I  am  afraid  that  it  would 
be  next  to  impossible  to  achieve  any  decisive  success 
aji'ainst  the  tremendous  lines  of  forts  and  batteries  held 
by  th(i  Russians  on  the  north  shore.  Every  hillock, 
almost  every  slope,  bristles  with  cannon.  The  gunners 
are  constantly  on  the  alert.  A  broad,  deep  harbour 
intervenes,  and  in  a  military  point  of  view  the  Russian 
position  on  the  harbour  is  unassailable.  Farther  on, 
along  the  line  of  the  jMackenzie  heights,  the  prospect 
cannot  be  said  to  be  better.  The  heights  themselves 
present  an  almost  insurmountable  obstacle.  They  can 
neither  be  assaulted  in  front  nor  turned.  They  can 
only  be  taken  in  reverse ;  and  this  cannot   be  done 
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unless  we  embark  our  army  and  land  again  at  Eupatoria, 
or  at  some  point  on  the  western  coast  of  the  Crimea. 

^  Fehruavy  1. — I  am  very  busily  occupied  just  at 
present.  I  have  been  ordered  to  prepare  a  project  for 
the  immediate  demolition  of  the  huae  white  Kussian 
]iarracks  in  Sebastopol  (which  figure  so  conspicuously 
in  every  view  of  the  city),  and  have  actually  already 
commenced  the  destruction  of  a  portion.  General 
Codrington  has  given  orders  for  tlie  southern  range  (the 
roof  and  woodwork  of  which  has  been  destroyed  b\' 
fire)  to  be  blown  u]) ;  and  I  have  had  permission  to 
make  a  variety  of  experiments  in  mining  and  blasting 
while  effecting  its  demolition,  and  have  had  I2,()(X)  lljs. 
of  gunpowder  and  120  Sappers  placed  at  my  disposal. 
The  southern  range  is  about  584  feet  in  length,  and 
exactly  corresponds  in  every  respect  with  the  northern. 
It  faces  the  interior  of  the  Kedan,  while  the  other  looks 
towards  the  harbour.  There  is  a  very  long  row  of 
building,  occupying  the  western  side  of  the  great  s(jiiare, 
which  is  also  to  be  included  in  my  project,  and  a 
number  of  small  buildings  and  ofifices,  already  more  or 
less  injured  in  the  centre.  To-day  I  blew  up  about  100 
feet  of  the  southern  building  by  blasting  and  miniuL;., 
using  only  100  lbs.  of  powder.  The  demolition  was 
complete,  not  one  stone  being  left  on  another. 

*I  feel  interested  in  the  work,  though  it  gives  me 
some  trouble,  and  necessitates  an  early  breakfast  and  a 
ride  to  Sebastopol  and  back  in  all  weathers.  I  send  in 
reports  almost  daily,  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding-in-chief,  who  takes  a  great  deal  of  interest 
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ill  ox|tl(tsio]is  and  demolitions,  and  was  very  re^^'ular  in 
liis  attendance  to  witness  the  destrnction  of  tlie  docks. 
It  appears  stran^-e  to  go  on  with  tliese  hostile  operations 
when  the  cry  of  peace  has  gone  forth,  but  I  ([iiite  ap- 
prove of  what  is  being  done  towards  such  a  treacherous 
enemy  fis  Russia. 

'The  Russians  the  other  night,  when  it  was  almost 
pitch  dark,  sent  five  or  six  boats  tow^ards  the  south 
shore.  These  were  perceived  (it  is  said  by  the  P'rench) 
and  fired  into.  The  Russians  replied  by  one  of  the 
most  terrific  cannonades  I  have  ever  seen  from  their 
whole  line  of  batteries  on  the  north  shore.  Our  troops 
in  Sebastopol  all  turned  out  luider  arms,  but  no  attempt 
was  made  to  land.  The  cannonade  was  maint.ained  for 
upwards  of  an  hour  with  the  greatest  fury.  Its  effect 
from  Cathcart's  Hill  was  very  fine ;  the  flashes  lit  np 
the  whole  horizon,  and  there  were  sometimes  five  or  six 
sliells  in  the  air  at  the  same  time.  I  have  not  seen 
such  a  fire,  except  at  the  great  bombardments  of  the 
siege,  and  even  then,  though  maintained  longer,  were 
scarcely  of  the  same  vehement  character.  The  shot 
and  shell  fell  all  over  the  towm,  but  did  very  little 
mischief.  Everyone  is  at  a  loss  to  account  for  this 
vindictive  and  useless  display  at  a  time  when  the  whole 
world  breathes  peace. 

'  I  was  nearly  all  to-day  in  Sebastopol,  and  between 
my  duties  there,  and  those  as  captain  of  a  company  and 
treasurer  and  caterer  of  the  mess,  had  not  a  minute  to 
myself  all  day  long.  We  are  waiting  very  anxiously 
for  news  of  peace  or  war :  suspense  is  most  paralysing. 
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*I  do  not  admit,  with  the  very  c;r'iijciiuf  Hriti.^h 
public,  that  the  English  army  has  not  done  its  share  iu 
the  campaign.  If  it  is  expected  that  4(),()()()  men 
should  do  as  much  as  lo(),()0(),  I  admit  it  has  not  been 
done;  but  if  even  much  more  than  a  fair  proportion  is 
demanded,  I  think  that  demand  is  satisfactorily  met. 
We  won  the  battles  of  Alma  and  Iidvermann,  or  bore 
nearly  the  wIkjIo  brunt  of  Ixjth  ;  and  last  winter,  with 
our  miserably  reduced  force,  in  spite  of  most  terrilic 
sufferings  and  wholesale  mortality,  we  held  and  main- 
tained a  very  extensive  and  exposed  position.  Our 
only  check  was  the  last  assault  on  the  l^edan — a 
positi(jn  which  tlie  British  public  would  pr(»bably  have 
carried,  but  which,  in  the  opinion  of  experienced 
military  men,  was  almost  unassailable.  It  socms  to  l)o 
entirely  forgotten,  also,  that  the  French  took  the 
]Malakhoff  entirely  by  surprise,  and  that  in  all  tluir 
other  attacks  by  open  force,  even  the  one  on  a  simpl-> 
curtain  near  the  Malakhoff,  thev  were  comnlctt  iv 
repulsed. 

*I  think  it  is  a  pity  that  such  luifounded  complaints 
should  be  made ;  though  everyone  concerned  should 
know  how  to  appreciate  the  disciinttitatiu;j  praise  or 
censure  of  John  Bull. 

*  The  other  day  the  French  blew  up  Fort  Nicholas 
with  about  l'2(),()i){)  lbs.  of  powder;  the  explosion  was 
magnificent,  and  the  demolition  most  comjilctc.  I 
witnessed  it  in  company  with  Cols.  Gordon,  I\ose,  &c., 
from  the  terrace  in  front  of  the  "  White  Buildings."' 
General  Froissart,  commanding  the  French  '•  Corps  de 
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Cienic,"  was  present  also,  and  I  was  intrncliiced  to  him, 
subsequently,  as  the  officer  cliarj^^ed  with  tlie  demolition 
of  the  l)arracks.  Ife  is  a  very  tine-hxtkin*;'  fellow  ;  he 
commanded  the  F'ench  Engineers  at  the  siege  of 
Eome. 

'  Our  weather,  though  varia})le,  is  mild  on  the  whole ; 
and  the  winter  here,  if  one  were  snug  in  a  house,  is  a 
great  deal  finer  than  tlie  general  winters  of  England. 

'I  have  now  two  subalterns  of  Engineers  employed 
under  me  ;  and  expect  that  preparations  will  shortly  be 
completed  for  the  destruction  of  the  whole  barracks, 
should  a  sudden  order  arrive  directinfj  us  to  do  so. 

'  I  think  the  war  may  be  considered  over  ;  the  desire 
for  peace  is  too  palpable,  and  too  clearly  shown  by  the 
French  and  Austrians,  to  be  mistaken.  Whatever  we 
raav  sav,  we  must  yield  in  some  measure.  I  onlv  trust 
that  the  great  vital  points  may  not  be  lost  sight  of ;  if 
they  are  gained  I  shall  be  glad  of  peace,  notwithstanding 
all  our  preparations  for  war — for  what  is  the  object  of 
war  but  to  establish  and  secure  peace  on  a  right  basis  ? 
Our  having  built  ships,  cast  guns,  and  called  out  soldiers, 
is  surely  not  a  sufficient  reason  for  deluging  the  world 
with  blood  !  Let  those  who  talk  loudest  come  out  and 
see  what  they  think  of  the  real  thing.  Still  I  want  no 
hollow  peace ;  and  I  almost  think  another  campaign 
might  obtain  every  residt  we  long  for,  and  perhaps  be 
of  great  advantage  to  Europe  a  hundred  years  hence. 
It  is  generally  thought  out  here  that  the  game  is  up. 

'  The  armistice  is  a  bad  thing ;  we  should  insist  most 
peremptorily  on  its  being  of  the  shortest  duration.     If 
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the  negotiations  fail,  there  is  little  d()\d)t  but  that  the 
re-establishment  of  our  prestige  in  Asia  by  the  reca})ture 
of  Kars  will  be  one  of  our  first  acts. 

*  The  country  is  wild,  beautiful,  and  interesting,  but 
the  climate,  I  fear,  not  over  healthy.  The  present  is  a 
most  anxious  crisis  for  ail  of  us.  What  a  nund)er  of 
fates  hang  on  a  thread  I 

*  Feb.  10. — Since  my  last  entry  I  have  been  en- 
gaged in  various  duties,  the  chief  being  tiie  demolition 
of  portions  of  the  White  Ihnldings  or  large  l\ussian 
barracks  in  Sebastopol,  and  I  have  madi'  a  variety  of 
experiments  in  blasting,  mining,  \Sic.,  all  of  which  have 
as  yet  succeeded  well  enough. 

'Feb.  1.). — On  ]\Ionday  I  again  returned  to  my 
labours  at  the  White  Buihlings  ;  had  an  explosion  in 
the  afternoon,  at  which  a  large  number  of  French  and 
spectators  were  present.  Tried  the  experiment  of  con- 
necting the  charges  by  powder  liose  under  ground; 
it  did  not  answer,  and  the  whole  explosion  was  a 
failure,  to  my  great  mortification. 

'  On  Tuesday,  however,  by  an  alteration  in  the 
arrangement,  I  blew  up  and  demolished  great  portion 
of  the  wall  experimented  on. 

*  Wednesday  I  spent  up  in  camp,  visiting  the  Land 
Transport  Corps,  and  giving  directions  for  the  formation 
of  a  fresh  watering-place. 

^  Feb.  22. — On  a  court-martial,  on  ^Monday,  Tues- 
day, and  Wednesday.  Have  been  several  tiuK-s  to 
Sebastopol.  The  operations  for  the  demolition  of  the 
White  Buildings  progress  rapidly.     The  northern  range 
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Jiiis  l)e('n  miiu'd  tlir()U,L,diout,  sluifts  having  ])een  sunk, 
or  cliamlxrs  formed  in  tlie  walls,  according  to  circum- 
stances, for  tiie  destruction  of  tiie  whole  building, 
vaults,  partition  walls,  ^:c. 

'  Wc  have  had  sevend  days  of  most  severe  frost, 
the  thermometer  at  head-([uart('rs  near  zero  in  the 
morning,  and  a  sharp  piercing  wind  from  the  north. 
To-day  it  is  <[uite  warm,  and  half  a  gale  of  wind  Mow- 
inr;  from  the  south,  makin<4  doors  creak  and  tents 
ilap. 

'  Our  news  from  England  are  that  the  Peace  Confer- 
ence will  assendde  about  the  end  of  the  mouth,  and 
that  tiie  armistice,  when  signed,  will  probably  extend  to 
March  31. 

'The  French  seem  very  sanguine  respecting  peace, 
and  it  is  even  rumoiu'cd  that  the  Emperors  of  Kussia 
and  Austria  will  jiay  a  visit  to  Paris,  when  the  negotia- 
tions have  terminated :  the  former  visit  I  should  think 
improl^able. 

'  On  Wednesday  last,  we  entertained  six  Serjeants  of 
Sappers  who  had  obtained  their  promotion  into  the 
Land  Transport  Corps.  My  old  colour-serjeant  Falkner 
was  one  of  the  party.  The  dinner  passed  off  very 
well,  and  the  "  cornets  "  seemed  to  enjoy  themselves. 
We  sang  a  pcntion  of  God  save  the  Queen,  as  a  wind  up 
— no  man  recollected  the  whole.' 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

THE   LAST   DEATir  IN   THE   CRIMEA. 

AN  February  28,  less  than  a  week  after  the  last  entry 
^  in  his  Journal,  the  accident  which  deprived  my 
brother  of  life  took  place. 

The  following  is  8ir  William  Codrington's  despatch 
to  Lord  Panmure,  giving  official  intelligence  of  his 
death : — 

'Sebastopol:  Feb.  29. 
*  My  Lord, 

'  I  regret  extremely  to  have  to  inform  your  Lord- 
ship of  the  death  of  Major  Eanken,  of  the  Koyal 
Engineers. 

'He  had  the  superintendence  of  the  operations 
necessary  for  the  destruction  of  the  large  White  Bar- 
racks, in  the  Karabelnaia,  where  part  of  the  mines 
were  fired  yesterday  afternoon,  but  several  of  them 
did  not  explode. 

*  Major  Ranken,  in  the  energetic  performance  of  his 
duty,  seems  to  have  proceeded  to  light  the  fuse  again 
in  several  places  where  the  connexion  had  failed.  It 
appears  the  powder  hose,  as  well  as  the  fuse,  ignited, 
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tlio  f'xplosion   took   pl.'icc,  and  ])uric(l  liini  umlcr  tlic 
ruins  of  part  of  tlio  wall. 

'  Kn('r<(('tic'  ctforts  were  made  at  once  to  discover 
th(i  body,  and  the  removal  of  tlic  ruins  ix'^an  and  con- 
tinued tlirou^^diout  tlie  ni^ljt.  Tiiis  niorninn'  the  l)ody 
was  found.  Deatli  must  have  been  immediate;  and 
thus  this  excellent  and  ^^allant  officer,  who  had  done 
j(ood  duty  in  the  sien^<>,  and  at  the  assault  of  the  Hedan, 
lost  liis  life  from  eagerness  to  complete  the  work  en- 
trusted to  him. 

*  I  luive,  S:c. 

'•  W.  J.  Co  I)  RING  TON, 


*  General  Commandin":. 


'  The  Lord  I'anraure,  &c.' 


Colonel  Gordon,  of  tlie  Royal  Engineers,  (now 
Colonel  Gordon,  C.B.,  Deputy  Adjutant-General,) 
wrote  on  the  same  day,  to  a  near  connexion  of  our 
family,  a  letter,  which,  by  his  kind  permission,  I 
insert : — 


Sir. 


■  Camp,  Sevastopol :  Feb.  29,  I80O. 


'  I  presume  that  a  telegraphic  communication  has 
reached  you  of  the  deatli  of  Major  Ranken,  Koyal 
Engineers.  I'his  very  sad  event  occurred  yesterday, 
the  28th  instant,  at  about  0  r.M. 

'  To  him  was  entrusted  the  demolition  of  the  larire 
Naval  J^arracks,  called  the  "  White  Buildings." 

*  At  about  half-past  4  P.M.  on  the  28th,  the  mines 
were  fired. 
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*  Severn)  of  tiie  mines  in  one  liuildiiiLT  liavinuf  missed 
fire,  Major  h'anken  made  IVesli  arram;'eiiienls  for  lirini;' 
them  -  lie  himself  takiiii;-  up  a  position  in  the  interior 
of  the  huildinn",  to  fire  one  set  of  mines. 

'  I  was  on  the  outside  of  the  huildiiiLT,  elose  to  him. 
With  a  li,L;ht  in  his  hand,  he  called  to  the  men  to  run 
away  as  last  as  possihle,  for  there  was  only  a  minute 
for  them  to  esea|te.  lie  stooped  down,  and  lii;hted  the 
train.  T  suj)posed  that  he  had  attached  to  Ihe  focus  of 
the  ]»ow(lei'  hoses  a  length  of  IJitd-cford's  fuse  of  ahout  a 
yard,  which  is  calculated  to  hum  for  ahout  a  minute, 
the  tim(!  he  allowed  himself  for  escape  out  of  the 
huildini,'. 

'  Ihit  no  sooner  liad  lie  applied  his  li.L,dit  than  (from 
wliat  cause  1  know  not)  1  saw  the  running  fire  and 
smoke  of  tin;  iijfnited  hose. 

'The  crasli  and  fall  of  the  walls  and  roof  followed 
almost  immediately.  Men  crept  wherever  they  could 
into  the  ruins  to  listc^n  for  sounds  of  life,  hut  alas! 
none  were  heard.  A  working  party  was  immediately 
put  on,  and  search  was  continued  hy  reliefs  of  men 
during  the  whole  night,  uutill  about  eight  o'clock  this 
m(»rning,  when  his  body  was  found.  His  death  must 
have  been  instantan(M»us. 

'This  very  melancholy  event,  coming  at  a  time 
when  we  were  all  so  well,  iuid  had  been  so  long  without, 
a  casualty,  has  cast  a  gloom  over  us  that  I  can  compan; 
to  no  other  but  that  which  followed  the  announcement 
of  poor  Leving's  death  in  Bulgaria.  As  then,  so  now, 
there  are  not  the  distractions  uf  war  to  withdraw  our 
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tlioiitrlits  from   ItnxMliii;^:  over  siicli  Ji  siuldon  and  awful 
IcsMon  <»f  tlic  miccitaiiity  <>f  hmnaii  life. 

'  l\aiik«'n  had  t'scapcd  tlic  perils  of  the  sic;^'*'.  On 
the  inciiioral)!*'  Hlh  of  Scptcinltt-r,  l»y  his  cool  coiiraj^c  and 
iutnpid  ztal,  hi;  won  a  name  for  himself  in  this  artny, 
!ind  on  that  day  too,  he,  hy  liis  ;^^allant  hearinij^,  eon- 
trihiited  to  raise  the  reputation  of  that  corps  whicli 
now  laments  over  the  untimely  death  of  one;  of  the  hest 
and  tho  bravest. 

*The  sorrow  that  is  felt  in  this  camj)  has  spread  far 
and  wide  to  other  camps,  for  he  was  j;reatly  esteemed, 
and  especially  in  his  own  (the  .'ird)  Division. 

*(i(!neral  Sir  William  Kyre,  commandinjj^  that 
Division,  and  many  officers  of  distinction,  will  attend 
the  funeral  to-morr(»w.  We  will  bury  him  side  by  side 
with  those  who  have  jj^one  ])efore  him.  The  burial 
place  is  on  the  left  ]>ank  of  the  ravine,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  is  Careeninnr  J^ay,  and  its  top  the  Windmill.  The 
spot  is  not  (|uite  400  yards  ])elow  the  mill,  and  a  little 
below  the  Enj^^ineers'  encampment,  Kight  Attack.  ]lis 
brother  otficers  would  have  erected  a  stone  to  his  memory, 
but  I  know  that  this  will  be  done  by  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  men  of  his  company ;  and  much  as 
we  desire  to  do  him  honour,  we  will  give  way  to  the 
men. 

*A  good,  a  kind,  and  a  just  officer  he  was,  and 
greatly  was  he  beloved  by  them.  Many  years  his  senior, 
I  cannot  boast  of  having  been  amongst  his  most  inti- 
mate friends ;  but  for  some  time  past  I  have  been  hi  s 
immediate  Commanding  Officer,  and  I  hope,  his  frien  d, 
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and  I  can  truly  say  fn»m  myself  and  all  my  bmtlur 
oniccrs,  tliat  he  left  bthind  him  a  naiinthat  will  h»n|^ 
ill-  rfmciidirrt'd,  and  will  ncvrr  be  mmtionctl  but  with 
honour. 

'  lie  had  i^MTat  att:i'iniu'ntj<,  ^rr:\\  znd,  and  \\r  was 
an  ofliccr  of  a|>pr(ivrd  ccuia}^*' ;  kind  nnd  chccitul,  he 
rndrarcd  liimsrH"  tn  all.  !\f!<|ji»|»(l  and  acbnirrd  for 
his  bcnivolciicf',  and  for  his  truly  Cliristian  conduct, 
his  brother  oihccrs  iiavc  a  lirni  hope  that  he  lias  been 
found  worthy  (d' the  heavenly  inheritance. 

'This  will  lighten  our  .ij^rief,  and  inay  (lod,  in  his 
mercy,  cause  it  to  brinij^  consolation  to  you,  and  to  all 
who  mourn  so  great  a  loss. 

'  Vours  very  truly, 

'.F.  \V.  (ioiinoN, 
'  Capt.  Koyal  Kn_L;in<'ers,  and  Colonel. 

'Liout.-Col.  Askwith,  U.A.' 

My  brother  was  buried  on  Sunday,  March  2.  A 
correspond<'nt  of  the  J)(tllf/  ^t cs  describes  his  funeral, 
and  the  oeneruus  sympathy  exiiibited  by  his  brother 
officers : — 

'Scbtistopol:  Ahirch  4. 

*  The  funeral  of  tlu;  late  ]\Iajor  Kankeii,  K'.K.,  was,  on 
account  of  the  weather,  postponed  from  Satui'day  to 
Sunday  afternoon  at  2  o'clock.  He  was  buried  at  the 
I\ight  Attack  burial-ground  of  the  Engineers,  near  the 
famous  mill.  Kound  this  piece  of  ground  a  stone  wall 
has  been  built,  and  within  the  enclosure  eleven  (itficers 
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of  Enj^-inocTS  aro  Iniricd,  viz.,  Colonel  Aloxaiidor ;  Cap- 
tains Crai<j;i(',  Kiipj;',  ('roftoii,  Jesse,  Dawson  ;  Lieuten- 
ants Murray,  I)ainl)ri(l^'e,  Lowry,  Carter,  and  Graves; 
besides  tliree  Artillery  officers,  viz.,  Ca])tain  (jlordon, 
and  Lieutenants  Miteliell  and  Luce.  A  tombstone  lias 
been  erected  to  tlu;  memory  of  Captain  Inj^lis,  K.E., 
who  was  drowned  in  the  Prliica  on  Novemljer  14, 
1854.  In  addition  io  tliese  officers,  all  the  Sapjiers 
who  were  killed  in  the  l\i;^-lit  Attack,  or  died  in  the 
Kij^lit  Attack  camp  u])  to  the  commencement  of  last 
Au^'ust,  have  been  likewise  buried  iiere,  and  a  very 
handsome  stone  monument  lias  been  phiced  by  their 
comrades  to  their  memorv.  At  the  funeral,  which  was 
one  of  the  larirest  in  the  Crimea,  most  of  the  officers 
f)llo\vin"»-  rode;  this  was  necessarv,  on  account  of  the 
distance  and  the  mud.  The  l)ody  was  carried  on  a  j^'un- 
carria<;(?,  preceded  by  a  firing"  party  of  the  Sa])pers,  and 
four  bands  of  tli(.'  .3rd  Division,  being  fillowed  by 
Colonel  (jordon  and  his  brother  officers.  Colonel  Llo3'd 
and  staff,  a  large  nund)er  of  Artillery  and  Infantry 
officers,  and  lastly,  by  his  (Jeneral,  Sir  AVilliam  Eyre, 
and  staff.  ]\[ajor  Ranken  was  attached  as  engineer  to 
the  .'ird  Division,  although  he  was  temporaril)' employed 
in  destroving  the  White  I'uildings,  where  he  met  his 
death  in  so  melancholy  a  manner.' 

Many  were  the  high  eulogiums  which  subsequently 
appeared  in  various  newspapers,  from  amongst  which 
I  select  the  following  from  the  Movnliui  Post  and 
the  Times : — 


-■* 


iidov ;  Cap- 
;  LieiiU'ii- 
1(1  G  ravt's : 
ill  (jiordoii, 
ibstone  has 
iL,dis,  K.E., 
oinbor  \4, 
10  Sappers 
i('(l  ill   the 

L'llt    of    I'lSt 

11(1  a  very 
1   by  their 

wliicli  was 
lie  offieers 
imt.  of  tlie 

oil  a  j^'iiii- 
)>p(rs,  Jiiid 
Ho  wed  by 
::>nel  Lloyd 
1  riifiiiitry 
liaui  Eyre, 
iii;iiieer  to 
'  employed 
e  met  his 

bserpiently 
gst  wliieli 
Post  and 


EATRACTS   FROM    NEWSPArERS. 


295 


The  Morning  Post. 

'  The  late  MAJOR  GEORGE  RANKEN,  R.E. 

'  Two  days  a<>T)  our  obituary  contained  this  notice — 
"On  the  2(Stli  ult.,  killed  at  Sebastopol,  by  an  accidental 
explosion,  .Major  (ieorg-e  Kanken,  Koyal  Engineers, 
aged  27,  deeply  lamented."  ]\Iajor  Kanken,  a  few 
months  ago,  volunteered  for  service  in  tlie  Crimea,  and 
had  tlie  good  fortune  to  escape  without  injury  from  the 
attack  upon  the  Kcdan,  in  which  he  led  the  party  en- 
trusted with  the  carrying  of  the  scaling-ladders.  When 
he  arrived  in  the  Crimea,  he  held  merely  the  rank  of 
]iieutenant,  but  having  succeeded  to  a  company  by  a 
death  vacancy,  his  gallant  conduct  in  leading  the 
storming  party  in  tlie  memorable  attack  which  we  hav(^ 
mentioned,  led  to  his  promotion  to  the  rank  of  Major 
"  for  distinguished  services  in  the  ticld."  The  honour 
wliicli  he  thus  nobly  won,  it  has  not  been  permitted 
him,  by  the  decrees  of  an  all-wise  Providence,  long  to 
enjoy.  His  death  will  be  lamented  by  the  distinguished 
corps  of  which  he  was  an  ornament — by  his  friends, 
who  can  only  be  sustained  under  their  unexpected  and 
melancholy  bereavement  l)y  the  knowledge,  that  every 
grace  which  elevates  and  dignities  the  Christian  charac- 
ter were  united  in  this  gallant  and  accomplished  gen- 
tleman. ^Nlajor  Kanken  served  for  several  years  in 
Canada,  and  when,  in  the  autumn  of  1854,  the  cholera 
broke   out   in  that  province,   at   his   own   expense   he 
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printed  and  circulated  the  instructions  that  had  been 
issued  by  the  Board  of  Health  in  this  country,  in  the 
hope  of  stayin<if  tlie  ravages  of  that  fearful  pestilence. 
In  no  place  more  than  in  Canada  will  his  loss  be  de- 
plored, where  his  virtues  and  his  amiability  will  long  be 
held  in  remembrance.  On  his  return  to  this  country 
he  was  detached  to  inspect  the  fortifications  in  Scot- 
land, but  not  desiring  to  enjoy  that  ease  to  which  his 
colonial  service  entitled  him,  he  volunteered  for  the 
Crimea,  where  he  arrived  in  time  to  participate  in  the 
glories  of  that  army  w'hich  he  loved  so  wvW,  and  to  find 
a  premature  grave.  He  took  a  lively  interest  in  all 
matters  connected  with  his  profession,  and  these  columns 
have  been  the  means  of  conveying  to  the  pul)lic  many 
valuable  suggestions  from  his  pen  calculated  to  promote 
the  efficiency  of  the  army.  He  has  met  a  soldier's 
death — not  by  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  but  by  an  un- 
foreseen and  melancholy  accident;  but  his  name  will 
long  be  affectionately  remembered  by  his  friends,  by 
his  companions  in  arms,  and,  we  would  fain  hope,  by  a 
grateful  country.' 


The  Times,  Friday,  March  21,  1856. 

'  It  is  with  the  sincerest  regret  that  I  record  the  death 
of  a  most  amiable  young  man  and  gallant  officer — 
Major  George  Ranken,  of  the  Koyal  Engineers,  who  was 
killed  in  the  zealous  discharge  of  his  duty  at  the  explosion 
of  the  White  Buildings  on  Tliursday  evening  last.  The  ac- 
cident occurred  at  the  south-western  corner  of  the  edifice, 
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and  has  been  related  to  me  as  follows  : — A  mine  havin'»* 
failed  to  explode,  and  some  minutes  having-  elapsed, 
Major  Eanken  sent  his  men  to  a  distance,  and  himself 
entered  the  place  to  renew  the  train,  scatterinj^  loose 
powder  over  it.  From  the  position  in  which  his  cor])se 
was  found,  it  is  supposed  that  he  had  completed  his 
perilous  task,  and  was  about  <:;ettinj^-  throujj^h  a  window, 
^sdlen  the  explosion  took  place,  and  the  building-  fell  in. 
His  arm  was  broken,  and  there  were  injuries  to  the 
skull  and  spine,  which  must  have  occasioned  instant 
death.  Army  Works  Corps  men  dug  for  his  ])ody  untill 
midnight  <»n  Thursday;  they  were  then  relieved  by  Sap- 
pers. The  body  was  not  extricated  untill  past  eight 
o'clock  on  Friday  morning.  The  unfortunate  officer  was 
buried  yesterday,  with  military  honours,  at  the  Engineers' 
Cemetery,  Right  Attack.  He  was  followed  to  the  grave 
by  General  Eyre,  commanding  the  Third  Division ;  by 
Colonel  Lloyd,  commanding  the  Koyal  Engineers,  and 
by  a  large  number  of  officers  of  his  own  corps  and  of 
other  arms.  ]\Iajor  Kanken,  as  yo»i  will  (loul)tless  re- 
member, commanded  the  ladder  party  in  the  attack  on 
the  Redan.  He  was  a  most  promising  officer,  a  great 
favourite  with  his  comrades,  and  his  loss  is  deplored 
by  all  who  knew  him.  It  was  hard  to  have  escaped 
the  murderous  fire  of  September  8,  only  to  die,  less 
than  six  months  later,  crushed  ben<'ath  a  shattered 
wall.  If  peace  be  now  definitely  made.  Major  Ivauk(>n 
will,  perhaps,  have  the  melancholy  distinction  of  being 
the  last  Englishman  killed  in  the  Crimea.  The  last 
Frenchman  killed  here,  up  to  this  date,  fell  in  a  duel. 
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Two  French  officers,  wlio  luul  gone  tliroiij^li  the  wliole 
war  unwounded,  ([uarreHcd  the  other  day  and  fought 
with  sabres;  one  was  kiUed,  and  the  other  was  so  badly 
Imrt  tliat  h(!  is  not  expected  to  live.' 


h.  f 


i 


Thes(!  extracts  will  suffice  to  show  the  depth  and 
universality  of  the  regret  and  grief  felt  by  those  ac- 
quainted with  his  no])le  character  and  actions,  and 
such,  with  very  numerous  private  letters,  bear  precious 
testinionv  to  his  wortli  and  good  deeds. 

The  coninienccmeut  <»f  the  Journals  (from  which  I 
have  extracted  most  of  what  is  contained  in  tliis 
volume)  diites  from  Fel)ruary  ISo.*].  Written  l)y  my 
l)rother  exclusively  for  his  own  inspection,  tliey  contain 
many  touching  reflections  on  the  existence  of  imperfec- 
tions in  his  disposition  (known  frerpiently  only  to  liim- 
self);  many  earnest  wishes  for  growth  in  grace;  many 
unselfish  projects  of  future  usefulness,  and  many  self- 
reproach(;s  on  account  of  neglected  opportunil  ies.  They 
exhil)it  the  workings  of  a  mind  singularly  devoid  of 
self-interested  motives,  full  of  humility,  generosity, 
sincerity,  and  truth.  I  shrink  from  dilating  in  any 
degree  on  matters  of  a  private  personal  character,  such 
as  are  many  which  with  a  most  sad  pleasure  I  have 
read,  and  which  in  my  opinion  should  never  be  made 
known  t)ut  to  most  dear  and  intimate  friends,  to  those 
who  in  life  were  especially  beloved  and  confided  in. 

'Without  any  departure  from  such  a  rule,  there  are, 
I  find,  some  observations  written  in  the  months  of 
February  and  April,  1855,  which  I  shall  insert  here,  as 
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j^iving  prol)ably  a  better  idea  of  my  l)rot]ier*s  cliaracter 
and  fcclino's  tlian  any  feebk'  de.s('ri[)ti(»n  of  n)y  own 
vvoidd  succeed  in  doinj^'.     Th(y  are  tliese — 

'}[<)W  <;rea<  are  tlie  liorrors  of  war,  and  wliat  an 
anomaly  and  ])aradox  it  is! — affording,'  an  outlet  for 
tbe  worst  and  most  degrading  passions  which  curse 
liuman  nature,  juid  at  tlie  same  time  for  tlie  display  of 
the  greatest  and  noblest  (pialities  which  dignify  and 
adorn  the  position  of  man  on  earth. 

SStill,  taking  it  all  in  all,  what  a  niighty  curse  it  is  1 
David  prefei-red  })estilence  to  war,  saying  that  he  would 
rather  fall  into  tlie  hands  of  God  than  into  the  hands  of 
man. 

'Those  who  fall  on  the  field  of  battle  are  perhaps  the 
happiest  of  war's  victims— happier,  one  would  almost 
think,  than  the  poor  wretches  who,  struck  down  or 
blighted  in  the  prime  of  youth,  drag  out  a  wretched 
existence  with  mutilated  bodies,  and  shattered  constitu- 
tions— hai)pier  far  than  those  loved  ones  who  mourn, 
and  will  not  be  comforted,  for  whom  the  future  is  a 
dismalblank,  through  which  tluy  may,  hy  the  grace  of 
God,  be  permitteil  to  see  the  cheering  star  of  religion, 
but  which  they  hail  only  as  the  presage  of  imuKjrtality, 
and  the  escapt;  from  the  burden  of  life. 

'What  is  my  own  position  now,  and  liow  is  it  affected 
by  the  war?  I  am  an  officer  in  the  army,  liable  to  be 
called  upon  at  any  time  to  expose  my  life,  and  devote 
all  the  energy  and  ability  I  possess  to  the  service  of  my 
country;  God  grant  that  I  may  do  so  readily  and  cheer- 
fully.    Still,  admitting  this  stern  necessity,  how  are  my 


: 


i\ 


\ 


■■' 


1  I 


300 


CANADA    AND   THE    CRIMEA. 


prospects  of  liappiness  affected  by  its  very  existence  ? 
[  can  scarcely  for  a  moment  feel  composed  or  tran([uil 
in  nnnd,  for  my  tlioiiglits  are  always  witli  the  army. 

'I  feel  it  would  be  almost  unworthy  to  enjoy  life  in 
the  midst  of  its  sufferings;  my  mind  would  l)e  rather 
([uieted  by  sharing  them,  great  and  appalling  though 
t hoy  be.  Then  what  are  the  chances  of  war?  What 
are  my  prospects  if  I  do  go  out  ?  Death,  mutilation, 
disease  ;  and  tlie  reward  for  all  or  any  of  these  a  fleet- 
ing glory,  and  the  sense  that  I  have  been  struck  down, 
or  sacrificed,  in  the  path  of  duty  or  honour. 

*  These  are  times  in  which  every  man  has  to  bear  his 
burden.  God  grant  that  Englishmen  may  so  bear 
theirs  as  to  shed  a  lustre  over  their  cotmtry,  and  to 
increase  the  respect  of  nations  for  right  and  justice. 

*The  question  which,  in  my  opinion,  we  should  all 
ask  ourselves  is,  "  What  good  cjin  I  do  in  this  world 
before  I  go  hence,  and  am  numbered  with  the  things 
that  were  ?  "  What  I  wish  is  to  be  filled  with  a  fii  j 
enthusiasm,  an  onward  pressing  feeling  which  will  bear 
me  up  and  carry  me  through  difficulties,  danger,  and 
opposition — an  enthusiasm  for  whatever  is  right,  noble, 
lovely,  and  of  good  report.  I  should  wisli  to  be  filled 
to  overflowing  with  an  intense  sympathy  for  all  that  is 
suffering,  oppressed,  bowed  do^vn,  isolated,  stricken,  and 
comfortless ;  a  yearning  and  a  longing  to  bind  up  the 
wounds  of  the  broken  hearted — to  pour  comfort  into 
the  breast  of  the  comfortless — to  remove  the  heavy  bvir- 
tlien  from  the  shoulders  of  those  who  strive  honestly 
and  nobly — to  whisper  encoui'agemeut  into  the  ji*  .it 
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that  desponds.  And  I  should  wisli  no  less  to  drink  in 
and.  enjoy  to  the  uttermost  the  beauty  of  all  things  in 
nature  and  in  art — to  read  their  meanings,  and  to  com- 
prehend tlie  eloquence  of  their  silent  hmguage — to 
possess  a.  soul  unfettered  and  uncramped,  free  to  think, 
feel,  and  love ;  to  feel  that  I  had  a  spirit  within  me 
fresh  as  it  were  from  the  hand  of  the  Great  Creator.  I 
should  wish,  too,  for  the  greatmjss  of  mind  which  would 
recognise  merit  wherever  I  met  with  it,  and  do  all 
honour  to  it  even  when  it  might  be  despised  by  all  else. 
I  should  w^ish  also,  if  it  were  possible,  to  pass  througli 
life  without  sneering  at,  or  ridiculing  anything,  or  to 
ridicule  only  in  the  sense  of  wholesome  sarcasm  or 
pleasant  banter. 

*  There  appears  to  rae  to  bo  a  dreadful,  stiff,  stereo- 
typed monotony  among  men ;  somehow  or  other  they 
never  iud)urthen  themselves  to  one  another  freely  and 
fully.  There  is  always  an  inner  consciousness  which 
but  too  frequently  belies  the  outward  word  and  action ; 
there  is  a  want  of  sympathy  between  soul  and  soul. 
For  instance,  people  talk  of  what  they  neither  think, 
feel,  nor  care  about,  except  perhaps  transiently,  and 
each  knows  that  the  other  mind  is  occupied  with 
thoughts  at  variance  with  the  common-places,  the  fri- 
volities, or  the  measured  formalities  which  lie  or  she 
may  be  uttering.  This  of  course  is  not  always  so,  but  it 
occurs  too  often,  and  tends  to  kill,  strangle,  and  sup- 
press much  that  is  good,  noble,  and  true  in  us.  Bulwer 
says,  and  I  fear  too  justly,  that  the  souls  of  few  are 
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known  even  lo  their  most  intinmtc  friends — that  if  a 
man  tried  to  express  what  was  in  liim,  and  to  awaken 
sympatliy  for  his  thongiits  and  feelings  even  in  tlie 
breasts  of  those  wlio  h)ved  him  most,  he  w^ouhl  l)e  mis- 
undersiood  and  considered  tedions;  lie  would  fail  to  ob- 
tain "vkiiat  he  son_i;'ht,  and  slnink  back  into  liimself  ai^'ain. 

*  How  strange  tliis  is  !  It  seems  as  though  th(>  soul 
could  hold  intimate  communion  with  none  but  (rod 
alone.  God  has  that  insight  into  us  which  man  cannot 
have,  and  God  loves  us  all  with  an  infinite  love,  and 
sympathises  with  us  with  an  infinite  sympathy.  If  we 
cannot — and  we  certainly  cannot— meet  with  what  we 
seek  for  from  men,  we  draw  nearer  to  God,  and  give 
Him  our  wdiole  heart  with  all  its  imperfections,  and  its 
unanalysed  chaos  of  thought  and  feeling.' 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1855,  I  find  the  fol- 
lowing, on  the  position  of  many  unmarried  women  in 
England : — 

*  Though  women  see^n  to  live  at  ease,  theirs  is  too 
often  a  life  of  very  painful  dependence.  We  do  not 
suificiently  appi'eciate  the  merit  of  many  of  them  in 
keeping  "  the  straight  path,"  when  they  yearn  for  sym- 
pathy, and  meet  with  nothing  but  indifference  and 
contempt  from  the  hard,  cold,  selfish,  world.  Religion 
can  be  their  only  consolation  under  all  these  evils,  and 
happily  a  woman's  mind  is  so  constituted  that  she  turns 
to  religion  more  naturally  and  readily  than  a  man.  She 
accepts  its  doctrines  wdth  simplicity,  and  unquestioning 
confidence.  It  never  occurs  to  her  to  argue  the 
matter.     She  finds  that  wdiich  fills  her  wounded  spirit 
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to  overflowing — perfect  love,  perfect  sympathy,  perfect 
goodness.  Slie  asks  no  more.  Wliat  a  blessing  religion 
proves  when  thus  received  I 

'A  man's  pride  and  self-sufficien<'y ;  the  impurity  of 
his  mind,  pro(hiced  l>y  tlie  rougli  jostling  with  im- 
purity and  crinui  he  is  exposed  to  in  his  progress  through 
life;  his  natural  desire  for  reasons  and  proofs  of  wliat 
lie  hears;  his  distrust  of  other  men,  fn>in  his  painful 
experience  of  the  internal  governing  principle  of  intense 
seltishuess  whicii  actuates  them  in  their  every-day 
dealings  with  one  anotlier,  all  condiine  to  form  harriers 
in  IlIs  nnnd  against  the  holy  liglit  and  blessed  influence 
of  religion.' 

In  the  same  year  he  wrote  thus  to  a  friend  in  Canada, 
sufifiiestinii"  the  enrolment  of  a  Ih'itisli  American  leuion 
to  assist  their  countrymen  in  the  East.  Some  o.  his 
remarks  are  singularly  appropriate  just  now: — 

*  I  hope  that  Canada  will  raise  three  or  four  Provincial 
regiments,  and  put  herself  in  a  position  to  bid  defiance 
to  Yankee  filibustering.  She  wouhl  feel  her  own  self- 
respect  increased  by  being  self-dependent  and  self- 
reliant,  and  her  people  woidd  be  prouder  of  her  and 
be  more  pleased  to  be  called  her  citizens.  Canada  has 
given  so  many  proofs  of  her  loyalty  and  attachment  to 
the  British  Crown,  that  it  is  unfair  to  her  to  su[)pose 
that  she  would  be  unw^illing  to  make  sonu;  sacrifice  at 
the  present  crisis,  and  that  she  wf»ul(l  not  rejoice  to  aid 
the  gallant  old  mother  country  in  the  hour  of  need. 
But  any  movement  on  her  part  towards  sending  us  tlie 
slightest  assistance  in  the  shape  of  men  would  be  hailed 
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with  the  utmost  cntlmsiasin  in  En«;l!m(l ;  would  dcinon- 
strato  oven  more  proudly  thiiu  her  ]>rin('ely  {^encntsity,  as 
shown  in  tlie  orant  of  2(),()()()/.  to  the  Patriotic  Fund, 
the  loyalty  of  tin;  Province,  and  would  serve  to  knit 
still  more  closely  the  bonds  which  unite  true  English 
hands  and  hearts  throujjfhout  the  whoh;  worhl 

'Canada,  in  my  opinion,  ]>romises  to  be  one  of  the 
greatest  nations  cm  the  earth.  The  heterooeneous  ma- 
terials which  compose  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  are  liable  every  moment  to  dislocation;  the 
Union  is  dividisd  by  contending  factions,  which.  Hydra 
like,  start  into  existenci;  and  power  on  the  ruins  of 
their  precursors.  VTivM  a  powerful  body  the  "  Know 
Nothings"  have  becom(> !  and  what  a  baneful  influence 
they  exercise  over  the  acts  both  of  the  government  and 
the  country!  They  have  already  driven  many  excellent 
citizens  to  re-emigrate  and  to  return  to  their  native 
land.  In  Canada  none  of  these  evils  exist.  The 
government  is  paternal,  and  fosters  and  cherishes  all 
classes  alike ;  such,  at  least,  is  its  spirit  and  such  are 
its  principles,  though  it  may,  and  does  sometimes,  deviate 
from  them  in  action ;  but  never  to  an  extent  which 
might  cause  anarchy,  or  be  productive  of  evil  to  the 
country  at  large.  The  only  fault  of  Canada  is  that  she 
scarcely  appreciates  as  she  should  her  great  advantages 
and  her  noble  future.' 
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APPENDIX. 


rrillE  following   Letters,    whidi 


arc    aiuojig    my   Vjrotlicr'^ 


many  (•ommuincatu.ns  to  the  I'nss,  l.oth  in  Canada  and 
England  (generally  under  the  signature  of  Delta),  treat  of 
subjects  of  so  nuieh  public  interest  that  I  ueed  no  c'xeuse  for 


uisertirig  them. 


*  To  the  Editor  of  The  Quebec  Movniny  Chronicle. 

*  KMIGIiAXTS. 

'Sir, 

'  It  strikes  rae  as  a  somewhat  peculiar  circumstance 

that  there  should  ])e  no  society  in  Quebec  for  tJie  s|,ecifie  ])ui'- 

pose  of  affording  relief  to  distressed  enugrauts  on  their  arrival' 

m  this  country.     The  amount  of  misery  and  destitution  whieh 

passes  annually  through  this  city  is  enormous.     It  surely  lias 

u  claim  on  our  sympathies  and   ou  our   assistance,  and    w,- 

cannot  relieve  ourselves  entirely  of  the  responsibility  of  aflbrd- 

mg  such  ^'help  in  time  of  need,"  because  those  who  require 

It  do  not  come  to  settle  liere.     it  is  sulJicient  for  us  that  thev 

are  ignorant  and  want  counsel,  that  they  are  destitut<.^  and  in 

suffering,  and  want  sympathy  and  assistance.    I  luive  authority 

for  stating  that  there  is  great  misery  and  most  severe  distress 

prevailing  among   many   cf   the   poor   emigrants   who   pass 
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tliidiipli  tliis  city.  Wli.'it  (li-ovc  them  iVfun  tlicir  own  dt  .ir 
ii.itivi-  land  l)Ut  misciy  *>y  liiiiiiiic  stnriii;^''  tln'iii  ;j-auiitly  in  tliu 
liii'i' .'  Tlicy  conic  out  many  of  tlicin  in  alniont  nttcr  ifrnoranct! 
of  I  lid  country  (I  will  not  say  this  is  invariably  tlic  case,  l)Ut  ir 
is  often  so).  Tlicy  iinajiinc  it  a  land  ofhoiu'and  promise,  and 
tiny  build  <r()ld<'n  dreams  of  fiitiu'e  hu(!ccss  and  prosperity,  and 
ilioULfh  tlicy  aw  not  wholly  nnstaken,  thiy  little  know  the 
ditliculticH  tliat  are  l»efore  them,  or  the  labours  and  trials  tiny 
must  underjjfo  Ix-lbre  their  hopes  are  realised.  Those  who 
t'lniirrate,  too,  arc  often  burthened  with  larp'  linnilies;  there 
ari'  few  in  this  city  who  liuvc  not  hcen  them  collectc(l  in  ;j'roups 
on  the  wharves  ju'cvious  to  tlieir  end>arkation  on  the  steamer 
which  is  to  tako  them  the  first  staire  of  the  jourmy,  oi'  Imddled 
toy;etlier  near  lier  bows  more  like  pi<:s  or  slieep  than  Innnan 
being's.  Tlie  s[)ectacle  is  suridy  both  an  interesting  and  allectin^-- 
one.  It  18  u  living  reproach  to  us,  to  a  large  conniuuiity  of  Chris- 
tian.s — many  speaking  the  same  language  and  coming  from  the 
same  land — that  this  distress  shoulil  ]tass  l)y  comparatively  un- 
noticed and  unheeded.  We  should  always  recollect  that  a  little 
assistance,  at  the  outset  of  a  man's  career,  is  often  intinitely 
moi'c  valuable  than  great  assistance  at  a  subseipu'Ut  period. 

'The  unrelieved  misery  which  exists  under  their  very 
(Mt's  is  a  great  and  terrible  I'cproach  to  those  who  live  at  case 
and  indili'erent  to  the  lot  of  others,  and  it  will  rise  hereafter 
!is  a  terrible  witness  against  many  a  man  and  woman. 

•  Nearly  all  the  crime  and  misery  Avhich  exists  amocig  the 
poorer  classes  of  mankind  exists  from  Avant  of  symi)athy,  from 
the  indilFercnce  of  those  who,  receiving  their  being  from 
the  same  (lod,  ap})ropriate  with  heartless  selfishness  the  bles- 
sings which  accompany  it  to  themselves,  and  close  their  hearts 
against  the  wants  and  suffering  which  keep  from  companion- 
shij)  with  the  existence  of  their  miserable  brethren.  How 
much  might  all  of  us  do  !  How  little  do  any  of  us  perform  ! 
and  yet  oiu*  duty  to  our  neighbour  is  to  love  liim  as  ourselves. 
We  may  remember,  not  inappropriately,  that  the  charitable 
ottices  of  the  good  Samaritan.  Avere  performed  to  a  traveller. 
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*I   think   till    "jueHtion   ha><   oidy  to   he   tliirly  stated   tn  Ik; 

agreed  to,  and  iieted  on,     'I'here  are  few  I  Iitlieve  ill  this  city 

who    would    n"t  eontribiite   towards   so  good   a   work.     Tlie 

whole  winter  ih  \ielori'  them,  the  seasmi  of  charity,  love,  and 

good-will   towards  men.      Let   them   avail    ilicmsclvc-<,   wlnn 

spring  returns,  to  welcmn  •,  cheer,  and  assist  some  t>|'  the  ] r 

outcasts  and  exiles  wiioiu  necessity  has   driven   t(»   a  .strange 

land. 

'  1  remain  iVe.' 

*  To  the  Kditi))'  of  The  (luvhec  Moniin;/  Cliroiiii'h'. 

'Would  you  jieniiit   me  through  the  luediiini  of  yur 
coliunns  to  oiler  the  tliUowing  suggestion   to  the  consideration 
of  your  readers  with  respect  to  |>rovision  llir  the  recejitioii  and 
relief  of  sick   or  destitute  emigrants.       The   presence  ot"  this 
class  ill  tlu!  crowded,  hot,  and  dirty  streets  of  the  lower  town, 
at  this  season  of  the  year,  is  justly  regarded  as  most  olijecijoii- 
able  in  every  way  ;  and  yet  the  rpiestioii  naturally  occurs,  what 
is  to  beeomi'  ot'  the  jioor  creatures  !     'i'hey  nuist  go  somewhere. 
They  are  possibly  too  unwell,  or  too  weak,  to  eontiniie  tlieir 
journey  immediately;   they  Avant  tliod,   rest,  or  money;   l)Ut 
they  find  no  door  open  to  them  but  those  of  low  beer-shops,  or 
dirty   stilling  dwellings,    where  it  is  marvellous  that    human 
beings  contrive  to  live  at  all.     1  avouM  venture  to  siigLi-est  that 
a  great    relief  would  l)e  all'orded  to  the  city,  and  the  ends  of 
humanity  eifectively  ])  omoteih  by  the;  establishment  o''  one, 
or  more,  large  emigrant  hulks  for  the  reception  ol'all  einlL'-rants 
who  it  might  be  clearly  •..scertaiiied  were  incapable  of  continu- 
ing their  journey.      These  reception  ships  might  lie  (uider  the 
control  of  (lovernment,  or  of  a  private;  society  sujiported  Ijy 
voluntary   contril)ution.      However,   it    wo^ild  be  clearly  the 
duty  of  Government,  with  the  large  surplus  fund  at  tlieir  dis- 
posal, to  assist  and  support  to  the  uttermost  any  private  enter- 
prise midertaken  for  so  laudable  an  object.     I  merely  throw 
out  this  suggcslion  for  considiM-ation,  as  its  practicability  and 
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julvantagcs  nj)i»('ar  oln'ious ;  and  t]K)Ugh  sclionics,  in  cvcrv 
ruspcct  ])r('l'ii'al)l(',  may  pi'escnt  thcnisclvcs  to  others,  yet  I 
believe  tliat  it  is  (U'sii-ahle  tliat  suggestions  Avliicli  ap])ear  prac- 
tica])l(,'  sliould  l)e  niaile  tlio  oliject  of  discussion  and  coin[)ari- 
Ron,  and  it  is  witli  tliis  conviction  tliat  I  liave  addi'essed 
myseli' to  the  public  tln-ough  the  niediuni  of  your  columns. 

'  I  urn,  8ii!, 

'  Your  obedient  servant, 

'  Dklta. 
'Qiicbce:  July  12,  1S54.' 


'  To  the  Editor  of  The  Morninrj  Post. 


'the  WAi;  AXI>  THE  AI'.MY. 


*  Sin, 


'At  a  crisis  like  the  present  it  behoves  everyone  to 
assist  Ids  country  io  the  utmost  of  his  poAver,  and  to  end)race 
any  ojiportunity  that  may  present  itself  of  rendering  it  a 
service.  Though  fdling  a  subordinate  position  in  the  service, 
I  Avoidd  venture,  with  all  deference  to  siperior  judgement,  to 
oiYvY  a  lew  suiiGjestiiins  as  to  the  course  which  I  consider 
might  be  advantageously  pursued  by  Government  and  by  the 
military  authorities  in  the  ])resent  emergency. 

'  Tt  is  our  objt'ct,  at  the  o])eningof  the  campaign  on  a  grand 
scab'  in  the  ensuing  s])ring,  to  have  a  large,  well-e(pu]ipe<l, 
Avell -organised  army  in  the  field,  which  sliall  supjtort  our 
claim,  not  oidy  to  sui)er-enunent  braA'ery,  l)ut  to  super- 
eminent  intellitrenc(>.  "We  have  no  desire  to  blush  anain,  and 
to  mourn  again,  over  sucli  a  scries  of  fatal  errors  as  have 
marked  owv  progress  hitherto  l)eforc  the  walls  of  Sebastopol. 
"We  wish  to  retrieve  our  character,  to  rectify  and  remedy 
what  is  amiss,  and  to  guard  against  the  repetition  of  .similar 
calamities.  AVc  desire  to  bring  into  the  field  an  army  which 
in  every  respect  may  worthily  represent  the  nation.  Let  us 
see  how  this  is  to  be  done. 
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*  WlieiH^  do  we  in  the  lii-st  instance  turn  to?  Naturally  ■•"■' 
(he  youth  of  our  own  countrv.  The  military  spirit  iA'  the 
jieojilc  !i;is  l)('(']i  a])pcal(;d  to,  and  this  ajijiral  has  mot  with  a 
liearty,  though  pei'ha])s  not  unanimous,  ri'sponsc.  Wo  should 
/irst  consider  liow  this  spirit,  wliich  is  at  tlic  pi'cscnt  crisis  the 
mainstay  ol"  tlu;  countiy,  may  he  host  pi-oniotod  and  i-ncou- 
ragcd.  I^attcrly  tlie  condition  ol"  tlic  soldier,  and  the  tciins 
ot"  enlistment  into  the  arinv,  have  lu'cii  nim'h  amclioralod.  A 
prospect  has  l)een  opeiu'd  to  every  man  in  the  ranks  ot' pro- 
motion and  distinction,  of  the  iminediate  recognition  iA'  dis- 
tinguished gallantry  or  merit,  of  hoiioiiralile  i-ewai'ds  llir 
wounds  received  in  the  ser\  ice  of  the  country,  and  tlu'  con- 
solation allorded  to  those  \\]\n  havi'  formed  domestie  ties,  that 
tlieir  wives  and  little  ones,  in  tlic  event  of  lle'ii-  death,  he- 
come  the  especial  olijects  of  the  solieituile  of  their  country. 
t'^o  l:u',  so  good.  Xow,  Sir,  I  would  venture  to  suggest  a 
still  i'urther  encouragement,  and  one  which  is,  in  my  opinion, 
both  just  and  judicious — /  u-mihl  (hinbli',  the  paij  of  <ili 
soldiers  eiigd'jed  on  actice  scrcicc  in  tin: jichl.  Kveii  witi;  this 
iirrangemeiit,  at  the  present  high  rate  of  wages  and  demand 
for  labour,  the  remuneration  would  be  veiy  small  compared 
with  the  hardsliips  undergone  and  the  dangers  bi-aved  ;  Imt  a 
very  great  encouragement  would  be  atlorded  to  men  to  volun- 
teer from  the  militia. 

'  Next,  having  considered  the  metlioij  of  obtaining  men,  I 
sliall  procee<l  to  my  second  point — tJuir  trainiii'i.  \\\-  may 
accunudate  a  large  mass  ot'  raw  mad-rial  of  all  kin..s  in  this 
C(^)untry.  From  the  untrained  general  of  division  to  the  raw 
recruit,  who  does  not  know  his  right  hand  I'roiu  his  left,  and 
all  we  may  thus  colh'ct,  without  subje'cting  it  to  the  in<nni~ 
factuvinij  process,  Avill  be  comparatively  worthless.  TIk;  army 
sensibly  felt  the  value  of  the  military  tiaining  at  Chooliam. 
Many  of  our  generals  and  colonels  had  nevei'  >vv\\  so  large  a. 
number  ol'  men  manaiivred  tog(.'tlier,  and  conl'esscd  that 
liefore  "("hobham"  they  knew  lillle  of  war  or  militaiy 
movements  on  a  large  scale.    J  low,  i)i  fict,  could  tluy  .'    Such 
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kriowlcidifc  docs  not  come  intuit ivcl v.  Let  ns,  now  avo  arc 
actually  cuprapfcd  in  a.  Avar  Avith  one  of  tlu;  greatest  powers  in 
the  woi-ld,  form  at  once  st'vei'al  great  camps  for  the  training 
of  our  oflicers  and  nuMi.  T  Avould  estaljjish  three  camps — one 
in  the  south  of  England,  one  in  the  north  (Avhere  the  Scotch 
recruits  might  he  ti-ained',  and  one  in  Ireland. 

'  DnrinLf  the  Avinter  nK)nths  the  men  nuirht  Ha'c  in  Avoodcn 
houses  ,^/ii//i>ir  to  those  Avhich  have  lieen  sent  to  the  Crimea, 
or  /mire  connnodious.     Each  camp  should  he  commanded  by 
a  general  oilicer,  Avho  shoidd  live  Avith  his  statFoii  the  ground, 
and  take  every  opportunity  of  exercising  it  in  its  various  and 
important  duties.     Military  sketches  and  reports  of  the  sur- 
rounding districts,  &c.,  shoidd  he  continually  demanded,  and 
everything  conducted  as  if  the  army  Avere  in  tlie  presence  of 
the   enemy.     Kach  camp  should    have    its    Avagon-train    and 
connnissariat  stail",  and  supplies  should  he  regularly  hrought 
in  l»y  the  wagons  helonging  to  the  army.     The  men  should 
be  continually   exercised,  and  shoidd    be  brcjught  into  high 
physical    c(»ndition.     (We   S(>em    to   forget   in   our   treatment 
of  our  soldiers   that  the  Iioman  AVord   for  an  army  signifies 
"exercise,"  and  that,  in  times  of  jjeace,  the  fatigues  fheyAvent 
through,  and  the  Aveapons  they  Avere  instrui'ted  to  U!^^'^  called 
for   nmch   greater   exertions   than  Avere  usually  necessary  in 
ordinary  campaigns.     We  shut  oiu-  men  u])  in  barracks,  and 
give    them    a   short    march   once    a-Aveek!)     The  men,  after 
going    through  their  ordinary  drill,    aller    Ijcing   tlioroughly 
instructed    and    initiated    into    camp    duties,  should   Ije  ma- 
noeuvred in  masses  and  taught  to  act  in  large  liodies  ;   they 
should  be  instructed  hoAV  to  defend  themselves,  hoAv  to  throAV 
up   entrenchments,    to  make    gabions,   fascines,    &c.,    and   in 
every  descri])tion  of  duty  they  are   likely  to  be  called  on  to 
l)erform  in  active  service.     (I  may  mention  as  a  sidjordinatc 
])art  of  this  plan,  that  the  men  should  be  taught  hoAV  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  resources  of  a  country,  Iioav  to  cook,  make 
soups,  i^'c,  all  things  in  A\diich  they  are  lamentably  deticient 
to  the  French,  and  all  highly  important  as  fiir  as  they  go.) 
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'To  form  an  adt'(|nate  army  ot"  rcsorvc  in  this  conntrv,  the 
force  distribntcd  in  tlu' throe  camps  should  not.  in  niv  li'iiidMe 
opinion,  be  less  than  1  .")<).()( Ml.  AVe  may,  however,  more 
Si'ifely  assnme  half  this  nnmber  as  the  more  ]irobable.  Ii' 
we  take  this  important  step  at  once  Ave  sliall,  belon>  the  cam- 
paign has  well  commenc<'d,  i.e.,  before  A])ril,  it  is  to  be  ho]ie(1, 
have  an  efhcient  reserve  corps  to  draAV  on  for  the  snp]>iy  ot'niir 
army  in  the  field.  This  is  one  of  the  modes  Avhich  have  siil'- 
a'csted  themselves  to  me  of  I'eestablishinir  fmr  military  ascei;- 
dancy.  There  is  another  which  I  shall  procee(l  to  mention  — 
it  is.  in  my  ojtinion,  ot"  great  importance,  and  it  is  also  one 
which  demands  prom])t  and  vigorons  action.  We  ajipear  to 
liave  forgotten  that  we  have  immense  military  resourci/s  in 
India,  and  that  these  I'csonrces  are  availalile  to  a  great  exti-i^t 
without  weakening  onr  ascendancy  in  that  great  country.  I 
am  assured  l)y  ollicers  of  ex])ei'ience  from  Imlia.  that  ihei'eare 
iiicilities  On"  recruiting  to  any  extent  in  many  districts.  If.  there- 
fore, the  East  India  Conijumy  assisted  iIk'  ('i-own  by  transll'i- 
rinor,  let  ns  say,  oO.OOO  or  10. 000  men  best  suited  fi>r  the  war 
Avo  are  eiigage(l  in,  and  thoroughly  ti'ained  to  service  in  the 
field,  it  conkl  in  a  lew  mouths  dhtain  recruits  in  India  to 
snp])ly  their  ])laces.  Win-  do  Ave  not.  then,  ferin  an  Indian 
Division  in  our  Eastern  army,  oillcered  Iiy  exi)erienced  men. 
inured  to  a  hot  climate,  and  accustomed  to  the  hardsliips  and 
dilliculticts  of  Avar  :  If  ve  availed  ourselves  li'eelv  and  f'nllv  ci' 
the  magnificent  means  of  transjiort  Avhieli  exists  betAveen  this 
country  and  India,  Ave  miLdit  bet'ore  ^NfaA' accumulate  a  j-esiiee- 
table  ibrce  at  Galli])oli  or  Constantinople,  ;iiid,  by  the  end  it 
Jmie  have  at  least  10,000  or  15,000  men  from  India,  a\ailable 
for  active  o]ierations.  AN  e  liave  only  to  turn  to  our  colonies, 
to  find  a  spirit  of  })atriotism  as  gloAving  and  devoted  as  that 
Avhich  fills  tlie  mother  country.  In  Canada  especially,  tlu' 
most  ardent  Avish  has  been  expressed  to  toi-m  a  division  l!>r  the 
assistance  of  England,  and  her  citizens  liurn  f 'i-  the  honour  ol 
fighting,  side  by  sidi',  Avitli  the  soldiers  of  Alma  and  Inke;-- 
mann.     "We  sliould  not  let  enthusiasm  like  this  die  a  natural 
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(lentil.  In  Canndu  tlun-o  arc  sovcral  ofTicers  of  great  experience 
Avlin  liavo  come  i()rwarcl  to  assist  their  country  Avitli  heart  and 
head,  ihiirland  should  not  ncfrleet  such  sources  of  strenpfth. 
By  establishing  a  generous  ciuulation,  hy  a  judicious  distribu- 
tion of  rewards,  l)y  a  ready  recognition  of  services  performed, 
she  may  liui  the  military  and  patriotic  spirit  which  now  glows 
in  th(i  breasts  of  her  sons  into  a  fire,  wliich  will  ])e  inextin- 
guishable as  long  as  there  isn.aterial  ibr  it  to  consume. 

'  It  is  with  tlie  ho[)e  that  these  remarks  may  attract  some 
notice,  and  may  be  productive'  of  sonu;  beneficial  result,  that  I 
have  ventured  to  olfer  them  to  the  public  tlirough  tlie  medium 
of  your  columns.  They  are  not  i)ut  forward  loresumptuoiisly, 
i)ut  earnestly  and  witli  sincerity,  by  one  who  wishes  only  the 
good  and  glory  of  his  country. 

'  1  am,  Sii:, 

'  Your  obedient  servant, 

'  Di:lta.' 


*  To  the  Editor  of  Tlte  Morainj  Herald. 


'  IlKFRESIIMEXT    FOU    THi:    TIIOOTS    IX    THi:    TllKXCIIKS   AND    TOI: 

THE  WOUNDED. 

'  Sin, 

'  I  beg  to  offer  tlie  followinir  suggestion  to  the  notice  of 

O  c  Co 

the  commissariat,  the  medical  department,  and  the  conuuand- 
ing  ollicers  of  regiments  in  the  Crimea. 

'  The  idea  has  occurred  to  me  that  the  troops  should  have 
something  to  stinudato  and  refresh  the?n  ichilc  on  diiti/  in  the 
trenches,  and  there  does  not,  as  lin-  as  I  can  judge,  seem  to  Ijc 
any  reason  why  this  idea  should  not  l)e  carried  out. 

'  It  has  suggested  itself  to  me  that  tin  vessels  (something 
similar  to  those  used  in  railway  refreshment  rooms),  filled  with 
hot  tea,  mixed  Avith  brandy  or  rum,  might  be  SAVung,  like  pan- 
niers, over  the  backs  of  nudes,  and  thus  conveyed  along  the 
trenches  to  the  men  on  duty. 
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'  Tlic  tea  mipht  be  kept  hot  by  mean-;  (A''  a  pan  of  charcoal, 
or  a  spirit  lamp.     A  tin  cup  should  I)e  susju'iidcd  liy  a  chain 


to  each  vessel  for  tlie  men   to  (h'ink  o(U 


and    (!Ver 


y 


man 


sliould  he  provided  Avith  a  cu])  when  u'oinjr  on  (hity  into  the 


trendies,  Avhich  miLdit  Ije  attaclied  to  hi>  l>rlt. 


1 


sec  notlung  nnpractieable  m  tins  itlca,an( 


th 


(1  I  tr 


list  it  may 


be  acted  upon. 

'  I  may  add,  that  mules  carryinj^  hot  tea,  or  even  cokl  spirits 
and  water,  ^':i  the  way  1  have  described,  miqlit  accomjiany  the 
ambidances  in  search  <it'  the  wounded.,  s(>  that  ret'reshment 
miirht  be  at  once  a(hninistered  to  them  when  ///v/  discovered 
on  the  field,  and  Avlien  they  most  reipiire  it. 

'I  would  suufLTcst  to  the  manau'ers  of  tlie  Crimean  Army 
Fund  to  send  some  tin  vessels,  such  as  I  have  described,  with 
the  apparatus  lor  lixiiig  them  securely  on  tlu'  backs  ot 
mules,  and  ])rotectiiig  the  animal  Irom  heat  (which  may  be 
easily  done  with  a  little  ingenuity),  (it  once.  The  month  of 
]\Iarch  is  a  raw  and  chilly  one,  and  <it  all  times  relreslnneiits 
administered  as  I  liave  suii'irested  would  be  must  beiieticial  to 
the  sick  and  woundcHl. 

'  I  have  tlie  honour  to  be,  Sii;, 


'  Your  most  olie<lient  servant, 

'  An  Ex(;ixi;i:u  Okficki: 


Edinlair^di :  Fob.  27. 
'  I  enclose  my  card.' 


'  To  the  Kditor  of  Tlic  2fornin<i  Post. 

'the    Ni:EDLEWOMi:X    OF    ENGLAND. 


'  Sin, 


'  It  has  been  truly  remarked,  that  vice  springs  almost 
entirely  from  the  absence  of  aifection  or  from  its  aberration,  it 
may  ])e  said,  perhaps  still  more  truly,  that  vice  juoixnds  verv 
much  from  the  Avant  of  symjiathy,  and  from  the  inditl'ereiice 
with  Avliich  sulFering,  wrong,  and  misery  are  regarded  hy  the 
world.     Every  Christian  man  or  woman  should  put  to  them- 
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selves  Ili('  (illestloli, 


w 


i;il  irnod  call  I  Ui>  lll  llii-^  we 


•M 


lielnrc 


1  !IO  1 


leiiee  ainl   am   iiimilierecl   aiiKUiij:;   llie  lliiii'.'s 


that 


were 


There  are    surely   dlijecN  sullieieiil   <mi    wliieli    In  exjieiid    tiiir 
re  siirroiiiided  atid  eiivireiied  on  all   sides  I iv 


tiieruies. 


W 


e  a 


clamis  aln<e   iiiiuii  our   reasmi   and   niir   leelini 


We  should 


consider  those  that  am!  art'  the  most  called  upon  to  meet,  and 
meet  them  at.  once  maniully  and  earneslly  as  uood  soldiers  ot 
(.'lirist.  No  claim  that  I  know  ol"  could  well  lie  stronger  than 
thai  t>l'  the  |)oor,  struuirliiig,  oj)]iressed    needlewomen  oi*   Eng- 


land, 
elsewli 


liei'c    is    no  class,  either    in    the  great    metropolis    ni 


lere,  wiiii-h   more  deserveillv  clanns   hoth  our  svm 


|)at]iy 


nid  our  aid 


Tl 


lere  is  no  class  moi'c  oeculiarlv  «'\'i)ose(i,  nioi'e 


criu'liy  and    liarshly    treated,    more    h 


( I  leiess 


ly 


condemne( 


1   1 


>v 


s(H'ietv,  il"  they  yield    to   the   migldy  temptations   to  sin  which 

surround    them.      'I'ake   the   case   ol'  a   young   iemale,   almost 

alone  in   the  great    harsh  world,  struggling  lor  an  lionest,  sup- 

])ovt,   linding   the  lieauty  (lod  may  liave  given  liei- a  great  and 

ti'rrilde  snare,  nv   the  ahsenee  ol'  ii,  a   soui'ce  ol'  CDntempl  ;:nd 

indiHereiice — looking  art»und  with   the  indcsi'i'ihalilc  \'earning 

of  youth    and   isolation   liir  sympalhy — condemiUMl   early  and 

late  to  unceasing  and  monotonous  toil,  to  a  horrihie  di'udgery 

— doomed  t(>  I'onrmcmeiit  while  the  lu'iglit  sun  is  shining,  ami 

all   nature  sei'uis   I'ejoicing  for  all    hut  Iter,  Jinding  hei-  liealth 

liiiliug,  her  s]>ii'its  siid^ing,  lier  young  blossom  ol'  lioj)e  iii|)]ied 

in  the  bud,  with  a  drearv  vista  lielore  lier  ol' monotonous  days 

ot"  \o\\  and   im])risonment,  unrelieved   by  a   gleam  oi'  Itrightcr 

and  liettcr  tilings,  with   no  one  to  turn   to  to  whom  she  might 

pcmr  oTil  her   heart,  witli    its  deep  longings   and    its  ])eiit-u[) 

suilering.      Think,  ye  stern  moralists  ami  censors,  of  wliat  thi.-t 

nnist  1)0  to  the  yoniig,  inc.\])ericnced,  and  ignorant  heart,  tliat 

wishes,  may  be,  to  do  well — tliat  sees  and  dreads  tlic  niisi'ry 

and  contamination  of  guilt,   but   i'ecls   itself  sinking   beneath 

tlio  woinlit  it  has  to  bear,  and  seeks  in  vain  l!ir  encouraiix'nicnt 

and  assistance.     Yet  society  lookscoldly  on;    the  victim  Hills; 

it  points    the    finger    ol'  scorn    and    contumely    at    her;    she 

struggles  on  honestly  and  sincerely,  it  maintains  its  indiUerence. 


t'orld  Iiclln'c 
h:it  wnv.'  " 
i'N|M'ii(l  (lur 
[ill  sides  |>v 
We  jslioiiM 
>  liit't't,  ;iii(l 
1  snidici's  (i| 
roiigiT  tliaii 
en  ol'  Imii!"- 
■trc  •])(>! is  (ir 
r  syiiiiwitliy 
posed,  iiKirc 
(jeiiuird  I)y 
«>  sill  which 
lalc,   ahiiiist 

liolicsl    Sll|)- 

:i  iii'fa!  and 
•iitt'iii|it,  raid 
Ac  Vfaniiiiu' 
I  early  and 
'  driidiicry 
liuiiiL!-,  ami 
her  licailli 
\)v  niji])('d 
(iiuuis  d;iys 
if  liriiiliter 
slic  niiu'ht 

Is     ])('llt-U[) 

1'\\]VA\  t/ii.< 
heai-t,  tliat 
(lie  misery 
12:  lieiieath 
mraii'eiiieiil 
ictini  ialls; 
her;  slie 
uliU'ereuco. 


101 


Al'I'MNDIX. 


.•?1.N 


These  vieliiiis  liill  and  tiii'.'Lde  on  areiind  ii.<,  ;iii(l,  ;c-  it  were, 
under  (nir\crv  e\i'-.  There  ;ire  ihoii-niids  1  if  neeiljewdiiii'ii 
ill  Leildoll  ami  elsewhere,  leiidiliL''  lives  ol"  llller  \\  r<lelied- 
liess,  drndirery,  and  peniuy.  It  ina\'  Im'  s.iid  their  ease  is 
well  liiKiwn,  and  that,  it  has  heeii  ei'a|iliieally  painted  ami 
leeliiiLdy  tdld.  J  answer,  if  it  is  sn,  \vli\-  is  not  niore  dein' 
jiir  iheiii  .'  <  )n  thnse  who  einiili'\'  tln'  ela-s  I  nlliide  (o,  ;inv 
.appeal,  li(iwe\-er  uiyeiit,  waild  lie  nllerly  throw  11  awa\-.  'I'hey 
Avraj)  theinsi'lves  in  ;ni  iinpenel  ralde  inaiille  oi"  sell'-interest, 
and  listi'li  with  eoinplaeeiit  in<liirerenee  to  ;ill  that  ina\'  lie  siiid 
a,L''ainst  llieiii.  \\  ••  must  turn  iVdin  'he-e  fo  ;ill  who  ha\'e 
leelin/i'  hearts,  ami  are  eapahle  ol'  synipathv,  in  the  'jreat 
"world  around  us,  liir  it  is  time  tliat  siieli  llii!i!.'s  ;is  this  slioidd 
eea^e  in  a  Christian  eoiintiy — it  is  time  that  a  eiaisad)  should 
lie  (li|-eeted  airaillst  all  those  who  aluise,  liir  their  vile  sell- 
inle'.-est,  the  I'airi'st.  and  Lientlesl  pertioii  ol'liod's  ;jreat  creation 
—  it  is  time  that,  a  slrnnL""  voice  which  shall  make  i!>ell"  heard 
shiaild  lie  raised  in  the  land  a,L'"aiiist  a  sin  and  (iiipi-es-iiin 
which  (M'iestolJod  like  this.  Shall  we.  as  a  nation,  coiilent 
ourselves  with  the  li\]iocrile"s  tjist  .'  Shall  \\v  moi'tilV  and 
]irostrate  ourselves  liellire  the  ihi'one  ol'  ^jrace,  and  snd'er  the 
heavy  lairden  to  remain,  and  the  op]ir(-.-ed  still  to  sliaiL:Ld<' 
under  the  yoke  ?  ]*riva(''  exert  ion  is  n<it  all  that  is  needed. 
It  should,  ])V  its  pressure  from  witlpiiit,  make  itself  felt  hv  the 
Le^ii-islature,  hut  ( iovernmeiit  should  ste])  in  in  this  matter 
Avith  the  only  irreat  aranuieiils  tliat  areofanN-  avail  —  stiaiiLicnt 
uiul  ell'eetive  knvs  to  control  employers  and  jirotect  the  em- 
ployed. Soiiiethinuj  should  he  ddiie,  and  dene  af  n//c<\  to 
better  the  condition  ol"  the  poor,  stru,i.'X!"liiiir  needlewomen  of 
Eniidaud.  Their  Avorkin,;/  hours  should  he  limited  ;  a  scale  (,t' 
■waij-es  for  particular  si'rvices,  or  services  of  a  jiartieula)-  class, 
Avliicli  Avill  jiiirly  remunerate  llmse  employed,  should  Ix- 
estahlislied.  All  emi)loyers  slioidd  be  compelled  lo  L'i\'e  their 
■workwomen  a  half  holiday  once  a  week  or  ofteiier.  Govern- 
ment miirht  do  thus  much — it  would  i-einain  liir  jirivate 
philanthropy    still   more    to   ameliorate    and    improve.      The 


3IG 


CANADA   AM)   THE    CllIMEA. 


..^if'itl 


I'r    1  ', 


f^nvit  soci.'il  (Icnciciicy  of  llic  present  day  is,  in  my  opinion, 
the  Aviiut  oC  hciiltliliil,  innocent,  and  improving'  recreations  loi- 
the  poor.  Wo  slionld  endeavour  to  increase  tlieir  scll'-rcspcet. 
If  ne(H'Ssity  c(>inp('is  tlicm  to  be  mere  machines  wlien  at  tlieir 
daily  toil,  tlicy  sliould  be  restored  to  tlu;  recollection  ol'  tlieir 
humanity  and  capal)ilities  Avhen  it  is  over.  There  is,  after  all, 
h'ss  eliurt  rctpiired  to  efl'ect  this  than  is  supposed.  Dickens 
touched  and  won  the  hearts  of  thousands,  Avliose  sensibilities 
had  perhu[)s  k)ng  been  Iro/.en  over,  by  merely  reading  a  book 
out  to  them,  AV'e  look  to  the  bodily  wants  of  the  poor,  their 
food  and  clothing,  the  bare  necessities  of  existence,  in  liict ; 
and  Ave  foi'get — what  is  of  infinitely  more  importance — their 
thoughts,  hopes,  and  leelings.  We  thus  too  often  give  them 
no  chance.  The  pleasures  of  sin  stand  opposed  by  nothinf/. 
It  is  not  "With  them,  as  Avith  us,  the  delibi'rate  rejection  of 
virtuous  tor  vicious  pleasiuv.  It  is  the  pleasures  of  evil 
opposed  by  a  positive  blank — a  dreary  nothingness.  And 
yet  Ave  take  credit  to  ourselves  for  symi)athising  Avith  our  poor 
felloAv-creatures,  and  express  a  virtuous  horror  and  indigna- 
tion at  their  error,  crime,  and  insensibility.  God  grant  that  a 
better  time  may  come,  and  that  this  deep  reproach  may  be 
removed  from  us  !  Let  those  of  a  higher  and  better  class 
manifest  sympathy  and  interest  Avitli  their  poor  brethren — 
sympathy  of  the  kind  I\Ir.  Diekcns  manifested  Avhen  he  rea<I 
liis  Christmas  Tale  out  to  tliem — and  Ave  should  soon  find 
hoAV  much  there  Avas  that  Avas  admirable  and  excellent — hoAv 
much  that  might  l)e  diverted  from  evil  and  turned  to  good  in 
the  heart  and  mind  of  the  poor  man  or  Avoman.  Circum- 
stances and  opportunity  only  are  required  fitr  developing 
character.  "Who  Avould  luiA'e  supposed  the  despised  private 
soldier  to  be  Avhat  he  has  shoAvn  himself  to  be — full  of  the 
noblest  traits  that  can  dignify  humanity — till  the  fiery  trial 
brought  his  character  out  in  bright  and  full  relief?  jVIy  voice 
is  feeble  to  urge  on  this  matter,  but  I  raise  it  earnestly  and 
hopefully.  The  cause  adA'ocated  Avoukl  ennoble  any  a])peal. 
I  trust  that,  even  in  this  utilitarian  age,  .some  Avorthy  champion 
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my  opininii. 
Ti-catidiis  i\^]• 
'  sclf-n'spcct. 
vlu'ii  jit;  tlicir 
tioii  of  tlicir 
3  is,  alter  ail, 
(1.     J)id<('iis 

S('iisil)i!itics 
iding  u  bdolc 
c  poor,  tliL'ir 
nee,  in  liiet ; 
tanee — their 
1  give  tliem 

hy  nothing. 

rejection  of 
ires  of  evil 
ness.  And 
itli  our  poor 
1(1  indigna- 
graiit  that  a 
leh  may  be 
better  class 
brethren — 
leii  he  read 
-I  soon  find 
.'llout — liow 
I  to  good  in 
Circuni- 

developing 
sed  private 
-full  of  the 

fiery  trial 

IVIy  voice 

rnestly  and 

any  a])peal. 

Y  champion 


may  be  found  to  ,lo  battle  in  its  b.-half;  that  some  de..p, 
earnest,  and  tlionghtfid  mind  may  c.-neentrato  its  eiier-ies  lor 
the  remedy  of  this  an.l  sin.ilar  evils,  and  that  the  e.mntry 
may  be  deliv.-re.l  from  the  reproach  which  now  clings  to  it  ..n 
accdunt  of  them. 

'  I  am,  Sii:, 

'  Your  obedient  servant, 

'Eaiuburgh:  April  11,  18 Jo.' 
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